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< . 
The Stetson House is a two and one-half story frame structure with a later e l l , ' 
facing north, on a roughly two-acre site in Hanover Center. Although the 
present dwelling house dates primarily from c. 1760, i t incorporates portions 
of an earlier (c. 1700) house. Structural evidence suggests that the bam also 
may date from c. 1700, Tne street facade of the Stetson House displays granite 
foundation facing, wood water table, and symmetrical placement of five bays with 
a center entrance. The sash are 12/12 on the f i r s t story and 12/8 on the second. 
The elaborate entrance frontispiece with fluted Doric pilasters, rusticated 
paneling, quoins, and dentilated comice probably dates from c. 1790, as does 
the key motif under the bed mould of the eave comice. Wood shingles, painted 
yellow, were installed as part of an early twentieth-century "restoration." A 
mid-nineteenth-century e l l extends from the southwest portion of the house. 

The earliest interior area is the southeast room where there is a fireplace core 
with exposed beams. The summer beam there is chanptered with lambs' tongue stops. 
In the northwest parlor the decorative wood trim has late eighteenth-century 
mouldings and a "rustification" motif which is unusual but corresponds to the 
same detailing on the entrance frontispiece. The cupboard door beside the fire­
place has raised field paneling. Above this parlor, the northwest chamber is 
similar. In both of these rooms the trim represents an interesting proAdncial 
interpretation of transitional Georgian-Federal woodwork. Trim work haAdng a more 
typical vernacular Federal design exists in the mortheast parlor. 

The northeast and southeast chambers underv/ent "restoration" sometime between 
1916 and 1928. The owner. Dr. Lloyd Vemon Briggs, l e f t no records to justify 
his choices. These tv;o chambers have exposed framing. The wall surface in tlie 
northeast chairiber is sinply the interior side of the exterior wall sheathing. 
Bead-and-bevel panels cover the walls in the southeast chamber, and the room has 
diamond-pane leaded glass casement windows. Briggs also replaced the main stair­
case. Some elements which Briggs removed, including raised paneling from the 
northeast chamber, are stored in the bam. 
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BUILDER/ARCHITECT Capt. Benjamin Stetson (?) 

The Stetson House, built c. 1700, retains integrity of location, design, materials 
and workmanship and is one of the earliest extant buildings in Hanover Center. I t 
is also associated with one of Hanover's oldest families and remained in their 
ownersliip for nearly two hundred years. During its earlier years i t played a 
key role in the l i f e of the community serving as a tavern and a meetinghouse. 

I t stands on a two-acre plot which is part of a far ii*Dre extensive parcel of 
land originally acquired in 1634 for the Plymouth Colony by the f i r s t Stetson 
in the area, Robert Stetson. The area was then known as Scituate, and Stetson 
obtained a section encompassing parts of Scituate and present-day Hingham and 
Abington from the Namasakeesett Indians. In 1634 the Plymouth Colony Court 
granted Stetson a "considerable tract of land" which included shore along the 
North River, and part of Herring Brook. By 1642 the area was incorporated as 
the town of Scituate. 

Stetson! erected a saw mill on Herring Brook in 1656, probably the f i r s t in that 
part of the colony. "Comet" Robert Stetson, so named because he was a Comet 
of the f i r s t light horse corps in the Colony, was said to have considerable •--
wealth. He served as a Deputy to the Colony Court, a Colony Coitmissioner, and 
a member of the Council of War. One on his sons. Captain Benjamin Stetson, was 
very likely the builder of the house. As early as 1690, Captain Stetson was 
engaged in shipbuilding on the North River. He le f t the property, with an 
unspecified acerage, to his son Samuel in 1715. Samuel, known in the records 
as "Drummer" Stetson, evidently continued the family tradition of nickname by 
military association. Records for 1716 describe the house of "Drummer" Stetson 
as a tavem and "famous place of resort." 

After Hanover separated from Scituate in 1727, public use of the Stetson HoTise 
continued. "Being nearest the centre of the town and most convenient for public 
accommodation," i t was the meetinghouse for the new town. 

The house did not pass out of the Stetson family i n t i l 1891. In 1916, Dr. L. * * 
Vemon Briggs, on of the f i r s t psychiatrists in ̂ fessachusetts, purchased the house 
and executed a conjectural restoration of certain areas of the house. Although 
he did not base his work strictly on documentary or physical research, he did 
attenpt to represent various styles from various periods in the history of the 
house, from the late seventeenth century to the mid-nineteenth century. 
Descended from early Hanover settlers. Dr. Briggs designated the house as a 
memorial to his parents. Use of certain room.s was granted to the Hanover 
Historical Society. In 1928 he willed the house to the Scoiety for the 
Preservation of New England Antiquities. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Beginning at a stone bound at the northeasterly comer of land of the Town of Hanover 
and running thence. (continued) ' 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION (continued) ' : - - .̂.̂  \ v 

EASTERLY by said Hanover Street about 211 feet to land now or formerly of the E.H. 
Clapp Rubber Coirpany; thence turning and running 

SOUTH 12 23" WEST by land of said E.H. Clapp Rubber Company, 321 feet to a stake; 
thence turning and running 

SOUTH 82 22" EAST by said E. H. Clapp Rubber Coirpany land, 114 feet to a stake; 
thence turning and running 

SOUTH 13 51 WEST by land now or formerly of the heirs of Juletta S. Stetson, 264 
feet to a stake thence turning and running 

NORTH 82 22" IVEST by land now or formerly of Edward A. Bowker, 307 feet to a stake; 
thence turning and running 

NORIH 4 30" EAST by land now or formerly of said Bowker, 262.84 feet to a stone 
bound at the southeasterly comer of the Town House Lot, so-called, of the 
Town of Hanover; thence turning and running 

NORTH 37 10" EAST by land of said Town of Hanover, 122 feet to a stone bound; 
then running 

NORTH 5 10" EAST by said land of the Town of Hanover, 215.9 feet to the point of 
beginning; or however otherwise bounded, measured or described, and be any 

or a l l of said measurements more or less. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF M A S S A C H U S m S 
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Boston, Massachusetts 
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HISTORICAL 

COMMISSION 

June ?S, 1979 

Mr. Ronald Greenberg, Acting Qiief 
Registration Brjuich 
OAHP, Heidtage, Conservation 5 

Recreation Sexvice 
440 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Mr. Grecnberg: 'c,', 

Fnclosed you w i l l f i n d the following noinination forms: 

4' 
MICHAEL JOSEPH COM^'0 
Secretary of State 

I LY 

o BOSTON -

(» li.'vWDVbR -

0 LAWRI.̂NCE t,. 

0 LYNN - . : 

0. SOUIHBRTDGE 

Arthur J. Lynn (Sdiooner) 

Stetson House » 

Damtown Lawrence His toxic Dis t r i c t 

Lynn Armory 

St. Stephen's Church 

Center Village Historic District 

All have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and liave been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. 

S.i ncerely, : -

Christine Boulding 
Survey Director 

CB/T eaf , 
End: • • f 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 
MASSACHUSETTS 

STATE 

Date Entered ÊP 7 1979 
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