
FORM B B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

R o l l 21 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. Form no. 

103-'J 

1. Town 
V/orcester 

Address 

Name 

21 Cather ine S t r ee t 

Draper f iuggles House 

Present use nursina; horae 

Present owner 

3. Description: 

Date 

Doris A. Bastille 
16A Nurthampton Street 

01605 

ca.l5I|.6 
County Plan Index and. 

Source ^exterior a r c h i t e c t u r e 

Style Greek R e v i v a l 

Architect unimown 

Exterior wall fabric aluininun 
none 

Outbuildings (describe) s i g n i f i c a n t 

Other features.^q^^^Q f l o o r p l a n w i t h 

h i p r o o f , two-s torey p o r t i c o w i t h  
reeded columns, p i l a s t e r s ,  
enclosed e n t r y porch 

s i d i n g c a . i 9 ( 0 
Altered en t ry i : hood Date ca . l575 

westward on  
Moved same l o t Date c a . l 8 £ 9 

5 Lot size- Assessors ' Book 1 , p .12 
Lot hr» ^ B , 15. 23,737 s q . f 

One acre or less x Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 100' 

Approximate distance of building from street 

50' 

6. Recorded by 
B.R. P f e i f f e r 

V/orc, Kerita^^e Pres. Soc, Organization^ 

Date January 1976 

(over) 

30M-S-77 



7. Original owner (if known) Draper Ruggles 

Original use res idence 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates n u r s i n g horae (present ) 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural ^ Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry ^ Social/ 
Communication x Military humanitarian 
Community development Political Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Draper Ruggles House i s an extremely important l o c a l example of 
Greek Revival architecture. Basically square i n plan (with a rear e l l ) ^ , 
the house rises two stories from a rock-faced granite foundation to a 
low hip roof. The house's symmetrical facade has a two-storey portico 
supported by reeded columns; the center bay of the portico i s occupied 
by a projecting entry p a v i l i o n which i s framed by p i l a s t e r s and has a 
balcony at the second storey. The portico's coliimns and the p i l a s t e r s , ; 
which t r i m the corners of the house, support a wide entablature and 
cornice. Alterations to the house consist of a two-storey porch on the 
west elevation (ca,1910-1930), exterior wooden s t a i r s on the east ele­
vation {ca,1960), and a Victorian entry hood and double doors (ca,l680), 
V/ith the exception of the Victorian entry, no-:..alterations have been made 
to the o r i g i n a l f a b r i c of the b u i l d i n g , 

' The Ruggles House i s a rare survivor of a type of Greek Revival house 
('hipproof, square plan, two-storey p o r t i c o ) which was popularized by 
Elias Carter, an early l o c a l a r c h i t e c t . Although many houses of t h i e 
type were b u i l t i n the l830s and l8[j.0s, only the Dowley-Taylor House 
(Form Hj.l-i^'), the Levi Lincoln House (moved to Sturbridge Village) and 
the Ruggles House remain substantially i n t a c t . Although nb-:architect 
i s known for the Ruggles House, the building's o v e r a l l appearance and 
i t s unusual reeded columns (a d e t a i l emplojed by Elias Carter i n the 
now altered Butman-Sargent House, II4. Hammond Street, V/orcester) suggest 
Carter, who i s known to have returned to t h i s area i n the l a t e iSi^Os to 
supervise construction of the Lyman School f o r Boys i n V/estborough, Mass.) 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

City atlases and dire c t o r i e s 
4^;ashburn, C. I n d u s t r i a l Worcester, pp, 132-133, 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMdISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Conrnmity: 
V/orcester 

Form No: 

103-G 

Property Nane: gSJH^ Ruggles 

Indicate each item on inventory form v^iich is being continued below. 

9. " ' 
Shown on the l 8 5 l Map of V/orcester, the Ruggles House i s l i k e l y to have 
been b u i l t shortly a f t e r I5i4.8 when much of the surrounding area (north­
ward to Grant Square) was opened f o r development. 

Draper Ruggles, about whom l i t t l e personal information i s available, 
was a member of the manufacturing f i r m of Ruggles, Nourse cc Mason, 
Located i n rented space i n the Court M i l l s (demolished), the f i r m 
purchased a patent f o r "the most improved forra of cast-iron plow" from 
Jethro Wood in l l 8 3 8 and added i t to t h e i r l i n e of a g r i c u l t u r a l imple­
ments. By 1851 the company manufactured over twenty kinds of ploiifs and 
occupied most of the Court M i l l s , employing more than two hundred people. 
During the raid-nineteenth century, Ruggles, Nourse Mason maintained 
show rooms f o r t h e i r tools i n the second f l o o r of the Q,uincy Market 
Building i n Boston, In 1851+ the f i r m received medals at the Crystal 
Palace E x h i b i t i o n i n New York f o r a v a r i e t y of products, including 
"Armsby's patent corn shovel". In 1656 Draper Ruggles withdrew from ' 
the f i r m and l a t e r the company was purchased by Oliver Ames of Boston, 
During the second quarter of the nineteenth century Ruggles, Nourse ic 
Mason was one of the largest manufacturers of a g r i c u l t u r a l implements 
i n V/orcester, at a time when V/orcester led the nation i n t h i s l i n e of 
manuf ac t ur i n g , 

In the 1860s the house passed into the possession of Jesse Moore 
(occupation unknown), Moore l i v e d i n the Ruggles House u n t i l around 
1892, when he moved into 25 Catherine Street (see i n d i v i d u a l building 
form). Prior to the corLStruction of 25 Catherine Street the Ruggles 
House was located f u r t h e r east, toward V/indsor Street; around I069-I690 
i t was moved westward on i t s o r i g i n a l l o t , to i t s present l o c a t i o n . 

Staple to Inventory form at bott 
om 
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