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The statue and grave of fe-kah-wah-she-tun-kah is located in the 
northeast quarter of the Fairfax Cemetery at the southwest edge of town. 
The statue, which faces west, is carved in stone and sits atop a large 
base some six feet high. The statue is life size, approximately five 
and a half feet in height. Chief Ne-kah-wah-she-tun-kah is shown in 
leggings and moccasins with a blanket draped around his bare shoulder. 
He is holding a metal-headed tomahawk in his left hand. His right hand 
is hidden by the blanket. He wears a single shell pendant and his head 
is shaven but for the roach. The following epitaph is carved on the base;

Chief
Ne-kah-wah-she-tun~kah 

Born in Qsage Co., £839
Died Aug. 3, 1923 

He was governor of the 
Osage four times 
and a member of the 
council seven times

His sole aim in life was the 
welfare of his people

Behind the statue is a large stone crypt about three feet high and six 
and a half feet long. It is plain except for a rose-colored cement 
covering that is inlaid with black and white rock chips. Much of the 
colored cement has now fallen off.

Next to the statue and base of the Chief a somewhat smaller base 
bears the name of the Chief's wife. There is no statue but the crypt 
behind the base is identical to that of the chief's. The inscription 
reads:

Wah-ghre-lum-pah
Wife of Chief 

Ne-kah-wah-she-tun-kah
75 years old 

Died July 2^, 192^
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History

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This grave and statue-memorial is significant, not only for the role 
Chief Ne-kah-wah-she-tun-kah played in usage history during his lifetime, 
but also - and perhaps even more importantly - for the influence his 
burial ceremony had on events after his death*

Ne-kah-wah-she-tun-kah was an important leader of the Osage people. 
He was governor, or p^r/nary chief, four times, twice as elected principal 
chief - in 1908-1908 and again in 1922-1924, He was a member of the tribal 
council seven time's.

When Ne-kah-wah-she-tun-kah died he received the complete traditional 
Osage burial ceremony. This ceremony included the killing of his favorite 
horse and the placing of a human scalp in his grave at the end of the 
mourning period to allow his spirit to enter the spirit world. The scalp 
used in this particular burial was that of a Wichita chief A-sa-wah, and 
its taking percipitated an inter-tribal incident that led the government 
to forbid all future scalp-hunting. The Osages finally settled the 
score by making large payments of money and goods to the Wichitas. Thus, 
the Chief's burial, the last traditional Osage burial ceremony performed, 
marked a turning point in the life-style of the Osage tribe.
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