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house. The wi ndows had inside blinds which arestill i nplace today. Ebony and oak

were also used for decorative effect i nthepanelling. The dark woodwork i sheavy
and used extensively throughout thehouse. Large mirrors and elaborate gas fixtures
have al ways been considered as inportant assets tothehouse and are nentioned as
integral parts of thehouse i nthedeeds.

The only exterior alterations t othemansion have been theaddition totherear,
the removal of sone of thecast iron ornamentation, and t heremoval of some of the
fence. As a whole, thehouse has a feeling of richness and solidity.
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Situated i na commercial area of parking lots and nondescript 20ti). c. buildings, the
Grand Army of theRepublic Hall, 1876, i ssignificant asanarchitectural |andmark

designed by Calvert Vaux. | ti shistorically significant i nitsrelationship totheWssons,

an important wealthy family i nWrcester, and as a vestige of a former periodof
opul ence and craftmanship.

The G A.R Hall wasconstructed as a professional residence for Dr.George Bull and his
wife Sarah, andwasthegift of Danial B.Wsson, father of Sarah, at a cost of $125, 000.
Wesson had nade hi sfortune i nthe gun manufacturing business. The house proved t oo
expensive for a young doctor tomaintain and Dr.Bull soon found hi swife and hi s residence
unsatisfactory. | n 1882 he separated from both t o go west.

No tenants could be found and i n 1889 t he house was sold t o Helen M A Marble, wifeof
Dr.John O Marble. As aninteresting coincidence, Helen Marble wast he daughter of Ethan

Al'len who also nade hi sfortune i ngun manufacturing. I n 1903 t he house was sold again
to Warren D. Hobbs of Boston. Hobbs gave use of t he house t o hi sdaughter and her husband.
Dr. Howard Beal. Following thedeparture of theBeals i n1913, the hone was so-ld t o t he

George H Ward Post 10 of theGA R

The house had steadily lost value and the GA R wasable topurchase thebuildingfor

its assessed value of $ 21,600. Numerous auxileries and affiliated bodies were also
quartered i nthe newhall. | n1922-23 a canpaign wasinitiated toraise funds for the
construction of anaddition totherear of thebuilding. Theaddition was constructed
with stones from anoriginal $10,000 fence which were used asthebuilding material for
the street side tomatch themin building. Theaddition housed a meeting hall and nuseum
The basement |evel which had once held t heprofessional offices of theowner was converted
to use forcard and smoking roons.

As the 20th c. progressed and t he nenbers aged, t he menbership of the GA R post steadily
dwi ndl ed. What had once been thelargest GA R post i nthecountry could soon only boast
of a fewnenbers. |1 n1931-31 thetrustees found t he expense toogreat tocarry on and
the hall was deeded totheCity of Worcester with a nunmber of stipulations attached.

The city i snowobliged tomaintain thehall fortheuse of patriotic groups.
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8 October 1975

Ms. Kate Cole

National Register Office

Office of Archeol ogy andHistoric
Preservation

National Park Service

Department of the Interior

18th and C Streets, NW

Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Col e:

Encl osed for your files i sa copy of recent publicity onthe GAR Hall
in Worcester, Massachusetts. Thearticle appeared i nthe Evening Gazette
on October 1, 1975.

The GAR Hall was accepted i ntheNational Register on March 13, 1975.

Sincerely yours.

Judy D Dobbs
National Register Editor
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

/] d

encl osure

THt NATIONAL REGISK OF HSTORC RUCES
MCKD Q@T101965

INDVIDUAL RESENEE. (ATTACHED)
. INFCRVIATVE MATERAL SENT
THERHONE GALL (ATTAGHED)
DATE ACTIN TAKEN

INITIALS






t. NUMBER
FEDERAL ASSISTANCE 2. APPLI-
CANT'S
1L TYPE . PSCAPPLICATION APPLI- b. DATE
OF CATION Kear month da»
ACTION  1x1 APPLICATION 19 76 12 30
mo'Niftl' e NOTIFICATION C™ INTENT (Opt)
toSr" * . REPORT OF FEDERAL ACTION Blank
4. LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT
1. Applicant Kime Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
h. Organimicn Unit
¢, Stmt/P.0. Sox 294 Washington Street
d. City Boston . Suffolk
f. sute Massachusetts g. ZIPCoda: 02108
k. Contact Parson (Name Elizabeth Reed Amadon, S-H.P.O.
A telephone No.) (617) 727-8470
7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S PROJECT
Wor cester County
GA R Hall Developnent Project, Worcester
"Clean, repair and repaint interior surfaces"
Source of non-federal match i sfunds of the
City of Worcester.
10. AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT (Namea of cities, countiee, 11. ESTIMATED NUM-
Seen o)
Commonweal th of Massachusetts 5,689,170
13. PROPOSED FUNDING 14, CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF:
1. FEDERAL 1,900 @D a APPLICANT b. PROJECT
b. APPLICANT 1,900 @
e. STATE 00 16. PROJECT START 17. PROJECT
DATM\ TN day DURATION
d. LOCAL .00 36 MorUht
- oner o0 B ETMIESEZO Yer mnh day
TDTW. 3,800 .00 FEDERAL AGENCY p. 19/6 12 30

20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST (Name, CUy, Sate. ZIP code)

OMB Approval No. 29-rl02la

3. STATE 1. tiUMEER

APPLICA- 75050496

TION

IDENTI- b. DATE Year month day
FIER ASSGNED 1975 06 16

5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO.

046-002-284
oRo. NUVBER |1]5]. |9]0]4]
GRAM b. TITLE
(from
Federal

Catalog) Historic Preservation

8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT

A-St&ta H-Communify Action Agency
&-Intent3ia |- Hieher Tducational Institution
C-£ubsUI9 J- Indian Triba

District K-Other (Specify):
D-CouaSy
E-Cttj

F-School District
6-Spaciil Purpose

Dbtrict Enter appropriatt  letter
9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE
A-Bajlc Grant D-Insuranca
B-Supplamantal Grant E-Other Enter pro-
C-Loan priate letter(a)
12. TYPE CF APPLICATION
A-Ncw C-Ravision E-Aujmentstion
B-Rcnawal  D-Continuetion

Enter appropriate letter A

15. TYPE OF CHANGE (Perliecr!:c)
A-Iricrecie Collars F-Other (Specify):
B-Decrcasa Doil*r*
C-Increasa Duration
D-O«r'asa Duration
E-C:ncallation
Enter -<'0-
priatearigtter @

19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMSE3

25-76-00643-00
21. REMARKS ADDED

National Park Service, Washington, DC 20240 QYMijg No
22. a. To tba bast of my knr.w'ed*a and baliaf, b. If rer.aiiti by OMB Circular /V-95 this applichition was submitted, pur*usnt toin- No re- ReBpcnez
dait In this prupplictticn/applicciion are atnictior.3 fierain, to appropriate clearinghouses and ail roaponsas are attached: €po-.lae attached

THE truo and correct, the dccumext haa been
APPLICANT  duly authorized by the Eovc-nin: b»dy ef . .
CERTIFIES the applicant and tlie applicant will comply (1) Office of State Pl anni ng .
THATA with the attached aasiirin®es if fie asiiat- @ . 0
ance ia approved.
®) ° ®
23. a. TYPED NAME AND TITLE b. SIGNATURE ¢ GATE SIGNED
CERTIVING Eli zabeth Reed Amadon, Exec. Yer mmK iay
sentative Dir. and SHP Q " 76 12 130
24. AGENCY NAME 22. AFPLICA- '~car tnontA. day'
Department of the Interior ©v77 1 5
26. ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT 27. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 2e. FEOtRAL APPLICATION
. . .. . . IDENTIFICATION
National Park Service Grants Adiuinlstration Div.
29. ADDRESS 30. FEDE:nAL GRANT
18th & C Sts.,N.V., Washington, D.C. 20240
31. ACTION TAKEN 32 FUNDING 34. y«ar monik day
STARTING 77 1 28
(2~ 1. AWARDED a. FEDERAL J 1,900 .00 33. ACTION DATE >- 19 DATE 19
« b. REJEaED b. APPLICANT 1.900 OO0 35 CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA- 3G, Yco0- mtmth  day
TION (Name arvd. telephone number) ENDING 80 1 27
* e. RNURNED FOR e. STATE .00 DATE 19 ~nt
AMENDMENT d. LOCAL .00 Stephen D. Newman 37. REMARKS ADDED
+ d. DEFERRED e. OTHER .00 (202) 523-5472
« . WITHDRAWN . TOTAL $ 3. ROO 00
38. a. In takinj above action, any CO4inienta receivad from clearinghouses ware con- b. FEDERAL KZ'V.~l A-53 OFF;C!"i
siderati. Il aeancy rasponsa Is ilua uirJer provisions ot Part 1, OMB Circular A-3S, (.vVaiNe arui tetephone no.)

FEDERAL AGFNCY
A-95 ACTION

it haa been or is being maJe.

424-101

same as/'35

. STANOARO FORM «2« fA-.;E 1 (!)-75)
fraacribit bd CSA. Fadera Uaaamement Circular : V-r



\NB, Data Sliest e s

NR OE MarcK' 13, 1975
NAMEASITAFFEARSINFEDERAL REGISTER: G.&.R. Hall
OTHER KAMES Bull Manslon - ."i-."
LOCATION:
SRKINVER S5 Pearl Stteet'
CITY. TOWN y\/\b.cester CONGRUtiiilONAL DISTRICT 3j-jJ
VICINITY Of
STATE COUNTY code
M assachusetts W cester 027

OWNER OF PROPERTY ; (Cirde) STATE LGDAL GO/ T/ KINQFAL) QU rTY  OHER

ADM NI STRATCR( under | i ne) FECERAL (AGENCY W)

NS REAON (OROLEf NATLANTICM M D ATLANTIC  SQJTHEAST M DVEST

somr TBST ROOKY MONTAIN VEST  PACIFIC KORTTITEST

FEATURES: "INTERIOR

XTEPIOR SWIPONS
Svibstantially intact-1  "~SBubstantially intact-2 —Substantially intact-3
_ unknown - 4 unknown .-5 unknown -6
_ not applicable - 7 _ not applicable - 8 _jjot applj cafcle-9
..Interior, exterior, environs not intacc-0
CONDITION- -E5Ctk«N _OETER10BATE£0 _UNAITERE£O
27000 _RUINS MICTERED
_FAIR —UNEXPOSED —Reconstructed
_t'nexcavat'?'l —Excavat ed
ACCESS- es-restricted Yes-uT.restricted No access L' nknown
historic district YES

WTH N NATI ONAL REG STER H STCR C DI STR CT?
[F YES NAME

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LAIIDMARK?
IF YES, NAME

ADAPTIVEUSE; YES. NO

YES

YES

Saved ? ves o
FUNCTION (S): (use vocabulary words)

then- /ACc™MsCtin eMindsSn

now-

SIGNIFICANCE:

ARCHEOCUUy-PREHISTORIC IANOSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _REUGION

..."entertainment
— ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION _LAw/Cov't/pOliticS —SCIENCE health
_ASiBieULTU —ECONOMICS —UTERATURE recreation
MRCHmCTu]RE - f _tOUCATION —MIUTARY SOOAL/HUMANITARIAN sett!| ement
_*RT —INGINEERING —MusIC 80cl o/cultural
_COMMERCC _iXPIORATION —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION - urban & conmmun
ACOMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICVGOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) pl anni ng

. —INVENTION
Claims

first- YB5S (o "oldest-' YES NO *ly' ' YB5 ND






