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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located at 68 Exchange Street in Saint Paul, the bu11d1ng known as
Assumption School is a two storey limestone structure executed in the
Italian Villa mode, Excepting the cupola now absent, the building has
retained its original configuration and the majority of original design
elements,

The ground plan (sixty-two by forty-two feet) is a modified cruciform
with the central portion or pavilion as the primary element of each facade,
Longitudinally entrances are located in the central bays, Exterior walls
are of gray rock-faced limestone with dressed limestone blocks in the
quoins and lintels, The effect is that of coursed ashlar, The walls
are surmounted by a hipped roof with: wide projecting eaves supported
by groups of double brackets.,

Two of the four original brick, chimmeys were replaced with simpler,
non-recessed panel,versions. Asphalt shingle roofing replaces original
cut cedar or slate shingles which are no longer extant,

On the interior, the building consists of a full basement of lime-
stone with interior brick bearing walls, two classrooms on the ground

storey, and an assembly room measuring thirty (30) by eighty—£ive—(85)
feet on the second storey. '

The structure is in a good state of preservation although it has
not been used as a school since 1888, It presently serves as quarters
for the parish caretaker and is maintained by the Assumption Church,
It has been recorded by Hffﬁ,(Survey Number 29-31),

33

SNOILONYLSNI



SEE

R

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[ Pre-Colymbian} ) [ 16th Century (3 18th Century = - ~[O 20th Century
{0 15th Century [ 17th Century [x] 19th Century

'SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal Education [ Political L] Urban Planning
3 Prehistoric - [] Engineering ] Religion/Phi- L] Other (Specity)
[ Historic O Industry losophyb

O Agriculture [ Invention [J Science

Architecture [ Landscepe 1 Sculpture

O Art Architecture [ Social/Human-

[0 Commerce [ Literoture itarian

[ Communications [ Military O TheoterA

[ Conservation 1 Music [ Transportation

INSTRUCTIONS

STATEMENT, OF Si.GNIFICANCE,‘

Four years after the founding of Assumption Church in 1856, the
growing pains of the new parish necessitated the building of a parish
school, Prior to this time children from Assumption parish attended
sessions in one storey of a brick building on the Saint Joseph's Hospital
grounds which was used fér the English speaking free school connected
with the Cathedral parish, 1In 1860 a frame school building was erected
at Ninth and Exchange Streets at a cost of $400,00. This building was
destroyed by firxe 4 July 1863, It was replaced by the present stone
building in 1864"at a cost of $11,300, Originally intended to focus
on education for the children of German speaking parishioners, as the
inscription in German over the main entrance attests, the building
soon outlived usefullness and discontinued to be used as a school in
1888, Until then strict segregation of students was practiced, the
two rooms on the ground storey assigned to boys, the second storey
assigned to girls, B

The Assumption School remains as a significant element in Saint
Paul's architectural, religious, and educational heritage. An excellent
example of an early Italian Villa Style school building, it is the only /"
such extant parochial school building of the 1860's in the Minneapolis/
Saint Pafjl area,
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