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1. Name of Property
historic name David S. Baker Estate

other names/site number  Cedar Spring Farm

2. Location

street & number 51 and 67 Prospect Avenue not for publication
atyatomn  North Kingstown vicinity

dae Rhodeldand ocode RI  county Washington code 009  zip code 02852

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this X nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property X meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

ional . statewide X local
ignature of certifying official Date
RI Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission
Title e’ state or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government
In my opinion, the property _X_ meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
Signature of commenting official Date

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

Natfonal Parle Service Certification
y certify that this property is: ignature of the Keeper Date of Action

entered in the National Register
see continuation sheet

determined eligible for the National Register
see continuation sheet

determined not eligible for the
National Register
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other (explain:)
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Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
Contributing Noncontributing
private X building(s) 3 0 buildings
public - local district district
public - state site site
public - federal structure 1 structure
object object
0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) listed in the National Register
N/A 0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions

(Enter categories and/or subcategories from instructions) . . . .
(Enter categories and/or subcategories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/ single dwelling DOMESTIC / single dwalling
DOMESTIC / multiple dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories and/or subcategories from instructions) (Enter categories and/or subcategories from instructions)
LATE VICTORIAN/ Itdianate foundation: STONE & BRICK

LATE VICTORIAN / Ssocond Empire wdls weatherboard

roof: ASPHALT, WOOD, SYNTHETICS
other:

Describe the current and (if known) historic physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing
resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property,
such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.

Summary Paragraph

The David S Baker Edate, Cedar Spring Farm, is located on the southern edge of the segport village of
Wickford. Sgparated from the village center by Wickford Cove, which it overlooks, the etate occupiesthe crest
of ahill inasuburban neighborhood that still displays vestiges of amorerura past. The nominated resource
conggsof apar of adjacent houssson the west Sde of Progpect Avenue: 51 Progpect, a villa with eclectic
Italianate styling, buiU in 1883; and the more daborate Sscond Empire manson a 67 Progpect, built later in the



David S. Baker Estate North Kingstown Washington County, Rhode Island
Name of Property City/Town County and State

Document page number 3

decade. Though the houses are now under sgparate ownership, their setting continues to reflect their historic
relationship. They occupy landscgped groimds planted with goedmen trees and bounded by amortared
fieldstone wall running dong Progpect Avenue, with three openingsflankedby sone piers for driveways and
one for awakway.

Inthefirst half of the twentieth century. Cedar Spring Farm included extendve fields and agricultura
outbuildings southward dong Progpect Avenue with the gardenslocated immediately south of 67 Prospect.
Theselands were subdivided and deveoped residentialy following the sdeof the edate after Mrs. Baker's
death in 1945, but some features such as gonewallsand former farm buildings are still present.

Narrative Desription
51 Progpect Avenue

Theoriginal Baker House occupies the northern half (1.37 acres) of the estatesorigina resdentid grounds. A
gravel entry drivethrough the northernmost opening in the sone frontagewall runs up to the house aoross a
doping lawn planted with various ornamentd trees and shrubs, including a Carolinasilver bell, agolden chain
tree, a Jgpanese weeping cherry tree, aweeping Jgpanese red magple tree, a Lebanon cedar tree, adawn redwood
tree, and anative horse chestnut tree. The lawn between the drive and the wall is planted with white pines ad
rhododendrons with abresk for afront walk leading up to the house The grave driverunsto themiddle
opening in the wall; a service drive leadsfrom the opening to the small bam behind the house The rest of the
grounds are primarily kept as lawn with occasond specimen trees. A grand specimen em between the two
houses was recently removed due to decay. At the property's westerly border, the former rail bed of the Newport
and Wickford Railroad (1871-1925) runs between Wickford Cove and the foot of the dope leading up to the
housa

Thefirst Baker House is aone-and-a-hdf-story dapboarded frame cottage with amansard roof and a veranda
that wrgps dmost completely around the house. A nearly square building with acenter hall plan, itisthree bays
wide with a center entrance on the front and four bays on the sde on the main floor. On the upper floor, it
featuresfive gable-roofed dormers on the front and reaer e evations and four on ether Sde. The house hesa
foundation of rubblestone below grade and red brick aoove the veranda rests on matching red brick piers. There
ae two internd brick chimneys centered on ether sde of the house. The lower dopesof the roof are covered
with painted cedar shingles, the top with built-up bituminous materid.

The house, which isan edlectic blend of the Italianate and Second Empire styles, features an ornate cornice with
panded soffits and fasciaand paired dender console brackets with pendants The veranda istrimmed with
ddlicate scrollwork brackets on chamfered posts and asmplerailing. Both the doorways and the window
surrounds are trimmed with cornice moldings and comer block medalions in the form of incised shidds The
front entry features apair of panded osk doors with large hammered glass panes topped by atransom light that
isfilled by aribbed glass pane that gopears to be alater replacement.  The windowsflankingthe front entry are
fial length and glazed with double French doors with two-pane glass transoms above. The other windows have
two-over-two double-hung sash.

Theinterior islaid out in asymmetrica four-room center-hal plan with asingle-run saircasein the hall. The
daircase hes a gout tumed walnut newe pos and handrail with tumed balusters, two paired per treed. A
wainscot of dark wood paneling under the chair rail was ingtaled in the front hall in the mid-twentieth century.
The doorways and windows throughout the house are trimmed with abroad plain beveled molding; the doors
ae panded with two long pands aovetwo short pands.
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On the north gde of the hall are front and rear parlorswith back-to-back brickfireplacessharing aninternd
chimney. Thefirepl aceshave identical mantels conssting of amolded shelf with an incised backboard and
dongated beeded consoles framing the segmentaly arched firebox. An open doorway on the north sde of the
chimney connects the front parlor to the rear, which isfiimished as alibrary with built-in bookcases

On the south sde the dining room is infront,backed by an endosaed butler's pantry with pass-through window
into the kitchen to the rear. An original double-hinged swinging door leedsinto the utilitarian kitchen, which hes
been modified dightly by the installation of modem kitchen gppliances.

At the back of the canter hall there isasmdl vedtibulethat opens onto the rear porch.

The sscond floor hes asimilar center-hdl four-room plan with small bathrooms a ether end of the center hall.
A single door provides pessege between the front and rear bedrooms on both Sdes. The bedrooms are smply
trimmed with flat beveled moldings on the doorways, the windows in the mansard roof have no casngs

The Barn isatwo-gtory,framebuilding clad with vertical board siding, about thirty feet wide and twenty feet
deep, with an asphdt-shingle gable roof with acenter crossgable. The principal entrances are located on the
eadem flank. Double-leaf board doors provide aoocess to two adjacent bays for carriages or wagons, while the
northem end of the bam contains four stdls. A board door in the center gable opens onto the hayloft. Modem
materids have replaced original bam doors. However origina two-over-two double-hung sash windows remain.

67 Progpect Avenue

The sscond Baker House occupies the southem half (1.49 acres) of the original resdentia grounds of Cedar
Spring Farm. As with the neighboring house, the grounds are kept primarily as lawn with numerous goedes of
local and imported specimen trees, including yellowwood, horse chestnut, white mulberry, westem Norway and
blue gomces, sugar maples, hawthorn, and magnolia. At the northwest comer of the houseisalargecircular
fieldstone wellhead with apair of Sone pogts supporting a crossheam.

The houseisalarge two-and-a-haf story dgpboarded frame building with complex massng, distinguished by a
three-and-a-hdf-story tower, front veranda and Second Empire styling. One of the largest housesin Wickford, it
wes referred to as the Big House by the Baker family." In its current configuration, the front (eest) elevation is
three bays wide with the tower, containing the front doorway and vestibule, in the center. The north devation is
three bays degp and the south elevation isfour bays degp. The rear wing isfour bays degp and two bays wide;, a
two-story addition on the end originally housad sun porches that have snce been enclosed.

The house achieved itsform as the result of severd building campaigns by the Bakers. The houseas originadly
congmcted sometime between 1885 and 1888 condsted of the two-and-a-haf-story mansard-roofed section
with anintema chimney, the three-and-a-haf-story tower & one front comer and afront veranda By 1895, the
house had acquired the two-story wing with shdlow hip roof and an intema chimney on the southflank.The
veranda was continued across the widened eedt faBade, terminating in apolygonal projection on its south end.
Thetwo-gtory hip-roofed wing with an extema chimney had aso been added & the rear. A smdl two-story,
flat-roofed addition with a Colonial Reviva portico and an end chimney was subsequently added on the west
end of the south wing in the early twenfieth century. Following the end of the Baker tenancy in 1945, the house
was divided into gpartments. Some rooms were subdivided, the front veranda was encdlosed and an addition

" Anita W. Hinckley, Wickford Memories(Boston: Brandon Press, 1972).
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mede to the second story of the tower ™. In 2008-09, the house underwent arehabilitation in which the veranda
was reopened and the interior goaces were restored”® The second-gory addition to the tower was retained.

The house, tower and veranda are uniformly trimmed with degp bracketed comices, and bracketed lintels cgp
the windows, which have two-over-two double-hung wooden sash. While the original veranda roof and cornice
have survived, the original postswere removed in the 1940s They have been replaced by square podts, with two
s of paired posts used under the projecting tower room. Aswith the neighboring Baker House, the front entry
hes apair of panded oek doors with glass panes, topped by atransom light. The formerfiall-heightwindow
openings that flank the front entry have been recongtituted in conformance with the dterations medein the eest
devation in the 1940s The southem window opening now contains a single-leaf door leading into the south
parlor; the northem opening contains French doors to the northeest parlor and feetures anew decoréaive pand
above.

The north eevation hes arectangular bay projecting from the north parlor; aove it isanother double window.
The south evation features atiny projecting porch with two extraordinarily dongated Tuscan columns
supporting an open-railed bacony aove. The first-floor entrance has awide srgp-hinged Dutch doorflankedby
eght-over-eight double-hung sash windows. The bacony's double door isa new replacement, with fiall-length
dlass panesin eech led™.

The mansard roof hes awood-shingled lower dope with asingle dormer on the et and three dormers on the
west; they all feature abracketed gable roof and two-over-two double-hung wood saeh. The tower roof hes an
identical dormer on each of its four lower dopes. At the trangition from the lower to the upper roof dope, there
isaprojecting bracketed comice that breeksto follow the pegks of the dormers beow it.

There is abasament under the main block of the house, but not the rear wing, with an extemd entry in the west
devation. The foundationsconss of rubblestone walls below grade caoped by brick walls aoove.

The interior of the housefeatures a center-hal plan, and much daborate trim in the Quean Aime mode. A sngle
oversgzed door with a glass pane opens onto the widemain hall from the front vestibule. There is a handsome
four-mn ok garcase a the far end of the hall with beeded bdugters, amolded handrall and panded newd
posts. In the center of the hall's south wall, afireplaceand abench built into the staircasgs lower landing form
an inglenook. Thisfireplacehaes awooden mantd with dlasscad columns, an ova cartouche that projects from
the center and terracotta lion heedsin the comers of the brick surround.

Wide doorways trimmed in ogk lead off the hall to the south and northwest parlors. They are hung with panded
ok double doors™ A smilar doorway into the northeest parlor was removed. The front (northeest) parlor is now
entered from the back (northwest) parlor. The windows and doorways in the first-floor parlors arefini shedwith
molded trim with bull's-eye comer blocks. These front and back parlors sharean interior chimney for their
back-to-back fireplaces. Thefireplacein the front parlor is faced with cream colored tile with beige acoats in
two pattems. projecting rectangles with circlesin the center, and acanthus leaf borders. The painted wood
mantel hes ddicate dasscd styling, with tgpered fluted baugters trested as columns. This room d<o features a
large rectangular bay window trimmed with daborate seven-ridge moldings.

A The original windows in the tower's second story were reused in the addition.
' Therecent regtoration included the replacement of original lath and plaster. The previous owner had removed the plagter throughout
the housewhile preserving the trim, wallsand partitions.

The ba cony doors replace the origina doors which had been previoudy removed. Similarly, the porchrailing isalater replacement
for the missng original.
" A surviving labd on one of the pieces of doorway trim identifiesit as the product of aChattanooga, Tennessee firm.
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The back parlor is dightly degper than the front one and it hes arear doorway topped by a ganed-glass transom
with adaffodil desgn. Itsfireplacehas apoplar mantel with fluted pilasters supporting curved brackets with
incised sunflowers, afrieze with one centered sunflower relief, and abrown tile surround. A built-in china
dosat dongade the chinmey indicates itshistoric use as adining room.

On the south Sde of the hall isavery large room, nineteen feet by twenty-eight feet, with its ceiling sugpended
from the roof framing by iron rods. Afireplacein the center of the northwall hes an aborately carved Quean
Anne mante piece and a glazed red tile surround and hearth. Thetile surround hes larger comer tileswith relief
profilesof awoman a one comer and aman a the other.

A pair of panded pocket doors sgparatesthe south parlor from the thirteen-foot byfifteen-footkitchen which is
within the early twentieth century west addition. Severd features givethisroomaColonia Reviva character. A
very wide Dutch door gpens onto the Sde porch; itstop half is glazed with twenty smdl panes and its hardware
includes three-foot-long iron strgp hinges and an antique iron door latch. The windows have Sxtean-pane sngle
seehes that dide up into wall pockets. A large, exposed brick chimney breest with amantd shelf formed by
svad corbded courses occupies much of the west wall.

A dngle doorway a the west end of the main hall leadsinto the rear wing. Thiswing houses an endosed back
darway, abahroom and former kitchen goece on the first floor and other service rooms above. It was
extensvely dtered when the house was adgpted for gpartments, with little of the original fabricremaining on
ather floor except for someof the plainly molded door and window trim.

The sscond floor islaid out with two bedrooms on each Sde of the centrd hall and the tower rooms a the eet
end. Each bedroom contains afireplacewith a Queen Anne mantd, all without the daborate tile and wooden
ornamentation of the first floor mantels. The two southem bedrooms have comerfireplacessa back-to-back.
The southeasten room has recently been remodded for use as a bathroom. The westemmaost room on the south
dde isreeched through the southwest bedroom, for which it served as a dressng room, and now as aden. Its
fireplace mantd hes a Colonia Revival character, with exfremely attenuated fluted lonic columns,

At the eet end of the hall, awide doorway with transom window above and replacement French doors opens
into the tower. A curved darcase leeds to the third floor. 1t hes a mahogany railing with aheavy tumed newd
post and tapering tumed spindles, two per gep. The room now extends beyond the stairway as aresult of the
190s remodeing; this additiona areacontains two small rooms lit on three Sdes by the original, rd ocated
windows.

Thetower gair provides access to the third floor which contains a centrd corridor with two rooms on either
dde, lit by dormer windows. A gable-roofed passageway a the west end of the corridor leeds to the back
darway. Asin the rear wing, the plagter in these rooms hes not been restored yet, though their trim and
partitions remain intact. One of the dormers on the south Sde has been remodded with aflat roof and new sash.

A winding gair leedsfrom the third floor to the top roomin the tower, which features exposad framing and four
amdl two-over-two double-hung windows that provide viewsinall four directions.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "X" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions)
for National Register listing) Architecture
O Property is associated with events that have Community Plarming & Devedopment
y made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.
° Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.
O ! Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or ) o
represents the work of a master, or possesses Period of Significance
high artistic values, or represents a significant 1881-1945
and distinguishable entity whose components
lack individual distinction.
° Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, Significant Dates
information important in prehistory or history. 1883 - Bakers acquire first house and property
1891 - Bakers sscond house completed
Criteria Considerations :
(Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply) 1906 - Deeth of David S Baker J.
Property is: 1945 - D&th Of Al‘llta Ca]dla Bd(g

A Owned by a religious institution or used for

religious purposes. Significant Person

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above)

B removed from its original location.

C abirthplace or grave. Cultural Affiliation
D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

Architect/Builder
F acommemorative property.

less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.
Period of Significance (justification)

The period of significanceis defined by the Baker family'sinitial establishment of their Progpect Avenue edate
in 1883 through the dose of their tenure and acfive management, 1945.

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary) N/A
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Significance Summary Paragraph (provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and applicable
criteria)

The David Sheman Baker Edtate, Cedar Spring Farm, is a significant representative of the architecture that
characterized the North Kingstown village of Wickford's growth as a suburb and Narragansett Bay resort in the
late nineteenth century following the establishment of the Newport and Wickford Railroad. Built for a
prominent lawyer and political figure, the estatestwo houses provide important loca examples of typica
suburban resdentid forms, executed in eclectic versons of the Itdianate and Sscond Empiresyles The etae
iseligible for listing in the Nationa Regider of Historic Facesa the local level under Criterion A in the areaof
Community Planning and Deveopment and under Criterion C in the areaof Architecture.

Narrative Statement of Significance (provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance)

The establishment of Cedar Spring Farm was amanifestation of alate nineteenth-century period of transition
and growth in Wickford and itsenvirons. This coagtd village had itsorigins in the early eighteenth century,
when itwes laid out and platted by the Updike family for development as the principa port serving the
Narragansstt country of southem Rhode Idand. Though it had only limited growth a first, itsfl eetexpanded in
the post-Revolutionary revival of maritime trade, bringing aperiod of progperity and expanson. Between 1780
and 1830, the village experienced its mod rapid growth, reaching apopulation of 650, adding more than fifty
buildings and supporting many busnesses and ingtitutions, including two banks, three churches, an acadamy
and the North Kingstown Town House.

This growth dowed dramaticaly in the period after 1830 as trade diminished and the port was bypassed by the
new forms of transportation, the Seamboat and the railroad. A smal number of industries bolstered the sagging
local economy to adegree and the village remained an important socia, commercid and political center for the
region. Apart from limited development infilling goaces within the existing village, Wickford was essentidly
datic through the middle decedes of the nineteenth century.

Thefortunes of Wickford took adramafic tumin 1871, when the Newport and Wickford Railroad ad
Seamship Company dramatically modified travel between New Y ork and the burgeoning summer resort of
Newport. The company built a gour from the Providence and Stonington Railroad (the main "shoreline" route
connecting New Y ork, Providence and Boston) to anew steamboat landing a Wickford, where the company’s
vess provided passage to Newport. The convenience of this new route for travelers medeit asucoess At the
same time, Wickford gained new vitality as these connections strengthened its commerce and industry and mede
it newly attractive as both atourist destination and as aresidentia suburb. Because the existing village was 0
compactly built up, interested developers looked to its periphery for the Stesto establish summer hotels,
boarding houses and other amenities to meet this new demand.

Thefarm of the late John R. Sherman, which lay just south of the new Wickford train station, was a prime
location for development. 1n 1871, this moderatdy szed farm on the south Sde of Wickford Cove wes platted
with more than 200 house lots averaging 5,000 square feet inSze, aranged in arectilinear grid of new dreets
Theprincipa dreet was Progpect Avenue, which ran dong the property's high ground and formed the principa
north-south thoroughfare. The new subdivision experienced little development a first, with only afew houses
built in the northeest comer neer the train gation. The remainder of the plat was still open landin 1883, when
the recently married David S Baker, . and Anita Candler Baker bought three lots on the west Sde of Progpect
Avenue and Anita's aunt, Susen W. Candler, bought the four adjoining lots as well. These two purchesss
marked the begiiming of the Bakers sxty-year resdency on Progpect Avenue.
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David Shaman Baker, J. (1852-1906) was aWickford native, the son of David and Mary (Waite) Baker.
David Sheman Baker, S. achieved prominence in the mid-nineteenth century as the captain of a packet boat
srvice on Narragansatt Bay, ferrying passengers goods and mail between Wickford and Newport. Although
David J. worked for his father on the packet boatsin hisyouth, he did not settle on anautical career. After
completing the course of dudy a the Eagt Greenwich Academy, he went on to Brown University, graduating in
1870

After graduation he studied law in the office of Providence atomey Samud Curry, (where many leading Rhode
Idand lawyerstrained) and he was admitted to the Rhode Idand Bar in 1877. Hewent into private law practice,
and dso asaumed the position of superintendent of North Kingstown public schools. In 1882, Beker married
Anita Candler, the daughter of John Candler of Brookline, Massachusetts, a successful merchant who wasthen
sarving as arepresentative in the United States Congress He ended his association with the North Kingstown
schools in 1883, and devoted himself to law (he was admitted to practice in the U.S. Circuit and Supreme
Courts) and hispolitical career.

Baker achieved aprominent position in the state's Democratic Party, though a the timethe Republican Party
controlled gate politics. He sarved in the Rhode Idand House of Representatives from 1878 to 1830, and then in
the Senatefrom 1882 to 1885. He was gppointed the U.S. District Attomey for Rhode Idand by Presdent
Grover Clevdand in hisfirst administration (1885-1889). Following histenure of federa service, he formed a
law partnership with hisyounger brother, William C. Baker, in Providence. After this partnership ended in 1895
with William's election as mayor of Providence, David confinued i n associafion with Thomas McDonnell and
Lewis Waterman.

In 1893 David Baker received the Democratic nomination for governor of Rhode Idand. Hewon a dight
plurality of the popular vote in the generd eection, but fell short of the majority then nesded under Rhode
Idand law to win the election. State law specified that such eections be decided by avote of the Generd
Assembly convened in grand committee. However, the legidature was highly polarized, and the Republican-
controlled Senaterefrised to meat with the Democratic House. In an adroit political maneuver. Baker's
opponent, D. RusHl Brown, exercised hisright as the incumbent to retain the govemor's segt until the next
dection. Baker won the Democratic nomination the following year as well, but lost decisively in the generd
dection. With this, his caresr in dective politics came to an end, though he later held appointive postions on
the date Board of Education, the commission for revising the State Congtitution and the commisson for
building the new Siate House™

The Bakers devdopment of their Prospect Avenue property began shortly after their purchase Thetown tax
book indicates that the Bakers completed the constmction of the house a 51 Progoect Avenuein 1883, Susen
Candler trandferred her four lotsto the Bakers in 1885, but no significant development took place on this
adjoining property for saverd years With hislegd carear requiring him to be in Providence much of the time.
Baker kept ahousein Providence, and the Wickford property ssams to have sarved as a summer resdence. The
first evidence of changes to the latter isprovided by abird's-eye view of Wickford published in 1888, which
showed ahousewith mansard roof and comer tower dongdde the Bakers first house on Prospect Avenue.
However, the town tax books show no significant rise in the vaue of the Bakers holdingsunfil 1890 when their

* Thisand the following biographica information on Baker istaken from his obituary in the Proceedings of the Rhode 1sland
Historical Sodety, 1906-1907 (Providence: Rhode Idand Historical Society, 1909), pp. 49-50.

" Se Edward Field, State of Rhode | sland and Providence Plantations at the End of the Century: A History (Boston & Syracuse
Mason Publishing Co., 1902) Val. 1, p. 387.
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$4,000 assessment roseto $6,000. The vaue increased to $8,000 in 1891 and subsequently stayed there,
indicating that their sscond housea 67 Prospect Avenue was essentidly complete.

There isno dear indication why the Bakers choseto build the "Big House," as they cdledit. It may have been
to accommodate their growing family, which included three daughters and a son. With its goadious reception
aress, it may dso have been intended to provide a suitable setting for private and public socid events, including
those occagoned by Baker's political carear. A surviving program describes such an event, the Fete Champetre,
held to benefit alocal orphanagein 18957

The houses dhare some smilarities of style and form, including their mansard roof's, front verandas and
dapboarded frame congmction. They dso exhibit in their architectura characters an eclectic trestment of
prevdent styles. At 51 Progpect Avenue the mansard roof introduced with the Sscond Empire style is matched
with acomice featuring brackets and panded fasciaand soffits that more ressamble Itdianate modds. At

67 Progpect Avenue, the Second Empireis countered by the south porch addition with its Colonia Reviva
character. In addition to their smilarities, the housesaso show contrasts, most notably in 9ze and massng.
The later house, with its grester mess and its dominating tower, presents avery different character from its
neighbor, which isdistinguished by its smple geometry and its more underdated omamentation. The interiors
of thetwo houses differ aswell. The earlier houseis marked by the restraint of itsfinish with itsflat architrave
trim, narrow center hall and badic four-room plan. In contragt, the sscond house features abroad centrd hall
with awelcoming inglenook, alarge reception room and awedlth of rich Queen Annejoinery. The two houses
built for the same clientsin reatively quick successon, provide an interesting pergpective onthe maimer in
which the architecture of the day was usad to produce two different types of suburban house the first a modest,
cozy "dater" home, and the second a showplace for a successful lawyer with an ascendant political career.

The Bakers continued to expand their holdingsin the Shaman Farm Plat as they acquired lotsto the north and
south, including an old farm house and bam owned by the Allen family. The land to the south they put back into
agricultura use, giving their larger property the name of Cedar Spring Farm.

David Baker died after abrief illnessin 1906. Anita Baker then sold the housein Providence and moved her
family to Cadar Spring Farm. She assumed oversight of the farm, which was maneged by atenant farmer,
establishing orchards and aherd of Holstein-Friesian cattle and making it amaingay of thefamily's finances.

In 1931 Anita Baker sold of f 51 Progpect Avenue, which was maintained as a single-family house on its present
lot by asucoesson of ownersup to the Suvari family, its present resdents. Anita Baker continued to live a the
Big House on Cedar Spring Farm until her death in 1945. The property was then sold, with 67 Progoect Avenue
st off on its sgparatelot as it istoday. Unlike the smdler house, the Big House was divided into gpartments. In
2009 it wes acquired by Dr. Theodore Walls and his late wife. Dr. Maria Babyonyshev, who undertook its
regoration. The farmland to the south was subsequently subdivided and built up with single-family suburban
houses completing the process of development that was begun with Sherman Farm Flat of 1871.

' North Kinggown Tax Books (Wickford, R.I: Coggeshdl, Gardiner & Co.), 1888, 1889, 1890, 1891, 1902.
' G. Timathy Crandon, "Bake Edate wis the place to befor summe parties™ North Eagt Indgpendent, Odiaber 29, 2009, p. A3.
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recorded by Historic American Engineering Record
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Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned):
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 325 aores

(Do notinclude previously listed resource acreage)

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

| 19 296550 4604400
Zone Eadting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Eadting Northing Zone Eading Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property)

The boundaries of the Cedar Spring Farm Historic District are coterminouswith the bounds of Lots 198 and 204
in the North Kingstown Tax Assessor's Plat 92.
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Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)

These boundaries enclosethe resdentia properties of the David S Baker Eqtate, utilizing the boundsof the
higtoric lot divisons, while excluding noncontributing features that aout the property.

11. Form Prepared By
namefile Richard E. Greenwood
oganization R.L Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission date April 10, 2011

dregt & numba 150 Benefit Street tdlephone
aty or tomn  Providence dae Rl zZpoode (02003
e-mail

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

» Maps: AUSGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

» Asketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Key all photographs to this map.

» Continuation Sheets (if necessary)

e Additional items: (check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Photographs:
Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch)
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: David S Baker Edate

City or Town: North Kingstown

County: Washington State: Rhode Idand

Photographer:  Richard Greenwood, except as noted bel ow.

Dae Photogrgphed:  Sgptember 15, 2010, exoept as noted below

Description of Photographs and number:

1 of 16. View south dong the entrance drive to 51 Progpect Avenue, 67 Progpect Avenue in the far background
2 of 16. View northerly of 51 Progpect Avenue from Progpect Avenue, bam in background

3of 16. View northerly of 51 Pragpect Avenue, showing front elevation.

4 of 16. April 6, 2010. View northerly, detail of veranda and comice trim, 51 Progpect Avenue.
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50f 16. April 6,2010. View southerly of bam, 51 Progpect Avenue.

6 of 16. Interior view of front hall showing front entrance and daircase, 51 Progpect Avenue.
7 of 16. Interior view of the dining room with front hall beyond, 51 Progpect Avenue.

8of 16. Interior view,fireplaceand mantle, front (northeast) parlor, 51 Progpect Avenue.

9 of 16. Virginia Hes= April 6, 2011. View southerly of 67 Progpect Avenue.

10 of 16. VirginiaHesse April 6,2011. View northerly of 67 Progpect Avenue.

11 of 16. Interior view of front hall, showing inglenook and stairway, 67 Progoect Avenue.
12 of 16. Interior view,fireplaceand mantle, front (northeast) parlor, 67 Progoect Avenue.
13 of 16. Interior view,fireplaceand mantle, south parlor, 67 Progpect Avenue.

14 of 16. Interior view, dde entrance andfirepl ace,southwest room, 67 Progpect Avenue.

15 of 16. Interior view of sscond floor hall and entrance to tower room, 67 Pragpect Avenue.

16 of 16. Interior view of tower staircase, sscond floor, 67 Progpect Avenue.

Property Owner (complete this item at the request ofthe SHPO or FPO)

name
street & number telephone
city or town state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of
Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing
listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act,
as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response
including time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct
comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance
Management. U.S. Dept. ofthe Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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HISTORICAL PRESERVATION & HERITAGE COMMISSION
Old SateHouse » 150 Benefit Street » Providence, R.I. 0290; 120gRECEIVED 2280

TEL (401) 222-2678 FAX (401) 222-2968
TTY (401)222-3700 Webdgte www.preservation.ri.gov JN 24 A1

NARECSTER O HSTORC RACES
NAICNAL PR SBACE

June 15,2011
Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief
Nationa Park Service 2280, 8¢ FHoor
National Regiger of Historic Places
1201 1 (Eye) Stret, NW
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:

Endosed isthe completed National Regigter of Historic Places nomination for the
David S Baker Edate a 51 & 67 Progpect Ave in North Kingstown, Rhode Idand.

Notification procedures required by law have been followed. The nomination hes
been reviewed by the Rhode Idand Review Board and approved.

Pursuant to the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended in 1980, as
SaeHistoric Preservation Officer for Rhode Idand, | hereby nominate this property to the
National Regiger of Historic Places.

Sincerdy,

idward F. Sanderson
Sae Historic Presarvation Officer

/mam
endosure



