FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMTSSTOM
Offir-.p r>f

MID CAMB. |l B*5
vn Cambridge
ress 307 Harvard Street

William R. Jones House

ent use residential

ent owner Edexos R. Travers
ription:
1865
irce deed records
Style Mansard
4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect unknown
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric wood
Outbuildings (describe)
Other features mansard curved-plate

shingles, wide overhang to cornice

with large paired brackets at cornerf
and at gable break.

Altered No Date
Moved No Date
5. Lot size:

One acre or less XX Over one acre
Approximate frontage
Approximate distance of building from street

Li¢

6. Recorded by A .F. Downing
brganizationCalBbXJ'idge Historical Comm.

Date 1M™A

30M-5-77



7. Original owner (if knoan) W.-n.-. N p TAAAN
Original use rptn Hno L
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates  "p~Hpn + -]
8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

_This well-preserved Mansard house has a
curvilinear center gable containing an ocul us
wi ndow , a stylistic feature first seeni n
Canbridge i nthe Houghton House (1857) at
1000 Masaachusetts Avenue. The heavy ornanment
includes thick hood mol dings and an entrance
porch with quadrant struts. The |eaded
stained glass i nt heentrance door i slater,
but t hecast iron fence i nfront i soriginal.
The flush-boarded facade i sscored t osimulate
ashlar masonry. Wlliam R Jones was a prospes'-
ous Boston soap manufacturer whose business was
located at 4 South Market.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records
early maps,” etc.)
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1. Name
2. Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in ExistingSurveys

*sa VMS properry aaen eeienfiinaa wigioN r .

7. Description

. «M*r«on<ad unaltarM artginal sit*
. ruins sitsrsd
. unsipossd

IK Ims»»]| |

summary paragraph
complatanass

clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary salaction



8. SignWicanca

-Gki

summary paragraph
completaness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception

other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

>a<nemlfMMropany

WIT

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

Tk* iisIMSHd slyilHfnrs of thds ptiysrty eee*< »»

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other
!
Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

y,gne6ydml.a”? Date Phone: 202 272 -3504

Commants for any Itam may be continued on an attached sheet
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Thxs wel |l -preserved Mansard house has a
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includes thick hood mol dings and an entrance
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stained glass i nt heentrance door i slater
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET COTirmunity: Form Nor
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL OOKMISION Mid Cambridge ”'V'BC .
Office of the Secretary, Boston e

Property NaiiK: William Jones House ( 8%
307 Harvard Street

I ndi cate each itemon inArentory formv”iich i s being continued bel ow

This William R Jones House i s notable as one of three surviving
houses i nthe city built inthe Mansard style with a curvilinear facade
gable. The house i s also important as a substantial residence of high
quality which played a role i nthe early suburbanization of Canbridge.

When Harvard Street was completed in 1808 i tserved as a link
bet ween Harvard Square and Boston via the West Boston Bridge. The street
was therefore promoted by real estate agents as a prestigious residential
address with great convenience for commuters to Boston. The Jones House
was bhuilt for a prosperous Boston soap manufacturer.

The Jones House gains further significance as one of only ten
surviving single famly homes on Harvard Street, which was once |ined
with large residences set on elevated sites above the street. Built on
land that was once formerly part of the Dana estate, the portion of
Harvard Street between Prospect Street and Massachusetts Avenue was
divided into house lots in the 1830s, and by 1854 thirty-three houses
had been built. Fully built up by 1900, Harvard Street was one of the
handsomest streets i n Cambridge.

The William Jones House i s significant under Criterion A for its

role i nthe development of Harvard Street and Dana Hill, and under
Criterion C as an important exanple of it stype and style.

Staple to Inventory®”orm at bottom
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