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1. Name
u . . .historic Coates

and/or common Coats Home

2. Location

street & number 817 So. 5th. Ave. not for publication

city, town Virginia vicinity of congressional district District

state Minnesota code 22 St. Louis code 137

3. Classification
Category Ownership

district public
•*- building(s) x private

Structure both

site Public Acquisition
object in process

being considered

Status
x occupied

unoccupied
work in progress

Accessible
yes: restricted

x yes: unrestricted
no

Present Use
agriculture
commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park

X private residence 
religious
scientific
transportation
other:

4. Owner of Property
nar$rris 0. Pfutzenreuter

street & number 8l7 So • 5th Ave,

city, town Virginia vicinity of state Minnesota

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. St. Louis County Court House

street & number

city, town state Minnesota

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title has this property been determined elegible? __ yes no

date federal __ state __ county local

depository for survey records

city, town state



7. Description

Condition
excellent

_ x good 
fair

deteriorated
ruins
unexposed

Check one
unaltered

x altered

Check one
x original site 

moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

This: is a 2?§ storey frame house covered'-with, stucco painted green.; There is a small
2 storey addition on the south, side. The roof is gabled and shingled and the front
has a five bay first floor and three "bay second floor.
The roof line is embellished with, small wooden modillions;, which, coupled with a tripart
arched window in the front gable, give the design a hint of Renaissance detailing. The
central bay of the front facade projects; slightly from the main mass of the building.
The entry is recessed slightly under the second story and:forms: a shallow loggia flanked
by paired Doric columns. Tke corners of the first srfcory are also recessed below the
second story; small modillions appear to support the second story in these areas.
The house is situated on a well-maintained lot and appears to be in a good state of repair,
although, altered from the original by the application of a stucco coating. It continues
to serve as a residence.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

archeology-prehistoric
archeology-historic
agriculture

_JL architecture 
__ art
__ commerce 
__ communications x

community planning 
. conservation
economics 

. education 

. engineering 

. exploration/settlement 

. industry 

. invention

landscape architecture.
law
literature
military
music
philosophy
politics/government

religion 
science 
sculpture

JL social/
humanitarian 

_ theater 
_ transportation 
_ other (specify)

Specific dates ca. 1912 Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The house was used by several prominent men in the lumber industry centered in 
Virginia and -was one of the more lavisii: homes along 5th Avenue South in its prime. 
The house, like most of the prominent homes; in Iron-Range towns, served as social 
and economic delimiter in the, stratified conditions; of turn~of-the-century community 
life in the iron mining towns-. The size' and sumptuousness- of the individual structures 
owned and lived in "by the mining and lumbering entrepreneurs and managers, especially 
after the establishment of corporate control of most major economic activities, served 
to demarcate social distance and to reinforce the sense of community leadership that 
these individuals collectively enjoyed. Coates, the original owner, was also a major 
entrepreneur in the nonmining sector of the Virginia economy and was owner/founder of 
the hotel that also "bears his. name that continues to be major landmark in the central 
business; district of Virginia.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Marvin Lamppa, A-'Report to tne Department of Natural Resources on the Historical Aspects 
of the Termilicjn, Guy-aria i and MesaM Iron-.''Ranges-- of Northeast Minnesota (Eveleth: 197T).

10. Geographical Data

Quadrangle name Virginia, Mlim.-St. Louis Co.
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Verbal boundary description and justification

The .house is located on Lots 7-10 and Sh of 6, Block 98, Second Addition, Virginia, 
Minnesota. : '

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
name/title Charles Skrief, Director, State Historic Preservation Office 

organization Minnesota Historical Society

street* number Summit Avenue telephone 612-296-9070

city or town st. Paul state Minnesota

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national __ state x local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the^NSfiohal Register and certify thaUt-has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set fourth by^rfe Herjjage Conservation and-fteorifrtion Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signatu

Russell W, Fridley 
title state Historic Preservation Officer

GPO 938 835


