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The impressive three-story brick structure accented by 
white stone trim is now being restored by its owners and 
is open to the public for a small fee. Numerous hardwoods 
are used throughout the interior, namely: mahogany, oak, 
cherry, laurel, sycamore, birdseye maple, curly maple, etc. 
The mansion has nine fireplaces of imported color tiles 
capped by hand-carved wood mantles which match the wood 
decor of each individual room. (See attachment)

Additional information: 

Exterior

The exterior is exactly the same structurally as when it was 
built, except for an addition constructed in 1917. This addL 
tion consists of one bedroom and a servants dining room on 
the first floor; two bedrooms on the second floor and three 
bedrooms on the third floor. This addition is at the rear 
of the house and is inconspicuous.

The house is red brick with white sandstone trim. The 
cornice is Montana brownstone and ba_s relief panels are terr a 
cof€a. The roof is slate with an iron railing around the too 
The exterior needs painting and this is underway. Porphyry 
retaining walls surround the hou^eand are in good condition

rn 
rn

Interior

There have been few strucv 
large reclaimed brick fi 
where there had been a c 
third floor there has bee1 
bathroom. In the ballrooi 
been installed cutting off 
room (for storage). These 
decorating and maintenance.

ar

the interior. A 
led in the kitchen 
stove. On the 
stalled in the 
a partition has 
of the sixty-two f-; 

y changes, except for

TO

C

n

o
z

The floors in the house were sanded and refinished and oak 
flooring was installed in the ballroom. The reception room, 
billiard room, halls and entry still have original paint. Th<> 
living and dining rooms have been painted to lighten the 
atmos^phere. The bedrooms on the third floor are being 
decorated to the period. The ballroom will be converted 
into a gallery for showings of local artists.

Furnishings for the various rooms are of the Clark era 
where possible, although most werenot in Clark's ownership. 
Other furnishings are harmonious.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

William A. Clark came to Butte in 1872, became interested in 
quartz (silver) mining immediately, and invested the consid­ 
erable sum of money he had made in mining and trading in 
Virginia City. He returned to the east briefly to take a 
mining course from Columbia University which enabled him to 
successfully direct his mining operations.

Clark soon saw advantages and profit in copper mining and 
entered the field of copper mining and refining. Marcus Daly 
and F. Augustus Heinze had also entered the growing and sub­ 
stantial copper mining field and thus began the "War of the 
Copper Kings" which ultimately involved not only these copper 
barons, but also the Amalgamated Copper Company, the National 
City Bank of New York and Wall Street notables William Rocke­ 
feller and Henry H. Rogers. The "War" began in 1888 and for 
twelve years Clark, Butte millionaire and miner, fought it out 
with Daly, manager and part owner of the great Anaconda Copper 
Mining Company. Origins of the feud have remained a subject 
of much conjecture, but they were undoubtedly tied up with 
politics.

The mansion in which W. A. Clark decided to live was started in 
1884 and finished'four years later at a cost at that time of 
approximately $260,000. Built on a hill with a commanding 
view, the three-story, 30-room mansion is an example of 
architecture termed "modern Elizabethan." Built in the 
style Clark liked best, this is among the finest of the 
mansions built in Montana.

This building should definitely be classified as a national 
historic site because of its architecture, its intrinsic merit 
and also because it was built by Clark, a man who had great 
influence on the history of Montana.



Glasscock, C. B., The War of the Copper Kings
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