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1. Name nf Property

historic name Ashland Town House

Other names/site number Ashland Town Hall (preferred)

2. Location

street & number 101 Main Street » not for publication
city or town Ashland * vicinity

state Massachusetts code_MA_ county Middlesex code 017  zip code 01721

a State/Fprieral Agenr.y Certifiratinn

As the designated authority under the Natlonai Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this H mInatlon
« request for detennination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
Brneets ¢ does not meet th” National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

tiifrivmally utalanide Biipsaly: (o ee eentinuation sheet {or agditional eerAments:)

f ignature af certifying official/Title uara H. Metz, Executive Director Date i '
{ tsassachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

state or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property * meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

bnal Park Service Certificatinn
, hereoy certify that this property is:
rentered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Ashland Town Hall Middlesex County, MA
Name of Property County and State

5- Classifir.atinn

Ownership of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
eprivate X building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
X pub_llc-local -d|sFr|ct 1 building
*public-State o site _
epublic-Federal e structure sites
*object . structures
objects
J. Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) in the National Register

N/A

6. Fiinrtinn nr Use

Historic Functions Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions) ) . .
(Enter categories from instructions)

SOCIAL- meeting hall GOVFRNMFENT- town hall

GOVFRNMFENT city hall jail firehnusR
EDUCATION; school, library
RFCRFATION AND CUI TURF auditorium movie

theatre, hall, music facility

7. Desrriptinn

Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions) . . .
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation GRANITE (check porch foundation)
walls  WOOD - clapboards

MID 19** CFNTURY- Greek Revival transitional tn

Italianate

roof ASPHAIT

other

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

SEE ATTACHED
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7. DESCRIPTION

The 1855 Ashland Town Hall islocated in the center of the Town of Ashland, asmal community
approximately 22 mileswest of Boston. The Town Hall retson the center of arectangular parcel of Town
owned land that is lessthan one acre. Thisrectangular parcd fronts on the west Sde of Main Stret and ispart
of anirregular triangular street block that isroughly bounded by Main Street on the eedt. Cherry Street on the
north and west, and Park Road on the south. Presently, the Town Hall isthe only building onthe parce. The
adjacent lot. Sheat 8, Parcd 109, which fronts Cherry Street is d o less than one acre and was acquired by the
town around 2000; it is currently used for parking and is not included in this nomination.

Ashland, which islocated mid-way between Boston and Worcester, isbordered by Sherbom on the eedt,
Framingham on the north, Southborough on the west and northwest, and Hopkinton and HoUiston on the south.
Ashland was formed from parts of Framingham, Holliston, and Hopkinton when it was incorporated in 1846.
Today thisformerly industrial townis predominantly aresdential community of about 15,000.

The Ashland Town Hall islocated opposte the Congregationd Church and is surrounded by severd 20*
century commercid buildingsaong thisflat stretch of Main Street. The Sudbury River flows behind severd of
the properties on the eestem sSde of Main Street, including severd mill buildings a the northem end of Main
Street. Mill Pond liesto the north of these buildings, and thereis atract of housing that once accommodated the
town's mill workers on the eet 9de of theriver.

Lae 19%' century photographs show severd large treesand a leest one outbuilding on the Ashland Town Hall
parcel. Today, the bulk of the parcd surrounding the building is paved for parking. Ashland Town Hall issst
back approximatdy 30 feet from Main Street and there isa sdewdk infront of the building. There are square
plotsof plantings flanking the entrance porch, with low shmbs, smal evergreens, and white flagpoles.

The 2/2 gory Ashland Town Hall hes arectangular plan and athree-bay center entrance geble front fafade. It
was originaly five bays desgp but two additional bayswere added in 1905. The addition was twenty-five feet
degp and was the same width as the main block o the overall rectangular form remained intact. The building is
presently 52" wideand 105 feet degp. The original building rests on afoundation of square-cut dressed local
granite laid inregular courses, the addition's foundation of the same materia was seamledy integrated into that
of theorigina building. Most of the irregularly goaced basament window openings in the granite foundation
have been filled with cement. Ashland Town Hall is sheathed in wood dgpboards that replaced the origina

(continued)
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dgpboardsin 1981. The roof, oncewood shingles, is now medeof agphdt shingles While there were
originally four brick chimneys, one on each roof dopein the front and rear, by 1978 there were two chimneys,
one on each dopeinthe front. The one on the northem dope was removed in 1981, and today a single brick
chimney remains near thefront of the southem dope.

Ashland Town Hall hes asymmetrical design that is articulated with features that are characterigtic of the
trangtiona period from the end of the Gresk Revival to the early yearsof the Itdianate style. The orderly
fenedration pattem remains intact despite sevard dterations, with first and sscond story rectangular windows
that are generdly inlinewith one another articulating the bays. All window frames aong the facade and Sdes
ae defined by dightly projecting wood frames with tabs under the sillsand projecting crown molding lintels;
these surround double hung wood saeh of varying Szes, many of which are original. Thebuilding's
omamentation and trim contribute to the transitional style of the structure. The wide fascia board wrapping
around the two-story block is adomed with evenly gpaoced paired brackets and dentils a the comice line. The
broad, unomamented comer pilasters are dso topped with paired brackets, mimicking columns that carry retums
in the gable ends.

The main faBade with alater entrance porch covering the original main entrance faces eest onto Main Stredt.
The angle-story Colonial Revival style porch with aprojecting vestibule was added in 1905 to the center of the
symmetricd three-bay faBade. This entire entrance was dtered to its current neo-colonid gopeasrancein 1981
The porch's foundation is covered with latticework, and it fegtiires square unfluted pilasters a the comers. Like
the main block, it is sheathed inwood dgpboards. A pair of modem six-pane entrance doors is centered on the
faBade of the porch; they areflanked by sddights with five rectangular panes The door surround is unadomed
and narrow. An exterior portico that goans the width of the porch extendseastward. Drawings for the 1906
dteration show apair of two-pand doorsa the entrance with eight lights over each door, three clustered
columns on eech end of the porch and aflat porch roof endosed by alow baudrade. The porch hes snce been
dtered to agently pitched gable-front roof that is supported by two Doric columns. Seven cament steps edged
in brick across the full width of the portico rise up to the front entrance. Wrought iron rails on the endsandin
the middle of the garslead up to the porch. A handicgpped-access ramp that was added in 1981 begins on the
south eevation and wraps around to the Main Street elevation, leading to amodem door with nine lights on the
south elevation of the porch. In 1905, there was an elght-over-eight window here and on the north sde of the
porch. Today thereis a sx-over-sx window centered on the north elevation of the porch. 1905 drawings show
an eight-light basement window on each Sde of the porch; these openings have snce been filled. Twelve-over-
eight first floor windows on the faBadef | ankthe front entrance on the first floor. On the sscond floor twelve-

(continued)
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over-tweve windows flank the center window, which is comprised of apair of narrow six-over-sx sseh st
benesth an endosed pediment. Nineteenth century photographs and 1905 drawings show aflagpoleand a small
six-light round-headed window in the center of the gable peak. In 1981 thefl agpol ewas removed and the
window was covered over; gpparently the window is extant beneeath the clgpboards.

On the north elevation there are two modem windows a the basamant level. A handicgpped entranceramp to
the basament level that was added in 1981 is accessed from the front of the building. The modem basament
entrance door a the bottom of the ramp is covered by a shed roof extending off afirst floor porch. A wood and
metd fence and aguardrall run dong the ramp a the parking lot level. There are Sx window bays and one door
onthe first sory and six window bayson the second floor. The three baysat the east end of the devation are
symmetrica but they become asymmetricd a the west end. Onthe first floor the two eestem most windows
havetwelve-over-eight lights, as did all of the de first floor windowsin 1905. Thethird bay festures amodem
entrance door on the first floor level that is acocessad by Six depsleading to an open wood porch. Square podts
support the shed roof that covers the entrance. The porch and doorway replaced a 1905 entrance that conased
of afour-pand door with four sddights flanking, covered by aporch supported by columns. To the wes of the
current doorway are two nine-over-sx pared windows, with two closdy soeced twelve-over-eight windows on
the west end. All of the second floor windows are twelve-over-twelve,

The south elevation hes seven window bayson the first and second stories; like the north devation itdso hesa
dightly asymmetrical fenedtration pattem. Along the exterior south wall of this areg, the large opening that once
svead as the entry ramp for the fire engine hes been filled with cement. A smdler foundation opening was
ao0ess to acod bin that was removed after 1981. The handicgpped-access ramp that wraps to the facade of the
building mns infront of these former openings in the foundation. Six concrete steps which lead downto a
modem door, providing access to the basamant a the west end of this devation, are covered with agadefront
porch. There are two modem windows on the basement level. Drawingsfrom 1905 show that thefirst floor's
fenedtration has been subgtantialy dtered snce that time; there were once first-floor doors into the building on
the front and rear endsof this elevation, both of which had Colonial Revival doorways matching that of the
northem dde entrance. Today, there are seven first-floor windows, all of which are twelve-over-eight; there are
sven twelve-over-twel ve windows on the sscond floor.

The west eevation overlooks the Town Hall'srear parking lot. While this section of the building was

congmcted in 1905 as the end of the twenty-fivefoot addition, it matches the gable-end form and detailing of

the front faBade. Drawingsfor the addition show that there were initially two projecting bulkheeds a the ground

level, eech with afour-horizontal pand door providing besement acocess On the first floor there was a
(continued)
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sx-over-sx window adjacent to the north comerboard, next to deps that |ed dongsde the building and up one
of the bulkheads to apair of doors, and one twelve-over-eight window on the south end. Today, the bulkheeds,
doors and windows have ance been removed. All that remain are two modem basement level windows, and
three modem first floor windows, while the basement windows are in openings that previoudy existed in the
foundation, the first floor window openings are new and were likely medein the 1981 renovation. The three
nine-over-nine windows on the second floor gppeear to be origina to the addition; two are symmetricaly
cantered and the dightly lower third one is located on the north end of the elevation to light a stairwell that once
exiged ingde. Drawings from 1905 show that there was onceasmall six-light round-headed window in the
center of the gable pesk matching the one that existed on the faBade. Thiswas likely removed or covered over
in 1981 as well.

Despite severd renovations, the most recent being in 1981, some evidence remains of 19" and early 200
century interior dements. The plan of the first floor that originaly houssd two dassooms on either Sde of a
centra passage has been dtered with an off-center corridor, particleboard walls and dropped ceilings. What
remains are some blackboards, the original hardwoodf| oorsheneath the carpeting, and afireproof vault that was
ingtalled in 1894 and remains in the first floor town clerk’'s office. Gold lettering and designsthet are still
visible on the black vault entrance identify the manufacturer as the Diebold Safe & Lock Company. A pair of
diagondly fluted round columns resting on square besss carries an architrave that reeds"ASHLAND" in gold
lettering. A decorative endosad pediment tops the safe entrance. A second modem vaullt that extendsto the
besament level was installed next to the origina one in 1981.

Immediatdy ingde the first floor front entranceis par of modem doors that open to awide ok darcase These
dairs, which lead to the sscond floor, retain Colonial Reviva detailing and dateto 1905. Horizontal
wainscoting covers the lower part of the gair wall. At the top of the stairs, pilasters topped with a broken
triangular pediment surround double four-pand doors into alarge meeting room. On both sdesof the double
doors are four-pand doors leading to two comer anterooms that once served as water dosets. Thesedoors ae
surrounded by projecting crown molding lintels with supporting pilasters. The meeting room hes a vaulted
celling and extendsto the west end of the building. Varying types of wood trim top horizontal beed board dong
the beee of al four walls. A decorative plaster medalion remains & the center of the ceiling. There arefour
amal openings clustered together dong the southem end of the eestem wall behind which there isa movie
projector. A raised dage a the west end of the room was added in 1905 a the time of the rear addition,
replacing the original gagethat was built in 1882. A proscenium arch with panded woodwork surrounds the
current dage. An asbedos curtainwith an intricate hand painted mura remains in place. There are doorson

(continued)
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each dde of the gage leading to anterooms with dageaccess A singlefive horizontal pand door to the left of
the sage leedsto two dressng rooms with dage acoess on the southwest comer of the building. Swinging
double doors on the right of the stage lead to a single room on the northwest comer of the building with dage
aooess thisroom provided access to agarcaseto thefirst floor until it was removed in 1981.

Ashland Town Hall hes a fiill basement that goans the entirewidth and depth of the building. The basement wes
a0 renovated in 1981, with the rear or west two-thirds of thisleve retrofitted for offices usng the same
materias described for the first fioor. Thefront or eedt part of the basament gopears to not have been dtered
dnce the early 20* century; this section isdivided into three aress by two longitudinal (eest-west) interior brick
walls. Drawings show that thisbrickwork was new in 1905. Circulation through the areais limited to one door
leading from aroom in that part of the basament that hes been retrofitted for office use and is currently used for
dorage. Thisdoor leadsto the first areaor room that is on the south sSde of the front section, an areathat once
housad the town's hand operated fire engine. This areaonce was once accessed by the large opening in the
south exterior wall that now is filled with concrete and blocked by the handicgpped-access ranp on the exterior.
Segmentd arched doorways are cut into the two interior brick walls noted above, and lead to the other two arees
of thefront part of the basament. Remnants of an inactive well or cistem remainin the center areaand thetown
lock-up isin the far northem section of the front besement area. Two of the four brick jail cellswere removed
when the new vault on the first floor was added in 1981. Thetwo remaining cells are small and narrow, with
wrought iron gates, barrel ceilings, and wood benches There is no exterior accessfrom thisfront part of the
basament, 0 that one must circulate back through the segmenta arched openings in the brick wallsto retum to
the corridor in the retrofitted rear two-thirds of the basement.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stesare recorded on the town hall property, Stesmay be present. Sixteen
Stesare recorded in the generd area(within one mile). Thetown hall isdso located within the Sudbury River
drainege, aregion that has been recognized as adocumented corridor of Native settlement. Environmenta
characteridtics of thetown hall locde support the presence of ancient Stesin thisarea Thetown hal dtson a
well drained, level to moderatdy doping terrace in dose proximity to wetlands. The Sudbury River is located
less than 1,000 feet north of thetown hall. The Sudbury River converges with the Asssbet and Concord Rivers,
forming amajor tributary of the Merrimack River. Given the above information, the Sze of the parcd (1.48
acres), and impects rdated to constmction of the earlier Chapd Hall and existing Town Hall, a moderate
potentia exists for locating significant ancient Native American resources on the property.

(continued)
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A moderate potential dso exigts for locating historic archaeologica  resources on the Town Hall property.
Additiona documentary ressarch combined with archaeologica survey and testing may locate ssmcturd
evidence of Chapd Hall (ca 1830), asmdl building that ood on the Ste prior to constmction of the Town
Hall. Chapd Hall was used as aschool and for religious and town meetings. Stmctura evidence from two of
four chimneys removed from the present Town Hall may dso survive. Stmcturd evidence may dso exist from
bams, carriage houses, and other outbuildings assodated with both the Chagpd Hall and existing Town Hall.
Archaeologica evidence of occupationd-related features (trash pits, privies, wells) may aso be present in
dmilar arees Grading inthe vicinity of the Town Hall has adversdly affected any ancient Native American and
historic cultural resourcesto an unknown extent.

(end)
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Name of Property
«» Statement of Signifir.anp.e

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

» B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past

X C Property ennbodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is;

« A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

+ B removed from its original location.

» C a birthplace or grave.

+ D acemetery.

« E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

« Facommemorative property.

+ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Rihlioflraphlr.al Referenr.es

Middlesex County, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITFCTURF
EDUCATION

POLITICS/GOVERNMENT
COMMUNITY PI ANNING A nFVFI OPMFNT

Period of Significance
1R55-1954

Significant Dates
1855, constructiQn_

1905 altsratinn

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

n/a
Cultural Affiliation

n/a

Architect/Builder
Builder - A.W. Johnson of Hopkinton, MA

Architects - Edwin Payson (1855)
Fijfifinel Clark (1905)

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

epreliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

epreviously listed in the National Register

epreviously determined eligible by the National
Register

edesignated a National Historic Landmark

erecorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

erecorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

estate Historic Preservation Office
eother State agency
*Federal agency
*Local government
*University
sother
Name of repository:
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Ashland Town Hall retainsits setting on Main Street inthe center of the town of Ashland. The building
digolays the Greek Reviva style, apopular form for civic buildingsfromthe 1820s to the 1850s as well as
dementsof the Itdianate style, which was beginning to proliferate a the time that the Town Hall was builtin
1855. The Ashland Town Hall, dso known historically as the Ashland Town House, isreflectiveof the socid,
educationd and civic life of the community. The property retains architectural and historical integrity and is
sgnificant for the period beginning in 1855 when it was condructed to 1954 during which time the building was
in continued use as amunicipa meeting house and center for Town related activities. Retaining integrity of
location, setting, design, association, materids, workmanship, and feeling, the Ashland Town Hall meets
Criteria A and C of the National Regiger of Historic Hacesand is significant & the loca level.

The Town of Ashland was incorporated in 1846 from parts of neighboring Framingham, Holliston and
Hopkinton. Prior to incorporation, it was known as Unionville becauseit was centrally located between these
threetowns. Due to the aredls proximity to the Sudbury River and atransportation route from South
Framingham to Sherbom, itislikely that there were small, temporary settlement Stesin thisregion in the late
16" and early 1?2 centuries where visitorswould have subssted on fishing in the Sudbury River and himting
and gathering in the riverinelowlands and adjacent hills. By the mid 17*' century, Magunkaguag, a Native
American "Praying Town," had been established and residents employed European agriculture methods,
grazing, and some lumbering.

During the century leading up to the American Revolution, the main road through Ashland shifted to run dong
the Sudbury River and through what is today's town center; severd secondary routes were a0 established a
thistime. Colonigts replaced Native Americans as the primary resdents of the areg, and two grist millsdong
the Sudbury began to contribute to the economy. The Praying Town becamearura colonial district during the
18" century.

Most development and industrid growthin this areaoccurred in the mid-1IQ™ century during which time the
raillroad was built through Ashland Center. While alarge grain business, sash and blind factory, shoe and boot
factories, and alarge one importer o contributed to the Town's manufacturing boom, it was the anticipated
opening of the Hugh Dwight Printing Co. ca 1870 which had the grestest impact on Ashland's commercid and
resdentid growth and prosperity. While the Dwight buildings were under construction, however, the
condemnation of Sudbury River watersfor Boston's water supply brought this boom to a sudden

(continued)
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halt. Thetown never regained itsformer progperity and the large number of buildings surviving from the late
1850s without subssquent residentia development is testimony to this economic tragedy.

In the years surrounding the tum of the last century, Ashland's population hovered around 2,000 with mills and
dhoefactories providing the primary economic stimulus. The early- to mid-20'~ century saw the arrival of two
new industries: New England Aniline Works, adye manufacturer, and Warren Telechron Company, a maker of
dectric clocks, but still therewas little new residentia or commercid devel opment.

Prior to the congtruction of Ashland Town Hall, asmadl frame building known as Chegpd Hall sood onthe Site.
It wes built ca 1830 by local mill ovmers, the lower floor of the building was used as a school, and ahall onthe
seoond floor was used for meetings and to hold the town's first religious services. This congregation organized
& the Unionville Evangdlica Socdiety in 1834, and the following year the group built ameatinghouse in which
to worship. Chapd Hall continued to be used as aschool and meeting place. After Ashland was incorporated in
1846, Chapd Hall was dso used for town meetings. The only other community meeting placesin Ashland a&
that time were the Evangelical Society's temple-front megtinghouse built in 1835 which still dandsacrossMain
Street from Ashland Town Hall and houses the Congregation Church (MHC #6), and a small Baptist chapd
built in 1845 on Summer Street that bumed around 1900.

At atown meeting in 1851, the Town of Ashland consdered purchasing Chapd Hall, but after some debate, the
town voted to investigate purchasing apiece of property to build anew smcture instead. However, the town
did vote to pay James Jackson $500 for his equity in Chape Hall a that time. The decision to build anew town
hall reflectsthe overall prosperity of Ashland in the mid-19" century. Over the next few years, debate ensued as
to the specificsfor anew town house. A proposd to remove Chapd Hall and erect anew building to sarve ss a
combined town hall, lock-up, and fire station on the dSte was finally goproved in 1854 with aprojected budget of
$10,000. In 1854, Edwin Payson was paid $60 for "drawing and specifications from Town House" The
following year Payson was paid an additiona $52.50 for more specificationsand A. W. Johnson of Hopkinton
was contracted to erect the building for about $8,000. The cogt of purchasng Chepd Hall was $254 and the
expensssfor erecting the new building totaled $9,984.34. The basamatt of the new building, which was
completed in 1855, condsted of an engine room, alock-up with four jail cells, afiimaceroom, and two
playrooms for school children. On thefirst floor there were four schoolrooms, and on the second floor there
wes a large meeting hall and two small anterooms that were used by the town officers. The first town meeting
convened in the new town house on Decamber 29, 1855, and as was intended, the building served multiple
fiinctions.

(continued)
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When Ashland was incorporated in 1846, seven school districts or wards were formed. Five new one-room
schoolhouseswere built ca 1846-50 in order to accommodate the town's growing population. By 1855,
however, the number of districts was reduced to six. Chapd Hall, which was referred to as the Center or
Digtrict One after Ashland's incorporation, was the largest school. When this building was replaced with the
new town housein 1855 it retained the District One designation. At the same time, Ashland began to
experiment with the creation of ahigh school program; these dasses, which functioned dongsde the other
programs, commencad in the new town houseon May 12, 1856. After two years, the town declined to provide
fiirther fimding for thistrial, and sudentsinterested in ahigh school program went to Framingham. In 1867, the
town decided to make another attempt a establishing a high school and united the program with the grammear
school in the town house. While enrollment was initialy limited, by 1874 the high school had grown enough to
become a sgparate educationd unit. I1n 1871, anew centraly located school known as the South School was
built on Main Street to accommodate Grades |V, V and VI. South School isno longer extant. 1n 1880, the
closng of two mills led to the elimination of District Five; mog of the remaining sudents were sent to District
Ore Thismarked the beginning of a movement to gradudly discontinue the use of outlying districts, and to
edtablish acentraized graded school sysem in District One a the center of town. By 1884, schoal officials
began proposing the building of a new high schooal, citing that lack of goace, poor light, and proximity to the
lock-up in the town house were distractions to the sudents. A new building was finally completed in 1890 on
the comer of Alden and Centra Streetsto housethe high school and Grades VIl and VIII. This school building
hes ds0 been lost. With the 1905 addition to the town hall, the first floor was renodded to have three
schoolrooms aong the south sde of the first floor; Grades!, 11 and |11 used theserooms until 1918. Over-
crowding eventudly led to the removd of Gradelll to another locationin 1920; in 1928 anew dementary
schoaol known as the Centrd Streat School wes erected a 75 Centrd Strest (MHC #19) and Ashland Town Hall
oeesd to operate as aschool. The Central Street School remains in use today, but its name hes Snce been
changad to the William Fittaway Schooal.

Prior to 1846, the town's fire department consagted of afifty-eight member volunteer organization named Union
Fire Engine Company Number Four. The group held meetings in Chepd Hall and functioned as an active socid
group in the community. Company Number Four's single piece of equipment, ahand tub that had been
purchased in 1846, was dored in the Town Hall's besament engine room that was located in the southeest
comer. The ramp and doors that once provided access to this room have snce been removed. Even after
incorporation and the gppointment of firewardens, Ashland exercised littlejurisdiction over the independent
organization until 1873 when the Board of Fire Engineers was formed and a Chief Enginesr was named. In

(continued)
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1871, the town authorized the purchase of a geam fire engine and the building of anew engine house. Thefire
department rdocated to asmdl frame building on Main Street known as Engine Hall. Engine Hall, which
housed the Fire Department until anew Centrd Fire Station (MHC #20) was built & 151 Main Street around
1928, isno longer standing. The hand tub remained in Sorage in the Town Hall basament until it was sold by
the Sdectmen.

Ashland sdected itsfirst town congable in 1846, and the four cellsin the Town House basament sarved asthe
town lock-up upon the opening of the building in 1855. Thefirst police officers were gopointed in 1879. The
lock-up was usad into the first half of the 20" century athough not without complaints about noise from and
problems due to water in the besament area

In 1880, Ashland voted to establish aFee Public Library; it opened to the public April 9, 1881 and operated out
of the southeegterly anteroom on the second floor of Town Hall. By the mid 1880s when the high school was
faced with overcrowding issues, some of the dassesmet upgtairsin the library. It was o used as a meeting
place for varioustown boards. At the same time, the library's collection continued to grow and it was faced
with goece regtrictions. When the new high school was finally built in 1890, the library was moved downgairs
to one of the old primary school rooms aong the north Sde of the building. By 1900, the library was becoming
crowded again and gppeded to the town for additional oace Funds were donated by Andrew Camegie to build
anew town library (MHC #18) on 66 Front Strest; it was designed by Eugene L. Clark, alocd architect, and
opened in May 1904. Thislibrary isstill in use as such.

In early 1905, the Sdectmen were notified by the State Ingpector that the Town Hall did not meet fire
regulations, and that in order for the hall to continueto be usad for amusament purposes, significant renovations
were necessary. Thetown retained the services of Eugene L. Clark to design arear addition for the building that
would create anew first floor schoolroom, banquet room and kitchen, as well as anew sage, anterooms and
fireproof entrance and exit from the second floor hall. An asbestoscurtain that remans in place was purchased
from Nightingale & Childs for $32 to sarve as afireproof barrier between the dage and the auditorium, and it
was hand-painted by O. L. Story for $25. There isno information available about where Story lived or practiced
histrade.

The northeasterly room on the first floor served as the Sdectman's Office after it was vacated by the high school
in 1890, and afireproof vault by Diebold Safe & Lock Company was ingtdled herein 1894. A sscond modem
two-story vauU that extends to the besement level was ingtalled next to the original onein 1981. This

(continued)
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addition necesstated the demoalition of two of the four cdlsin the basement lock-up. Today, this former
Sdectman's Office isthe Town Clerk's Office.

Since Ashland Town Hall was built, the seoond story hall hes served avariety of purposes. 1t housed Town
Mestings from 1855 until 1954, when the Concord Street School, now known as the Mindess Middle School,
was built. Town Mesetings ae held a the schoadl to thisday. The large second-gory meeting room a Town Hall
a0 provided a source of income for the town by being rented over the yearsfor dances, plays, concerts,
temperance medtings, lectures, high school graduation, political conventions and rallies, and movies. A movie
projector remans in place behind the eestem wall of the hall. The Grand Army of the Republic was among the
groups that used the hall for variousftmctionsover the yearsincluding banquets, meetings and ftinerals. The
hal hes been used as a dorage areasnce around 1970. The town boards and offices temporarily relocated to
the high school and trailerswhile the first floor of the Town Hall was modemized; they retumed in 1981
following the completion of the renovation.

The Ashland Town Hall hes played asignificant role in the municipal, educationd and socid evolution of the
town. Today, it continues to be used for municipal busgnesson aregular bassand portions of the origina
dmcture remanin tact. On behaf of the Town, Ashland's Sdectmen voted to support thisNationa Regiger
nomination.

In early 2001, the Town of Ashland announced plans to demolish Ashland Town Hall and build anew smcture
to provide much needed office goacefor town offices. By Febmary of that year, agroup of concemed citizens
hed organized to form a group cdled Save Ashland Town Hall (SATH). SATH circulated a petition to oppose
the demoalition and campaigned to presarveit over the next few months. Later in the spring, aballot to goprove
the demoalition and build anew stmcture was voted down. In duly, aTown Hall Study Committee (THSC) was
formed to investigate dternatives. The Town of Ashland was committed to kegping town hall downtown, but
there were no other Stesavailable that would be gppropriate for anew stmcture. The THSC commenced
working with the Town Manager on the renovation plans for Ashland Town Hall. In the fall of 2002, the town
goproved plans to use $4 million to renovate the interior and exterior of the building. Community Preservation
Act funds will be usad to finance a portion of this renovation. Design development plans were finalized in the
fall of 2003, calling for significant renovations to the first floor of the interior of the building, and for the
restoration of the second floor hall. The plans dso include repairing the vaulted ceiling, restoring and
maintaining the sage, and removing plaster to add insulation to the walls, and re-siding the exterior.

(continued)
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The town expectsto begin the renovation in early 2004.

Archeological Significance

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement in Ashland are poorly understood, any surviving Stes
could be significant. Native American gtesin this aleamay contribute information that documentsthe
importance of coagtd versusriverine subsgence pattems a interior Stesaong the border of the Coastd Plain
and Centrd Massachusattsuplands.  Specifically, the Sudbury River drains north viathe Concord River to the
Merrimack River, whileimmediately south of Ashland, the Charles River drains eegterly through Boston to the
ocean. Ancient Native American dtesin Ashland may have doser socid, cultural, and economic ties with
Native groups inriverinelocals, coastd groups to the eedt, or adgptations from both. Ancient Native American
gtesand communities in Ashland may contain evidence of a more specidized subsstence and settlement
sydem adgpted to the environment of the Centrd Massachusetts uplands.

Historic archaeologica resources described above havethe potentia to contribute important information
reflective of the social, educationa, and civic life in Ashland throughout mos of the 19* century.
Archaeologica survey and testing may locate stimctura evidence of Chapd Hall (ca 1830), asmadl building, no
longer extant, that sood on the property prior to the constmction of the present Town Hall (1855). Stmcturd
evidence assodated with Chapd Hall may contribute important architectural details of the building including its
orientation, exact location, and plan. Archaeological testing around the existing Town Hall may dso contribute
important information on ssmctura features of the Town Hall that no longer exist. Stmctura evidence may
aurvive from two of the original four chimneys that have been removed. Stmctura evidence may dso exist
from bams, carriage sheds and other outbuildings associated with many of theftmctionsand activitiesthat
occurred a both the Chagpd Hall and Town Hall. Information may exist related to 19* century trangportation
and mantenance of the dmctures. Detailed andys's of the contents from occupationd related features (trash
pits, privies, wells) may aso contribute important information on agpectsof the social, cultural, and economic
life of the community through archaeological evidence of socid, educationd, and civic events

(end)



NPS Fonn | 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0011
(C ]

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regiger of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Ashland Town Hall
Ashland (Middlesex), Massachusetts
Section number 9 Page 1

9.MAJORBIBLIOGRAPffICAL REFERENCES

Ashland Higtorical Society. Pgpasof Frank J. Metcalf Ashland, MA. Published Nov. 1916 in The Evening
News, Framingham, Mass

Diebold, Incorporated. "History - The Early Years” Availableonline:
http:/Avww.di ebol d.com/aboutus/history/historv02.htm.  Viewed: Febmary 16, 2003.

Higtory of the Town of Ashland, prepared by The U.S. Historical Records Survey, Mass,, Division of
Community Service Programs, Works Project Administration. Lakeview Press, Framingham, Mass,, 1942.

Interview with Richard Fannon, member, Ashland Historical Society, 2003.

Interview with Ed McGuire, Chair, Ashland Historical Society, 2003.

Interview with Dade Morris, Assgant to Ashland Town Manager, 2003.

Interview with Julie Nardone, member. Save Ashland Town Hall and Town Hall Study Committee, 2003.

Massachusatts Division of Ingpection. Card file index to Building Ingpection Flans [dso know as Public Sfety
plans], 1889-1987. Massachusetts Archives.

Massachusatts Historical Commission. Inventory for the Tovm of Ashland. Boston. 1978 (includes inventory
form for Ashland Town Hall).

Massachusatts Historical Commission. Maker Index information on buildingsdesgned by E. L. Clark, A. W.
Johnson, Edwin Payson and O.L. Story. Boston.

Town of Ashland: Annual Reports. 1846-1928
Town of Ashland: Directories. 1850-1860, 1900-1910.

(continued)



Ashland Town Hall Middlesex County, MA
Name of Property
County, State

10- fiftographiral Data
Acreage of Property 1.48 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 296540 4681510 Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

n See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11- Form Preparftri Ry

namel/title Katharine Mittelbusher (editor) Betsy Friedberg

organization ~ Massachusetts Historical Commission ,date  January 2QQ4
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard . telephone. fil 7-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA . zip code 02125

Adriitinnal Dnr.iimentafinn

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name Town of Ashland

street & number 101 Main Street .telephone 508-881-0100

city ortown  Ashland state_ MA_ .zip code 01721

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq ).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the fonn. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Sen/ices Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.



NPS Form 1 10-900-i OMB Approval No. 1024-0«1S
(CS)

United States Department of the Interior
Nationa Park Service

National Regiger of Higoric Places

Continuation Sheet Ashland Town Hall

Ashland (Middlesex), Massachusetts
Section number 9 Page 2

Town of Ashland. Official Town of Ashland Webste. Availableonline, http:/Mmww.ashlandmass.com.
Viewed February 16, 2003.
Maps.

1927-1955  Sanbom Fire Insurance Maps

(end)

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundarv Description

The Ashland Town Hall gandson the West sde of Main Street near the center of Ashland. The boundary of the
property is defined by the endosed Town of Ashland assessor'smgp (revised April, 2001), Sheet 8, Parcd 115.
This rectangular parcd of land is 148 acres.

Boundarv Justification

The boundary of the nominated property is confined to Parce 115. This parcd was acquired by the Town of
Ashland in 1854 for the purpose of erecting the Tovm House and historically been associated with this building.
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Office of the Board of Selectmen
101 MAIN STREET
01721-1191

Phone: 508.881.0100 Fax: 508.881.0102

13 March 2002 Ref#417a

Secretary William F. Galvin, Chmn.
Mass. Historical Commission
Mass. Archives Building

220 Morrissey Bivd.

Boston, MA 02125

Re: Ashland Town Hall
Dear Secretary Galvin:
| am writing to inform you that the Board of Selectmen, at its regular meeting held
February 27, 2002, duly noticed and posted, voted to support the application of
the Ashland Historical Commission to the MHC regarding the Ashland Town Hall.
That application seeks to have the Ashland Town Hall listed in the National
Register of Historic Places. We are proud of our town hall building and wish to
have its place noted in history.
Please contact our ofTice should you have any questions regarding this matter.
For the Board, | remaip;'
Ven tmly

n Ellsworth, Chairman

ail: selectmenoffice@ashlandmass.com
web site: www.ashlandmass.com



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

January 16, 2004

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Flaces
Depatment of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed plessefind the following nomination form:

Ashland TownHall, 101 Main &., Ashland (Middlesex), MA

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
State Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Ore letter of support hes bean received.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regigter Director
M assachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC. Graden Sthule, Kahaine Mittdbusher, presavation consultants
Edward Maguire, Adhland Higoricd Commission
Richard Desnaras Board of Sdedmen
Seve Kelin, Tonn Hane

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us'sec/mhc



