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DESCRIBE TIr. ArA>A SENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Pesbody City Hall is athree-story rectangular structure with a high
basement,and mansard roof. The main block of the building measures 106" by 90'.
The projecting vestibule and portico on the Lowell Street side measures 54' by 30'.
The principal entrance to the building is onthe north or Lowell Street side. Chest-
nut Street lies to the east and Church Street to the south and west.

Directly adjacent to Peabody City Hall are several other mid-and late
nineteenth century buildings, which are generally well preserved and of good
quality. Diagonally across Lowell Street is the fire station of the late 19th century,
which inits materials (brick and granite) and details (arched windowsand oculi)
appears to have been designed to complement the City Hall. On Chestnut Street
there is a row of wooden houses, most of which, with the exception of a funeral
home, are free of inappropriate remodellings and retain most of their original
detail. Other buildingsof note are the Catholic Church, convent buildings and two
Greek Revival housesto the rear of the City Hall.

m
The material of the City Hall building is brick with a rusticated foundation m
and all trim of granite from Hallowell, Maine. Granite curbing, apparently original
surrounds the building lot. The present roofing material is asphalt shingles. The
small central cupolais faced with copper. z

Ore of the most distinctive exterior features of the building is its mansard
v™roof, which as four straight-sided corner pavillions and a larger central onein
which is located the principal entrance. The curvedY oof of the central pavillion is
crowned with the small copper-clad cupola with a round headed window on each of
the four sides. Two small round windowsor oculi are found &t the roof level on
each of the projecting central bays of the east and west sides of the building.

= Q]

The treatment of the wallsis similar on all four sides of the building. The
present new windows have frames of bronze-anodized aluminumand are double-
hung sash with single panes of plate glass. Wooden panels are used on the upper
parts of most windows. The basement and first-floor windows have plain granite
lintels; those on the second floor have granite segmental arches and those on the
third floor have curved arches of granite with keystones. The sills and lintels of
the windows are continued as string courses all the way around the building, with
the exception of the second-floor arches, which are separate. The architrave of the
entablature also consists of a granite string course. Panel-brick detailing simula-
ting triglyphs and metopes is used inthe frieze above.

The central bay of the main facade is distinguished by an entrance portico
supported by granite columns with composite capitals. The double doors are
approached by a divided granite staircase. Abovethe entablature is atriangular
pediment, capped by the curved roof of the center pavillion.

Although extensive exterior renovations have been done inthe past year, the
exterior of the Pegbody City Hall remains very close to its original condition and
appearance. These renovations included replacing the windows, pointing the brick-
work and sandblasting the granite trim. The date roof was replaced by asphalt
shingling. The roof originally had copper cresting and oculi on the central and
corner pavillions, and there was originally a balustrade above the central portico.

[continued]
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7. Description

In 1928 tracings were done by George A. Barnaby of the architect's original
plans. These show a somewhat different treatment of the central bay with no portico
and slightly different fenestration. The second-floor windows, like those onthe first
floor, were to have had plain lintels rather than arches. Modifications inthese plans
were apparently made by the architect at the request of the building committee.

Although there have been some remodellings, particularly onthe basement
level, the interior of the Pegbody City Hall retains its 19th century character. The
vestibule contains two curving staircases leading to the Auditorium above. Onthe first
floor is alarge hall, now the Council Chamber, measuring 42' by 60" and seating 500,
The most significant interior feature of the building is, however, the Auditorium, whicb
with stage and balcony, takes up the entire second and third floor levels. This Audi-
torium measures 102' by 70" with a minimum height of 33' and has a seating capacity
of 1500. This hall has been alowed to deteriorate over the years, but itisin
restorable condition. Of special interest are the remaining gas chandeliers; the
balcony rail of cast iron finished with copper bronze; and the ceiling decorations done
by Matthew L. Robinson of Boston, who also painted the original scenery and drop
curtain.

8. Significance

Victoria sent a cablegram expressing the gratitude of her people for George Peabody's
benevolence to her country. Includedinthe centennia activitieswas a banquet for
formally attired guests, who were served a variety of shellfish cooked five different
ways, four kinds of fowl and game and three meat dishes, plus eight desserts and
miscellaneous side dishes, after which aball was held, affording much needed exercise

The hall was used for many Essex County activities— agricultural fairs, poultr
exhibitions, teachers association conventions and Hibernian Society celebrations. In
one peek year, as many as fifty organizations used the facilities, even including a show
put on by the Kickapoo Indian Medicine Company to promote its remedies.

In 1916 Pesbody became a city and shortly thereafter 1, 500 citizens attended the
inauguration of Peabody's first city government. The Great Hall was the scene of
political rallies, churchjubilees and in 1919, as part of the World War One Victory
Celebration, 1,900 spectators watched boxing bouts. 1n 1922, 2,000 people attended a
football rally. Asthe Great Hall seated only 1, 500, some 400 or 500 spectators at
these last events must have overflowed into the hallways outside. A high point in enter-
tainment took place in 1936 when Governor James M. Curley was the featured speaker.
In 1941 a large banquet inthe hall climaxed the celebration commemorating twenty-five
years of city government.

The Pesbody High School graduation was held there for the last time in 1946,
after which the final curtainfell on great events inthe hall. Atthistime the State
public safety officials prohibited the use of the Great Hall until extensive renovations
could be made. As other, newer auditorium facilities inthe city had already |lessened
the need for this gpace, city officials were reluctant to spend the money to rehabilitate
iti [continued]
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The City Hall in Pegbody, built in iaS3 as aTown Hall, is tremendously

significant in the city's history, not only as the scene of local governmental activity
but equally as the center of cultural and social affairs. As the town's population
was 9, (5, objections were raised to the size of the proposed building, a size since
proven completely justified. The annua town meeting was of first importance and
the raison d'etre for the construction of the Great Hall within. Because of the
foresight of the town fathers, this large auditorium remained adeguate to contain
those citizens who wished to attend town meeting until Pegbody became a city in
1916. At this time the population had grown to 18, 625.

In the basement were the police court and headquarters, jail cells ad the
"transient quarters.” On the first floor were town officesand the small hall seating
500. On the second floor with open space extending to the third was the af oremen-
tioned Great Hall. For many years this large hall with its balcony on three sides
and stage on the fourth was the locale of nearly every important event in Peabody,
beginning with the impressive dedication in 1883, attended by about 1, 500 people.

For sixty-two years, from 1884 to 1946, the Pesbody High School held its
commencement exercises here. Ore of the earliest cultural events was a production
of the opera "Virginia, " produced by the Boston Bijou Theatre Company and attended
by 1,000 people. To raise funds, various groups presented a miscellany of plays
and entertainments, ranging from "Our Boys" (1890) and "Crown of Fame" (1891)
put on by the Women's Relief Corps No. 52, to the Peabody Women's Club produc-
tion of "A Midsummer Night's Dream” (1909). "Heroes of '76," described as a
"dramatic cantata of the Revolution, " was presented in aid of the Ladies Benevolent
Society (1885) and in the early 1900's, musical comedies were popular, such as the
1913 "Little Em'ly, " an offering by the Peabody |, O. O. F.

As the seatsin the hall were removeable, the gpace could be converted and
opened wp for dining and dancing. A Japanese wedding and party were celebrated
there and, a a later date, a Firemen's Ball, attended by over 800 people, hardy
souls who danced until 530 a m. In 1904 the Pegbody Board of Trade held a Ladies
Night with a banquet and entertainment.

Ore of the most successful events in the hall took place on February 18,
1895. Afternoon and evening exercises celebrated the centennia of the birth of
George Pegbody, "Americas first great philanthropist, " for whom the town wes
named and whose charities not only encompassed this country but also extended
across the Atlantic to Great Britain. In recognition of this celebration. Queen

[continued]
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EDWARD W. BROOKE COMMITTEES:

Y%

MASSACHUSETTS APPROPRIATIONS

BANKING, HOUSING AND
URBAN AFFAIRS

QI CIXiiCb .Ai Ctle)) Gmalc OFFICES IN THE COMMONWEALTH

2003-H KENNEDY FEDERAL BLDG

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2051S BOSTON 02203

1883 MAIN STREET

SPRINGFIELD 01103

June 5, 1972

Action Offlae.
lor iiifa only MW

The Honorable Rogers C. B. Morton
Secretary

Department of the Interior

Interior Building

Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Rog:

It has been brought to my attention, application has been
filed with the National Register of Historic Places for
the City Hall of Peabody, M assachusetts to be designated
a National Historical Landmark.

The Peabody City Hall has already been designhated a
Historical Landmark by the Massachusetts Historical
Commission. The case for adding the National designation
is, | believe, persuasive.

| hope that it will be possible for you to review the..applicationy
and toAQirect the Pp.ahoHy Cj,ty Hall to be designated a National

cHistorireal Landmark.
on
flVery "frariyiest personal regards.

Sincerely,

Brooke

EWB:hnk
Edwird W.



f-"eaLodu ..J"istoricai C"bmmi33ion

CITY CLERK S OFFICE, CITY HALL
PEABODY, MASS. 01960

JOHN A. WELLS
CHAIRMAN

THOMAS HAYES /\
RUTH HILL GEORGE PEABODY
ALBERT GOODHUE

AUGUSTINE CHENERY

FRANCES RIGOL
NEIL CORNING

June 12, 1972

The Honorabl e Rogers C B Mrton
Secretary

Departnent. of the Interior

| nterior Building

Véishi ngton, DC
Dear Sir:

To correct amsunderstanding, | noticed ina COP of theletter
sent to you by Senator Eoward W Brooke of Massachusetts that the

Gty Hal V\as proposed as a National Historical Landnark

Wat it should of stated was that the City Hall was approved
b¥ t he Massachusetts Historical GCommssion for the National gi ster
0

Hi storical Places. The application is forit tobe considerd for
the National Register, and not as a National Historical Landnark,

Sincerely yours,

John A Wl ls
Chai rnan

LEATHER CITY" OF THE WORLD

JOSEPH BOYCE. FIRST TANNER 1642
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
MICHAEL.J. HARRINGTON
ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE

Action Offlee
For Info only

June 15, 1972

Secretary
Interior Department
Washington, DC 20240

Dear M. Secretary:

| amwriting to urge you to place the Peabody Cit
Hall on the register of National Historic Landnarks.

It isny understanding that the Massachusetts Historical
Commssion has approved the City Hall as a Historical
Landmark and that they have recently nade application

to the National Register. This building would be an
excel lent addition to the Register.

| support this application and hope you will act expe-
ditiously to assure that the City Hall is placed on
the National Register.

| look forward to hearing from you in the near future,.

Yours sincerely,!

ljychaeXi' J . 'Harri ngton
AHjc8: u



CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
MICHAEL J. HARRINGTON
ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE

June 15, 1972

Mr. "eorgeB. Hartzogj_ _Jr.
Di rector _
National Park Service
Department of Interior
Washington, DC 20240

Dear M. Hartzog:

| anwriting to urge you to place the Peabody Cit
Hall on the register of National Historic Landnarks.

It isny understanding that the Massachusetts Historical
Commssion has approved the City Hall as a Historical
Landnark and that they have recently nade application
to the National Register. This building would be an
excellent addition to the Register.

| support this application and hope you will act expe-
ditiously to assure that the City Hall is placed on
the National Register.

Yours sincerely]

M chael J. Harringtol
MHTICS



Arlsofr. WIU-1IAM8, JR., N.J.. CHAIRMAN
JCNNXW" RANDOLPH, W. VA. JACOB K. JAVITS, N.Y.

CLAIBOFO04E PELL, R.I

PETER H. DOMINICK, COLO.

EDWARD M. KENNEDY. MASS. RICHARD S. SCHWEIKER, PA.

OAYLORD NELSON, WIS

BOB PACKWOOD, OREG.

WALTER F. MONDALE, MINN ROBERT TAFT. JR., OHIO

THOMAS F. EAGLETON, MO J. GLENN BEALL, JR., MO. Ql C\/VI Cb /\fCrlg\ Woxtcni/\

ALAN CRANSTON, CAUIF

ROBERT T. STAFFORD, VT.

HAROLD E. HUGHES. IOWA
AOLAI E. STEVENSON 111,ILL COMMITTEE ON

LABOR AND PUBLIC WELFARE

STEWART E. MCCLURE. STAFF DIRECTOR
ROBERT E. NAOLE. GENERAL COUNSEL WASHINGTON, D.C 20510

June 16, 1972

Dr. Wiilliam Mirtagh

Keeper of the National Register
1100 L St. N¥

Washington, DC

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

| amwriting i nreference t oan application
by t he Peabody Historical Comm ssion t o havet he
City Hall included d)nt he National Register of
Historic Places.

The Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion and
the Massachusetts Revolutionary Wr Bi-Centennial
Commi ssi on have approved t hedesignation of this
historic building. | believe i tmeets the criteria
set up by theNational Register as a tangible
rem nder of thehistory of theUnited States and
a "cultural property that i sworth saving".

Therefore 1 .join with the Peabody Historical
Commi ssion i nurging prompt consideration of this
application and | ook forwa®-d t o hearing of a

favorable decision i nthe near future.

Wth best wishes,

Si ncerely,

Edward M Kennedy
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June 23, 1972 N

PH3U- HR o
Honor abl e Edward V. Brooke

United States Senate

Washington, D C

Dear Senator Brooke: b

Thank you for yoiir recent [etter concerning the nomnation of the Peabody

City Hall in Peabody, Massachusetts, to the NeitionE| Register of Historic

Pl aces.

W are pleased to have your views on this matter. The nomination for
this property i s presently \ndergolng professional review by the Katonal
Park Service. W will expedite this review and will notify you as soon as

a final, decision has been reached.

W appreciate your interest inthe prograns of the National Park *
Servi ce. oM

Sincerely yolirs,

Secretary of the Interior

cc. Honorable JximF X Davoren, Secretary of the GComrmonweal th, Cahirman
Ma8Bachusett S99i storical Commi ssion, Office of the Secretary, State Hotise,
Boston, Massachusetts 02133 wcy inc

Director, Northeast Region wcy inc \

IS = wcy 6nc

| - M. Wnge :

AR - wcy inc

FKP: F: Karl es:rl 8 6/ 23/ 72
BASCFILES RETANDIN HR



JN 20 1972

Ikitad tfttM

8«er«Uzy of the IOtarler MOtdDtaM aJad us to Mkaaiil«dge your
laquiigr oaoe_enuBgt] d—igantim of CUr KU. of Fttbody, HM«wathuMtfl»
IS a mHnBrti hiptorla XaBdaMifc

BM iMTClwar igRWMIgat anar intvroct ia «hia arttor and ttao _
AMlatwrti Soorataxy will pxovido you a ropie «t his ssrliost appattmitar*

*ineorsSy yours*

tSeorge B. Hartzog, Jr.
fiir oetor

MNP, CKBraxtan : blj: 6-19-72



Hon. Niehaol J. Harrlogtoa

H<Hie of Rftpresentativos

Vashingtoa, D.C.

Dsar M. Harrington:

Secretary of tom Interior Mrton has asked us to acknow edge
yor» | AQui zy concerning the nomnation of the Peabody City Hall
In Massachusetts to the National Register of Historic Places,.
This will « o acknow edge your letter to ne.

Ne apporeei ate your interest inthis natter and will provide yona
reply at our earliest opportunity.

Sincerely yours.

Director

cc:
F\P. RBr axt on: dvt : 6- 22- 72

(CL-0191)



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER
STATE  IMRSSAOM SKITS
Date Entered JWN 27 1972

Nane Location

P 9)oay City Hall Peabody
BHSAX County

Al'so Notified
Hon. Edward K. Kennedy State Liaison Officer
Hon. Ed*iked w, Broaire Hon, John T. X Davoren
Bon. Michad J. Haarringtoa Secretary of th« Coroonweal th
. . Chai xsan, Massachuntts Historical
Director, Northeast Region QeBsndLssi on
HR Now and; nin 6/ 26/ 72 Office of the Secretary
State Rouse

Boetcm Masaaehusetts 0213)



134-P | JWN 28 1972

M. John A ITells

Chai rwt t

Pe H starlcal Com aei on
Gey Jerk's Oflee

Gty Hall
Pssbo”, MWBflwtsatts 019<0
Dear M. VSUst

| "oank yen for your letter of Jine 12 ehMkceming the neodaation
(F));‘ the Peabody Ci ~ Hall to the National Register of nistorie
aces.

\te hove replied to Sanator Bro<” eoncemag this natter, neti-
fylBg hiathat the needaetioa i spreeently tnuergelnt prefessieoal
review by the Hatleosl Park Service n#& that he will be notified
se eoen aa a deel sioa has been readi ed.

Se sppreelate yonr eal || Ag thienatter to oar attention.

Sincerely yours,
Wlliam J. Mirtagh (Sgd.)

W1 Uan J. Mirtagh
Keeper of the Hatl eaal
Regi st er

ccj Honorable John P X Davoren, Secretary of the Coononweal th,

Chai riBan, Massachusetts Historical Conmssloa, Oifice of the Secretary,
State Hoiise, Boston, Massachusetts 02133 wcy inc

Director, Northeast REglon wcy Inc

| - M. Wnge

AR - wcy inc

FNP: FBSarl es:rl s 6/ 27/ 72
BASDHLES RETAND IN AR
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Boetr ItawA If*
Oiitad atatea
|, DC

oa tet P%(\ﬁaﬁ aiMtanli® tIM aMtaafdflB of itaCjisdoat
ﬁ/ﬁj_l\l/ly, M agar offy

City UM iiin sarlniiaHa® to tte fetiOBs By

We saa jlaaiift ta tara yoar Tiaas oa tMa aattar* tha

Is aav fSAmiBias [vVeAMWIaad vpfiav lyr tIM BCMMIL WWA Oa viae<

We will agjptiita ttla nnriaa $9A aill aotil™ yoa yreegtdy as

wa umasdaftayov idftsacaat ia tlai Wittitfal. BMiatsr
Eorset M. Utley

o Office of Archeology
Jaa F. X* Oarasaa Higa'ic = “Neaion

et ifanBBAfda
Sacn*sMr of tlw ~
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FIP;FB8arlas.dvt: 7-5-72

(BASIC fXLESCTTAIMUDIN VSB)
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NOTIFICATION OF GRANT-IN-AID ACTION

1. STA7E APPLICATION IDENTIFIER 2. (lieacrved for

73070340

use by State

3. GRANTOR: o. Federal ogency
Department of the
b. Orgonizational unit
National Park Service
c. Administering office-(1) Name
Division of Grants
(2) Address - Street or P.O. Box

18th and C Streets, N. W.

4. FEDERAL AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER:

25-74-00096-00

Interior

City

o. Code b. Title

Washington

Peabody City Hall

Do Not

This
Space

central infonnatioii rece})tion ayency)

State

D. C.

Zip Code

20240

Development, Phase |

c. Ruppe This 1883 municipal building with a French Second Empire style of

construction contains an auditorium which originally seated 1500 people.

vation planning study will be prepared.

A preser-

5. GRANTEE: a. Nome
Massachusetts Mrs. Elizabeth R. Amadon, Exec. Dir., Mass. Historical Commission
b. Address —Street or P.O.Box City State Zip Code
40 Beacon Street Boston Massachusetts 02108
6. GRANTEE TYPE (Cluck only the single most  applicable box)
o. State' b. Inter- c. County d. City e. School f. Speciol g- Community h. Sponsored i. Other
stole district unit action organization
e n n n n n n i i
7. APPLICATION RECEIPT DATE 8. ACTION DATE 9. EFFECTIVE STARTING DATE 10. ENDING DATE
Year Month Doy Year Month Day Year Month Day Year Month Day
s 1061 05 7~ 1 0B 15 7~ 105 115 78 051 14
n. TYPE OF ACTION (Check as many boxes as apply to this action)
0. New b. Continuation c. Supplemental d. Change in existing grant ..
grant grant grant

(identify agency in item 16) (l) increase in

duration
x f I D .
12. AMOUNT OF CONTRIBUTION
0. Federal-{!) basic (2) Supplemental b. State
$2,000 Is J 2,000*
13. CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE a. Program Number
PROGRAM (i f none, clarify in item  16) 15.904
14. AUTHORIZATION
a. Federal Budget Accounts 10-58-1040-0-1-405
b. Public Lows PL Title Sec. PL
89 665
c. US. Code 16 U.S.C. 470
15. FACILITY LOCATION:  (For facility yrant actions only)
0 Qy 24 Lowell Street, Peabody b. Gy

16. REMARKS

*City of Peabody

Prepared by Ralph E. Thomas 523(139)-5054

(2) Decrease in

(3) Cancellation (4) Increase($) (5) Decrease($)

duration
. . . . .
c. Local d. Other
b. Supplemental Progrom Number
Title Sec PL Title Sec.
Essex

STANDARD FORM 240
w 190 Bueau of the

Budget Circular A-98
240-101



