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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built c.l855-1860, Chesnut Cottage has retained its original 

appearance: one and a half story frame house; central dormer 

with arched window; slant roof portico supported by octagonal 

columns and unusual balustrade combining ironwork and wood; 

two inside chimneys; large windows; front doorway with side­ 

lights and transom. 

Interior is four square plan with central hallway.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Significant architecturally as a "Columbia cottage", adaptation of

the standard Neo-Classic cottage to local conditions and requirements;

and historically as the home of General James Chesnut and Mrs.(Mary

Boykin) Chesnut during the Civil War period.

General Chesnut served on Davis's staff. Mrs. Chesnut provided

future generations with eyewitness accounts of happenings during

the 1860's with her Diary from Dixie, edited by Ben Ames Williams

and published in 1905.

October 5, 1864, Jefferson Davis was entertained at the Chesnut

Cottage and from its front steps made a speech to "an immense

crowd" of the citizens of Columbia.

Chesnut Cottage is now the office of Dr. Dubose Egleston, Jr.
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Dollle McGrath., Historic Resources Coordinator I
ORGANI ZATION

South. Carolina Department of Archives and History 2/11/71
STREET AND NUMBER:

1430 Senate Street, P.O. Box 11J88 Capitol Station
CITY OR TOWN:

Columbia South Carolina

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance, of this nomination is: 

National

Name

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

(xUw A
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

MAY 6 1971

Date

Charles E. Lee
ATTEST:

Title Director, South Carolina
Department Archives & History

Date 2/14/71_________________________ Date
MM ?9 *"


