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Wnchester, M NERA

TOMNM WNIHESTER
Address 14 Stevens Street

Historic Nane Pressey/Eustis House

Wse: Present dwel I'ing
Original  dwelling
DESCR PTION

Dat e 1850s (before 1854)
Source historic nmaps; stvle
Style Gothic Revival
Architect  unknown

Eacterior Wl F*ric cl apboard

Qut bui I di ngs none

Major Alterations (with dates) porch

OCMdition  excellent

Mved "° Dat e n/a
Acreage , 3A/ <%eS/-Il.
Setting tightly developed residential
nei ghborhood directlv east of

downtown rnmmprrial arpp

Recorded by Mrcia Wod. Carol Elv

Wnchester Historical Gwnmi.
Date 12/78; 10/87 revised by C Jenkins

Crgani zation



NATI ONAL REQ STER CR TER A STATEMECT (i appl i cabl e)

The Pressey/Eustis House possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, work-
manship, feeling and associations. | tissignificant as awell detailed and preservedex-
anpl e of the Gothic Revival style featuring vergeboards carved i n an unusual acorn shape.
Wnchester retains an unusually large collection of Gothic Revival style cottages dating
fromthe md-19th century, and al though this i s not the most sophisticated, it does serve
to illustrate the range of forns and decorativemotifs this uncommon style took i nthe hands
of carpenter builders (see forms: #172, 215, 230, 232, 429, 443). | tneets criterion C of
the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCH roCTARAL SIGNFI CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features andevaluate interns of
other buildings within the community.

The Pressey/Eustis House i s ali story, wood-frame dwelling sheathed with clapboardsand
encl osed by a steeply pitched gable roof. 1 tisbuilt onthe L-plan nore conmonly asso-
ciated with the Italianate style which began to appear i n large nunbers i nthe md-19th
century. The facade displays a forward projecting wing (formng the L-plan) and a one story
porch extending across the remainder. Theentry i s located beneath the porch. Atwostory
pol ygonal bay i s attached to the side elevation. Both the front andside gables feature
finials and vergeboards carved to resenble acorns.

HSTCHICA S AN HCANCE Explainthe role owners played i nlocal or state history and howt he
building relates to the devel opment of the connunity. » Niyr -0 -

This house, which fornms aninteresting visual counterpartto its neighbor at 8 Stevens St .
(#172), was constructed i n the 1850s by Charles Pressey who hadarrived i n V/inchesterin

the 1840s and shared inits founding in 1850. By 1870 the house belonged to George H
Eustis, a bookkeeper who was town treasurer from 1910-1924. M. Eustis was enpl oyed by

the VJinchester Cooperative Bank. | n1936, at the age of 91, hewas still active i ncom
munity affairs as chairman of the Board of Library Trustees. M. Eustis retained oraership
of the house until 1940. : ,

BLI 0C3| APHy and/ or REFERENCES

Chapnan, Henry Smith. History of Wnchester, Mss. 1936.
Wnchester Archival Center resources: historic nmaps, town directories.
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