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1. Name of Property
historic name POND HILL SCHOOL

other nanfies/site nuinber ~ SOUTH WELLFLEET HALL

2. Location

street & number U.S. ROUTE 6 N/Anot for publication
city, town WELLFLEET itZAvicinity
state MA code 025 county BARNSTABLE code 001 zip code 02663

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
W\ private P n building(s) . Contributing Noncontributing
| I public-local n district i - 2 0  buildings
| Ipublic-State Osite g sites
| Ipublic-Federal | I structure * - structures
* object Al objects
2 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register o)

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination [HI request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property G3 fleets EZIdoes not meet the National Register criteria. CUsee continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official Date

Executive Direr.ror of Ma«;s. Hi.srorira 1l rnimnigginn- State Historic Pres. -Officer
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is: )
entered in the National Register. EatQvel ii mt thize / J
| | See continuation sheet.
| I determined eligible for the National
Register. See continuation sheet.
| | determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I lIremoved from the National Register.
| I other, (explain:)

nature of the Keeper Date of Action
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6. Function orl

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
EDUCATION | 'iCHOOI SOCIAL: MEETINC HALL
cnm Al . unPTTH/- UATT EDUCATIONAL.: LIBRARY

EDUCATION; LIBRARY

7. Description

. . . Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(ente categories from ingructions)
foundation BRICK
MID 19th CENTURY: GREEK REVIVAL wals _ CLAPBOARD
roof _ ASPHALT
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Rod Hill Sthad (1857, MC #S E-70, Phao #1) occupies a roughly rectangular
parcd o land an Raute 6 in South Wellfleet, aoproqmatd)é two ad
onequarta miles narth of the Wédlfleet tomn bardar with at Hades
CreX, ad gppraximatdy o miles southeas of Wdlfleet Center. U.S Raute
6, the mga north-south higwey through the Outer Cagpe vears nathwed at
Suth Wdlfleet araund Dunnrer Coe directly south of the school.  Rad Hill
Shad is dtuated an a hill &ove the cove the water view fram the
ghodhouse is mw blocked by tree gromth.  Containing 1.3 acres, the propety
IS bauded an the narth by Raute 6 and an the south by an A way. A
recentl)</_construciec_l pod ad rail fence defines the property line an the
eadt. Viensdof resdential subdivisons to the southeesd ad southwes are
sremead by the pine ad ck trees that surround the schodhouse

Rod Hill Shad is atwodoy frame sructure an a brick foundation rw
largely conoseled by oament.  Agphdt shingles have recently replaced white
odar shingles an the geble roof. The schodhouse is rectangular in masing,
appraximatdy 27 feet wide by 36-1/2 feet dﬁo. At the rodf ridge is abri
sngle-flue dimney st bak fram the narth devation (facade). Wrgnped
aaund the southwes corner of the building is a nearly square, onesory
frame addition an a aamatt blodk foundation. The addition provides bathraom
ad dorage goace ad wes condructed in 1952 whan the use of privieswes
discontinued. Located at the center of the rear (south) wall of the
ghodhouse is a ddadhed onedory, anebay privy with a wood-shinged gable

roof ad vertical board sding. privy 1s mw usd for dorage
The ghodhouse is an edrandy plain e@npe of the Grek Revival style with
minimd exterior arnamant. center entry an the threebay facade comprises

a four-pand wax door ad surround of plain boards with a wide plain frieze
ad cornice. Cang boards and rake boards finish the dapboard exterior.
Windoas contain 2/2 doublehung wamd sash ad have plain surrounds and shallow
sills that prarude only dlightly fran the wall surface. The north, east, ad
wed devations o the original sthodhouse eadh have four windons two an
each floor. The northeanmaod first floor window an the east devation hes
ben convated to afire exit scremed by andl trees (Phao #2), ad the

HjJSee continuation sheet
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sout hernnost  second floor wndow on the west el evationhas been converted to a
fire door, opening onto asnall platformwth a vood stai rway of ei ghteen
risers |eading to the ground. So onthe west elevationi s an entrance to
the 1952 addition at the southern end. The south el evationof the original
building isdevoid of wndows, but the addition has two small, rectangul ar
three-pane wndows onthe south wall and athird on the east wall.

In plan, the school house consists of one |arge rcomaon each floor wth

snal ler roons or closets inthe northern end that have been adapted to
different uses over the years. Ahallway approxinately 612 feet deep spans
the northern end of both floors. This hallway space i'sdivided intosnal
service roons inthe northwest corner of each floor and anarrwdo?-lez% stair
in the northeast corner. @ the first floor, the nain raomis nearly 26 X
28 wth aplatform6inches high axd 86 deeP ngnnl ng the southern end.
L)) centraII)( | ocated iron colunms hel p support the upper floor. Vélls are
plaster ad lathe (wallpaper at one tine) wth wainscoting onthe south wall.
Above the wainscoting i s the chalk tray ad three wde boards, nounted and
caul ked, which served as nounting for the blackboard. Suspended about one
foot fromthe ceiling above the platformare netal rods for curtains dram
wen the space was used for perfornances. The southwest corner addition
contains toilet facilities, asnall closet, ad goen storage space, adi s
accessible fromthe interior viaadoor at the south end of the west wall.

The second floor issimlarly dinensioned, ad the classroom (a library since
1912) isoutfitted wth wood shel ving for 4000 books. The platformof the
second floor classroomis five feet deep. Vélls have been refinished wth
knotty me,B)vamd ‘p_anellng. Inthe ceiling of the snall northwest corner
room(the library office/storage area) i sasnmall trap door for access to a
restricted attic space. The basenent consists of an eight-foot square pit
cellar for pluning ad another snal|l space for electrical connections.

Conti nued
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Pond Hill School is the second school building on the property, replacing a
one-story schoolhouse (construction date unknown) located about 100 yards
southeast of the present building. Of three former outbuildings on the
property, the privy near the south elevation of the schoolhouse is the only
one extant. This privy is known to have existed in the 1880s and was moved
from its original location southwest of the building (now on the location of
the addition) to its present position ca. 1952. A second privy stood
southeast of the school. These two privies served boys and girls separately.
A carriage shed was constructed west of the school building on land acquired
ca. 1891 for the purpose of hitching horses and carriages. The carriage shed
was relocated ca. 1928 to another property about one and one-half miles away
to serve as a private garage, and has since disappeared.

A strip of land along the northern boundary of the property was sacrificed to
the initial construction of Route 6 in the 1920s. Redesign and widening of
Route 6 in the mid-1950s resulted in the consolidation of two former driveways
into a single driveway from Route 6 to Pond Hill School. The only known
grading of the property since construction of the present schoolhouse in 1857
took place in conjunction with the driveway work of the 1950s.

Continued
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Archaeological Statement

At least one prehistoric site, 19-BN-409 a large multicomponent site may
overlap onto the school property. In addition, ten known prehistoric sites
have been recorded in the general area (within onemile). The physical
characteristics of the property, a hill overlooking Dummer Cove and Blackfish
Creek, both close to Wellfleet Harbor, would have made this an attractive area
for native settlement and subsistence activities. Given locational
characteristics of the property high site densities in the area and lack of
major subsurface alterations or disturbances a high potential exists that
sites are present.

There is a high potential for significant historical archaeological remains on
the property. Controlled testing andexcavation can determine the location of
outbuildings, occupational features (trash pits, privies, wells) and other
archaeological survivals no longer visible on the surface. At least one privy
and a carriage house (now moved) have been documented on the property. The
remains of a salt works may also exist on the property.
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8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

| I nationally Q statewide [XD locally
Applicable National Register Criteria ~ A HDB E C | |D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) dlIA D B CUC ~NF LG
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
EDUCATION
ARCH TECTURE 1857-1880 N/A
SO AL H STARY 1888-ca. 1930
Cultural Affiliation
N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A

RES DENTS OF SQJIH VALLFLEET

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Pond Hill School, Wellfleet, Massachusetts, is the last of twelve district
schoolhouses built in the town of Wellfleet and the earliest extant
schoolhouse that maintains its original appearance. Located in South
Wellfleet village. Pond Hill School was built by South Wellfleet residents
during the town's population boom in the mid-19th century, and served asthe
neighborhood district school for twenty-three years. Later used as the home
of a church auxiliary group, a local library, andthe South Wellfleet
Neighborhood Association, the schoolhouse has served as a focus for South
Wellfleet community identity for more than a century. A severe Greek Revival
style building, the Pond Hill School is a well-preserved example of
19th-century vernacular schoolhouse design on Out Cape Cod. Despite intense
residential development that has encroached upon the schoolhouse's originally
expansive wooded setting, the relationship between the schoolhouse and the
immediately surrounding landscape has been maintained. Retaining integrity of
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, and association, the Pond
Hill School fulfills Criteria Aand C of the National Register of Historic
Places and is important on the local level.

Residents of South Wellfleet have always considered their communHy distinct
from Wellfleet Center, the town's civic and institutional focus located on
Duck Creek to the northwest. In 1646 the bulk of the Lower Cape was known as
Nauset (later Eastham). In 1722 Wellfleet was set off as the North Precinct
of Eastham. Incorporated as a district in 1763, Wellfleet was made a town in
1775. Initially, the boundary between Wellfleet and Eastham was drawn at
Blackfish Creek, an important harbor and the center of maritime activity for
South Wellfleet. This was changed by the 1840s to a line surveyed about two™"'”
and one-quarter miles further south, at Hatches Creek. The South Wellfleet
community unofficially extends as far north as John Brown's Crossing, where
the railroad tracks crossed the County Road, just north of the present
intersection of Cove Road and Route 6.

fyj See continuation sheet
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Pn See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):
| Ipreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested State historic preservation office
| Ipreviously listed in the National Register | 1Other State agency
| Ipreviously determined eligible by the National Register | IFederal agency .
0 designated a National Historic Landmark | ILocal government
I

1 Irecorded by Historic American Buildings | University
Survey # other R
| Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property '~ Acres
UTM References
Alll9] |4]11,7]12,4,01 |4,6]4,0|8,3,0 B L _ _ J L
Zone  Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
J L DL L+ L 1 1111 \vi1L
Scale 1:25,000 | 1See continuation sheet
UBGE Quad: Wel I fleet, NMA

Verbal Boundary Description

The nominated property occupies | ot 32 onassessor's nap 202-24 for t he Town of n
Wellfleet. Seeenclosed detail of theassessor's nap. Ne)

I-tl nv-0Oii;* <r. . .
| |See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes thePond Hill School, theprivy and land historically associated
with theproperty. Awportion of theproperty's northern edge along US Route 6
was given over towi dening of thehighway i nthe 1950's.

| 1See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Kathleen A. Kelly, with KM”.ahpth Cnip, Wpliflppt® Hici- Cnm Rn”ry FT-inHhoT-g,—MHC
organization Mass. Historiral Cnmmigginn date September 1988

street & number 80 Boylston S~e telephone 617- 727—84J0

city or town Boston . state —UA, zZP code 02116
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Mritine industries, particularly fishing, were the basis for thetow's
greo[)erlt.y inthe early 19th century. Large wharves were built at Vil fleet
nter inthe 1830s. A South VéITfleet, the nackerel fishing industry &
sonetine between ca. 1826 and 1834, when Battelle and Little of Boston built a
vwharf on the south side of Blackfish Qeek. The large wharf was the | ocation
of sheds for storing enmty barrels; cargoes of fish, nackerel bait, and salt
obtained fromthe salt works along the creek and stored in bulk; an
sheds for packing the nackerel. 100 yards to the south vas the
MS outfitting store connected to the wharf by a wooden foot bridge. I n
han Y. Paine took over the wharf and Collins S (ole the store, %ng
out the Boston owners and carrying on the business in partnershipuntil 1840.
[Cole] @e salt works operation existed southwest of the school house propertK
at Fond HIl overlooking Duner Gove. Salt vas punped over the hill * throug
pipes nade of |ogs ad ponered by two wnd mlls, one |ocated near the shore
of the pond. [Col g]

A bridge constructed over Bl ackfish Geek inthe 1820s pronpted settlenent to
either side of the Gunty Roed in South Vel lfleet. Today, e 6follows the
h of the Qunty Road,” aregional hig through the outer Gype connecting
thamwth Provincetown. Early 19th-century settlenent in South Wl fl eet

was oriented along the Gunty Road and secondary arteries such as LeGunt

Hol | ow Road east of Dunner Gove and Paine Holl'ow Road to the west. These
settlenents constituted the South Wl lfleet conmunity, people united by coman
economc, religious, ad educational concerns.

South Vellfleet's grom'rngbpopul ation vas event ual I\)/ésuffici ent to sustain the

formation of the Second (ongregational Society of Veéllfleet in 1833 The

Gongregational Soci ety buryrng ground, south of Bl ackfish Geek (now the

gglyate South Wl fleet Cenetery), was used as earl)é as 1819, In 1833 the
ciety, consisting of fifty-three local residents built a neetinghouse near

the cenetery. The neetinghouse renained in use until about 1890, wen

dw ndling finances forced the Society to sell the building. In 1913 the

Conti nued
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meetinghouse was removed to Wellfleet Center. A fewyears after the move, the
meetinghouse burned and a reproduction was built which served as the Tomn Hall
until a second fire in the 1960's the present Towmn Hall at Wellfleet Center is
a reproduction of the original building. The Second Methodist Church was also
formed in South Wellfleet and a church was built few hundred yards south of

the Congregational Church in 1834. The Methodist Church building lasted only
a fewyears, and the precise location of the building's foundation is unknown.

By 1840there were twenty-one schooners landing at the Blackfish Creek Wharf,
with about two hundred men and boys employed during the mackerel season of
about four months. During the spring season South Wellfleet fishermen also
caught cod, halibut, and haddock. By 1850 a building serving as a tavern,
post office, and general store was built along the County Road near Blackfish
Creek. Although the wharf business on the creek continued to operate until at
least 1880, all of the fishing schooners had disappeared by the late 1860s.
Economic decline came slowly, attributed to technological advances in ship
building and design developed during the Civil War period and to natural
changes in harbor depth and configuration. In 1870the arrival of the Cape
Cod Railroad established South Wellfleet as a railroad station and post
hamlet. Both the railroad station and the post office were built near the
head of Blackfish Creek. From the railroad station were shipped local
oysters, clams, fish, and five-gallon demijohns of mineral water from Pilgrim
Spring located at Spring Valley (Dogtown) along the County Road, roughly
midway between Blackfish Creek and the village at Wellfleet Center.

Wellfleet's first schoolhouse was located on King's Highway—a precursor of
the County Road—in the ponds area of northern Wellfleet. Probably erected
ca. 1789, the building seated thirty-two pupils who ranged in age from ten to
twenty-one. The location of the first school in the northeast quarter of
Wellfleet reflects that area's early importance as a local population center,
extending from Wellfleet over the town line to southern Truro. In the early
decades of the 19th century of population of South Wellfleet grew to such an
extent that by ca. 1840there were four school districts in South Wellfleet
alone, each with its ownschoolhouse: District #1 at Trout Brook (Silver
Spring) south of Blackfish Creek, #2 at Monkey Neck also south of Blackfish

Continued
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Qeek, #3 at Fond Hill, and #4 at Spring Vallta/)u(D) town). Anot her

school house, built in 1844 by Joel Awood on Bound Brook Island i nnortheast
Vel lfleet, served the North or Fifth School District. Generallk/ the district
school s were taught by young vonen i nthe sumer and by nen in hewnter when
the fisher boys ages tenand up attended. The Town of Vel |fleet paid all
teachers' salaries but didnot om all school property.

In 1859 Wl |fleet had twel ve school house, the |ast of which vas Fond Hill
School, constructed in1857. Qe tothe financial burden of maintaini nﬁ a
| arge nunber of school districts, the town neeting voted i n 1865 to authorize
town purchase of all school properties for the purpose of consolidating the

di stricts. .Tne.resultln(]] new school systemconsisted of five prlrrarP/ school s
(formerly district schoo 5?1, two grammar school s, and one high school, the
first for Wellfleet. The high school building vas erected in 186 and

denol ished i nthe 1960's, it housed the granmar school on the first floor and
the high school on the top floor. Oiginally located nncway between the pond
area and el | fleet Center, the building wvas noved toW 1fleet Center in 1889.

FPond Hill Shool was built during the time of economc and popul ation .
expansion i n\Vel[fleet, particularly in South Vellfleet. school ves built
on a shares basis--initiated, supervised, and constructed by nen of the |ocal
communi ty, specifically Paine Hollow Land for the school nay have been
donated by the Lews ]‘amlyr]vm owed a |arge anount of acreage i nthe area.
The cost of constructing the school house vas $1646.87. Like nany of the
houses i n nearby Paine Fol | ow t he school house was built of tinber froma Mine
| uniber yard transported by schooner to South Vel fleet resi dent fishermen.
The Wnslow Smth House i'n Paine Hol low (ca. 1858, MC A1) ishelievedto
have been bui It fromlunber [eft over fromconstruction of the Rond Hill
School . Paine Hol | ow houses are generaII% Si npleca%ode dwel I'ings, but the
nost inpressive of the nearby houses was built ca. 1350 for Captain Nathan Y.
Pai ne, whose schooner. @l den Age, transported the Mine |unber for the

schqoi house. Captain Paine's hose (MC #S A1l) has simlar orientation and
rsrca%swl\g but is nore robust inits Geek Revival detailing than the Pond Hill

0ol .

Cont i nued
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Instruction at Fond HII School varied according to the fishi n?. season. I n
the vaemnonths, all pupils were tau?ht by one teacher inthe first floor
classroom Inthe wnter boys over the of ten wo worked wth their
fathers during the fishing season attended the school. The first floor

cl assroomwvas reserved for the prinary grades and the second floor served as
the classroom for the young fishernen. The so-called "H shernan's School
included a class in navigation, wth instruction inthe use of a sextant, the
determ{natlon of latitude and [ongitude, and the nathenatics needed for

navi gat i on.

The Tom of Veél|fleet closed the Fond HII Shool in 1880. About the sane
tine the dwndl | nﬂ congregation of the Second Qongr e%atl onal Church Soci et
found it beyond their neans to naintain their large building (which vas sold
ad later noved to Vel |fleet Center). The venan of South Vellfleet forned the
Ladies Social Lhion as an auxiliary of the Church, ad purchased the Rond HI|
Shool in 1888 for $100. The school house thereafter was kmom as the Social
Lhion Hall. In 1891 the Social Lhion acquired al ot vest of the Hil for a
space to hitch horses ad keep vehicles. Thislot is mwused for parking ad
provides a buffer fromadj acent newresidential construction.

Athough the Hll remained afocus for activities of the Second Cbrllgjregational
Church congregation, in 1912 the second floor of the Social Lhion Hll was
outfitted as alocal library, ause that continues today. Between 1901 and
1914 verk at the Mrconi Wrel ess Tel egraph Station about one mle east on the
back (Atlantlcg shore brought newpeople to South Vel fleet. joinedin
suppers and entertai nnents at Social Uhion Hall. Religious education vas

anot her conmonity need served by the Hall, and both Sunday School and sunner
Sunday worship services were held there during the 1890s and early 1900s.

Conti nued
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B/ the 1920s nentoership inthe Social Lhion vas declining while a new
organi zation vas devel oping. This vas the South Vel |fleet Nei ghborhood
Association wth 26 charter nenbers in 1937, nany dram fromthe growng

¥ of owmers of sumer hones in the coomunity. During Vdrld 1, the
Association arranged arecreation programat the Hll for servicenen stationed
at Grp \WlIfleet (located onthe old Mrconi Sation site). In 1945 the four
remai ning nenters of the Ladies Social Uhion becane honorar_Y nenters of the
South W'l fleet Nei ghborhood Association and deeded the buil di nfg tothe
Associ ation, which vas incorporatedin 1957 as the "South Vel lfleet
Nei ghborhood Association ad Social Lhion, Inc.” The Association renans the
ower of the Fond HII Shool mowknom as the South Vel lfleet Hall.

Fod HIl Shool represents aregional school house type that had devel oped by
the early 19%th century. The rrag ority of school houses were 2 1/ 2-story frane
bui | dings wth gable ends oriented tovard the street. The 2 1/2-story
structures are typically clapboarded ad devoid of decorativetreatnents and
Geek Revival or Italianate ornanent. Entry was usually in the gable end,
althou?h single and paired entry exanpl es are known. (nhe-story school houses
were al'so constructedin Vil I fleet though none survive. Rond HII School
repl aced a one-story school house that proved to be of insufficient sizefor
the growng nunbber of students inDistrict #3 by the md-1850s. The earlier
school was |ocated approxinately 100 yards southeast of the Pres_ent bui | di ng.
Another prinary school (denolished ca. 1930) at the corner of Min Sreet ax

der Qourt at” Véllfleet Genter vas very simlar to the school houses at Fod

Il insize and nassing, but incorporated brackets paired entrances axd a
sem -encl osed entr porch wth columms. Rond HIl Shool isthe [ast of the
twel ve district school houses built inVellfleet and the earliest intact
surviving school house. The renains of another school house (date unknown) have
been incorporatedinto abuilding that houses a hone repair store an
Qmmercial Street inVellfleet Center.

The Pord HIl Shool isinan excellent state of repair. Qiginal clapboards
have been retained, wth repl acenents as necessary. Roofing shingles are row
asphalt instead of wood. Basically, the stark sinplicity of the original

Conti nued
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school house remai ns. A bat hroomand a storage addition, added in 1952, are
conpatible wth theoriginal building indesign and naterials and

nodi fications toone of the origina wndows on each side el evation, in order
to neet fire code, have been sensitively executed. The addition and tvo
alterations do not adversely inpact the architectural or historical integrity
of the original school house.

The school house serves as a nei ghborhood |ibrary and a neeting hall for the
South Vel | fleet Nei ghborhood Associ ati on.



United States Department of the Interior
Nationai Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

POD H LL SCHIO
Section nunier 8 Page 7 VELLFLEET, MASS.

Wi | e nunerous prehistoricsites have been found inthe Vel | fleet area, nest
have been shel| muddens, burials or other snaller, special urposetyPe
sites. Intheevent site, 19-BN4 alarge milti .conponerFsMe, ext ends
onto the property, any surviving portions of the site would be significant.
Few | arge mul ti conponent sites have been systematically studied in the
Vel | fleet area or, for that natter the entire outer Gype. Sites such as this
wou d be inportant, by further defining therole they play in native
sett|enent/subsistence activities inthe area and their relationships to
snal | er special purpose type sites, cananinthe |ocale.

Hstoric archaeol ogi cal renai ns described above have the potential for
providing detailed information on the changing socio cultural and econonc
atterns that characterized early settlenent rnthe Vllfleet, specifically.

h \Wllfleet area. Inthe event survivalsof salt works exist on the
property, this discovery would provide an exanple of earlier land use in the
area surrounding the school. Salt works have not beep systematical l
excavated on Gpe (d.  Surviving outbuil di n%s and occupational rel at ed
features on the property have the potential for providing infornation on
students and their famlies wo used the school as well as providin
information on educational nethods and conditions of the period (i
19th-early 20th century.)
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Dear Ms. Shull:
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The Rockland Hgh School, Rockl and, M\

The Rockland Trust Conpany, Rockland, M
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S ncerel y,

Betsy Friedberg O
National Register Drector
Missachusetts H storical Conmassion
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