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The Borden-Hall Housz2 is a one-and-one-half story and one-level addition frame
structure clad in an 1880's skin. It is locatad less than 50 yards east of
Prairie Grove Battlefield Park.

The plan has a central hallway, one room on either side. The exterior end,
cut sandstone chimneys have been removed but can be located.

The weather-board-clad balloon frame building and the ell rest on a layed
stone foundation. The building is capped by double-pitched roofs supported
by round rafters. The roof was first coverad in shingles, then asphalt
shingles and now partially by tar paper.

The front facade faces north across the valley of the Illinois Creek. The
first level of this facade contains five bays. The central bay consists of
a portico and a stylized triangular-pedimented entrance door with sidelights.
The portico is covered by a half-hipped roof, decorated with lattice work
at the eave and supported by turned columns. The four bays that complete
the first level of the north facade contain double-hung, six-pane windows
trimmed above with the stylized triangular pediment demonstrated above the
entrance door. This same trim was used on the interior of these windows. -
The half level above on the north facade contains three dormer windows.

The end dormers contain double-hung, six-pane sash. The central dormer

is larger and is framed for a door, indicating a different type portico
existed because the present portico roof half covers the door opening.

Further reinforcing the symmetrical nature of the house are the identical

east and west.facades.of the.main block. On the lower level of both -
facades are double-hung, six-pane windows. On the upper level two double-

hung, six-pane windows flank the chimney. SRR

Rear doors exist in the lowerrooms of the main block. (311 doors were four
panelled). The door in the east room enters the two-room addition which
was heated by a back-to-back brick fireplace.

The central hallway had a rear door and contained the open—string stairs
to the half level. The stairs are "L" shaped, with winders, turned newel,
shaped handrail and plain balusters.

The fireplace mantels were carved wood with rectangular openings. Both
mantels contained pilasters and entablatures, bed mouldings and mantel
shelves. The west mantel had a rnmoulded: frieze, whereas the east mantel
was plain. ' ’

Paper and baseboard covered the plaster on wood lath walls of the lower
rooms of the main block. The ceilings were plastered also, and the floors
were wood supported by log joists. Wall and floor surfaces in the upper
level were boarded and papered.
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The Borden-Hall House is in a deteriorating condition. Among the immediate
problems are a poor roof, fallen chimneys, rotting foundations and porches,
water damage from windows, etc. Action must be taken hurridly to prevent
the loss of this very significant building and site.
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The Battle - The Borden House
The surrounding land and the Borden House cannot be separated. The
Confederate right flank was anchored around the Borden House and orchard
where the main fighting of the Prairie Grove battle took place. Briefly
stated, General Herron attacked the Confederate right flank near noon and
it was not until 4:00 that General Blunt came on the field to unite the
Union forces, which then fought together until 7:00 in the evening. Con-
sequently, I intend to confine this report only to those witnessed accounts
which took place on the Confederate right flank in and around the Borden
House. I believe that these reports, from both North and South, will prove
how important this site is to the Prairie Grove Battlefield Park and that
the existing Borden House and orchard ground must be saved as an original
historical landmark intimately identified with the main events which took
place on that Sunday, December 7, 1862.
General Hindman C.S.A.
"The shape of the hill determined the line of battle, which was nearly in
the form .0f a horseshoe." . When the Confederate .Army had drawn a line of
battle around the hilltop village of Prairie Grove they were already too
late to engage General Herron's Union command alone as had been designed...
"General Marmaduke was falling back before the Union infantry, and General
Shoup had placed his Confederate division in position to meet the expected
attack. He had with admirable judgement selected a strong defensive position
upon the brow of a densely wooded hill commanding the Cane Hill and Fayetteville
road and within artillery range of the ford of Illinois Creek." (Foote)

Prentiss 1888
"The lines of battle seemed very short, the Confederate front embraced, in
general terms, between the Hall House (Borden House) and the Morton House.
East of the former and west of the latter the battle seemed to fray out so
to speak, and we could find no tradition or landmark." According to the
Arkansas History Commission, "The most severe fighting of the battle took
place about the Borden House and orchard." General Herron reported more
than 300 dead in less than two acres of the slopes about this house.
Occupying the richt flank of the Confederate Army, the Borden House saw
the start of the battle, as this flank successfully held the orchard then
occupied by an abandoned Confederate battery of four pieces which baited
the initial attacks of General Herron. The following records will prove
this, beyond a doubt, by continually referring to the one obvious landmark
in this area -- the existing Borden House.
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General Herron U.S.A.

In the Official Records: Volume 22, Report #14, General Herron reports on
December 19, 1862: "...when within 100 yards of the ridge, the 20th
Wisconsin and the 19th Iowa Infantry were ordered to charge a battery
placed near a farm house (Borden House), on the edge of the hill. The
charge was made in gallant style, the enemy driven back, and the battery
taken, but the ground could not be held....Regiment after regiment of
infantry was hurled upon the, and they were compelled to fall back."

Colonel Orme 94th Illinois, U.S.A.
In this same volume of the Official Records, Report #31, written on
December 10,1862 by Colonel Orme of the 94th Illinois: "Meanwhile the
19th Iowa had received and returned the fire of the enemy and now advanced
steadily :up the hill to the left of the white house (Borden House), and across
the orchard back of the house to a fence, behind which the enemy in greatly
superior force were concealed. At it approached, the enemy rose up and
poured in a most severe and destructive fire upon it, and the 20th Wisconsin
having already commenced to fall back in disorder, the 19th Iowa was unable
to hold its position, and was compelled to fall back across the orchard,
where Lieutenant Colonel McFarland fell shot :through the body. Major D.
Kent then took command and rallied a portion of his men, who had fallen
back to the right of the battery, near the position of the 94th Illinois."

Major Kent 19th Iowa, U.S.A.
In the same volumas of the QfficalRecords, Report #33, written December 10th,
1862 by Major Kent, 19th Ibwa, who describes this charge:"...The skirmishers
advanced under a heavy fire to a cornfield to the right of Battery E, 1lst
Missouri Artillary, and were ordered to hold it at all hazards which was
done, until ordered to fall back and form in line of battle. The regiment
was then ordered to advance to the left of the white house (Borden House)
on the hill to support the 20th Wisconsin which was hotly engaged. The 19th
Iowa led by Lieutenant Colonel McFarland advanced up the hill steadily and
across the orchard back of the house (Borden) when the 20th Wisconsin gave
way. The 10th still advanced to the fence adjoining the wood, when the
enemy, concealed, arose to their feet, three regiménts deep, pouring a
destructive fire on us from three sides, which caused the regiment to waver
and fall back to the battery, on the left of the road leading up the hill,
Lieutenant Colonel McFarland here fell, shot through the body. I then took
command and rallied what was left of the regiment, as the regiment met with
a severe loss in the charge....Colonel Orme then rode up and ordered Captain
Roderick to fall in and rally with the 94th I1lindis which he did, led by
Colonel Orme in person, driving the enemy back with great slaughter, and
holding their position until ordered to fall back and reform."
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Major Thompson, 20th Iowa, U.S.A.
Major W. C. Thompson, 20th Iowa, in a letter dated December 10, 1862, wrote:
"We drove them from their position and was still fighting near a fence, and
an empty house (Borden House) stood away about twenty yards from us. At
last I heard some of the boys say,'For God's sake, Major, get off your horse
or you will be killed!', for they were shooting at me out of the house and
a few of the cowards had sneaked into the house (Borden) and had shot often
at me and had missed me. But just at sundown and the very last round they
shot at us, one of the cowardly cusses raised the window and took a good
aim and I was hit that time...." From this graphic description and from
statements by other soldiers, we may conclude that the Borden House survived
the heavy infantry combat and the artillery fire of that day.

Captain Pittman (C.S.A.), in an interview around 1896 relates:"...On the
7th, after the enemy had been driven :to shelter behind his artillery and
the sun had gone down in a cloud of sulphurous smoke, the dusk of evening
was coming on, our regiment was moved from the corner of the Borden orchard
where we were formed after the last charge, and where the hardest fight of
the day had occurred, to a point in the woods 150 yards to the south and
west where we were given permission to 'lie down arms'."

THE BURIAL TRENCHES
In the Prentiss Report of 1888, mention is made of his companion, the
Commissioner, who was a Union veteran and witness of the Prairie Grove
battle. The Commissioner relates:"...The next day we want to the field
and saw the burial details putting the dead in trenches. The piles of dead
where the battery was fought over near the Hall House (Borden House), were
frightful. The ground was muddy with blood."

In the Prentiss report of 1888 there is also included the description given
by another Union veteran, the Captain, who relates: "Not far from the house
(Borden House) were depressions in the ground, and piles of gravelly and
barren earth covered with green mould. These mark the trenches where the
Union dead were buried and from whence their poor bones were afterward
removed. There were other trenches in the orchard now enclosed...All
this ground was fought over, the combatants being generally the troops

or Herron's command and the Arkansans. Frost's Missourians, who in the
original Confederate plan of battle were placed on this flank, were soon
sent to the Confederate left."

THE 34th Arkansas, C.S.A., AT THE BATTLE OF PRAIRIE GROVE
Flashback 1952
"...These Washington County men, who had been drilling for months at
Spadra and Mazzard Prairie, down on the Arkansas River, knew where they were
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going when they marched out of Van Buren on the 3rd of December. They
recognized the distant silhouette of the Boston Mountains. But they could
hardly have forseen that the battle which they anticipated would occur

within sight and sound of their homes -- with their own kin huddled in
cellars or ministering to the wounded. The 34th Arkansas fought and died
on home grounds -- Crawford's Prairie, the Morton farm, the Borden orchard...."

The Commanding Generals Hindman, Herron, and Blunt reported 338 killed and
1,630 wounded in action, for a total of 2,568 men. The high loss of 10%

of the troops engaged stands as an exception to most Civil War battles,

and indicates the severity of the infantry combat here and of the signifi-
cant part which artillery had in this battle. The records show that around
600 of the wounded subsequently died. "Losses in killed, wounded, and
missing totaled 1,317 for the Confederates and 1,251 for the Federals. of
the latter only 333 were from Blunt's Command indicating how much heavier

a portion of the conflict Herron's men had borne." The Records show that
of the counted wounded, 430 died in the Army hospital at Fayetteville, 150
in the churches and homes of Cane Hill, Prairie Grove, and others along the
Cove Creek and Telegraph Road.

In the Prentiss report of 1888 a description of the battle was given by

Mrs. Staples, who relates her personal view of the fight on the Confederate
left flank around the Morton House. Prentiss wrote that, "The mistress of
the mansion now is Mrs. Staples, nee' Morton,who was a young woman at the
time of the fight. The storm of battle, drifting from the east end of

the ridge to the westward, drove the women and children to the Morton House,
where they took refuge in a shallow cellar which Mrs. Staples shows to
visitors. The incident most vivid in her mind was coming up from the cellar
to get some garments to :.cover the children who were suffering from cold."

Yet, there is a copy of a typed manuscript in the Rare Documents file of
the Arkansas History Commission in Little Rock entitled, Personal
Recollections of the Battle of Prairie Grove, and is thoughtto have been
written by Mrs. Staples around 1896. It reads, "Early in the day the
battle commenced on the Borden farm east of the grove, lasting until sunset,
winding up on the Morton farm one mile west. The families were ordered
west to the first cellar, which was Morton's. Those in the cellar during
the battle were N.J. and J.M. Morton, Wm. Morton, Wm. D. Rogers, wife and
three children, A. Borden, wife and five children, Eliza Borden, Dr. Rogers,
wife and two children. We all remained in the cellar till dark, but I
went into the house several times to get victuals and some bedclothes and
wraps for the children....Another shocking affair was helping to bury

Mr. Borden, a brother of A. Borden, who was brutally killed in the Pittman
lane." From this statement we can easily infer that the Confederates had
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placed their sharpshooters in the Borden House to the east which offered
an excellent view of the initial attacks of the Union Army of General
Herron's command. It is also easy to imagine sharpshooters occupying

the Borden cellar, which was protected from shot and shell. By removing
some of the stacked stones of the foundation located in the northeast
corner of the house they could have created a small, concealed position
in the center of combat. They told the Borden family to get out of their
house.

In the Prentiss report of 1888, this journalist begins his interview around
Prairie Grove by relating that, "Morning came, chill, cloudy and for-
bidding. We walked along the business street, what may be called the
Post Office street, in search of Confederate 'contemporaries' who could
speak of the Prairie Grove battle from observation. There were several
of them, all belonging that day to Fagan's Arkansas Brigade which held
the Confederate right. They thought the Confederate guns, over which
the savage fight occurred at the white house (Borden House), belonged to
Blocher's Arkansas Battery. They spoke of the spot where the dead men
were piled thickest, as the place where the horses were killed..... 'This
refers to the Captain's story in the next few paragraphs.)

"...By general consent, Mr. Bill Rogers, who lived on the edge of the ridge
and who, with his family connections, owned a large portion of the field,
they thought the best guide procurable, and Mr. Rogers was found later in
the morning and obligingly mounted his mule and rode over the field. We
went first to the white house (Borden House) on the right of the Confederate
line, overlooking the ford where the road from Fayetteville crosses. From
near this house (Borden House) the Confederate artillery opened on Herron's
troops when crossing, and were replied to first by Backhof's Battery. Here
the 20th Wisconsin and the 19th Iowa made the first charge of the day,
carrying the ridge, only to be forced back."

The Captain's story - 1888. "...We came to a stream (it was the Illindis
Creek) and we moved along the bank down the stream and formed in line...
The batteries concluded their dispute for a time; the men were wakened
and stood up in line, and then moved toward it. (The physical condition of
the men refers to the forced march of General Herron's men of 110 miles
from their camp near Springfield, Missouri:) And the fire from the guns
on the crest, and the musketry fire, seemed to grow thicker andvlouder as
we neared it. I saw a white house (Borden House) on the crest and to our
right. We came to the foot of the ridge, the slope covered with a tangle
of vines and bushes and trees. Buried in this for a few moments, we were
sheltered as if we had gone into a fortress. (This refers to a natural

bench in the hill below the Borden House.) We came out near the crest,
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and there was a newly-built rail fence, and there, a few feet off, so that
we were looking into their muzzles, were the guns, and nearby the horses
standing quietly attached to the caissons. The guns which had been belching
flame and smoke all morning stood there still and cold, and the horses as

if waiting for us. We could have taken the horses away, but some officer
called out to 'shoot the horses.' Men and officers called out in reply,
'save the horses.' Again the- senseless order was repeated and this time
obeyed. The beautiful horses were piled in a bloody heap, and the men
swarmed over and around the guns and a great cheer went up."”

"Two minutes elapsed, the last stragglers were working their way out of

the brush and up to the crowd about the guns, when dicipline asserted

itself, thé broken mass was formed in line and began to sweep up the

crest and over it, and down the farther slope, and coming to another rise,

we saw five gray lines, one behind the other, and they blazed, one after _
the other, down in our faces." . !

"The impetus of the charge lasted until the regiment reached a ravine at
the feet, so to speak of the enemy. Here we stood and fired up the slope
and a hail of bullets answering smiting our line, and then the men lay
down and fired as they had been taught to do....there were no more men
alive and unwounded in the ravine by that time. I passed the battery we
had taken. The guns stood as we had left them."

Prentiss continues his observations in the vicinity of this battery:

"The white house of today is a neat cottage with dormer windows, and is
occupied by a family named Hall, newcomers to the country. (Courthouse
records indicat that they were in the Borden House in this year 1888, the
time of this report.) The inclosure about the house seems recent. (Probably
remodeled by the previous owner, Mr. W. W. Blanton who is listed in the
Washington County Courthouse Record Books G2-177 and G2-202 purchasing

the house and land in the year 1881l.) To the east, or in the rear of the ;
house, is a young orchard, taking the place of the old orchard which grew '
there at the time of the battle, and where Lieutenant Colonel McFarland
of the 19th Iowa,...was killed....To the southward, or nearer the summit
of the ridge, much of the timer has been cut away. To the west of the
house (Park property) and immediately around it there seems to have been
few changes except those made by the hand of nature. The trees have
grown, a change which, occurring on all these forested battlefields,
alters their appearance more than anything man has done; but there would
be no difficulty, we should think, in a veteran of the 20th Wisconsin,

or 19th Iowa, or 37th Illinois, or 26th Indiana, from finding again the
scene T
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I have confined the accounts of the Prairie Grove battle to the Confedsrate
right flank, which is located in and around the Borden House and orchard
and where the burial trenches were excavated. The witnesses tell the

story of the battle of Prairie Grove and I do not think that we can
‘improve upon their description.
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Battleficld at Praivie Grove: a Union view

Herron's Attack of the Confederate Right Flank

* A characteristic of the Union charges is that they were disjointed and
made in detachments of insufficient strength.

* A heavy reliance on a strong and well served artillery saved the Union
forces from disaster at Prairie Grove.
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DESCR!BE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {1F KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARAKCE

The Borden-Hall liouse ig a one-and-one-half story arid one-ievel addition frame

structure clad in an 1830's skin. It is locatedq less than 59 yards east of

" Prairie Grove Battlefield Park.

The plan has a central halliway, one rocm on either side. The exterior end,
cut sandstone chimneys have been removed but can be located.

The weather-board-clad balloon frame building and the ell rest on a layed
stone foundation. The building is capped by double-pitched roofs supported
by round rafters. The roof was first covered in shingles, then asphalt
shingles and now partially by tar paper.

The ftoﬁt facade faces narth across tha valley of the Illincis Creek. The
first level of this facade contains five bays. The central bay consist; of
a portico and a stylized triangqular-pedimented entrance doer with_sldelxghte.
The portico is covered by a half-hipped roof, deccrated with lattice work
at the eave and supported by turned cclumns. The four bays that coaplete
the first level of the north facada coantain double-hung, six-~pane windows
trimred above with the stylized triangular pediment demoactrated above tha
entrance deor. This same trim was used on the interior of thase windows.
The half level above ca the north facade contains threes dormer windows.

The end dormers contein dsuble-hung, six-pane sash. The central dormer

is iArqcr and is.fra:rd for a door, indicating a different type portico
existed Lecause the present portico rosf half covers ths decer cpening.

Further reinforcing the symmetrical nature of the house are the identical
east and wast facades of tha main block. On the lower level of both
facades are double-hung, six-pane windows. On the upper Jevel two docuble-
hung, six-pane windows flank the chimney. S g

Rear doors r.xist in the lower rocms of the main block. (All doors ware four
panelled). The door in the east rocm enters the two-room addition which
was heated by a back-to-back brick fireplace.

The central hallway had a rear doecr and contained tha open-string stairs
to the half level. The stairs are "L“ shaped, with winders, turned newel,
shaped handrail and plain balusters. y

The fireplace mantels wore carved wood with rectangular cpenings. Both
mantels contained pilasters and eatablatures, bad mouldings and mantel

sholves. The west mantel had a moulded frieze, whereas tha east mantel
was plain. ;

.

Paper and baseboard covered the plaster on wood lath walls of tha lower

- rooms of the main block. The ceilings were plastered also, and the floors

were wood eupported by log joists. Wall and floo. surfaces in the upper
level were boarded and papered.
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The Borden-Hall House is in a deteriorating condition. Among the immediate
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The Battle ~ The Porden House
The surrounding land and the Borden House cannot be separated. The
Confederate right flank was anchored around the Eordsn Houss and orchard
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The lines of battle seemed very short, tha Confederata front exboaced, in
ganeral terms, betwean t'we Hall House (Bordan Eouse) and the Mortoa Housa.
East of the former and west of the latter the Eaxtle swemad (o fray out so
to speak, and we could find no tradi~ion or landmark.® According to tha
Arkansas History Commission, “The most severa fizhting of the ba

batilo took
place about the Eorden iouse and orchard.” Ganeral Earron resortad more

than 3C0 dead in less than tw acres of thae slopes about this housa,
Occupying tha right flank of the Confederate Army, the Borden House gaw
the start of the battl: as this flunk successfully hold tha archard then
occupled by ar abandoned Confedarate battery of fair ploces which baited
the initial attacks of General Harton. Tha followlng recsrds will prova
this, boyund a doubt, by contiruaily referring to the cne obvicus landmark
in this area -- the existing Borden Euuse.
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General Herron U.S.A.

In the Cfficial Records: Volume 22, Report #14, General Herron reports on
December 19, 1862: "...when within 100 yards of the ridge, the 20th
Wisconsin and the 19th Iowa Infantry were ordered to charge a battery
placed near a farm house (Borden House), on the edge of the hill. The
charge was made in gallant style, the enemy driven back, and the battecy
taken, but the ground could not be heid....Regiment after regiment of
infantry was hurled upon th2, and they were compelled to fall back.”

Colonel Orme 94th Illinois, U.S.A.
In this same volume of the Official Racords, Report #31, written on
December 10,1862 by Colonel Orma of the 94th Illinois: "Meanwhile the
19th Iowa had received and returned the fire of the enemy and now advanced

steadily up the hill to the left of the white house (Borden House), and across
the orchard back of the house to a fence, behind which the enemy in greatly

superior force ware concealed. At it approached, the enemy rose up and
poured in a most severe and destructive fire upon it, and the 20th Wisconsin
having already commenced to fall back in disorder, the 19th Iowa was unable
to hold its position, and was compelled to fall back across the orchard,
where Lieutenant Colonel McFarland fell shot through the body. Major D.
Kent then took command and rallied a portion of his men, who had fallen

back to the right of the battery, near the position of the 94th Illincis.”

Major Kent 19th Iowa, U.S.A.
In the same volume of the QfficalRecords, Report #33, written December 10th,
1862 by Major Kent, 19th Iowa, who describes this charge:"...The skirmishers
advanced under a heavy fire to a cornfield to the right of Battery E, lst
Missouri Actillary, and were ordered to hold it at all hazards which was
done, until ordered to fall back and form in line of battle. The regiment
wus then ordered to advance to the left of the white house (Borden Hcuse)
on the hill to fupport the 20th Wisconsin which was hotly engaged. The 19th
Iowa led by Lieutenant Colonel McFarland advanced up the hill steadily and
across the orcrhard back of the house (Borden) when the 20th Wisconsin gave
way. The 10th still advanced to the fence adjoining the wood, when the
eneny, concealed, arose to their feet, three regiments deep, pouring a
destructive fire on us from three sides, which caused the regiment to waver
and fall back to the battery, on the left of the road leading up the hill,
Lieutenant Colonel McFarland here fell, shot through the body. I then took
comrand and rallied what was left of the regiment, as the regiment met with
a severe loss in the charge....Colonel Orme then rode up and ordered Captain
Roderick to fall in and rally with the 94th Illinois which he did, led by
Colcnel Orme in person, driving the enemy back with great slaughter, and
holding their position until ordered to fall back and reform."
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Major Thompscn, 20th Iowa, U.S.A. L == &
Major W. C. Thompson, 20th Iowa, in a letter dated December 10, 1862, wrote: ‘ . . going whes
n "We drove them from their position and was still fighting near a fence, and i G recognizes
an empty house (Borden House) stood away about twenty yards from us. ht £ P 5 ; hardly haw
last I heard some of the boys say,’'For God's sake, Major, get off your horse g within siei.:
; & or you will be killed!', for they were shooting at me out of the house and 1 3 cellars or/ ‘
i e a few of the cowards had sneaked into the house (Borden) and had shot often ! on home g: -
£ 3 N eid at me and had missed me. But just at sundown and the very last round they : i
: \1 shot at us, one of the cowardly cusses raised the window and took a good ! ; The Comsaas:::
3 aim and I was hit that time...." From this graphic description and from 1,630 wours
statements by other soldiers, we may conclude that the Borden House survived i of the tri- -
: the heavy infantry combat and the artillery fire of that day. | b and indic: -
v i 3 cant part
4 1 Captain Pittman (C.S.A.), in an interview around 1526 relates:"...On the ; 600 of +h:
cross o : 7th, after the enemy had been driven to shelter behind his artillery and missing .
o the sua had gone down in a cloud of sulphurous smoke, the dusk of evening
- ' : was coming on, our ragiment was moved from the corner of the Borden orchard
‘?i‘n ; where we ware formed after the last charge, and where the hardest fight of
s : the day had coccurred, to a point in the woods 150 vards to the scuth and
west where we were given permission to 'lie down ams'." Cove Cree
- : THE BYRIAL TRENCHES : : In the Px:
: In the Prentiss Report of 1888, mention is made of his companion, the : o Mrs. Stap
! Commissioner, who was a Union veteran and witness of the Prairie Grove left flar.
+h, \ “ battle. The Cormissioner relates:"...The next day we want to the field 5 the mansi-
et e and saw the burial details pvtting the dead in trenches. The piles of dead : - time of ¢
: where the battery was fought over near the Hall House (Borden House), were % the ridge
3 frightful. The ground was ruddy with blood." where the
. ’ F visitors.
‘ J ]‘ In the Prentiss report of 1888 thare is also included the description given : (e to qet so-
Jth o by another Union veteran, the Captain, who relates: "Not far from the house 2 4
4 F‘ ; (Borden House) were depressicns in the grourd, and piles of gravelly and 1 Yet, thers
e i ok ! barren earth covered with green mould. These mark the trenches where the & ( the Arkar
3 Union dead were buried and from whence their poor bones were afterward 3 Recollect
g removed. There were other trenches in the orchard now enclosed...All > writtea b
- this ground was fought cver, the combatants being ganerally the troops - battle cc
" Bl . or Hetrron's command and the Arkansans. Frost's Missourians, who in the ” ,EJ winding u
ok g i original Confederate plan of battle were placed on this flank, were soon 5 G (2 ek west to t
th N sent to the Confederate left." H 7 \il £ the battl
ain i § G three chi
‘4 THE 34th Arkansas, C.S.A., AT THE BATTLE OF PRATRIE GROVE vife and
: Flashback 1952 , ; g : want. inee
3 S = " o i 3 a for
: "...These Washington County men, who had been drilling for months at s prse p:ogde»
1 Spadra ard Mazzard Prairie, down on the Arkansas River, knew where they were 2 : ::;‘ - r
i 3 -
L > E
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going when tley marched out of Van Buren on the 3rd of December. They
recognized the distant silhouette of the Bostor Mountains. But they could
hardly have forseen that the battle which they . .ticipated would occur
within sight and sound of their homes —-- with their own kin huddled in
cellars or*ministering to the wounded. The 34th Arkansas fought and died

The Commanding Generals Hindman, Herron, and Blunt reported 338 killed and
1,630 wounded in action, for a total of 2,568 men. The high loss of 10%

of the troops engaged stands as an exception to most Civil wWar battles,

and indicates the severity of the infantry combat here and of the signifi-
cant part which artillery had in this battle. The reccrds show that arourd
600 of the wounded subsequently died. "ILosses in killed, wounded, and
missing totaled 1,317 for the Confederates ard 1,251 for the Federals. QE
the latter ounly 333 were from Blunt's Cosmmand indicating how much heavier

a portion of the conflict Herron's men had borne."” The Records show that
of the counted wourded, 430 died in the Army hospital at Fayetteville, 130
in the churches and .homes of Cane Hill, Prairie Grove, and others-along fhe
Cove Creek and Telegraph Road.

In the Prentiss report of 1888 a description @€ the battle was given by

Mrs. Staples, who relates her personal view cf the fight on the Confederate
left flank around the Morton Kouse. Prentiss wrote that, "The mistress of
the mansion now is Mrs. Staples, nee' Morton,who was a young woman at the
time of the fight. The storm of battle, drifting from the east end of

the ridge to the westward, drove the women and children to the Morton House,
where they took refuge in a shallow cellar which Mrs. Staples shows to
visitors. The incident most vivid in her mind was coming up from the cellar
to qet some garments to cover the children who were suffering from cold."
Yet, there is a copy of a typed manuscript in the Rare Documents file of
the Arkansas History Commission in Little Rock entitled, Personal
Recollections of the Battle of Prairie Growve, and is thcu-q_ht—éo have been
written by Mrs. Staples around 1896. It reads, "Early in the day te
battle commenced on the Borden farm east of the grove, lasting until sunset,
winding up on the Morton farm one mile west. The “amilies were ordered
west to the first cellar, which was Morton®s. Those in the cellar during
the battle were N.J. and J.M. Morton, Wa. Morton, Wm. D. Rogers, wife and
three children, A. Borden, wife and fiwve children, Eliza Borden, Dr. Rogers,
wife and two children. We all remained in the cellar till dark, but I
went into the house several times to get wictuals and some bedclothes and
wraps for the children....Another shocking affair was helping to bury

Mr. Borden, a brother of A. Borden, who was brutally killed in the Pittman
lane." From this statement we can easily infer that tha Confederates had

on home grounds -- Crawford's Prairie, the Morton farm, the Borden orchard...."
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placed their sharpshooters in the Borden House to the east which offered
an excellent view of the initial attacks of the Union Army of General
Herron's command. It is also easy to imagine sharpshocters occupying

the -Borden cellar, which was protected from shot and shell. 3y removing
some of the stacked stones of the foundation located in the northeast
corner of the house they rould have created a small, concealed pcsition
in the center of combat. They told the Borden family to get out of their
house. .

.
o g VA sl W s

In the Prentiss report of 1888, this journalist begins his interview around
) Prairie Grove by relating that, "Morning came, chill, cloudy and for-
3 - bidding. We walked along the business street, what may be called the
o Post Office street,-in search of Confederate ‘'contemporaries' who could
speak of the Prairie Grove battle from observation. There were several
of them, all belonging that day to Fagan's Arkansas Brigade which held -
the Confederate right. They thought the Confederate guns, over which
. the savage fight occurred at the wnite house (Borden House), belonged to
o . } Blocher's Arkansas Battery. They spoke of the spot where the dead men
i were piled thickest, as che place wiere the horses were killed.....'(This
refers to the Captain's story in the next few paragraphs.)

e "...By general consent, Mr. Bill Rogers, who lived on the edge of the ridgz
and who, with his family connections, owned a large portion of tha field,
they thought the best guide procurable, and Mr. Rogers was Sound later in
the morning and obligingly mounted his mule and rode over the field. We

e, : went first to the white house (Borden House) on the right of the Confederate

. g { line, overlooking the ford where the road from Fayetteville crosses. From
ar $ near this house (Borden House) the Confederate artillery opened on Herrun's

‘ s i trrops when crossing, and were replied to first by Backhof's Battery. Here

the 20th Wisconsin and the 19th Iowa made the first charge of the day,

carrying the ridge, only to be forced back."

PRSI

™,

The Captain's story - 1883. ™...We came to a stream (it was the Illindis
Creek) and w2 moved along the bank down the stream and formed in line...
The batteries concluded their dispute for a time; the men were wakened
and stood up in line, and then moved toward it. (The physical condition of
the men refers to the forced march of General Herron's men of il0 miles
from their camp near Springfield, Missouri.) And the fire from the guns
R : on the crest, and the musketry fire, seemed to grow thicker and louder as
& ‘ w2 nearect it. I saw a white hcuse(Borden House) on the crest and tc our
right. We came to the foot of the ridge, the slope covered with a tangle
of vines and bushes and trees. Buried in this for a few moments, we were
sheltered as if we had gones into a fortress. (This refers to a natural
bench in the hill below the Eorden House.) We csme out near the crest,

Aoy A

-~
b it 1, b

£

&
15
=

R e e e T

| oo



J o - ks A e 5 WG St v

< f \
Form No 193008
fev 10-74:

AT ek 4

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR [FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

eceveo go7 18 6

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES e s KAR 17 1977
INVENTGRY -- NOMINATION FORM A

i CONTINUATION SHEET iTEM NUMBER 8 PAGES

and there was .a newly-built rail fence, and there, a few feet off, so that
we were locking into their muzzles, were the guns, and nearby the horses
standing quietly attached to the caissons. The gquns wtich had been belching
flame and smoke all morning stood there scill and cold, and the horses as
if waiting for us. We could have taken the horses away, but some officer
called out to 'shoot the horses.' Men and officers called ocut in reply,
'save the horses.' Again the senseless order was repeated and this time
obeved. The beautiful horses were piled in a bloody heap, and the men
swarmed cver and around the guns and a great cheer wan%t up.”

"Twn minutes elapsed, the last stragqlers were working their way out of
the brush and up to the crowd about the gquns, when dicipline asserted
1tself, the broken mass was formed in line and began to sweep up the
crest and over it, and down the farther slope, and coming to another rise,
we saw five gray lines, one behind the other, ani they blazed, cne after
the other, down in our faces."y

"The impetus of the charge lasted uvnti} the regiment reached a ravine at
the feet, so to speak of the enemy. Here we stood and fired up the slope
and a hail of bullets answering smiting our line, and then the men lay
down and fired as they had been taught to do....there woere no more men
alive and unwounded in the ravine by that time. 1 passed the battery we
had taken. The guns stood as we had 1l:ft them."

Prentiss continues his observations in the vicinity of this battery:
"The white house of :oday is a neat cottage with dormer wirdows, and is
: occupied by a family ramed Hall, newcomers to the country. (Courthouse
{ records indicat that they were in the Borden House in this year 1888, the
3 time of this report.) The inclosure about the house seems recent. (Probably
remodeled by the previous owner, Mr. W. W. Blanton who is listed in the
Washington County Courthouse Record Books G2-177 and G2-202 purchasing
“he house and land in the year 1881.) To the east, or in the rear of the
house, is a young orchard, taking the place of the old orchard which grew
there at the time of the battle, and where Lieutenani Colonel McFarland
of the 19th Iowa,...was killed....To the southward, or nearer the sumit
of the ridga, much of the timer has been cuc away. To the west of the
house (Park property) and immediately around it there seems to have been
few changes except those made by the hand of nature. The trees have
grown, a change which, occurring on all these forested battlefields,
alters their appearance more than anything man has done; but there would
p be no difficulty, we should think, in a veteran of tha 20th Wisconsin,

or 13th Iowa, or 37th Illiuois, or 26th Indiana, from finding again the
scene aeele
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I have confined the accounts of the Prairie Grove battle to the Confederate

right flank, -which is located in and arourd the Borden House and orchard :
and where the burial trenches were excavated. The witnesses tell the L
3 story of the battle of Prairie Grove and I do not think that we can

3 improve upon their description.

¥
bRy i P Tk

PREA

ek

i
i
i
i
'

(

#Blunt’s Attack
(Confederate le




i NS -w. . - TGS PR e

ol

% PICLIGGRAFHICAL REFERENCES

Johnson, Pobet U. amd Clarence Clough, eds. Pattles and Lead2rs of the Civil war, Val.
111, New York: The Century Company, 1884.

Lemke, W. J., €d. "Battle of Prairie Grove." washington County l_listotical Society
Flas‘xbas,k, Vol. I, #6 (December, 1952), and Vol.XII #4, 1952).

Vaught, Fiea. "Diary of an Unknown Soldier.” Arkansas Historical Cusrterly, Vol.
T #l (Ssrisg, 1939)

I [IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _ 1858 than one acre
UTM REFERENCES :

ALS] BIe2or [o0821850 sl ]

Z0NE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING
cl | Ll baad balaleal 0 ol
VERSAL EOUNDAY DESCRIPTION
s

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PHOPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR CQUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CndE COUNTY cooE

STATE . cods COUNTY e CODE

" FORM FREPARED BY ,

e s University of Arkansas

___Parrick ¥oran and Stephen E. Courtney/Dzspartment of Architecture
CREGANUATION CATE

Edited L Dignna Xirk, Arkansas Historic Preservaticn Progran —~%-14-76
STREET & “WUNSER

TRLEF TN
—Snite 505, Coantingntal Building *a SN1-377-2763
CITr Gl TTw ™ CIATE

Sock b5 57 WeTdhdag

L4STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF T+IS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS
NATIONAL __ S STRTE

asid £

LOCAL ___

ated State Histonc Preservation Officer for tha National Histaric Prefervaion Act of 1466 1Pubic Law 83-805). 1

heraby nommnate this property for inclusion in the Natonal Registar and certify that ot has tean avsiuated according to the
Crtenia and procedures set forth by the Nshcnai Park Su-aca

=3 '_.,(Z’ -¢—7 /’/
STATE w STOXC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE  Anne Bartley %<5 "91.5 >'€'~.'/V.'<Lo"
TLE o s ) 3 M_
__ _State fistoric Preservation Officer VAT 5-14~76
FoaNrS U ey .
H SUSEON 2 S gy
Toll:. i ed
i i
2§ ~ e i
X Ss — e g il
M R
pée ""*_‘""'_"‘"”“'. e
£ o

ePS Iilrall

: o
rerguson, John L, Arkansce and the Civil war. Little Rock, Arkansas:Piunaser Press, 1954, t
a, John L.

L...;;m:m@.\_,-.z

i b

Lkl 34

e

L ol . Al b sk

e o i A A I ¥ o W

) i

‘ — _M\. % Jb-ﬂ:s:oxdkm-.d_( u

i

__Lm,_@(_ n)_g

¥ w_mr_ue,gbw

o — et e e e

SEGUREL | o 8. T al

st R\

D P e b




Vo \v cef 17000277

WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(“R” June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

|
@ X3 (J‘L I\ \}DU ¢
1 -
A lac Lo { 2.
Noshingron  Co. S

)

Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due: .
Action: ___ACCEPT __3/12/ 177
[ resubmission . "RETURN l
[J nomination by person or local government ot -REJECT
[ owner objection Federal Agency:
£ appeal
Substantive Review: [ sample [ request [ appeal [J NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria

Reviewer

Discipline

Date

see continuation sheet

technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? [ yes Jno

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

[ excellent (] deteriorated (] unaltered O original site

OJ good [ ruins [ altered (] moved date
[ tair [] unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

] summary paragraph
[J completeness

[ clarity

[] alterations/integrity
[] dates

[C] boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

=l summary paragraph

[15] completeness

[ clarity

(] applicable criteria

[ justification of areas checked

[ relating significance to the resource
(] context

[ relationship of integrity to significance
[ justification of exception

[ other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
(] Maps

[J Photographs
(] Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date Phone:

GPO 918-450

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet



























Form No. 10-301
(Rev. 10-74&'

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH MAP

NAME

HISTORIC Borden House

AND/OR COMMON
Borden-Hall House

Bl LOCATION

CITY, TOWN Prairie Grove —3¢_VICINITY OF

S

COUNTY Washington

STATE

Arkansas

E} MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE U.S.G.S., Prairie Grove Quadrangle

SCALE  1:24,000 DATE 1970

E¥ REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES
2. NORTH ARROW -
3. UTM REFERENCES

INT: 3464-75



§ s o . 2 48 ‘ 9\
= UNITED STATES v PRAIRIE GROVE QUADRANGLE o8¢
/y@:% DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 1 - , ARKANSAS_WASHINGTON CO. 4;_{@
: GEOLOGICAL SURVEY | o , _ 7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) &
o 5o { . FAYETTEVILLE 8 MI. o1
094 22'30 | 277900m.E, R.32 W. 20/ |30 \ VINEY GROVE 0.5 Ml. (;;ZGEZILSEE?) 81N, -] ]3%3 17'30% f}FARM/NGTON 3.4 Ml | 385 1330000 FEET|| 386 | 387 94 15000,
36° 00’ 5 o \lllll_;)! Ty n’ p— L_,,_, o i - ) T / T > o/ o oo 36
. . : |
s dy W . _ /’J | Borden House 150"
i = . ’ \ : Prairie Grove, Washington County, Arkansas — |
38g4000m\ | - . i )
UTM Reference / o
5490 X /
15 382 570 3982 850 g
Zone Easting Northing P |
5 NEy S| ) 1610000
= / ° h‘ !\/ Jj\\/ FEET
iy a = —
S0V E/ BATREFIE
5552
{581
[
57'30"
o < i
R
o
o ) -
z
23 20477
)
2
3
: S
w
o 1T
s
7 "
%8
o | ~
978 /5
AN
33 /‘L
23 v i
23 2
8% i 4
RS g
5%
-
3977
T: 15N
T. 14 NN
T.15 N.
\TA 14 N.
£ BNEY
£
¥
[
_| o
3976 :
@
2
55"
3975
3974
580 000 |
FEET
===
531 SPTITy
o ’ n LAY 4 i I 1 o A o 7 "
35°52 9320 22,36” 1 300000 FEETI ]377 |381 (S;“;éc,}\jLSEEF) STRICKLEQ? 2.7 MI. " 1385000"1‘[’:. ) INTER!OR—GEOLOGIC{AL s}mvsv. WASHINGTON. D. C.—1972 l 940 13551 52'30
@ Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey , SCALE &:24000 - ROAD CLASSIFICATION
) 1 f I . . ;
6\,:\’9\14 Control by USGS and USC&GS *MN = : —— = — —— = Primary highway, all weather,  Light-duty road, all weather,
000 0 1000 2000 3000 4 6000 7000 FEET o H
4?‘%@\ Topography by photogrammetric methods from aerial GN 1 P — T T = T E — ) = == hard surface... ... co——— |mpr0ved surface.....
N photographs taken 1968. Field checked 1970 \ l»-—. - ‘_? o CL‘ 1 KILOMETER y L4 89 ary highway, all weather, Unimproved road, fair or dry
: S g 2 T T RREICE oo weather SRR —
Polyconic pro;gchon. 1927 North Amen(}an datum 0‘,46,\ EZMT CONTOUR INTERVAL 20 FEET v
10,000-foot grid based on Arkansas coordinate system, north zone 14 MILS DATUM 1S MEAN SEA LEVEL "\ U. S. Route OState Route
1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercator grid ticks, ARKANSAS :
zone 15, shown in blue
R ———————

Fine red dashed lines indicate selected fence and field lines where T e o |
generally visible on aerial photographs. This information is unchecked : DECLINATION AT CENTER OF SHEET THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS QUADRANGLE LOC
FOR SALE BY U.S.GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, DENVER, COLORADO 80225, OR WASHINGTON, D. C. 20242

AND BY THE ARKANSAS GEOLOGICAL COMMISSION, LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72201
A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

PRAIRIE GROVE, ARK.

NATIONAL N3552.5—W9415/7.5

REGISTER 1970

AMS 7155 IV NE—SERIES V884
‘f .
| \

e




Missing Core Documentation
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77000278 Washington, 77000278
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