APK | O
FORVI3 - BU LO NG Area Form no.

S SB\GUIETSHSTARCAL AWM SIS ON
80 boylston Street, Boston, VA 02116

Town Arlington. M\
.Address  202- 208 Massachusetts; Avem P
Historic Nane Caoitol Theater RiilHnr|

AHOO (3x3" or 3x5", black Swhite) We:  Original novi e theater with conmprn' ;"
Staple toleft side of form and residential adjunct.
Phot o nunber Present sane usage

Ownershi p: El Private individual
Private organization

Public

Original owner  Albert J. Locatelli

KETH MP
Draw nap showi ng property's DESCRIPTION:
location inrelationtonearest
cross streets andother buildings Date 1925
or geographical feattires.
I ndicate north. Sour ce Arlington Advocate
Style Classical Revival
Architect Wlliam J. Drunmey
Exterior wall fabric brick & conposition
- stone
Qut bui | dings Mp
Major alterations (with dates) MNone
Mved  jip, Date NA
Approx. acreage Less than one acre
Recorded by My Friedberg Setting This building anchors the north-

Organi zation Mass. Historical Conm ssion west corner of Lhe interseclLion of

Dat e 12/ 84 Massachusetts Avenue andLake Street
LATM” n j 313 (Z(®] 'zGrC'&ZM

(Staple additional sheets here)



ARCH TECTURAL S GNH CANCE  (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terns of other buildings within comunity)

The Capitol Theater Building houses one of the bhest-preserved early 20th century noving
picture theaters in the Boston area. Vaguely Baroque, with a |iberal dose of |ater
stylistic touches includingearly Art Deco, the theater is the nost inportant part of

the building. The buildingalso includes office and comercial space, as well as apart-
ments. The exterior is also well preserved. The strefronts retain nuch of their original
O assical Revival detailinP, while the upper floors are enlivened by an inpressive center
bay of recessed coupl ed col umms, broken pedinments, quoins, cartouches, and nunerous

other classical elenents. :

HSTCR CAL SSGNFICANCE Cexplain the role owers played in |ocal or state history
and how the building relates to the devel opnent of the community)

Built in 1925, the Capitol Theater Building was designed by architect WlliamJ. Drunmey.
It was originally part of the Albert Locatelli theater chal n®which included the Ball
Square and Central Sguare Theaters in Somerville. Costing $500,000,the building contained
11 stores, 12 offices, a theater with a seating capacity of 1,700, and 15 apartnents

on the third floor. PublicitY releases |isted anong the notable features the theater's
organ, which the nanagenent clained wes. "the lagest of itskind in Nw England' (nade

by Robert Mrton @. and capable of producing 150 "effects"?. Initsearly years, it

ves also said to have "the largest electric sign in Nw England" and "a stage equi pped

to turn to vaudeville." v

Vien the theater opened to the public in 1925, itsinteriors were nuch oraised by the
ress. |tws noted that "above the organ chanbers were two frescos, copied from postcards
rought by M. Locatelli from Italy. Qe depicted Lake Magiori, and the other the Fort

of St. Gotard inthe Italian A ps.

The Capitol Theater synbolized East Arlington's 1920s transition from a narket gardening
center to a densely popul ated suburban nei ghborhood, an area noted at the time as "the
nost rapidly grow ng section of Arlington.” .. : L .

AR TEA R BAATON L L

The Capitol Theater Building possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
wor kmanshi p, feeling, and association. |t neets Criteria A and C of the National Register
of Historic Pl aces.

B BLI G3APHY and/ or REFERENCES
Arlington Advocate, Novenber 27, 1925 p.l; August 28, 1925, p.7,

20M 2/ 80
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Capitol Theater Building (Arlington MRA)
Middlesex County
MASSACHUSETTS

o 3at«r»4 la
*  resubmission

e nomination by person or local government
CU owner objection
e appeal

Substantive Review: CU sample request * appeal

Reviewer's comments:

.technical corrections cited below
.Ssubstantive reasons discussed below

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Chadk one
excellent | | deteriorated unaltered

CD good CD ruins altered

CD fair CD unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph

CD completeness

CD clarity "

CD alterations/integrity o - =
e dates o'

| Iboundary selection
tts -

Working No.

Fed. Reg. Date?

Date Due:.

Action: ACCEPT
RETURN.
REJECT.

Federal Agency:

n NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
e original site
moved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph)

CD summary paragraph

CD completeness

CD clarity

CD applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

CU relating significance to the resource
CU context

CD relationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception

CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verlial boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national ststs local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
CD Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone.:.

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet









202- 218 Massachusetts Avenue
Capitol Theater Building



