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Completely covered with an assortment of rectangular and 
beveled shingles, the B. F. Holland House portrays a feeling 
of spaciousness and*individuality. The plan of the house is 
almost square with a projecting wing to the north. It is 
crowned by a gable roof which is interrupted by two brick 
chimneys and two round, metal ventilators. The brick chimneys 
are rectangular with beveled edged hoods supported by -a single 
withe.

The south (main) facade is dominated by a large gable- 
roofed dormer containing a pair of windows between rounded, 
shingled piers which support an overhanging gable. One of the 
brick chimneys projects from the roof of the dormer. To the 
west of this main dormer is a smaller dormer with overhanging, 
gable roof and horizontal, rectangular window. The slope of 
the main roof continues down over a screened veranda. The 
entrance on the west end of the facade is defined by a cross 
gable supported by shingle-covered wood piers; the overhang of 
the pediment is supported by jetties and a wood awning covers 
the entry.

The east facade of the structure is distinguished by the 
gable end of the main roof which has a kicked overhang above 
the second floor. Another important feature of the facade is 
that the roof on the south veranda projects from the wall of 
the main dormer as a gable. The gable is penetrated by a 
small, circular window. The pediment of the main roof is 
pierced by three double-hung sash, windows which are each flanked 
by curved brackets supporting a three-sided hood that projects 
from the peak of the gable. Fenestration on the second story 
is regular with one set of paired windows; all windows are 
double-hung sash. A two-story screened veranda completes the 
elevation, being located on the projecting north wing.

The west facade is dominated by a gable identical to the 
east one. This facade is marked by a projecting square bay, 
containing the interior stair landing, with narrow paired 
windows and a pent roof on the second story with a small cross 
gable.
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The north facade contains a 
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Unlike most Shingle Style structures, the Holland House 
is not located on a large, spacious lot but on a modest corner 
location. The grounds are heavily landscaped with several 
large bushes which conceal much of the first story. A small 
frame stable is located at the rear (north) of the house.

This structure is a very interesting vernacular adaptation 
of the Shingle Style. The clean lines and lack of ornament on 
the exterior surface distinguishes the building from the Queen 
Anne Style which was much more popular in Bartow and Polk Count} 
The dormers and roof lines sloping down to the first story over 
the south veranda, as well as the overhanging gables, are all 
characteristic of the style: The B. F. Holland House is the 
finest example of the Shingle Style in
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

There is no structure in Polk County and very few in 
Florida which are as characteristic of the Shingle Style as 
the B. F. Holland House. Built and designed for Holland by 
E. R. Wharton, a local contractor, in 1895, the house is a 
rather late example of the style.

Its appearance in Florida and especially in Polk County 
is highly significant to the development of architecture in 
Florida. The building illustrates how Florida architecture 
borrowed styles from other areas and how it tended to stay 
behind the Northeast in adopting them. The Shingle Style 
was a uniquely American manifestation unlike the Queen Anne 
or Colonial Revival. These latter two styles were more 
common in Florida than the Shingle, but the presence of the 
Holland House shows that not all of Florida relied on the 
more eclectic styles. Indeed, this house proves that the 
trend toward more contemporary architecture was present in 
the 1890's in Florida.

While the significance of the structure is obviously 
architectural, historically the house is of major significance 
to Florida and Polk County. It was the boyhood home of the 
late Senator Spessard L. Holland who is considered to be one 
of the most important Senators from the state in this century. 
Holland lived in the house from 1895, when he was age three, 
to 1919.

Benjamin F. Holland, Spessard f s father, was an important 
individual to Polk County himself. After coming to Bartow in 
1881, he established the first abstract company in the county 
which eventually became the Polk County Abstract Company. 
Holland was active in citrus culture helping to establish the 
local branch of the Citrus Exchange, the statewide citrus 
grower's organization.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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