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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

As originally built, the S dney Sevens Housewas a 2-1/2 story fired brick
residence with a T-shaped plan. The House had a steeply ?i tched gabled roof with
corbel ed brick chi meys risi gr?] fromeach of the three gabled walls, w ndowand door
bays had segnented arches. e com ce was boxed, noul ded, bracketed and had a
frieze. The front facade was symetrical and was five bays wide andfeatured central
doors onboth floors, flanked by slanted bay w ndows onthe first floor andsix over
six doubl e sash w ndows on the second floor. Originally three small bal conies were
situated along the front facade. Shortly after construction, however, the bal conies
wer e connect ed and roof ed, ﬂi ving the house it s present appearance of having a
full-length, two-story porch across the entire front facade.

G her modifications of the original appearance include the addition of two, one-
story roons, onewith ahip roof andonewth a shed roof, along the "trunk" of the
T, filling i tinto forma square plan on the ground floor. These early expansi ons
utilized the sane sal non-colored brick and foundation stone details as used in the
original structure. Two small frame porches were added nuch | ater and do not conform
with the original design. Aside fromthese changes, the house retains the essential
gualmes of itshistorical character. Original cabi neer, interior trim including

oors andstair railingsandnewel posts, andthe unfinished attic roons are still
intact. The stateliness andsimplicityof the pioneer design i s enhanced by

or|?| nal |andscape el ements including four large pine trees viiich growinmediately
in front of the building.

TR Original 221/2 story T-plan
Renodel ed por ch
1 story hi-roof brick addition
1 story shed-roof frane addition
1 story salthox brick addition
1 story shed roof frane addition
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Sidney Stevens Hbuse i s the only house i n North Qyden still remaining as a
renenbrance of S dney Stevens. The house i s al so one of the nost inportant
architectural hones | nthe conmunity.

H STARY

S dney Stevens of Nunney, Sonerset, England, and his bride, Mry Jane Thick of
Stourton Coundl e, Dorsetshire, England, were married My 22, 1863, by Apostie
George Q Gannon i n Liverpool, England. They boarded the sailing ship "Antartic" the
follow ng day on their honeynoontrip bound tor Arerica, arriving at New York the
10th of July, 1863.

Uoon arriving i n Nebraska, M. Stevens purchased tw wagons, four head of oxen,
two cows, and sugar and other food itens to give hi mastart inbusiness when they
arrived i nWah. |n Owahathey joined a conpany of church emgrants to nake the trip
to Wah, arriving i nSalt Lake City, Qctober 8, 1863.

After selling the sugar and other products they went north to Kaysville where they
planted ground and farmed one season. | n March 1865 they purchased | and i n North
(yden, built aloghouse tolive inand|ocated there. As he had |earned the | eather
trade working i nhis father'sbusiness, healsobuilt asmll [oghbuilding in\>4ich
he conducted a | eather business, tanning | eather and maki ng shoes, boots, and harness
for which he found ready sale. This continued for seven years at which tine the
railroad brought shoes and boots nade i nthe East and sol d cheaper than he could
nake by hand.

“He then built a two-story burnt brick building saidtobethe first burnt brick
building i nWah. Here he conducted a general retail storewhere food, clothing,
notions and smal| farminplenents were sold. Inafire onJul K 4, 1885, the building
and contents were destroyed. The building was rebuilt andathird story added which
was a dance hall vhiere nany social functionswere held over the comng years.

In 1874, the Stevens built the newthree-story burnt brick hone. |t contained
14 roons andwas a very fine attractive hone. Inthis hone five children were bom
giving thema famly of sixboys andsix girls.

In 1874, M. Sevens noAed his inclement business to Qyden to be nearer to the
railroad andto be nore centrally located. By this tine this inplenment business had
grown to be substantial, servingall of VWber County. He eventually|ocatedhis
busi ness on the east side of Vshi ngton Avenue between 25th and 26th Streets. The
Sidney Stevens lirplenment Gonpany renained at this location i nactive business for
91 years. InanEastem Inplenent Magazine, it was said that this conpany was the
ol dest inclenment business west of the Mssissippi River. The deed for the above
nent i pnedmﬂroperty was put inthe comerstone of the present Qyden G ty-County
Bui I ding when it was being built.
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The retail store inNorth ydenwas still maintained for several years after

the nove t o Qyden of theinplenent business. I nthis North (yden store am|linery

depart nent was established and operated by Ms. Stevens.

They lived i nthe hone i nNorth ydenuntil 1890. Their daughter, Bessie, and
husband, G deon T. Alvord, lived there until Qarence and Myrtle Barker bought the
hone, and Barker fam |y neniers or renters have |ived there ever since.

S dney Stevens died My 21, 1910, and his wife died Cctober 18, 1918.

I'n June of 1954, while preparing the hone at 2593 North 400 East i n North (ydenf or
the installation of natural gas, aletter was found witten toEngland, but for sone
reason was never nailed. Excerpts fromthis letter areas follows:

"W have a good hone here--about twenty acres of land. Two acres of
orchard--apples, pears, peaches, apricots, pluns of various kinds, grapes,

nul berries, gooseberries, currants, rhubarb, raspberries, strawoerries,

tomat oes, cherries, andvarious other kinds. W& have built a large brick

bam and stabl e and another very large brick building. W& keep a shop i n

the front--sell all kinds of groceries, draperies and boots and al most

everything. W have a tannery and shoe-nakers as well. W& have not a

very good house tolive i nbut we have all thebrick onhand tobuild a

good hone whi ch | expect we shall do next sunmer."
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