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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (‘F KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Yosemite Transportation Company Office was constructed in Yosemite
Valley in 1910 and moved to Wawona in 1960. Originally housed in the
building were a variety of transportation and communication facilities.

It is a 1% story frame structure 23' x 21'. The building consists of an
unpeeled log frame, vertical posts, and horizontal beams, with infill
panels of natural cedar bark and thin, unpeeled logs arranged in decorative
patterns (predominantly herringbone). It has a steeply pitched overhanging
roof of wood shingles, supported on log rafters, which measures over

half of the height of the building. .. A king post truss .of peeled logs is
used both functionally and decoratively in the front gable, which overhangs
four feet.

The casement windows have diamond-pane sash which are placed horizontally
in the frames.

The building recéives adequate preservation maintenance through its
inclusion in the Pioneer Yosemite History Center. An historic structure
. preservation guide should be completed for this building.

The justification for moving the building is in paragraph two of the
significance statement. The roof structure was removed to facilitate

"~ passage through the Wawona tunnel. It was replaced at the new site
and the building was treated with woed preservative, An interior fire
prevention sprinkler system.was installed at this time.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Yosemite Transportation Company Office ‘(Wells Fargo Office) is of local
significance in the fields of architecture and transportation. These sig-

nificances are based on the design of the structure and on its use for many
years as a transportation facility for visitors to Yosemite Valley.

The building is an exceptional and rare example of the Rustic Style of
architecture as it first developed in the Yosemite region. Characteristic
of the style was the use of cedar bark strips applied in decorative patterns,
as exterior sheathing material on wood frame buildings. Structures which
are similar in design include the Yosemite Valley Railroad Station at

El Portal (destroyed by fire, 1949) and four buildings extant in Yosemite
Valley: the Curry Cabin, Tresidder Cabin, original Camp Curry Registration
Office, and the Pohono Studio (all nominated to the National Register).

These rustic structures represent an- effort to &e51gn fac111t1es which would
not be intrusive or incompatible with the natural environment.’

The transportation significance of the structure results from its function
as a horse and motor stage terminal. The building was erected at the 01d
Village site, near the Sentinel Hotel, in 1910 with funds and design
provided by the Yosemite Valley Railroad Company. The railroad had

recently completed a line to El Portal on the western boundary of Yosemite
National Park. Horse and later "auto-stages' connected the E1 Portal depot
with Yosemite Valley. During the stagecoach years the building also served
as a telegraph and express office and it was then that the name "Wells Fargo"
became associated with it. '

After the all-year highway was -opened in 1927 the popularity of the Yosemite
Valley railroad began to diminish in favor of private vehicles and commercial
buses. The Yosemite Transportation Company shifted its transactions to the
"front desk'" at lodgings throughout the park. In the late 1930s the vacant
Y.T.C. building was converted to an employee residence.

In 1959 the "Wells Fargo Office" was slated for demolition as part of the
National Park Service's "Mission 66" program that dismantled the majority of
buildings in the Old Village and restored the meadow to its natural state.
Recognition of the building's unique design and local history led to the
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allocation of funds for removal rather than destruction. The building was
acquired from Yosemite Park and Curry Company and moved to the Pioneer
Yosemite History Center in Wawona. There the building was restored to a
circa 1912 appearance and opened for interpretive use.

Because the building was moved from its historic location in 1959, the
sole significant value requiring management protection is the physical
integrity of the present structure.



