FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION MID CAMB. |l B 5
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town Cambridge
Address 38 Kirkland Street
Name Lovering House
Present use offices
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form

Photo number |0 5- 3%7
Present ownerHarvard University

3. Description:
Date 183 8
Source deed records
Style Greek Revival
Architect Oliver Hastings
Exterior wall fabric clapboard
Outbuildings (describe)
Other featureshigh-style "Grecian temple'
with relatively slender columns,

(L iron work, simplicity and
"good proportions.

Altered No Date
Moved No Date
5. Lot size:

One acre or less XX  Over one acre_
Approximate frontage | /0
Approximate distance of building from street
KsL
6. Recorded by Robert Rettig
Organization Cambridge Historical Comm,

Date 1968

(over)

Of/;

30M-5-77



7. Original owner (if known)mivp,r Hastings

Original use re.Ridentia]

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates residential, and offices for Harvard University

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education XX Religion
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian

Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The Lovering House is the jnost important surviving
example of a high style "Grecian rejupxe" in cambriage.
It is one of the very few e-xamoles of full-porticoed,
temple-front houses ever built in tne city, and one of
only two remaining. The house was designed by Oliver _
Hastings, a prominent architect-builder, whose other manor
work in Cambridge is -:he Regency/Mansion he built for
himself at 101 Brattle Street. .

The Lovering House is sited on a terrace overlooking
the street. It was part of "Professors' Row" and was
occupied by distinguished scholars for fifty years.
Joseph Lovering, who owned the house after 1843, was a
noted Harvard philosopher and mathematician. The house
remained in his family for nearly a century. Lovering s
academic distinctions were numerous and impressive. He
was a Trustee of the Peabody Museum, an associate of one
of the country's first astronomical observatories,
President of the American Association for the Advancement

of Science, President of the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences, and a Regent of Harvard College.

The Lovering House enbodies tlie distinctive characteristics of
high style Greek Revival design as ennumerated above and so meets
criterion C. It also neets criterion B for its associations with
Joseph Lovering.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
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1. Name
2. Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

7. Description

summary paragrapti
compiatanaaa
clarity
altarational/integrity
dates

boundary aalection



8. Significance

aummary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

Justification of areas
checlced

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

Justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

tmmm e« mmtmm» muttf

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
t fIf Mia pwparty SMMPI Mia i

13. Other

Maps
Photographs

Other O | 1
[ ]

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed

Signed Phone: 202 272-3504

Commenta for any Itam may be continued on an attached aheet



AREA oM SO. 1

FORM B - BUILDING Nid Can, || B5

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
204 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTQN, MA 02108 USGS Mep =23

Cambridge, Mass
Town Cambridge VRA

Address 38 Kirkland St.

Historic Nare -“oseph Lovering House

PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white)

staple to left side of form Use: Present  O0ffices
Photo nmnber  69-16A Original _ residential
DESCRIPTION:
Date . 1839
Source tax recoras
SKETCH MP ~ Greek Revival

Show property's location inrelation Style

tggogre:;;r?iséalcr?se;mcrase.etS| ﬁgld/cgze Architect Oliver Hastings 4 Luthei

oroperty anel noar est 1 nt er sect i on Exterior wall fabric claDDoard

I ndi cate north. Outbuildings NA

SE ATTACHED MAP Major alterations (with dates)  none
Moved no Date NA
Approx. acreage® 4361 acres
Recorded by ~' Rettig/T. Alduino Settinff alot separated from -
busy Kirkland St. by a granite
Organization™AMAASA Historical Cam retaining wall. Although i t
lies in the shadow of William
Date 1968/1985 James Hall tothe north, the

I(_uthe)r Blgooks House, 34 Kirklan-'"
1839) abuts i ttothe west and
UM  19/326010/4693560 the m d-nineteenth century house;

US5 Qued: Boston North (Staple additional sheets here),aﬁmgirrkélognd ':lof‘ﬁzea”d
LIRES, R BERY 46 an



JCHITECTLRAL SIGXIFICANCE (Describe important _architectural features and -
eevaluate in terms of other buildings within the coinmunity.)

The Joseph Lovering House was built in 1839 with a contemporary
three bay facade and an elaborate two story portico supporting a gable
end ped-iment. Sheathed in clapboards (flushboard on the facade) it
rises two and one half stories from a granite foundation to an asphalt
shingled gable roof. Paired chimneys stand outside the end walls of the
house. The house is extended to the rear by a two story, gabled, slate
roof ell and to the east side by a one story, flat roof ell. The_flush-
board facade (north) is framed by wide pilasters and recessed behind
a-fluted lonic portico which is vertically interrupted by a full width

IISSORICAL SGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owne's played in local or state Continued
history and ho/ the building relates to the devdopment of the community.)

The Lovering House was designed by Oliver Hastings, a Cambridge
lumber dealer and builder, in collaboration with Luther Brooks, ovmer of
Kirkland St. (1839) also designed by Hastings. Hastings _desgn ed at
least thirteen houses in Cambridge between 1829 and 1859, 'including "the
Regency mansion he built for himself at 101 Brattle St.

The house remained in Hastings' possession until [8%3" when it was
purchased by Professor Joseph Lovering (1813-1892) and incorporated into
Professors' Row. Lovering received both his AB and his AM from Harvard,
and in 1838, he was named Hollis Professor of Mathematics and Natural
Philosophy, a position he held for fifiy years. Lovering served as
Regent (Dean) of Harvard and was also Director of the United States Coast
Survey, and a Trustee of the Peabody Museum. He served as President of the
American Association for the Advancement of Science and from 1880 until
his death in 1892 as President of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.
The-house remained in the family until 1941. From 1944 until 1961, it was
the Kirkland Nursing Home. 1In 1961,, it was purchased i-y Harvard and is now-
used by the English Department. >

For its historical associations with Joseph Lovering, the Lovering
House meets Criterion B.

BIBLIOCIRAPK" and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher)

SEE ATTAGHED Bl BLI OGRAPHY

oM - 7/s:



[ NVENTARY  FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET Community: Fom No:

Cambridge, Mass MC
MSSAHETTSH STAR CGAL AOW"SS ON _ Il B5
Office of the Secretary, Bostcn Cambridge M

Property Name Joseph Lovering Hs

Indi cate each itemoninventory formwhich is being continued bel cw
Architectural Significance con't.

bal cony with a delicate iron railing. The facade i sslightly asymretrical
with the entr* framed by sidelights, pilasters and a projecting”entabl a-
ture, set east of center. Full length first floor windows contain O/9
sash while the second floor wndow contain 6/6. O the three w ndows

in the front gable, only the center oneis original, the other two

having been added in the late 1960's.

The el | (the extension tothe main block which appears in the
nicture) was atypical feature of Geek Revival houses andis considered 1
be original. |t appears onthe earliest nap available after the con-
struction of the Lovering House, the Walling nap of 1854.

Attached tothe rear entrance of the house i s a breezeway which
| eads t o another of Hastings' houses at 1? Summer Road (1845). This”
breezeway according t oatlases appears todate from the nursing
hone period of the Lovering House. Although 17 Summer Road was designed
by Oliver Hastings, neither i t nor the breezeway areintended t o be
part of this nom nation.

The architectural significanceis described by the M d-Canbridge
survey report: "Md-Canbridge's Geek Revival mansions included the
finest examles of the style inthe city. The best have disappeared,
victims of conmercial devel opnent al ong Massachusetts Avenue and of their
own ostentatious imnracticality. O surviving exanples, only*two have a
full porticoed tenple front, atype that went out of fashion in t he
1840'S! the two arethe Joseph Lovering House at 38 Kirkland - t and
the Gannett House, now part of Harvard Law School." (Canbridge Gmon-Ow'

The Lovering House enbodies the distinctive characteristics of_*

high style Greek Revival design as enumerated above and so meets Criterioi
CO

Staple tolnventory form at bottoa.



INVENTORY i-~in _ MC
Cambridge, Mass
MASSAGIUSEITS HISTORICAL CCMASSION Cambri dgeg MRA—— I B S

/Office of the Secretary, Boston Property Name Joseph Lovering H .

indicate each item » Inventor' f=™ »>id> is beng continued bel «.

Bibliography/References
Cambridge Historical Commission. Survey of Architectural History

Vol ume ||, rlid Canbridge
Volume |||, Cambridgeport
Volume |V, O d Canmbridge

Cambridge Historical Society, Proceedings (1906-Present), Cambridge, MA,

D.A.R., Winthrop Chapter, An Historical Guide to Cambridge (1907),
Cambridge, MA.

Gillman, A. (ed.), Cambridge of Eighteen Hundred and Ninety-Six (1896),
Cambridge, MA.

Paige, L.R., History of Cambridge (1877), Boston, MA.; Supplement
(1930) , Boston, MA.

Rand, C, Cambridge, U.S.A. (1964), Hew York, NY.
Rettig, R.B., Guide to Cambridge Architecture (1969), Cambridge, :iA.

Stillman, ?7.J. (ed.), Poetic Localities of Cambridge (1876),
Cambridge, r*A.

Uoods, R.A., and Kennedy, A.J. (Warner, ed.). Zone of Emergence
(1962), Cambridge, tlA.

Zaitzevsky, C, with the advice of the Review Committee members,
The Harvard University Study of Historic and Architectural
Properties in the Environs of Cambridge, (April 1983-December
1984), Cambridge, MA.

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa



NPS Form 10-900 a
(7-81)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register off Historic Places received
Inventory—Nomination Form date entered
Continuation sheet Item number Page 7

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area

State M5
Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature
5 &i.> Valentine Soag Workers Cottages J Keeper WO ONArA I//}D/n
(101 Pearl St.) —£" ThArT™r /- "N
Substantive Rerlev Attest
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WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Lovering, Joseph, House (Cambridge MRA) Sub.tMtIT« UT 1« 1l saw
Middlesex County
MASSACHUSETTS Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date
Date Due: n
Action: _ ~“rACCEPT
N resubmission  fc/ND™MNK/MN APA ! RETURN.
n nomination by person or local government REJECT.
CU owner objection Federal Agency:
Cl] appeal
Substantive Review: CD sample CU request im appeal CD NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

r rl . 7 Jgm~ oy An . A Rom/Criteria /K-CE£10~ S
yU-r~A .fAa ApAriAA <Ay "t<A "yyAoeh [2<Lat-onM  Dae ITEVESE)
nA - e -UNLN £<e-c-ad”Ci, -] — se continudion shedt
Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below

.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes [*no

7. Description

Condition Check one Chedk one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered @ original site
CD good CD ruins CD altered moved date.
CD fair CZ| unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph
CD completeness

CD clarity

CD alterations/integrity
CD dates

| I boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paaMfcOe JUL y»lwf AptrtoataTaT

CD completeness

CD clarity

CD applicable criteria

CDjustification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource
CZl context

CD relationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception

CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

ZD Maps
CD Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed— Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 91 8-450












Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275



