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|ODESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

\\l The Naudain House, located outside the village of Taylors Bridee, is a
four-hay brick structure with a lower brick wing to the west. A H1V1°10n
line in the brickwork on the north and south facades indicates that the
house was originally a three-bay, side-hall structure, to which another bav
and the lower wing were added |, \

The original, or east, end of the house contains a parlor with panelled

east wall and a ha'l] with an open stair in its southeast corner. Un stairs
a north bedroom is situated above the entry hall and separated from the
second floor hall by beaded field panelling. The east bedroom, with its
panelled east wall, has been divided into several smaller rooms by recently
~added partitions. The second story detailing is simpler than that of the
first floor, and does not contain the box details under the windows.

To the west of the hall at an early date a dining room on the first
floor and a bedroom on the second were added. Through both rooms
communication with the lower wing is provided.

The attic remains unfinished and a basement supports only the eastern,
or original, three-bav portion. The basement is laid in English bond. An

arched chimney support remains in the east foundation wall of the original
section.

On the exterior the north facade is laid in Flemish bond with glazed
headers, and in English hond below the bevelad water table; the basement
windows are surmounted bv segmental arches. A remaining helt course,
exposed beam ends, and several courses of fhree-ccume common bond,
evidence either a gallery porch or a pent eave that etretched along the
north facade. Incafed in the west center bay, the north portal is sur-
mounted by a rectansular light and protected by a canti Jevered shed roof thi
may be a surviving segment of the pent eave.

The voof on the soirth facade, like the north, contains no dormers and
is Temlnated by the chimney QTar‘k" at the east and west gable walls. The
faeade W,'Lﬂ’l 1t5 beveled water' table and exnoveﬁ heam ends In r:o.nfmst,
however, the east center bay contains no fenestration.

The eavt Facadv.; Y«v?‘llch has bee.n stuccced ﬁnntame twn 5\mme+m c:e'Hv
nlaced circular windows in the gable, as opposed to rectansular sable
windows in the newer vest facade.

The lower wing shows evidencs of having he(‘r\ almnst completelv rehuilt]

at Jeast twice. A patch of early Flemish-bond brickwork surmrives vhere
this wing joins the northwest corner of the main house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

\ The Humuenot House remaing in the handz of descendante of Flias Naudaih
the man who is thoucht to have huilt it before 1735. Naudain was a French
Hugvenot who vwas boyn in Tremblade Fr:mce"""m T6BT. Tn 1685 he vas
married o Fnoland by his family, vho were forced to leave their homeland
hecause of religions persecution.  After hi=s father's death in 1686, Flias
Naudain's mother brousht her children to America, wh@re che married J200b

Ratier and settled in ]‘T“‘-‘e’f"}fi‘l"'"ﬂ“if"\‘f“!" T 'IBO'I Raticr mnved +tn News Vr\,v'?“
vhera he practiced maritime tradec. The nmff few vaare of youra NMa iaints
life are not vecorded, hut by 1715, he had settled on the Anpm'u nimink and
was an elder in the Preshyterian Church. Naudain mav have been living on
the farm at Tavlor's Bridpe as early as 1711, for he tried tn ohtain ritle
to it in ﬂ‘\rﬂ‘ yvear:; not intil 1735 did he Mw the farm on which he had been
living.

Unon his death in 1749, Flias Naudain left the farm to his cldest livife
son Andrew, who died inteetate in 1769, Andrew's widow remarried, and the
farm passed to his son Flias, who died in 1801, leaving several heirs amone
whom the property was divided.

The Naudain family prospered and increased, until by the end of the
eiphteenth century ceveral of its members were amrmo- the leadi ng citizens
of St. Georges and Apnoqninimink imdreds,  The ovmers of this house served
in various local offices, and their relatives held nearly evert important
miblic office in the commty at one time or another. ' 7

Their house Sﬁ,ittle chanced in its basin structure, remains an excellemt
axample of the nrosmerous farmer's residence of pre-revolutionary Delaware, N
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

(] State fx] Local [

National

Name
Dr. F. Rerkeled Tombkins
Title _ Director, Div, of Historical
and Cultural Affairs
Date %‘1*“114

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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