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The Wieting Theater was built in 1912. It is two stories, 50' x 100',
with exterior walls faced with brick laid in stretcher bond. It features
a Colonial Revival front facade beneath a brick parapet. Side windows
and doors have round-arched heads, with stone imposts and keystones.
This feature is repeated in the three-bay entrance arcade and flanking
windows. On the second story, windows with jack-arch lintels flank a
Palladian window centered in the slightly protruding front pavilion.
Above the window is a gable with partially returned modi 11 ion cornices.
Modi 11 ions are absent from the cornices of the side elevations. Completing
the "classical" atmosphere is a flat-roofed porch, four fluted columns
with square capitals supporting the entablature.(the capitals were originally Ionic'

The interior, which'has Been 'remodel ledIn the last 10 years, contains an 
auditorium, balcony, stage, dressing rooms, and an orchestra pit, the 
latter now covered to enlarge the stage area.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wieting Theater is significant, among Iowa's small-town opera houses, 
for its Colonial Revival character, expressed in the columned porch, Palladian 
window and modi 11 ion cornice. The result is somewhat artificial, particularly 
when viewed against the parapet above, which is reminiscent of the days 
of false-front commercial construction*.. The singular character of the Wiet.ing 
may be due to its singular history. The Wieting was one of three, possibly 
identical, opera houses funded by Ella W. Wieting as memorials to her husband, 
C.W. Wieting. The Wietings came to Toledo in 1867 from Worcester, NY. Wieting 
was a dentist by training, but took advantage of opportunity in a relatively 
new town to involve himself in the mercantile and abstract businesses. He 
was also co-founder in 1878 of the Toledo City Bank. Around 1900, Wieting 
and his wife returned to New York, this time to Syracuse, where he died in 
1906. Subsequently, Ella Wieting commissioned the construction of three 
opera houses, in Toledo, Iowa; Syracuse and Worcester, NY, in memory of 
her husband.

Like many such small-town opera houses, the Wieting Theater served a variety 
of community uses. Travelling road shows were the highlight of activity 
in early years, augmented by local school productions, political meetings 
and lyceum courses. As early as 1913, movies were a frequent fare. The 
Wieting closed in 1958, and reopened in I960 under the supervision of 
a local women's club. It functions today in the traditional way, offering 
films, and plays performed by school, church, and at-large community groups.



"The Wieting Theater", Golden Anniversary pamphlet, 1962
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