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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built in 1903, the Waldorf Hotel is of Victorian vintage and in the tradition 
of the late 19th century town hotel. The building of orange brick, is three 
stories with an "L" shape plan. (Possible part of the "L" extension was added 
a little later to the southeast facade, but there is no documentation to that 
effect.)

A projecting cornice runs around the top of the hotel's north and west facades; 
however, a portion of the cornice on the west side was burned off in a fire in 
1933. A rounded engaged tower marks the corner. Another decorative feature is 
a string course which runs between the second and third story windows on both 
facades and around the tower as well.

On the ground floor, a bracketed wooden porch with open railing extends around 
and to either side of the tower. Originally there was also a railing enclosing 
the porch roof. An interior chimney rises above the hotel's north facade.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Waldorf Hotel in Andover, South Dakota, is significant in that it is a 
reminder of the role the small town hotel played in the social and cultural life in 
South Dakota at the turn of the century. Andover is an excellent example 
of how the railroad, the hotel and the American small town were closely bound 
together at that point in time. Andover is a railroad town situated on the 
main Milwaukee road. Passengers wishing to travel to Brampton, North Dakota, 
would get off at Andover, stay overnight at the Waldorf, and take the branch 
line to Pierport, Langford, Britton, Newark and Brampton the next day. Those 
individuals returning from towns on the Brampton branch also stayed at the Waldorf. 
Andover was constantly host to various travelers inculding railroaders, salesmen, 
farmers and promoters. These people often used the Waldorf Hotel as their 
headquarters while staying in Andover. Recognizing the importance of the 
traveling salesman to its business, the hotel set aside a special basement room, 
called appropriately enough, the Trunk Room, as a showroom for their wares.

Andover's social life was also tied up with the Waldorf Hotel. During the summer 
ice cream socials were held on its porch. On Sundays the towns-people and the 
hotel's guests gathered there to hear a Craffrilla orchestra from Minneapolis. 
This orchestra played dinner music and made the weekly trip especially for this 
purpose. Another important time for the hotel was Saturday nights. The hotel was 
equipped with a modern barber shop, complete with public baths, and Andover's male 
populace would gather there to take their weekly Saturday night bath.

The era that produced the Andover Waldorf Hotel has passed, but the function the 
hotel performed in serving the bustling railroad economy and in providing a 
touch of social grace for the people of Andover deserves to be remembered.
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