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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Trinidad Main Post Office is a rectangular, single-story 
Beaux-Arts building of monumental proportions. The front 
elevation is dominated by a massive pediment supported by 
four columns. The building has a flat roof. Most of the 
interior detailing is original. (1910)

LOCAL CONTEXT

Trinidad was a favorite rendezvous site with early trappers 
and traders. The town was founded in 1859 as "Santisima 
Trinidad" (Most Holy Trinity). The first cabin in the area 
was built by Gabriel and Juan N. Guiterrez. Trinidad is the 
county seat. There are numerous late-19th and early-20th 
century structures in Trinidad representing a variety of 
styles and building types. The post office is within the 
Corazon De Trinidad National Register Historic District which 
encompasses approximately 36 blocks of the original town. 
The District was established in 1972. The post office is 
listed as a contributing structure to this district; however, 
it is included within this nomination for completeness and 
because of lack of data in the district nomination concerning 
this building.

PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Both the site and the building are very well maintained. The 
building appears to be structurally sound.

The post office is constructed of tan brick and sandstone 
columns, trim and detailing. The exposed portion of the 
basement/foundation is faced with gray granite, as are the 
front (south) and side (west) steps. The foundation is 
concrete and brick. The lobby floor is terrazzo, with walls 
of oak paneling, while the workroom floor is maple covered 
with linoleum. There is a metal hipped roof.

The building is one-story with a full basement. The front 
entrance faces south and the postmaster's office is in the 
southeast corner of the building. The public lobby is along 
the southern and western sides of the structure.
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No information on the site prior to construction of the post 
office was available.

The structure is Beaux-Arts in its conception with strong 
neo-classic motifs; having a massive Ionic portico with four 
smooth columns, a bullseye window, and small dentils. The 
windows and doors are rectangular, and are set within brick 
arches characteristic of Beaux-Arts Classicism. There are 
arched windows above the front entrance and along the 
building's sides. The structure's corners are defined by 
simple brick pilasters and there is a simple brick pediment. 
Also of note are the oversized keystones and four keystone 
shapes around the bullseye window. There is a wide ceiling 
molding with dentils in the lobby. The loading dock on the 
east side of the building appears to have been added in the 
1930s; however, this could not be verified due to missing 
records.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Trinidad Main Post Office is the purest example of the 
Beaux-Arts inspired styling of any of the Colorado post 
offices. It is especially well preserved example of its type 
and is an aesthetically successful piece of architecture.

ARCHITECTURE

Taylor's tenure as Supervising Architect was marked by a 
devotion to "the classical style of architecture," by which 
he meant Beaux-Arts Classicism. The Trinidad Main Post 
Office is a particularly fine example of this aesthetic. The 
building's massive proportions, fine detailing and rigid 
symmetry make it one of the most distinctive buildings 
included in this thematic nomination, as well as being one of 
the most distinctive structures in the local community.
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