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The Burnsed Blockhouse, known locally as the Carl Brown
House, is situated on 160 acres of land located approximately
16 miles north of Glen St. Mary in Baker County. The house
is completely isolated from other structures and it is
entirely surrounded by its own fields and orchards.

A blockhouse, in general, possesses the same qualities
as a log cabin which make it a superior form of construction
for the pioneer. That is, both can be constructed out of
available materials with some degree of ease and speed. The
blockhouse, of course, is more sophisticated to build and
requires tools and a degree of skill which the log cabin does
not. Blockhouses were common in the United States by the
mid-eighteenth century and they are seen in Florida from the
time of the Indian Wars. Not only did they provide shelter
for the pioneer family, but they also afforded protection
from Indian attacks. This particular blockhouse has peepholes
and openings from which to fire a rifles

\

The Burnsed Blockhouse is constructed entirely of local
pine. All boards are laid horizontally and are flush. Corner
joints are full dovetail, the most sophisticated method of
joining in this type of wnstruction. Doors are batten, there
being two on the front of the house leading onto a porch.
Porch roof is pent. Windows are placed high in the original
portion of the building and they -consist of square or
rectangular openings with a solid, hinged covering.¥» A room
was added in 1970 to the southwest side of the house, and in
this portion windows are lower and larger.

-

The house is two stories in height, with only the lower
section being lived in. The upper portion is a loft with
ladder access and it is now used for storage. Originally it
was probably sleeping quarters.NThere are three large rooms
downstairs, two of which are used as sleeping rooms. The
date of construction of the one-story addition at the rear
is unknown, but it now serves as one of the sleeping rooms.
The kitchen is a one-story detached structure behind the house
with a covered walkway connecting the two. ™Both house and
kitchen are covered by steeply pitched roofse The chimney
which occurs in the north wall of the main house, has been
repaired in recent years and is presently the only
heat. The entire structure rests on solid pine
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Insofar as Florida's comprehensive on-the-ground site
survey has progressed, the Burnsed Blockhouse is the earliest
and best preserved example of this type of building known in th
State./ The house is believed to date from the period of the
Indian Wars, having been built in 1837 by the Burnsed family.

Legal records on file in Baker County indicate that the
property passed into the ownership of five families since it
was deeded by the State of Florida in 1863. Legal documentatio
prior to this date is unavailable, although it is believed that
the house did exist in the late 1830's.

Regardless of the date of construction, the house is one
of the finest existing examples of a hand hewn structure in
Florida and it gives much insight into this particular method
of frontier building.
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