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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The P.P. Baker home is a large two-and-one-half story "Neoclassical Eclectic"style 
country house. Classically symmetrical in design, the building features a 
projecting temple-like portico or porch. It has a red tiled roof, a cut stone 
foundation, and concrete walls marked in a wave design meant to resemble stucco from 
a distance. Neoclassical elements include the pediment extending over the front 
(south) porch, which is supported by four doric columns with square shafts, capitals, 
and bases. A palladian window occupies the tympanum of the pedements, which also 
feature horizontal and vertical strap work. Modi 11 ions and dentils run beneath the 
cornice and around the pediments.

A denticulted string course encircles the house between each floor. Other 
decorations include modified pilasters on the corners, simplified bracketing in 
the pediments and top half story, and chimneys of dressed stone.

A one story enclosed porch surrounds the house on 3 sides. The porch has a flat 
roof supported by square Doric columns with bases. Porch windows are double 
rectangular openings with six panes each. Multipane transoms top the windows and 
the single leaf, one panel front door. Other first story openings have lugsills 
and denticulted labels. Windows in the dormers, and east and west pediments are 
square double hung openings.

The wall construction method is interesting to note. Plaster specifications called 
for a scratch coat, which is made of lime, sand, and cattle or goat hair. The hair 
was beaten well and then soaked in water. This coat had to stand three to four 
days before application. The second or "brocon" coat contained cement plus the 
hair, and lime. This mixture had to stand a couple of weeks before it could be 
applied. The final coat was of plaster of Paris.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The P.P. Baker home situated on the South Dakota side of the Big Sioux River, is 
significant in that it is one of the few remaining structures built by English 
settlers in this area.

In the 1880's several English settlers settled in the LeMars Iowa area. This became 
one of the few English colonies in the U.S. beyond the eastern seaboard. Setting up 
both farms and businesses, these Englishmen built up the surrounding countryside for 
the next ten years. During the 1890's, however, many of these settlers returned to 
their homes in England.

One of the settlers to remain was P.P. Baker, a farmer and landowner by profession. 
He bought a farm in South Dakota just west of Akron, Iowa, and in 1912 contracted 
with G.W. Burkhead, a Sioux City architect to design a house as a replica of his 
home in England. Two years later the house was completed. Today its English country 
style is found nowhere else in South Dakota. Because of its uniqueness of architec 
tural style, it is a outstanding reminder of the English settlers, and for this reason 
it deserves nomination to the National Register.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION The nominated property lies 4600 feet southeast of point 
where the west and east Union Creek fork together into the Union Creek and 400 
feet south of the State Highway #48
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register pnd certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Pa§
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Section number

AMENDMENT TO NOMINATION: CHANGE OF ADDRESS.

1. Baker House. NRIS Reference No. 79002409

2. Recent NRIS print-cuts indicated a need to clarify the 
address/location of this property. The Baker House is sited in Union 
County, South Dakota, overlooking the banks of the Big Sioux River, 
which at that point forms the boundary between the states of Iowa and 
South Dakota. The closest city to the property is Akron, Iowa, which is 
sited on the east bank of the Big Sioux River. This propoerty lies 
within one mile of the state boundary line and the City of Akron, Iowa. 
The preferable address/location of the property is as follows:

Off South Dakota Highway 48
NW 1/4, SW 1/4, Sect. 25, T 93 N, R 48 W

Akron, Iowa, Vicinty
First Congr. District (South Dakota)
Union County Code: 127
South Dakota Code: 046

All other items of the original nomination should remain unchanged.
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11. FORM PREPARED BY:

John E. Rau, National Register Coordinator 
South Dakota State Historical Preservation Center 
P. 0. Box 417, Vermillion, SD, 57069 
phone: 605-677-5314.

May 29, 1987.

12. STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION:

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

___ national V state ___local.

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (PL 89-665), I hereby 
nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and 
certify that it has been evaluated according to the criteria and 
procedures set fortiu-by—t4ae National Park Service.
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Deputy SHPO____________________ J . ^ -$ 
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