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DESCRIBE THE PRi:SENT AND ORIGINAL (I F Ki\l CWI'i ) ?HYSICAL APPEA~ANCE 

T~e Borden-Hall House is a one-and-one-half s ~ory and one-level addition frame 
structure clad in an 1880's .skin. It is located less tha.'L 50 yards east of 
Prairie Grove Battlefield Park. 

~he plan has a central hallway, one room on either side. The e:<terior end, 
cut sandstone chimneys have been removed but can be located. 

The weather-board-clad balloon frame building and the ell rest on a layed 
stone foundation. The building is capped by double-pitched roofs supported 
by round rafters. The roof was first covered in shingles, then asphalt 
shingles and now partially by tar paper. 

The front facade faces north across the valley of the Illinois Creek. The 
first level of this facade contains five bays. The central bay consists of 
a portico and a stylized triangular-pedimented entrance door with sidelights. 
The portico is covered by a half-hipped roof, decorated wi~~ lattice work · 
at the eave and supported by turned columns. The four bays that complete 
the first level of the north facade contain double-hung, sLx-pane windows 
trimmed above with the stylized triangular pediment demonstrated above the 
entrance door. This sru~e trim was used on the interior of these windows. 
The half level above on the north facade contains three dormer windows. 
The end dormers contain double-hung, six-pane sash. The central dormer 
is larger and is framed for a door, indicating a different type portico 
existed because the present portico roof half covers the door opening. 

Further reinforcing the symmetrical nature of the house are the identical 
east and west : facades of the.main block. On the lower level of both 
facades are double-hung, six~pane windows. On the upper level two double-
hung r six-pane windows f-lank the chimney. · ·· ~ · 

Rear doors exist in .the lower-rooms of the main block. (.1',11 doors were four 
panelled). The door in the east room enters the two-room addition which 
was heated by a back-to-back brick fireplace. 

The central hallway had a rear door and contained the open-string stairs 
to the half level. The stairs are "L" shaped, with winders, turned newel, 
shaped handrail and plain balusters. 

'I'he fireplace mantels were carved wood \vi th rectangular openings. Both 
mantels contained pilasters and entablatures, bed mouldings and mantel 
shelves. The \vest mantel had a ri1oUlded· frieze, whereas the east mantel 
was plain. 

Paper and baseboard covered the plaster on wood lath walls of the lower 
rooms of the main block. The ceilings were plastered also, and the floors 
~vere v1ood supported by log joists. Wall and floor surfaces in the upper 
level were boarded and papered. 
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The Borden-Hal l ~ouse is in a deteriorating condition. Among the iiTmediate 
problems are a poor roof, fallen c:1imneys, rotting foundations and porches, 
water damage from windows, etc. Action must be taken hurridly to prevent 
the loss of this very significant building and site. 
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The Battle - The Borden House 
The surrounding land and the Borden House cannot be separated. 
Confederate right flank was anchored around the Borden House and 
where the main fighting of the Prairie Grove battle took place. 

The 
orchard 
Briefly 

stated, General Herron attacked the Confederate right flank near noon and 
it was not until 4:00 that General Blunt cac-ne on the field to unite the 
Union forces, which then fought together until 7:00 in the evening. Con­
sequently, I intend to confine this report only to those witnessed accoun-ts 
which took place on the Confederate right flank in and around the Borden 
House. I believe that these reports, from both North and South, will prove 
how important this site is to the Prairie Grove Battlefield Park and that 
the existing Borden House and orchard ground must be saved as an original 
historical landmark intimately identified with the main events which took 
place on that Sunday, December 7, 1862. 

General Hindman C.S.A. 
"The shape of the hill determined the line of battle, which was nearly in 
the form ,of _a horseshoe." When the Confeoerate .Army had .drawn a line .of 
battle around the hilltop village of Prairie Grove they were already too 
late to engage General Herron's Union conunand alone as -had been designed"'_ 
"General Marmaduke was falling back before the Union infantry, and General 
Shoup had pl_ac_ep h;is Confederate division in position to meet ·the expected 
attack. He had with admirable judgement selected a strong defensive position 
upon the brow of a densely _wooded hill commanding the Cane Hill and Fayetteville 
road and _within artillery range of the ford of Illinois Creek." (Foote) 

Prentiss 1888 
"The lines of battle seemed very short, the Confederate front embraced, in 
general terms, between the Hall House (Borden House) and the Morton House. 
East of the former and west of the latter the battle seemed to fray out so 
to speak, and we could find no tradition or landmark." According to the 
Arkansas History Commission, "The most severe fighting of the battle took 
place about the Borden House and orchard." General Herron reported more 
than 300 dead in less than two acres of the slopes about this house. 
Occupying the ri< rht flank of the Confederate Army, _the Borden House saw 
the start of the battle, as this flank successfully held the orchard then 
occupied by an abandoned Confederate battery of four pieces which baited 
the initial a ·ttacks of General Herron. The following records will prove 
this, beyond a doubt, by continually referring to the one obvious landmark 
in this area -- ·the existing Borden House. 
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General Herron U.S.A. 

In the Official Records: Volume 22, Report #14, General Herron reports on 
December 19, 1862: " ... when within 100 yards of ·the ridge, the 20th 
Wisconsin and the 19th Iowa Infantry were ordered to charge a battery 
placed near a farm house (Borden House), on the edge of the hill. The 
charge was made in gallant style, the enemy driven back, and the battery 
taken, but the ground could not be held .... Regiment after regiment of 
infantry was hurled upon the, and they were compelled to fall back." 

Colonel Orme 94th Illinois, U.S.A. 
In this same volume of the Official Records, Report #31, written on 
December 10,1862 by Colonel Orme of the 94th Illinois: "Meanwhile the 
19th Iowa had received and returned the fire of the enemy and now advanced 
steadily. ~up the .hill to the left of the white house (Borden House) , and across 
the orchard back of the house to a fence, behind which the enemy in greatly 
superior force were concealed. At it approached, the enemy rose up and 
poured in a most severe and destructive fire upon it, and the 20th Wisconsin 
having already commenced to fall back in disorder, the 19th Iowa was unable 
to hold its position, and was compelled to fall back across the orchard, 
where Lieutenant Colonel McFarland fell shot·· .through the body. Major D. 
Kent then took command and rallied a portion of his men, who had fallen 
back to the right of the battery, near the position of the 94th Illinois." 

Major Kent 19th Iowa, U.S.A. 
In the sam~ volume of the S)ffica lRecords, Report #33, written December lOth, 
1862 by Major Kent, 19th Iowa, who describes this charge:" ... The skirmishers 
advanced under a heavy fire to a cornfield to the right of Battery E, 1st 
t1issouri Artillary, and were ordered to hold it at all hazards which was 
done, until ordered to fall back and form in line of battle. The r egiment 
was then ordered to advance to the left of the white house (Borden House)_ 
on the hill to support the 20th Wisconsin which was hotly engaged. The 19th 
Iowa led by Lieut.enant Colonel McFarland advanced up the hill steadily and 
across the orchard back of the house (Borden) when the 20th Wisconsin gave 
way. The lOth still advanced to the fence adjoining the wood, when the 
enemy, concealed, arose to their fe e t, three regiments deep, pouring a 
de structive fire on us from three sides, which caused the regiment to waver 
and fall back to the battery, on the left of the road leading up the hill, 
Lieutenant Colonel HcFarland here fell, shot through the body. I thQn took 
command and rallied what was left of the regiment, as the regiment met with 
a severe loss in the charge .... Colonel Orme then rode up and ordered Captain 
Roderick to fall in and rally with the 94th Illinois which he did, led by 
Colonel Orme in person, driving the enemy back with great slaughter, and 
holding their position until ordered to fall back and reform." 
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Major Thompson, 20th Iowa, U.S.A. 
Major W. C. Thompson, 20th Iowa, in a letter dated December 10, 1862, wTote: 
uwe drove them from their position and was still fighting near a fence, and 
an empty house (Borden House) stood away about twenty y~rds from us. At 
last I heard some of the boys say,'For God's sake, Major, get off your horse 
or you will be killed!', for they were shooting at me out of the house and 
a few of the cowards had sneaked into the house (Borden) and had shot often 
at me and had missed me. But just at sundown and the very last round they 
shot at us, one of the cowardly cusses raised the window and took a good 
aim and I was hit that time .... u From this graphic description and from 
statements by other soldiers, we may conclude that the Borden House survived 
the heavy infantry combat and the artillery fire of that day. 

Captain Pitt;man (C.S.A.), in an interview around 1896 relates:" ... On the 
7th, after the enemy had been driven to shelter behind _his artillery and 
the sun had gone down in a cloud of sulphurous smoke, the dusk of evening 
was coming on, our regiment was moved from the corner of the Borden orchard 
where we were formed after the last charge, and where the hardest fight of 
the day had occurred, to a point in the woods 150 yards to the south and 
west where we were given permission to 'lie down arms'." 

THE BURIAL TRENCHES 
In the Prentiss Report of 1888, mention is made of his companion, the 
Commissioner, who was a Union veteran and witness of the Prairie Grove 
battle. The Cormnissioner relates: u ••• The next day we went to the field 
and saw the burial details put·ting the dead in trenches. The piles of dead 
where the battery was fought over near the Hall House (Borden House), were 
frightful. The ground was muddy with blood." 

In the Prentiss report of 1888 there is also included the description given 
by another Union veteran, the Captain, who relates: "Not far from the house 
(Borden House) were depressions in the ground, and piles of gravelly and 
barren earth covered with green mould. These mark the t~enches where the 
Union dead were buried and from whence their poor bones were afterward 
removed. There were other .trenches in the orchard nmv enclosed ... All 
this ground was fought over, the combatants_ being generally the troops 
or Herron's command and the Arkansans. , Frost's Missourians, who in the 
original Confederate plan of battle we re placed on this flank, were soon 
se!nt to the Confederate left." 

THE 34th Arkansas, C.S.A., AT THE BATTLE OF P&~IRIE GROVE 
Flashback 1952 
" ... These Washington County men, who had been drilling for months at 
Spadra and Mazzard Prairie, down on the Arkansas River, knew where they were 

l 
_j 
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going when they marched out of Van Buren on the 3rd of December. They 
recognized the distant silhouette of the Boston Hountains. But they could 
hardly have forseen that the battle which they anticipated would occur 
,.,-i thin sight and sound of their homes -- with their own kin huddled in 
cellars or ministering to the wounded. The 34th Arkansas fought and died 
on horne grounds-- Crawford's Prairie, the Morton farm, the Borden orchard .•.. " 

The Commanding Generals Hindman, Herron, and Blunt reported 338 killed and 
1,630 wounded in action, for a total of 2,568 men. The high loss of 10% 
of the troops engaged stands as an exception to most Civil War battles, 
and indicates the severity of the infantry combat here and of the signifi­
cant part which artillery had in this battle. The records show that around 
600 of the wounded subsequently died. "Losses in killed, wounded, and 
missing totaled 1,317 for the Confederates and 1,251 for the Federals. Of 
the latter only 333 were from Blunt's Command indicating how much heavier 
a portion of the conflict Herron's men had borne." The Records show that 
of the counted wounded, 430 died in the Army hospital at Fayetteville, 150 
in the churches and homes of Cane· Hill, Prairie Grove, and others along the 
Cove Creek and Telegraph Road. 

In the Prentiss report of 1888 a description of the battle was given by 
Mrs. Staples, who relates her personal view of .the fight on the Confederate 
left flank around the Morton House. Prentiss wrote that, "The mistress of 
the mansion now is Mrs . Staples, nee' Mortontwho was a young woman at the 
time o:: the fight. The storm of battle , drifting from the east end of 
the ridge to the westward, drove the women and children to the Morton House, 
where they took refuge in a shallow cellar which Mrs. Staples shows to 
visitors. The incident most vivid in her mind was corning up from the cellar 
to get some garments to :cover the children who were suffering from cold." 

Yet, there is a copy of a typed manuscript in the Rare Documents file of 
the Arkansas History Commission in Little Rock entitled, Personal 
Recollections of the Battle of Prairie Grove, and is thoughtto have been 
written by Hrs. S.taples around 1896. It reads, "Early in the day the 
battle co~~enced on the Borden farm east of the grove, lasting until sunset , 
winding up on the Horton farm one mile west. The families were ordered 
wes·t to the first cellar, which was Morton's. Those in the cellar during 
the battle were N.J. and J.M. Horton, Wrn. Horton, \vrn. D. Rogers,. wife and 
three children, A. Borden, wife a nd five children , Eliza Borden, Dr. Rogers, 
wife and t\vo children. We all r emained in the cellar till dark, but I 
went into the house several times to get victuals and some bedclothes and 
wraps for the children .... Anothe r shocking affair was helping to bury 
Nr. Borde n, a brother of A. Borde n, who was brutally killed in the Pittman 
l ane ." From this s tatement we can easily infer that the Confede rates had 
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placed their sharpshooters in the Borden House to the east which offered 
an excellent view of the initial attacks of the Union Army of General 
Herron's command. It is also easy to imagine sharpshooters occupying 
the Borden cellar, which was protected from shot and shell. By removing 
some of the stacked stones of the foundation located in the northeast 
corner of the house they could have created a small, concealed position 
in the center of combat. They told the Borden family to get out of their 
house. 

In the Prentiss report of 1888, this journalist begins his interview around 
Prairie Grove by relating that, "Morning came, chill, cloudy and. for­
bidding. We walked along the business street, what may be called the 
Post Office street, in search of Confederate 'contemporaries' who could 
speak of the Prairie Grove battle from observation. There were several 
of them, all belonging that day to .Fagan's Arkansas Brigade which held 
the Confederate right. They thought the Confederate guns, over which 
the savage fight occurred at the white house (Borden House ), be longed to 
Blocher's Arkansas Battery. They spoke of the spot where the dead men 
were piled thickest, as the place where the horses \vere killed •.•• ~ 1 (This 
refers to the Captain's story in the next few paragraphs. ) 

" ... By general consent, Mr. Bill Rogers , who lived on the edge of the ridge 
and who, with his family connections, owned a large portion o f the field, 
they thought .the best guide procurable, and Mr. Rogers was found later in 
the morning and obligingly mounted his mule and rode over the f ield. We 
went first to the white house (Borden House) on the right of the Confederate 
line, overlooking the ford where the road from Fayettevi lle crosses. From 
near this house (Borden House) the Confederate artillery opened on Herron's 
troops when c~ossing, and were replied to first by Backhof's Battery. Here 
the 20th Wisconsin and the 19th Iowa made the first charge of the day, 
carrying the ridge, only to be forced back." 

The Captain's story- 1888. " ... We carne to a stream (it was the Illinois 
Creek) and we moved along the bank down the stream and formed in line ... 
The batteries concluded their di spute for a time; the men were wakened 
and stood up in line , and then moved t oward it. (The physical condition of 
the men r efers to the forced march of General Herron's men of 110 miles 
from their camp near Springfield, t-lissouri :;) And the fire from the guns 
on the crest, and the musketry fire, seemed to grow thicker and louder as 
we neared it. I saw a white house (Borden House ) on the crest an'd to our 
right. We came to the foot of the ridge, the slope covered with a tangle 
of vines and bushes and trees. Buried in this for a fey.; moments, \•le were 
sheltered as if we had gone in·to a fortress. (This r efers to a natural 
bench in the hill below the Borden House.) We came out near t he crest, 
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and there was a newly-built rail fence, and there, a few feet off, so that 
we were looking into their muzzles, were the guns, and nearby the horses 
standing quietly attached to the caissons. The guns which had been belching 
flame and smoke all morning stood there still and cold, and the horses as 
if waiting for us. We could have taken the horses away, but some officer 
called out to 'shoot the horses.' Men and officers called out in reply, 
'save the horses.' Again th~senseless order was repeated and this time 
obeyed. The beautiful horses were piled in a bloody heap, and the men 
swarmed over and around the guns and a great cheer went up." 

"Two minutes elapsed, the last stragglers were working their way out of 
the brush and up to the crowd about the guns, when dicipline asserted 
itself, the broken mass was formed in line and began to sweep up the 
crest and over it, and down the farther slope, and coming to another rise; 
we saw five gray lines, one behind the other, and they blazed, one after 
the other, down in our faces." 

"The impetus of the charge lasted until the regiment reached a ravine at 
the feet, so to speak of the enemy. Here we stood and fired up the slope 
and a hail of bullets answering smiting our line, and then the men lay 
down and fired as they had been taught to do .... there were no more men 
alive and unwounded in the ravine by that time. I passed the battery we 
had taken. The guns stood as we had left them." 

Prentiss c o ntinnes hi s observations in the vicinity of this battery: 
"The white house of today is a neat cottage with dormer windows, and is 
occupied by a family named Hall, newcomers to the country. (Courthouse 
records indicat that they were in the Borden House in this year 1888, the 
time of this re.port.) The inclosure about the house seems recent. (Probably 
remodeled by the previous owner, Mr. W. W. Blanton who is listed in the 
Washington County Courthouse Record Books G2-177 and G2-202 purchasing 
the house and land in the year 1881.) To the east, or in the rear of the 
house, is a young orchard, taking the pla ce of the old orchard which grew· 
there at the time of the battle, and where Lieutenant Colonel McFarland 
of the 19th Iowa, .. . was killed .... To the southward, or nearer the surnrnit 
of the ridge, much of the time r has been cut away. To the v1est of the 
house (Park property) and immediately around it there seems to have been 
few changes except those made by the hand of nature. The trees have 
g r own, a change which, occurring on all these forested battlefields, 
alters their appearance more tha n anything man has done; but there would 
b e no difficulty, we should think, in a veteran of the 20th Wisconsin, 
or 19th Iowa, or 37th Illinois, or 26th Indiana, from finding again the 
s c ene II 
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I have confined the accounts of the Prairie Grove battle to the Confederate 
right flank, which is located in and around the Borden House and orchard 
and where the burial trenches were excavated. The witnesses tell the 
story of the battle of Prairie Grove and I do not think that we can 
improve upon their description. 
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Herron's Attack of the Confederate Right . Flank 

* A characteristic of the Union ch;nges is that they were disjointed and 
made in dctac~nents of insufficient strength . 

* A hea\lly reliance on a strong and >vell served artillery saved the Union 
forces from disaster at Prairie Grove. 
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The Borden-Hall nousa 
structure clad in ar. 1 
Prairie Grove Sattlefi<· 

The plan has a central 
cut sandstone ch.il:lneys • 

~~ weather-board-clad 
atone foundation. The 
by round rafters. tt.e • 
ahinqles- and nov parti a 

The front facade face s 
first level of -this fa~ 
a portico and a sty!i:t"' 
The portico is COVP.XN 

at the eave and supper • 
the first level of the 
tri~d above viL~ t ho 
entrance door. Thi s s~ 
Tho ~uu: · leve l <! l:xl"rn C "' 

Tl'.a end dorucrs r:or.tz i~ 
is larger and is fra~ 
existed because L~o pr• 

Furthe~ reinforcing t~ 
east and west fac ades ~ 
· facades are double-hun 
·hung,. ai.x-pane wir.dovs 

!lear doors ,...xist in the • 
p-tnelled) • The door i n 
w~s hested by a bac~-t~ 

The central hallvay h-~~ 
to the half level. T!'.c 

aha(>P.d handrail and P l " 

The fireplace a..mtela " 
~tela contained pila ~ 
alu.,\ves. 'r.\8 we-st ronl: 
was plai11. 

faper and basebo3.rd c o-. 
rooas of the ~in bloclt 
were vood &upported by 
level were boarded a nd 



~ 
1;. 

L. 
1~ 

's· : 

'---

t.~"tQ 

T".CN 

-·-

r 
~ ~ 

~; 

e 

.: 

·j 
t 
j 

J 
l 
.J ,, 

"~ ~ 1 
-:. :.. 

.. , .. '. J.co" .... ~ -.;r.,r{·...-.11£..-,.. . 

__ j r~~vL: .:~~·;-~;JT-l 

C('ll.'OITIOH CHECK C Nl CHECJ(ONf 

:a.OO>.:; IrtALSITt _F.XCEUf~T 

_GOOD 

_FI.Jflt 

X. DHE~I()RAHO 

_ RL'!l.j S 

_t;tiEXfiC5£ 0 

_\i,....lTf~EQ 

x.--"L f{~fO _ ... OVlO CAll----

DESCRIBE rHE PR ES<.~n AND ORIGIN..l.L H~ KNOWNI PHYSICAL A PPE.o\RAf,;.C~ 

The Borden-Hall House i:J a one-and-one-half story and one-:.evdl <tddition fra..t 
Etructu~e clad in an 1830's skin. It is locateQ less than 50 y~ds eaat of 
Prairie Grove Battlefield Park. 

The plan has a c entral hallway, one room on eit~er ~ide. The exterior end, 
cut sandstone chimneys ~~ve been ra~ed but can be located. 
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'fhe weather-board-clad balloon fra~e buildin~ and the ell rest on a layed 
stone foundation. The building is c~pped by double-pitched roofs supported 
by round rafte~s . The roof was f irst covered in shir~les, then asphnlt 
shingles and now partially by tar paper. ~ 

SPECIF:C OATES Dece~~r 7, :861 ·auttC<P 

57 ATEMENT OF SIGNIFiCANCE 

The BattlE< - The ~-­
The Bllrro=di!1<J land and the !l<lrden l!c~.::; 
Confederate right flank waa and10rc<1 arc 
where the main fightinq r.f t .'1.e Prairie f 

Stated, :;enoral Herron l'ttacked the C,Jr, 

it vas not until 4:00 that G:met·al lll u.--.· 
Union forces, "'hie~ the n fought ·toqatil!! 
scquently, I intend to confin~ ~~s re~ 
which took place on tha Con.fcdcntu. r ic: 

The front facade faces north across L'la valley of tha Illinois Creeit. The 
first l evel of this f acade contains fh•e bays. The central bay consists of 
a portico and a stylized triunc;ular-~irnented. entra:1ce door with . sidelights. 
The po rtico is c oV•!rcd ~y P. hnlf-hi.p;:>cd roof, d e ccr.:1':::erJ. with latt.~ce t.-c.r~ 

at the eave and s Gpportc:l hy tu='!d cch:::.."ls. The four bays th3.t cc:r.plete 
the fir5t l eve l o f the nJrth f acade contain double - hung , s~~-pane windows 
tri~1ed above witj1 t he stylized t::ia~qular r:-e ::lin~nt d ·:!--o,, ~tr:l':::~ a!>ove tha 
entrance Coor . This sar..c tr.i.~ w.1s u :;cd on the intcrio: of th~se ""ind\J·w!f. 
! 'he half lc•;nl ;:~ bcve 0:1. <: Cl. ' non:!-! f~::a:lc c ontai ns t h=ee dor;:,er windows . 
'!'he .end d~r::'l:!rs ~ Or.tein ~-:::uble - h•..t."1CJ, ~i~-pane sa sh . 7':1e c entral donner 
is l a r<JCr a nd i :; f~;:~:ced for a d oor, indicat i ng a dif feren t type portico 
cxi:>::ed t ccau::;e the pre .;cnt portico r OQf half co•;er5 t he dee r opcning . 

Fu=the r r einfo::cin-:J t he S}-n.,.,trical nature of the house are the identical 
e;~st a nd ..-e st f acades of th.:J C~.lin bled:. On t he l ower lc·:-el of both 
f acades al::e double-hung, six-pane win:lc ws. On the u pper level t~ double­
hung, s ix-pane windows fla"lk the c~~"lcy. 

Rear doors r.xist in the l o ..,·er r o<:l'IS of t he main block. (All c!oors 'liere four 
p~nellcd l. The door in the east r ocm Pnters the two-room ad~it:ion which 
was heated by a bd:::k-to-back bric k fireplace . 

The c entral hal lway had a r e= d ec:: a :u.l contained tho open- string stairs 
to the half l evel. The st<>irs are •Lu shaped, with winders, turned newel, 
sha?Cd handrail and plain balus t ers . 

The fireplace ~antels w~re carJcd ~~ with r ectangular openings. Both 
mantels contained pilaste rs and entablatures, b~ mouldings and mantel 
sht•l ves . The west l!ldnte l hc~d a r.ouldoo frieze, w!tcreas t !1a e.sat mantel 
was plain. 

Paper and baseboard covered the plaster on \JOOd l&th walla of tha lower 
rooms of t he ma in bloclt. 'I"he c eilings were plasteced also, and the floorfl 
were "oiQt)(1 sup[>Orted by log joists. w:Ul and floo;.; &:lrfaces L"' the upper 
level were boarded end P"f>ered. 
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House. I believe that these rn?Crt~ - : 
how ~?Ortant thiG site is to the Pl::air l 
tho existin<J Bordan !louse and o:::ch;t:d o;. 
historical landmark iflt~~tely i~enc if! · 
place on that Sunday, Il<!cember 7, 1862. 

CeMrlll Hind:rJ 
•The shape o~ tha hlll dl!te:rnined t h'l L 
the fo~ of a horseshoe.• whsn t ~~ Cn".. 
battle a~cund tho hilltop vlllaqa c/ F= 
late to eng<4C]a General Herron's OlU.on ,,. 
•General Martn.,dnlte w.:1a f<tlling !Md;. be t: 

Shoup had placed his Confoderate divi~ ! = 
attack. He h:ld vit.h admira.'Jl& J~.:Wj~:::t 
upon the brow of • densti!ly wood~ hill c 
road end within artillery r.mgo of the t 

Pre.nt icA 
•orhe linee ot battle sa~<! very chart, 
qoneral terms, between t!Mt Hall BGU~I!! ( _,. 

!llst of the f:>rmer a:ld -it~ ot th.l lo~tte , 
to epealt, and w could find no tradi"'l o n 
Arkansas R.i11tory COlml.is:Jion, •'1'1lo m.ut. 
place about tha Borden House and ore~. 
than 300 da<ld in leas than two acrea o! 
Occupyinq •he right flank of the Con!e.!~ 
the aUlrt of the b&ctlt c• as this fl .mk"­
occupied by at• abandon4!d Cont'e.:ler;attt !::att 
th.ti initial attllcks of (;enerlll Rete~ • 
thiM, b.Jyond a doubt, by cont!.nu.dly rt>~f! 
in tl''li8 lu:'ea -- ~ exiat.inq Bord~" 8-.)IJN 

. ~~ 
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The Borden-Hall Hol!se is in a deteriorati ng condition. l\..!oong the immediate 
pcoblems are a r~or root, falle n chi~,eys , rotting foundations and porchea, 
wa•:er damage ft:= windows, etc. Ac t ion mus t be taken h•Jrridly to prevent 
t:.e loss of this very significant building and · site. 
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The Battle - 7he Eorden House 
The surrounding l ar..d and th8 Borden House canr.ot !o-e s.:;p.-.rated . T!"le 
Confederate rig!lt flank "'"-!l anchored i'lronnd the F.-or:i~n Eous~ a.•d orchard 
lo1her<! the oain f ig!lting o f ~10 f'rairi.e Grc•<e b.:ltt1.c t=k pl<:ce . Er:.'"flY 
£tated, Gene r al H:!rron l" tt.:t::kcd the C...:nfcd~r.J.':C r L-=:--:. t :fl~n.~ :-.zltr no-Jn und 
it va s not until 4:f.O t..~at C~!1Cl.al Blu:\~ c r~e c..n th~ ficlC t.o c::it.:! t:'1~ 

Union forces, "'!1ic:1 t ho n f -~~~ht t~geth::!r un~il 7:('·:) in t.h~ e.·-to"1.ir..J. C-;:on­
s equently , I i ntcr\d t..:; cc:1.:::_n'"! this r t!->ert cnly ~. :_) t.~;:,..::c \:it.: t!:i-~·~d ~::·.:c'...!nt :J 

which took place on th~ Cur~tede!"~::e ri.~h'": flz...·k i:t 2:1! ~,.:.-o · u:d t.h::! ~-:-rrl~n 

House . I belic·re tC.:1t th-::,;e r·~;>erts. t!.'O.""t. coth li~:-·.:.'1 <>::..1 Sc·~r.h, w!.ll r.:-o·:e 
ho w in?Qrt.!nt: t1tic site i"": to t.;L~ r ~ 1ir.:.e Grn·re E: 1t:~ ~::i-~ld r>~~ ei:':J t :::!t: 
the cxi~tin7 ~·rdcn t: ~; u~e ar:d ~~~~::1::d <;::-:r;._-.d :·-.;!"" ... t 1:-'! !:'.l 'f.·~ u1 .::1:1 orinin..1l 
h.istoricJl land:-.. '1rk i ntir"'!.J.tf'!.y i ~.:r:::;.. ·.:ic~ ~!.th th::1 :-;J in c·.re-nt3 w:1ic~' tock 
plac~ on t~c Sun~ay , D2cc~~~r 7, 1:G2 . 

G~r.o ral V..ir·J;:-ln C. 3 . A. 
• The shape of the hill dct.c.:-:Une.d t .- · li:1 ~ of ~-.~1 -c~:e, · .• ·hit.:h "-' .l9 n ,-~~..'1. ::-'!y in 
the for·o of a horseshoe . " W'"h"n ~ 'lu C.:); : -~L::!er u":. •' ;-~~--; l'"_J :J. Uru· .... n A line of 
batt le a ro-wid t he hilltop v.iLt~ ·:;n cf i .1i.r.l ~ G::~"J·:~ t,(:y '-" !rO al:·.-.. .;d / t. :..X'l 

lat.e to en?aQe C~neral E~ rror-;.'3 Pn!o-:1 c..::e·.,~nd aic,;. o e s l 1 .1 L.:r'!n c-: ·jic:1~d . 

•ceneral Marr.adnke W:\S fullit-.'l l:: . .1ck !;o~for!l t.:'\·:! L ~i~on i."1!" •• -:.._:/ , a~d G-~::ax~ol 

Shoup had placed h is C:onf&i~ratc dlvi.Glun in ~-r.JCJ-~ir.n t:l r:.-.\!~ ~e e..cr!"-"'t: ~·' i 
attack .. H~ had wit.~ a dr.ir.:lble i.!dc·::-:e:'!.t ,e-.'.'! -:·,·.1 a ::;~""ia c t:H~~ iv .. ~ r -:JGitlvn 
upon the b!"cr..r of a denrif'ly \JI:lcd~d hlll c:) ·--=-- ~r.1ir,q th<! C:l.-.'!~ r~i ~l a nd f~ ~# c.1 -::.t.tl't!.ll..l 
road and within artille ry r ..t;-,gc of the fv.::d c : ~!.linD1., •.::: .. ak . n ( :';),)tu ) 

Prsnti:;~:; l&aa 
•The lines of battle soe:n·~ v e ry short, t:1~ Ccr.fcd~rat.:S3. t-r0~t k··!b.:.I.:i•v!~ i n 
q Gneral t erms , i;>cb.laen t '>e 1!.1ll 1\•JU&., (B<Jrd.:n nlU.se) ·:lnrl ~\u }~?t:t•)n t:Juse . 
East of the for=r a:;d W\! !IC c! t..'"le latt..er t.La i~"'tlu s ·•t::.ed l o rr.:y 0.1t so 
to speak, and wo could find n•:> tro.1i4 ,i.:.n o~ la~.:l"'ar ~." J> • ..:cor·linq to tho 
Arkansa!J History COlrll'!li!l~ion, " Tr,e J'!\oJfit £.~aYcre fi;h~i;;q of t.."l.c t ... ttt..:.o ~;_~-,~ 
place about t l"le Borde n P.ouse and orchard . " C?.nLril:t H~rro~ ref>O::~o..l I!IO::e 
than 3CO dead in l ess t ha n t>R> acres of the slo::-Es abou~ thi.l h.:JU1i'3 , 
Occupyinq ~he ri']ht fl ank ot the Conf&.'!er<~te ,.;., , the Evrrkn H·~u~ s~w 
the start of the bdttl · ·• a • this f luAI~ !i\lt..;-"'"S!'.lliy h.'Jld th~ orcharo t'l&n 
occupied by a.r· a ba.ndoned Conrt..'<le rai:e b.'l.tt.ery of fan· places w:1ich b<llt~:i 
t~ il'!.i.tial attt~cks of General Her!:··m. '1"1~ tollv.>.'nq ::-<:<c;:;rds ~ill .::r"ve 
t his, wyond e doubt , l:rt continually r;2fcrring to the c.ne obvious la.."!dl!!ark 
in t !tia area -- t J1e existing 13i>rdnn Hu-..IGO!. 
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In the official Records: Voluw~ 22, Report 114, Genera: Herron reports on 
December 19, . i862: " •.• when within 100 yards of the rirlge, the 20th 
Wisconsin and the 19th Iowa Infantry were ordered to charge a battery 
placed nedra farm house (Borden House), on the edge of the hill. The 
charge was made in gallant style, the enemy driven back, and the battery 
taJcen, but the ground could not b'l held •••• Regir.lent after regiment of 
infantry was hurled upon th~, and they were compelled to fall back." 

Colonel Orme 94th Illinois, U.S.A. 
In this same vol~e of the Official Records, Report w3l, written on 
December 10,1862 by Colonel Crme of t he 94th Illinois: "~eanwhile the 
19th Iowa hdd r eceived and returned the fire of the enemy and now ~dvanced 
steadily U? the hill to the l ef t of the white nouse (Borden House) , and across 

. the orchard back of the house to a f ence, behind which the enemy in greatly 
superior force were conce <lled. At it a pproached, the ene~y rose up and 
po~red in a most severe and destructive fire upon it, and the 20th Wisconsin 
havir.g already c orr.menced to f all back in disorder, the 19th Iowa was unable 
to hold its position , a~d was ~ompelled to fall back across the orchard, 
where Lieutenant Colonel Mc Farland fell shot through t he body. Major D. 
Kent t hen took corr~nd and rallied a po:tion of his ~n . who had fallen 
back to the right of the battery, near the position of the 94th Illincis." 

Major Kent 19th Iowa, U.S.A. 
In ~~e same volume of the Offica!~ecords, Report *33, wTitten Decembdr lOth, 
1862 by Major Kent, 19th Iowa, who d~sc ribes this charge:" ... The skirmishers 
advanced under a heavy fire . to a cornfie ld to the right of Battery E, lst 
Missouri A=tillary, and were orde red to hold it a~ all hazards which was 
done, until ordered. to fall back and foro in line of battle . The regiment 
WwS then ordered to advance to the l e ft of the white house (Bord en House) 
on the hill to rupport the 20th Wisconsin which was hotly engaged . The 19th 
Iowa led by Lieutenant Colonel Mc Farla nd a dvanced up the hill steadily and 
across the orctard back of the house (Eorde n) when thP. 20th Wi ~consin gave 
way. The lOth still advanced to t he f P.nce adjoi ning the wood, when the 
en~y, concealed, arose to their f ee t, three regiment~ deep, pouring a 
destructive fire on us from three sides , vhich caused the regiment to waver 
and fall back to the battery, on the left of the road leading up the hill, 
Lieutenant Colonel McFarland he re fell, shot through the body. I t~~n took 
c~And and rallied what was left of the regiment, as the reg~nt met with 
a severe loss in the charge •••• Colonel Orme then r ode up and ordered Captain 
Roderick to fall in and rally with the 94th Illinois which he did, led by 
Colonel Orme in pP.rson, driving the enemy back with great slaughtPr, and 
holding their position until orde red to fall back and reform." 
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M3.jor Thompsen, 20th Iowa, u.s ..... 
Major w. c . Thompson, 20th Iowa, i !\ a letter dated December 10, 1862, wrote: 
"We drove them from their positi~n ~nd was still fighting near a fence, and 
an empty· house (Borden House) stood away about twenty yards from us. t.t 
last I heard some of the boys say,'For God's sake, Y~jor, get off your horse 
or you will be killed I', for they "'ere shootirt'J at me out of the house and 
a few of the -cowards had sneaked into the hou~e (Borden) and had shot often 
at me and had miss~~ me. But just at sundown and the very last r~und they 
shot _at us, one of the cowardly cusses raised the window &nd took a good 
aim and I was hit that time •••• " From this graphic description _and fr.om 
statements by other soldiers, ~e may conclude that the Borden House survived 
the heavy infantry combat and the artillery fire of that da·f. 

Captain Pittman (C.S.A.), in an interviEw around 1696 relate~:" •.• On che 
7th, after the enemy haJ been driven to shelte r behi nd his artillery and 
the su.1 ~ad gone down in a clou:l o f sulphuro•.:s S!:!Ol<e , t!-le dusk of evening 
was coming on, our r egiment was moved from t he corner of the Bord~n orcr~rd 
where we were fo,;med. after the las t c harge , and w!tere the hardes t fight of 
the day had 0~eurrcd, to a point in the woods lSJ yards to the svuth and 
west where -..•e wer e give n pemission t o 'lie do•rn a~'." 

THE BrJRIAL TR£!lCHES 
In the Prentiss Report of 1888, n~ntion is made of his companion, the 
Co~missioncr, who was a Union vet~ran ·and wi L,css of the Prairie Grove 
t>a.ttle . The Commi s s ioner r elatc:> :" .•. The _next day we w~nt to the field 
and saw the buria l details ~tt.:.ng t he d e ad in trenches. The piles of dead 
where the_ battery was fought ove r ncar the H~ll Ho~~ e (Bor~en Rouse), ~re 
friq"-tf.ul. The ground was c.uddy with blood ." 

In the Prentiss report of 1888 there is also i ncluded the d eecription given 
by another Union veteran, t he Captain, who r elates : "No t far from the house 
(Borde n House} were d epr ess i ons in the grour.d , and piles of gravelly and 
barten earth covered with green mould. TheGc ~~rk the trenc hes where the 
Union dead were buri.ed and from whence their poc.r bor.es we re afte rvard 
removed. There wert! othe r trenches in the orchard now enclosed .•. All 
this ground wa~ fought eve r, the co~tants being g ~nerally the troops 
or He~:ron's command and. the l.rkansans. Frost•s Misso..!rians , who in the 
original Confed erate plan of battle we re placed o n this flank, were soon 
sent to the Confederate left." 

T~E 34th Arkansas , C.S.A., AT rrlE BATTLE OF PRAIRIE GROVE 
Flashback 1952 
" ••• These Washington County men, who had been drilling for months at 
Spadra ar.d Mazzard Prairie, down on the Arkansas River, knew wnere th£ry ve.re 

~-··--·:"""'~ · ~·-::: " -:::": -.. ' .---~ ........ ..... ___ _.._ .. ,..~- • ··-"-: ~ -..,.,:""7"~"":~1'").~ ·;:;~7': ~.o.;·:<.,:t·~~ ; ."'!":_"!'!'t~· 

i; 
;t 
I , 
I < 
i ~ 
i ~ ,. 

It 

f. 
h 
l ~ 

!! 

t; 

! 

' ~ 
l 

.. 
t 

t 
> 

~ 
~ 

~ it ._....._.......,, .. ~-~.~~ ..... 
1-r 

_J 1 """'"" 141-JOOo !Aev 1C- 741 

IJ !lilT I::() ST ,\ 

NATIONAl F 
INVENT C. 

~-

1 CONTINUA TI C ' 

& 
1 

qoinq vhe ' 
r ecognize-.:. 

Q ~ hardly ha.,. 
within si c: ··· 
cellars o:r 
o n home cr.· -

The COl!Da ~ · 
1,630 wour · 
of the t.rc - -
and indic - . 

I 
cantfar t. 
600 of th.• 
aissinq 
the latt~_-

j a port.:.m 

l 
of the cc 
in the d . 
Cove Cree . 

ln the Pr· 
Mrs. sta; 
left tlar~ 
the ~eans i · 

t.i:nc of t 
the ridge 
where t he 
Yisitors . 
to 'let sc.n 

Yet, ther~ 

the Ark.J r 
Recoll ec t 
vrrttenh-
battle cc 
vtndin<J u 
vest to t 
tl\1! battl· 
three chi 
wife a nd 
vent into 
wraps tor 
I'Cr. Borde · 
lar.e. • r 

j 
I 

· ::{'~..., ...... ..,..., ..... -~ .... -.... -

<;: 



; 
'.;: . 
;-_· ,. . 
~ · 
~: 

_:_; i;~ 

, · 

I 

" 1 ,' 
1' 

--~·~_ .. .__ ___ .... --= - _...;-~--· ~-~ ... --~~~,....-.....:.. . ...:......---=-- '~......._ ... ...._ .... ~.---..... _.-..,._...._-.......... -..:-....., .... .._ ~.-.. _p .... ....,_ .. . 

l 
I 

i 
l 

I 
l 
l 
1 o; H 

e 

I 

l 
i 

l 
l 

l 
:.1 

' :'l 
·l 

1 
1 
' 

; O"'m trh1 ;p.')O()e 
\ ~ .~ 10· 141 

LNITtDSTATlS Dl:t'ARHtt::-.ro~ THI:: INHRIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAl REGISTER Or' IDSTOatC PLACES 
INVENTORY·- NOMINA TION ... fORM 

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 

FOR NPS USt O~I.Y 

RECEIVED OCT 1 8 1976 

DATE E"iTEtlEO MAR 17 1977 

PAGE 3 

going .. 11en tl·ey marched out of Van Buren on the 3rd of Dece.'llher. They 
recognized the distant silhouette of the Bosto~ ~ountains. But they could 
hardly have forseen that the battle which they -.~ticipated would occur 
within sight and svund of their homes -- with their own kin huddled in 
cellars ol""mini·stering to the wounded. The 34th Arkansas fou ght and died 
on home g~ounds --Crawford's Prairie, the Morton farm, the Borden orchard •••• R 

The Cotr.:uanding Generals Hindman, Herron, and Blunt reported 338 killed and 
1,630 .. ~unded in action, for a total of 2,568 men. The high loss of 10\ 
of the troops engaged stands a5 an exception to most Civil War battles, 
a.>d indicates the severity of the infantry co:nbat . here a nd of the signifi­
cant part which artillery had in t his battle. The records show that arouud 
600 of the wounded ' subsequently died. "Losses in killed, wounded, and 
missing totaled 1,317 for the Confederates and 1,251 for the Federals. Of 
the l a tte r o.tlv 333 were from Blunt 's C=.and indicatinq how much heavier­
a portion of the con flict Hcrr0n's men ~d· borne ." The Rec o rd s show that 
of the coun<:t!d wour,ded , 43 0 d i ed in t he Amy hospical at Fayettev!.lle, LiO 
in t he c hur ches and .hones of Cane Hill, Prai rie Grove, and othe rs ·along fne 
Cove Creek a nd 7e l cgra ;>h Road. 

In the Prentiss r eport of 1888 a d escription ~~ the battle was give n by 
~~s. Sta;>les, who relates her personal v iew cf the fi ght on t he Confederate 
l ef t fl ank around the Morton Eouse. Pr~•tiss wrote that, "The -mistress of 
the mansion now is Krs. Staples, nee' ~orton1 who .. ~s a young woman at the 
t L~e of the f ight . The storm of battle , drifting from the east end of 
the r idge to the westward, drove the .. ur-en a nd c hildren to the Morton House, 
where they took r efuge in a sha llow c ellar which Mrs. Staples shows to 
visitors. The incident mos t vivid in he r mir~ wa s coming up f r om the cellar 
to ~et some garments to cover the chi ldren who were su ffe ring from cold." 

Yet, t here is a copy of a typed ~Dnuscript in the Rare Documents file of 
the Arkansas Hist~ry Commission in Little Rock entitled, Per son~l 
Recoll ec tions of the Battle of Prairie Gro·;e , and is t hcughtto have been 
written by Mrs. Staples around 1896 . rt r eads , "Early in t he day t ~ 
battle commenced on the Borden farm east-of tha grove, lasting until :<unset, 
wind ing up on the Mort.'ln f arm o.1e mile ._"t!st . The :':a.'llilies were ordered 
west to the fir s t cellar , which was Morton ' s . Those in the c e lla r during 
the battle were N.J. and J.M. Mor t on, ~~. Morton, Wm. o. Rogers, wife and 
three children , A. Bor-den, wife and f i-.J>e children, Eli:::a Borden, Or. Rogers, 
wife and two childre;'l. We all remained in the cellar till d~rk, but I 
vent into the house s everal times to Qet victuals and some bedclothes and 
vraps for the children •••• Anothe r s~king affai r w~s helpinq to bury 
~- Borden, a brother of A. Borden, who was brutally kill ed in the Pittman 
lane. R From this st:at~ent we can easily infer that tM Confederates had 
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placed their sharpshooters in the Borden House to the east which offered 
an excellent view of the initial attacks of the Union Army of General 
Herron's roommand. It is also easy to L-nagine sharpshocten; occuprir.q 
the -Borden cellar, wh i.c~ was protected from shot and shell. ay removing 
sorne o f t ·he stacked stones of the foundation located in th'! northeast 
cor~er of the house th'!y ~ould have created a SQall, concesled pcs~tion 
tn the center of combat. They told the Borden f~ly to get out of their 
house. 

In the Prentiss r eport of 1888, this journalist begins his interview around 
Pr~irie Grove by relating t hat , "!'.orning came, chill, cloudy and for­
bidding. We walked alon9 t he business street, what may be called the 
Post Office street , · in search of Confederate 'contemporaries' who could 
s;>eai< of t he Prairie Grove battle fro:n observation. There "'ere several 
of them, all belo~qing that day to Fa9an's Arkansas Brigade w~ch held 
the Con~ederate right. They ~hought the Confederate guns, over ~hich 
t!1e sav;~ge fight occur-r!:d at t!uo! wnite house (Borden House), belonged to 
Blo.~her ' s Arkansas BattPry . They spoke of the spot where the dead men 
were piled thickest, as tile place wi1ere the hor ses were killed, ..• :'(This 
r~fcrs to t he Captain's story in the next few paragraphs. ) 

" ... 3y general consent, Mr . Bill Rogers, who lived on the edge of the ridg~ 
and who, with his family connections, o·~ed a large portion of th~ field, 
they thought the best guide procurable , and Mr. Rogers Wil!> :ou1.d later in 
t he ~orni~g ann o~ligingly mounted his mule a>~ r ode ove r t he field. We 
went first to the white house (SOrde n House) on the righ t of the Confederate 
line, overlooking the ford where the road from . fayetteville crosses . From 
near t his house (Borde n House) the Confederate artil l ery opened on Her~n's 
tr~ops w<w n crossing, and were replied to first by Backhof's Battery. Here 
the 20th Wisconsin and thci 19th Iowa tMue the first charge of the day, 
carrying the ridge , only to be forced bac~.~ 

The Captain'~ story- 1888 . " .•. We came to a strea~ (it was the IllinOis 
Creek) a :ld II'·' novcd a l ong the bbnlt do~o.-n the stream a !"ad f Jrmed in line ••• 
The batter iF s concluded their dispute for a ~~; the men were waltened 
and s~>d up in line, and t hen :aved toward it. (The physical condition of 
thf' 'lien r <>fers t o the forced caxch of Genural Herron 'e men of 110 ~r.iles 
from their camp near Spri:~gfield, Missouri;) An<' the fire fr.)m the quns 
on tr~ crest, and t~~ m~sketry !ire, seemed to grow thicker and louder as 
ve neare<r it. I saw a whi ti! bc~3e (Borden House) on tl'.e ccest and tc 0\lr 

right. We came to the foot of the ridge, tha slops covered with a tangle 
of vines and bus hee and treea. Buried in this for a few mot~~enta, ve were 
sheltered as if - had qone i:lto a fortress. ('l'hia r o tors to a natural 
bench in the hill belov the wrden House.) We .:-·out near the crest, 
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and the r e was .a newly-built rail fence, and there, a few feet off, so that 
"'e were locking int'o their muzzles, were the guns, and nearby the horses 
standing quietly attach<!d to the caissons. The guns ...-l ic!l had been belching 
flfu~e arn smoke all morning stood there s~ill and cold, Jrrl the horses as 
if waiting for us. We could have tL~en the horses away, but some officer 
called out to ' shoot the horses.' Men and officers r.alled out in r eply, 
' save t.he horse,;.' Again the senseles;; o::der ~'as · repeated and this time 
oteyert. The beautiful horses were piled in a bloody heap, and the men 
swarrnej eve r and around the ~~sand a great cheer went up." 

-~~ minutes ela?sed, t he las t stragg lers ~ere working their way out of 
t.he brush and up to t he crowd about the quns, when dicipline a s serted 
1~ sel f, t.he b~oken mass was for~d in l i ne and began to sweep up the 
cres t and o·;er it, a:lii down th.~ farther slope, and c o ming to another rise, 
• .. "C saw five" <":;ray l1.nes, one behir.d t he o~her, CSh"i they blazed, C'ne after 
the other, dowr. in our faces.", 

" T!:l.e iot---etus of the charge last~ l· nti:!. the regirne nt r ea"r.ed a ravine at 
the f ee t, so t o s peak of the enet.•Y· Here ~e stood an-I fired up the slope 
a~d a r~il of bullets a nswe ring smiting our line, a~~ the n t he men lay 
down arrl fired as they had been taught to do •... there were no more men 
alive a.1d unwounded in the ravir.e br that t~. ·• passed the battery ~e 
had taken. The guns stood as we had l.!ft them." 

P~entiss continues his observations in the vicinity of this battery: 
"The wru te house of '.:~ay i s· a neat cottage with don:~er •ir~ows , and is 
occupied by a fau~ly named Hall, newc~rs to the country. (Courthouse 
records !.ndica:: that they we re in the Eorden H:> usc in this year 1 988 , the 
time a: this r eport.) The inclosure about the house seems recent. (Probably 
r emodeled by the previous owner, Mr. w. w. Blanton who i s listed in the 
Washington Co unty Co~rthou~e Record Books G2-177 ar~ G2-202 purchasing 
':h<! house and land in the year 1881.) To the east,. or in the rear of the 
house, is a young orchard, ~Aking thP Flace of the old orchard which grew 
there at t he time of the battle, a nd w!:".ec e Lieutcnan'..: Colonel McFarland 
of the 19th Iowa, . .• was killed .•.. To .t..'la southward, or nearer the sUlll"lit 
of the r idg< , much of tho timer has been cut away. To the ...-est of the 
house (Park property) and i<rrnediately a..-ound it there see= to have been 
few changes except those made by the hand of nature. The trees have 

· grown, a change which, occurring on cl. these forested battlefields, 
alters their appearance more than anything llla1l ha.s done1 but there would 
be no d ifficulty, we should think, in~ veteran of tho 20th Wisconsin, 
or 19th Iowa, or 37th Illil..ois, or 26th Zndiana, from finding again the 
IICene 
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I have confined the accounts of the Prairie Grove battle to the Confederate 
right flank, .which is located in and arour.d the Borden House and orchard 
and ~here the burial trenches were excavated . The witnesses tell the 
story of ~~e battle of Prairie Grove and I do not think that ~~ can 
improve upon their description. 
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