
F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")  
Staple to left side of form  
Photo number | 0 5 - 3^7 

(over) 

In Area no. Form no. 

MID CAMB. I I B 5 

1 

1. Town Cambridge 

Address 3 8 K i r k l a n d S t r e e t 

Name L o v e r i n g House 

Present use o f f i c e s 

Present ownerHarvard U n i v e r s i t y 

3. Description: 

Date 183 8 

Source deed r e c o r d s 

Style Greek R e v i v a l 

Architect O l i v e r H a s t i n g s 

Exterior wall fabric c l a p b o a r d 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features h i g h - s t y l e " G r e c i a n t emple ' 

w i t h r e l a t i v e l y s l e n d e r co lumns , 

(L i r o n w o r k , s i m p l i c i t y and 
" g o o d p r o p o r t i o n s . 
Altered No Date 

Moved No Date 

5. Lot size: 

One acre or less XX Over one acre_ 

Approximate frontage | / 0 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

ksL 
6. Recorded by Robe r t R e t t i g 

Organization Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm, 

Date 19 6 8 

Of/; 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known)mivp,r H a s t i n g s 

Original use r e . R i d e n t i a ] 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates r e s i d e n t i a l , and o f f i c e s f o r H a r v a r d U n i v e r s i t y 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation . 
Agricultural Education XX Religion 
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/ 

settlement invention 
Industry Social/ 

Communication Mil i tary humanitarian 
Community development Political Transportation 

The Arts 
Commerce 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The L o v e r i n g House i s t h e jnos t i m p o r t a n t s u r v i v i n g 
example o f a h i g h s t y l e " G r e c i a n rejupxe" i n c a m b r i a g e . 
I t i s one o f t he v e r y f e w e-xamoles o f f u l l - p o r t i c o e d , 
t e m p l e - f r o n t houses e v e r b u i l t i n t n e c i t y , and one o f 
o n l y two r e m a i n i n g . The house was d e s i g n e d by O l i v e r _ 
H a s t i n g s , a p r o m i n e n t a r c h i t e c t - b u i l d e r , whose o t h e r manor 
work i n Cambridge i s -:he Regency/Mansion he b u i l t f o r 
h i m s e l f a t 101 B r a t t l e S t r e e t . . 

The L o v e r i n g House i s s i t e d on a t e r r a c e o v e r l o o k i n g 
t h e s t r e e t . I t was p a r t o f " P r o f e s s o r s ' Row" and was 
o c c u p i e d by d i s t i n g u i s h e d s c h o l a r s f o r f i f t y y e a r s . 
Joseph L o v e r i n g , who owned t h e house a f t e r 184 3, was a 
n o t e d H a r v a r d p h i l o s o p h e r and m a t h e m a t i c i a n . The house 
rema ined i n h i s f a m i l y f o r n e a r l y a c e n t u r y . L o v e r i n g s 
academic d i s t i n c t i o n s were numerous and i m p r e s s i v e . He 
was a T r u s t e e o f t h e Peabody Museum, an a s s o c i a t e o f one 
o f t h e c o u n t r y ' s f i r s t a s t r o n o m i c a l o b s e r v a t o r i e s , 
P r e s i d e n t o f t he Amer i can A s s o c i a t i o n f o r t h e Advancement 
o f S c i e n c e , P r e s i d e n t o f t h e Amer ican Academy o f A r t s and 
S c i e n c e s , and a Regent o f H a r v a r d C o l l e g e . 

The Lovering House enbodies tlie d i s t i n c t i v e character is t ics o f 
high s ty l e Greek Revival design as ennumerated above and so meets 
c r i t e r i o n C. I t also neets c r i t e r i o n B f o r i t s associations w i t h 
Joseph Lovering. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
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•Nomination raturnad for: tachnicai corrections cited below 
. „ aubatantiva raaaons discussed baiow 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

7. Description 

summary paragrapti 
compiatanaaa 
clarity 
altarationa/integrity 
dates 
boundary aalection 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

aummary paragraph 
completeness 
clar i ty 
applicable cr i ter ia 
Justi f icat ion of areas 

checlced 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integr i ty 

to significance 
Justi f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major Bib l iographica l R e f e r e n c e s 

10 . O e o g r a p h i c a l Data 
tmmm •« mmtmm» muttf 

11 . F o r m P r e p a r e d By 

12 . S t a t e H is tor ic Preserva t ion Off icer Cert i f icat ion 
t flf Mia pwparty SMMPI Mia i 

1 3 . O the r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning th is nomination may be directed 
0 ' . ' 

Signed Phone: 202 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

Commenta for any Itam may be continued on an attached aheet 



FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTQN, MA 02108 

AREA 

Iv' i d C am , 

lÔ M SO. 1 

I I B 5 , 

USGS Map =23 

PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
staple to left side of form 

Photo nmnber 6 9-16A 

SKETCH MAP 
Show property's location in relation 
to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
a l l buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest intersection. 
Indicate north. 

Town 
Cambridge, Mass. 
Cambridge MRA 

Address 38 K i r k l a n d S t . 

Historic Name -^oseph Lover ing House 

Use: Present_ 

Original_ 

0 f f i c e s 

r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date . 1839 

Source_ 

Style 

tax recoras 

Greek Revival 

Architect O l i v e r Hastings 4 Luthei 

Exterior wall fabric cla'DDoard 

Outbuildings_ NA 

SEE ATTACHED MAP Major alterations (with dates)_ none 

Recorded by ^ ' R e t t i g / T . Alduino 

Organization^^^^^^S^ H i s t o r i c a l Com 

Date 1968/1985 

UTM 19/326010/4693560 

USGS Quad: Boston North 

Moved no Date NA 

Approx. acreage^ .4361 acres 

Settinff a l o t separated from -
busy Kir k l a n d St. by a granite 
r e t a i n i n g w a l l . Although i t 
l i e s i n the shadow of Vvilliam 
James H a l l to the north, the 
Luther Brooks House, 34 Kirklan-'^ 
(1839) abuts i t t o the west and 
the mid-nineteenth century house; 

(Staple additional sheets here), ^ , 
iumner noad rroviae an 

of K i r k l a n d Place and 
umner Road provide 

appropriate s e t t i n g , 



JCHITECTLRAL SIGXIFIC^NCE (Describe important _ architectural features and -
•evaluate in terms of other buildings within the coinmunity.) 

The Joseph Lover ing House was b u i l t i n 1839 w i t h a contemporary 
th ree bay facade and an e labora te two s to ry p o r t i c o suppor t ing a gable 
end ped-iment. Sheathed i n clapboards ( f l u shboa rd on the facade) i t 
r i s e s two and one h a l f s t o r i e s f rom a g r a n i t e founda t ion to an asphalt 
sh ingled gable r o o f . Pa i red chimneys stand outs ide the end w a l l s o f the 
house. The house i s extended t o the r ea r by a two s t o r y , gabled, s l a t e 
r o o f e l l and t o the east s ide by a one s t o r y , f l a t r o o f e l l . The_f lush -
board facade ( n o r t h ) i s framed by wide p i l a s t e r s and recessed behind 
a - f l u t e d Ion i c p o r t i c o which i s v e r t i c a l l y i n t e r r u p t e d by a f u l l w id th 

ilSrORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state_ Continued 
history and hov.' the building relates to the development of the community.) 

The Lover ing House w'as designed by O l i v e r Has t ings , a Cambridge 
lumber dealer and b u i l d e r , i n c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h Luther Brooks, ovmer o f 

K i r k l a n d S t . ( I839) also designed by Has t ings . Hast ings _design_ed at 
l e a s t t h i r t e e n houses i n Cambridge between 1829 and 1859, ' i n c l u d i n g "the 
Regency mansion he b u i l t f o r h i m s e l f at 101 B r a t t l e S t . 

The house remained i n H a s t i n g s ' possession u n t i l l8^•3^ when i t was 
purchased by Pro fesso r Joseph Love r ing ( I813- I892) and incorpora ted i n t o 
P ro fes so r s ' Row. Lover ing rece ived both h i s AB and h i s AM from Harvard, 
and i n I838, he was named H o l l i s P rofessor o f Mathematics and Na tu ra l 
Phi losophy, a p o s i t i o n he he ld f o r f i f i y years . Lover ing served as 
Regent (Dean) o f Harvard and was also D i r e c t o r o f the Uni ted States Coast 
Survey, and a Trustee o f the Peabody Museum. He served as President o f the 
American A s s o c i a t i o n f o r the Advancement o f Science and from 1880 u n t i l 
h i s death i n I892 as Pres ident o f the American Academy o f A r t s and Sciences. 
The-house remained i n the f a m i l y u n t i l 1941. From 1944 u n t i l I 9 6 I , i t was 
the K i r k l a n d Nurs ing Home. I n I 9 6 I , , i t was purchased i-y Harvard and i s now-
used by the E n g l i s h Department. > 

For i t s h i s t o r i c a l a s soc ia t ions w i t h Joseph Love r ing , the Lover ing 
House meets C r i t e r i o n B . 

BIBLIOCJRAPK^ and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 

SEE ATTACHED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

lOM - 7/s: 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CÔ ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Bostcn 

Community: 
Cambridge, Mass. 
Cambridqe MRA 

Form No: 
MC 

I I B 5 

Property Name: Joseph Lover ing Hs 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued belcw. 

Architectural Significance con't. 

balcony with a delicate iron r a i l i n g . The facade i s s l i g h t l y asymmetrical 
with the entr^^ framed by s i d e l i g h t s , p i l a s t e r s and a projecting^entabla­
ture, set east of center. F u l l length f i r s t f l o o r windows contain 0/9 
sash while the second f l o o r window contain 6/6. Of the three windows 
i n the front gable, only the center one i s o r i g i n a l , the other two 
having been added i n the l a t e 1960's. 

The e l l (the extension to the main block which appears i n the_ 
nicture) was a t y p i c a l feature of Greek Revival houses and i s considered 1 
be o r i g i n a l . I t appears on the e a r l i e s t map available a f t e r the con­
stru c t i o n of the Lovering House, the Walling map of 1854. 

Attached to the rear entrance of the house i s a breezeway which 
leads to another of Hastings' houses at 1? Sumner Road (1845). This^ 
breezeway according to atlases appears to date from the nursing 
home period of the Lovering House. Although 17 Sumner Road was designed 
by Oliver Hastings, neither i t nor the breezeway are intended to be 
part of t h i s nomination. 

The a r c h i t e c t u r a l significance i s described by the Mid-Cambridge 
survey report: "Mid-Cambridge's Greek Revival mansions included the 
finest examnles of the style i n the c i t y . The best have disappeared, _ 
victims of commercial development along Massachusetts Avenue and of t h e i r 
own ostentatious i m n r a c t i c a l i t y . Of surviving examples, only^two have a 
f u l l porticoed temple f r o n t , a type that went out of fashion i n the 
1840'S! the two are the Joseph Lovering House at 38 Kirkland - t and 
the Gannett House, now part of Harvard Law School." (Cambridge Common-O'wl' 

The Lovering House embodies the d i s t i n c t i v e characteristics of_^ _ 
high style Greek Revival design as enumerated above and so meets Cri t e r i o i 
C.° 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa. 



INVENTORY i-^i^ . 

MASSAGiUSEITS HISTORICAL CCM^SSION 
/Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Cambridge, Mass.  
Cambri dge._MRA—— 

MC 
I I B 5 

Property Name: Joseph Lover ing H , 

indicate each item » lnvento,r' f=™ »*>id> is being continued be l« . 

Bib l iography /Refe rences 

Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Commission. Survey o f A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r y 

Volume I I , r>lid Cambridge 
Volume I I I , Cambridgeport 
Volume IV, Old Cambridge 

Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y , Proceedings (1906-Present ) , Cambridge, MA, 

D . A . R . , Winthrop Chapter , An H i s t o r i c a l Guide t o Cambridge (1907) , 
Cambridge, MA. 

G i l l m a n , A. ( e d . ) , Cambridge o f Eighteen Hundred and N i n e t y - S i x (1896), 
Cambridge, MA. 

Paige, L . R . , H i s t o r y o f Cambridge (1877) , Boston, MA.; Supplement 
(19 30) , Boston, MA. 

Rand, C , Cambridge, U .S .A. (1964) , Hew Y o r k , NY. 

R e t t i g , R . B . , Guide t o Cambridge A r c h i t e c t u r e (1969) , Cambridge, : iA. 

S t i l l m a n , ?7.J. ( e d . ) , P o e t i c L o c a l i t i e s o f Cambridge (1876) , 
Cambridge, r^A. 

Uoods, R .A . , and Kennedy, A . J . (Warner, e d . ) . Zone o f Emergence 
(1962) , Cambridge, tlA. 

Za i t zevsky , C , w i t h the advice o f the Review Committee members, 
The Harvard U n i v e r s i t y Study o f H i s t o r i c and A r c h i t e c t u r a l 
P rope r t i e s i n the Envi rons o f Cambridge, ( A p r i l 1983-December 
19 84) , Cambridge, MA. 

Stap le to Inventory form at bottoa 



NPS Form 10-900 a 
(7-81) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

received 

date entered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 7 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State M5 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

5 &i.> Valentine Soap Workers Cottages J Keeper W^O'^ 0N^r^ l/}D/n 
(101 Pearl St.) —^'Th^T^ -/-/'^ 

Substantive Rerlev Attest 

^£ Opposition House ^'ubartanllv. F.e^_,,, ^ ^^^^^^ MA^lA^u. k.(.li^ 

Attest " 

^3. Frost, Walter, House . y Keeper /Ajy^Cut^ U.^.iiMU^ ^.f3-9;u 

Attest 

Attest / •^'g^/N .•<=̂ >«̂ -̂:Sr̂  

65. Francis, Ebenezer, House -
• "\ r ' y y ^ ) 11ILI r~ OE/OWNER OBJECTION 

Attest ' / iUi^-tf^ 

66. Lo7vering, Joseph. H o t t s e S ^ ^ ^ ¥ ^ ^ * ^ / . ) K e e D e r 4*vlUlO ^ l ^ l ^ L 

..^^^^^DOE/OWNER OBJECTION " I ' ^ ' Z ^ ' t r J ' ̂  Attest 

^ . l ^ A t w o o d , Ephlram, House ^ ^ ^ v^'^Keeper ^ ^ ^ ^ . ^ V / ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Attest 

Buildings at 104-106 Hancock St. ^ / K . ^ p , , ^ ^ T ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

&^i5::«u-r:r c.. Attest 

/ ' 6 ^ . Colburn, Sara Foster, House w-r £ . . « , ,' ' / /7 
5aBs^an¥Iva HevfewKeeper ^ / / . ^ W W . ^. /.?. 

fSSi^ntlrcr rivra . "^"^"^ -f) 1 

^^^^iZ^ OBJECT 10I^f^-per _J(^^^Adiik^^ 
/ i y ^ 6 ^ * ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ -> Attest ^ / 2 o A / ^ . S i > c / g ^ f / / ^ / g • 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Lovering, Joseph, House (Cambridge MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

^ resubmission fc/^'D'^*^(K/^ ^ P ^ ' 
n nomination by person or local government 
CU owner objection 
CI] appeal 

Substantive Review: CD sample CU request 

Sub.tMtlT« U T 1 « JUL s a w 
Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date 
Date Due: ^ 
Action: __^rACCEPT 

RETURN. 
REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

im appeal CD NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

r r ; / . 7 JT^ y ^ . ^ R ĉom./Criteria / K - C £ I O ^ S ^ 

y U - r ^ . ^ a ^ n ^ i ^ ^ <^-y " t < ^ " y y ^ - e ^ / 2 < L a ^ - o ^ f Date 1 / / ^ / ^ i ^ ' 
^ ^ '- trr-vc --U^-L,^ £ < e - c - a d ^ C i , - j — see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes [ • n o 1 
7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
CD good 
CD fair 

I I deteriorated 

CD ruins 
CZl unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

CD altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD alterations/integrity 
CD dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 
CD original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary p a a M f c O e JUL , » l w f ^ n ' " ' - ^ ' ^ ' ^ " ' -
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
CZl context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

ZD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed— Date Phone: 

G P O 91 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 


