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historic name Pan Burying Ground
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street & number 477 Main Street N/A not for publication
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state Massachusetts code MA countv Worcester code 027 zipcode 01740

3. State/Federal Agencv Certification
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>a’fryv”hr <SLANA
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state or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date
State or/"ederal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
hensby certify that this property Is: /ISlgnatjtfe oftthe Keeper v [ / /0O /il Date of Action

» determined eligible forthe

National Register
* See continuation sheet.
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private _ building(s)
X public-local district
__ public-State Xsite
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.;

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

FUNERARY: cemeterv

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

N/A

Narrative Description

Worcester,
County and State

MA

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing
0
1

Number of contributing resources

listed

Non-contributing
0
0

1

in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

FUNERARY:

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation

walls

roof

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

cemeterv

N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A

buildings
sites
structures
objects

Total
previously
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Pan Burying Ground is a long, narrow cemetery occupying 33 acres on the north sde of Bolton's
Main Street/MA Route 117. The main developed part of the property is trapezoidd in shepe with the
degpedt, center part extending about 175 feet back from the edge of the road. The sreat frontage runs
about 600 feet, and from the historic portion of the cemetery continues west acrossthe front of a 18 acre
piece of land extending about 300 feet back from the road to Greet Brook. A forested wetland assodiated
with the brook forms a backdrop to the north and eest borders of the cemetery.  Abutting the west edge of
the combined property is the entrance ramp to the northbound lanes of Route 1-495. Directly across
Route 117 to the south are a smal house and a multi-store commercia building dating to the late 20*
century.

Site description

With the exception of the open 1.8-acre section a the west end which was acquired by the Town in 1963,
(used for many years es a storage/utility areaand presently being reedied for interments)) the main part of
the Pan Burying Ground, about 15 acres, is entirely developed as a graveyard, containing approximately
400 monuments and gravestones. Toward the rear of the parced, however, are some large arees of open
grasswith few markers, indicating that the markers for some graves located there may be missing.

In spite of some changes dong the south front resulting from severd phasss of road work dong Route
117, the nominated property retains the character of a smdl roadsde New England graveyard of the
1820s The dedign of the original cemeaery as laid out by surveyor Silas Holman is till evident. The
layout istypica of the rectilinear arangamentsthat prevailed through the 1830s in what were still cdled
"burying grounds’ or "burying yards' rather than cemeteries All the markers face south toward the road,
and mogt gand inrows within rectangular family plots. Most of the plots as originaly laid out messured
14 by 29 feet, and were digned in five blocks, four rows desp, raised afew feet to ether Sde of aone-
rod-wide center drive or cart pah (Map#2). (A survey of the cemetery meade in 1915 shows the center
drive s 10 feet in width.) The origind buriad plots, some of which were later divided in half, ae
sparated from eech other by four-foot-wide grassed "alleys.” When a narrow gtrip of .3 acres of land
was added to the west end of the burying ground in 1860, it was gpparently laid out with one more bank
of lots of the same dimendons as the rest, making the portion of the cemetery west of the center drive
about 30 feet wider than the esst portion.

With the addition of the 1860 piece the burial ground reeched 15 aaresinsze. For much of its perimeter,

that combined property is bordered by a onewall (Map #3) averaging about three feet in height dong

the south and west, and acting as aretaining wall adong the bese of the doping north and eest boundaries.

In all but the west portionthe ground level of the cematery is st severd feet above the leve of theroad,

and the front wall functionsas a retaining wall. The building of the cemetery wall is first mentioned in

town records of 1829. It was rebuilt or extended in 1866, and was probably repaired many times. The
wall is built primarily of fieldstonefor mog of its length, but ong the south front the introduction of
some cut-granite blocks, especidly as cgpgtones, presaents a morefinished gppesrance. Fedened into the
top surface of some of the cgpstones near the center entrance isa saries of iron tierings (Map # 6)

(continued)
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The Pan Burying Ground is the only one of Bolton's cemeteries to include a group buriad vault. The
seven-chambered  tomb (Map #4; Photo 3) which datesto 1839, is located a the southeest front comer
of the cemetery. Backed by a long mound of raised earth, the tomb's granite-block front wall liesinthe
same plane as thefiel dstoneand granite wall acrassthe front of the burying ground.  Only two courses of
the large dressed granite blocks of the tomb front are entirely exposed.  The lower course, where al seven

doors ae located, is partially covered by the build-up of soil. Enough of the upper portions of the doors
ae visible, however, to reved the carved names of the owneas, al of whom were anong the most
prominent of Bolton's citizens of the time: Josgph and Nathan Sawyer, Abraham Holman and Nathan
Brooks, Cdeb Nurse, Jonathan Nurse, Amory Holman, Stephen P. Gardner, and the Rev. Isaec Allen. All

of the doors are date except the one for the Rev. Allen, which isgranite, and all ae hung on wrought-iron

drap hinges and have iron laiches.

Two ornete cagt-iron gates mark entrances through the front wall—one a the wide center drive, and a
narrower one about 30 feet in from the west end of the wall, a the inner edge of the strip added in 1860.

It is known that in 1823 Capt. Oliver Sawyer, owner of the adjoining property to the west, was paid

fourteen dollars for building a gate for this cemetery, which was then cdled the Eagt Burying Ground.

Referencesto two later gates however, gopeer in the Bolton Annua Reports of 1863 and 1874. Itis
mog likely that the present large double gate that is mounted on two rough granite pods a the center

drive isthe one listed in the 1863 town report as costing $36.03. (Map #7, Photo 5.) A well-preserved

example of the high Victorian Gothic style, the cagt iron gate is embdlished with quatrefoils and aline of
decorative finials acrossthe top. Its maker is unknown. The andler single gate (Map #8, Phato 6) near
the west end ds0 hes a pair of granite posts. This ssoond gate, composed of asquare iron frame enclosing
daborate cagt-iron pickets, was probably the one ingtaled in 1873 by Luther W. Houghton, who was paid

$15 forit. A s of three granite steps (Map # 5, Photo 5) just et of the main gate provided an dternate
weay into the cemetery when the gates were dosed. A large double-leaf ged gate endosss the front

entrance of the 1963 parcd just outsde the west wall. This modern gate [Map # 10, Photo 7]) which is
non-contributing to the nomination, was probably ingtdled inthe 1960s. Just indde that gate, however,

ae two rough 19"-century granite pods. At least one may have served as a hitching pog, or they may

have formerly supported awooden gate (Map # 9, Photo 7).

There is little record of planting campaigns for the Pan Burying Ground, and few photographs to
document how the landscape once may have looked. One phaotograph from 1938 (Photo A), however,
shows the battered remains of aline of a leedt five large deciduous trees in front of the main wall which
were destroyed inthe September 1938 hurricane. Their replacements, aline of severd sugar mgples, ae
now largely gone as well, and only afew ashesand madles in front of the wall have survived the adverse
impects of traffic, road dterations, and sdt damage It islikely that deciduous trees dso once lined both
ddesof the dightly sunken center drive. Today, two mature maples and one gump remain from aline of
trees dong the eedt edge of the unpaved drive. A variety of tall trees scattered throughout the rest of the
cemeey includes oaks, maples, aghes and afew white pines and weeping soruces gand near the center.

(continued)
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Headstones, markers, and monuments

The range of funerary art in the Pan Burying Ground is illugtrative of a small Massachusatts cemetery
whaose initial devdopment took place during the second quarter of the 19* century, when date markers
prevaled throughout New England, and which was gradudly filled over later decades with markers of
other types and styles. Since, like Bolton's other municipa cemeteries, the Pan is still open to burials,
there isds0 a scattering of modest granite markers that are as recant as the turn of the 21 century.

Severd of the family plots laid out on Slas Holman's plan are bordered by granite curbing, many with
low sguare-dimensoned corner pods. Ore late family plot belonging to the Powers family (Map#28) is
marked only by four low granite pogts a the comers, rather than curbing. Each post in the Powers plot is
caved to ressmble atree sump, with the top surface adorned with a"P" in Gothic script. Similar Gothic
initials gopear on some early 20* -century monuments in the added west section. Onthe plot of the Luther
Houghton/Ira Bailey family (Map #29), the letters "H" and "B" gppear on the upper facesof the ca 1835
urn-topped granite monument (Photo 8) In many plots severd generations are interred, resulting inan
eclectic mixtureof date, marble, and granite markers with perhgps a center obelisk or pillar monumernt,
all crowded together within the rectangular enclosure. The Brown family plot (Map#17) just eest of the
center driveillustrates the broad range of dates and tyles evident in some of the family plots. Endosed
within the granite curb are a pre-1850 round-topped, shouldered date gravestone, atall rectangular marble
done with a floral motif, severd low round-topped marble heedgtones, and in the center, a large early
20*-century rectangular monument of black polished granite—a memoria to Abram and Lucy Brown,
who died in 19083 and 1911. (Map #18, Photo 9)

As isthe cas= a Bolton's other cemeteries, the markers & the Pan Burying Ground generdly progress
chronologically from date to marble to granite. The Pan contains some of Bolton's bes-preserved date
markers, which were ubiquitous during the Gregk Reviva period. There is ds0 an illustrative range of
marble Victorian gravestones ranging from the smpleto the ornate, mogt dating to the third quarter of the
19* century. Thiscametery dso contains some of the town's mogt stylish Neo-classical monuments.

Many of the date markers are round-topped or shouldered stones, some of them quite large. Mogt in this
group display the urn and willow motif that was popular between 1820 and 1845. A few ae sgned by
their carvers: The large date heedgtone of Dea. Jonathan Nourse, who died in 1827, displaysthe neme "' J.
Park,” amember of the prominent Park family carvers of Groton. (Map#26). The date sone of Capt.
Oliver Sawyer (died 1826) is embellished with Masonic symbols (Map#15). The Capt. Savye doneis
very smilar in design to the heedgtone of hiswife, Lucretia (died 1841) which is marked with the neame of
J. Lewis & Co., Worcester (Map #16). Many large round-topped dates auch as those in the Danid
Sawvyer family plot (Map #12, Photo 10) displaying desth dates in the late 1830s and 1840s ae
embdlished with architecturd designs with densdy incised backgrounds and inscriptions st into large
ova catouches. Another large date, for 36 year-old Felix Donnally, who "was drown'd" in 1823, may
be the earliest original marker inthe cemetery. (Map#33) Like the gone of Oliver Sawyer, this round-
topped gone is adorned with Masonic symbols.

(continued)
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Some vary late dates, auch as the desp red date heedgtone of Luke Whitcomb (Map #31) who diedin

1876, are extremdy smple in design. This marker, devoid of any images and with the inscription ina
centrd medallion with only a narrow decorative border, rdaes well to the simplicity of many of the
marble markers of that era—among them the heedgtones of two of Luke Whitcomb's sons who diedin

1860. While the Luke Whitcomb marker is unusudly late for a date gone, the Pan Burying Ground is
dso dignificant for the Greek Revival style digplayed in some very early marble sones. Severd of these
ealy marble examples from the 1830s are carved in the manner more common to the dates of the time.

The marble gones of Samud Blood and hiswife Lucretia, for ingance, who died in 1834 and 1827, have
furniture-like baroque tops which enframe raisad marble images of the willow and urn carved, by

necessity, in a more smple manner than was possible with the softer surface of the dates. (Map#13;

Photo 11) (The Blood plot is dso one of the few which includes footstones, here marked "S.B" and

"L.B.") The eaxrliest of severd marble markers in the Oliver Sawyer plot are very similar to the Blood

heedgtones, suggesting that they were carved by the same hand or executed in the same workshop.

Other marbles are embdlished with the ornate, often sentimentd, relief carving that was more typicd of

the mid-Victorian era  Severd pointed-arched Gothic gones are located here, such as the Poweas ad

Carpenter family gones inthe bank of plots added a the wes end in 1860. (Map#11; Photo 12) Other

marble markers are highly representationd.  The face of the large memoria sone to Ellen Holman, for
ingance, who died in 1853, is embellished with arose bush with one broken gem entwined with the name

"Ellen." (Mep #19; Phato 13) At leest one marble headdone bears a carver's nane—the gone of

Rebecca M. Proctor, who died in 1858, ismarked "L.S. Blood & Co." (Map#22.)

The larger monuments in the Pan Burying Ground are generdly of three types—Greek Revivd marble

obdisks, neodasicd pillars and columns of mable or granite, and massve rectangular granite

monuments mogt of which date to the 20" century. In some cases, a single tall monument formsthe

centerpiece to afamily plot. The Paker family plot isagood example. A smple white obdisk merked

with the name of Amos Parker, who died in 1861 a 81, dands in the center of the granite-curbed

endosure with low marble heedgtones placed around it (Map #21). Another obelisk, surrounded by

deven gravesones bearing degth dates from 1818 through 1940, dands in the family plot belonging to
Oliver Barrett, the former owner of the cemetery land, who died in 1859. That family monument is
another memorid that was mede in the L.S. Blood workshop in Harvard. (Map #20; Photo #4) One
marble obdlisk st on a pedestd in the plot of the Cavin Nourse family is especidly daborate, with a
carved, draped urn a the top, and floral garlands and wreaths on the south face that gppeer to have bean

done by the same carver as the flower vases depicted on the nearby pointed-arched gothic gones of Sarah

and Slas Nourse, who dso died inthe early 1860s  (Map #25; Photo 14) A smdler marble obdisk

about five feet high, with apartidly effaced imege inan ova meddlion, was carved by "Nichols, Lowell"

and probably erected in the early 1850s (Map #27; Photo #15) It marks the graves of A.D. Sawyer, who
died in 1875, hiswife, Ann (1852) and their little son Francis (1853). Smdler still isthe two foot-high
marble obdisk in the east part of the cemetery that marks the grave of a smal child. Caved with the
image of adegping baby, the partidly effaced monument reeds"Linkie." (Map #34; Photo 16)

(continued)
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Three prominent rectangular marble pillar monuments dand on top of the group tomb. The mogt
daborate is the early Neoclassica monument erected by his congregation to the Rev. Issec Allen, who
died in 1844. (Map#23; Photo 17) Standing on a granite bass, it istopped with a carved urn, and faced
with alaurd wresth. The maker as inscribed on the monument was "Allen & Badwin, Builders."

There are do individua examples of a few other types of monuments, most of them dating to the Civil
War period and later. In the group aop the tomb is a smdl marble "table" monument, a memorid to
Joseph Sawyer, who died in 1865, and his family. (Map #24; Photo 3) There ae a few double
gravestones in this cemetery. Ore is the late, chamfered-edged marble gravestone of J. Elbridge and
Qusen Sawyer, both of whom died in the mid-1890s. (Map #32; Photo 18)

Tail column and pillar monuments began to gopear inthe Pan by the 1890s The ca 1893 Fierce-Cutler
monument (Map #30), a high Tuscan column on a high pedestd, is similar to two in Bolton's Wes
Burying Ground (MHC# 802.) The Pierce-Cutler column, however, is gpparently missing the urn that
once sood on top of it. Inthe southwest corner of the cemetery on the 1860 section, the large plot of the
Houghton family is dominated by a 6-dage granite pillar monument with an urn on top, probably erected
after the death of T. J. Houghton in 1905. (Map #29)

Alterations.

Condition. Asdated above, it islikely that some markers are missing from graves inthe rear part of the
cemetery. Inthe 20* century it was common for maintenance crews to remove small footstones from
cemeteries. Their near-absence in the Pan Burying Ground suggests that may have been the case here
Some didodged markers have not bean returned to their places, and afew loose gravestones are presently
dacked againg a headdone near the back wall. (Photo 19) While mogt of the earlier date and later
granite markers are ingood condition, some of the dates, especidly, show condderable lichen growth. A

few are cracked; some of those have been mended by various methods. Many of the marble gonesand
monuments are discolored and partially effaced, some to the point where parts of the inscriptionsare no
longer legible. A few markers and curbgtones show the telltale scratches, especidly a the corners, that
ae the marks of the modern string trimmer. In generd, however, the Pan Burying Ground is well

maintained, with the grass regularly mowed, and the wall in afairly good gate of repair, dthough it is
beginning to bow outward in the section et of the main gate.  Some aress of the north and eest portions
of the retaining wall that supports the dope down to the wetland gopear to be shifting and the gones
loosening, especidly a the southesst corner near the road.

The greatest changesto the Pan Burying Ground have occurred in the area between the front wall and the
roadsde. Prior to 1952, the front cemetery wall sood a leest 20 feet from the north edge of Route 117 &
the main gate, and about 10 feet away a its eedt end next to the tombs. The line of treesthere good on a

(continued)
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broad grassed strip which provided alandscgpe buffer between the road and the graves. In 1954, however
Route 117 was widened, and its north edge encroached severd feet doser to the front cemetery wall. In
the process the grade in front of the tombs was raised severd fedt, burying the bottom portion of their
front wall and doors. Inthe late 1990s new subsurface drainege was ingdled in front of the wall and a
granite curb and bituminous berm were added a the road edge. Over the lagt few years. No Parking sgns
have been placed in front of the wall inan unsuccessful attempt to keep trucks from parking there, and in
2004 five of the lagt large migple trees between the road and the wall were cut down.

Archaeological Description

While ancient Native American dtes have not been identified in the cemetery or in the generd area
(within one mile), Stes may exist. The camaay locde wes listed a a high sengitivity area for both
"prehigtoric" and historic resources in the 2001 communitywide archaeologica reconnaissance survey of
Bolton. Environmental characterigtics of the cemetery represent locationa criteria (dope, soil drainage,
proximity to wetlands) that are favorablefor the presence of ancient dtes. The cemetery occupies awell-
drained, level to moderatdly doping terrace adjacent to wetlands associated with Greet Brook, atributary
of the Asssbet River. The burying ground lieswithin the overal Merrimack River drainege. The dendty
of graves in the older portion of the cemaery may indicate a low potentia for recovering significant
Native American resources in that area. A high potential for locating ancient Stes may exist in the newer,
undeveloped area a the west end of the cemetery. Grave excavations would have desroyed or severdy
affected the integrity of any Native resources located in the vicinity of graves.

A high potentia dso exists for locating historic archaeologica resources in the cemetery. Unmarked
graves ae expected, especidly in the rear portion of the cemetery. Both known and unmarked graves
may contain stratigraphic evidence of aburid shaft, acoffin, kdetd remains, and persond clothing and
property of the decessad. Structurd evidence may d0 exig from bans and sheds usad for cametery
operations and maintenance. Funerary-rdaed artifacts including footstones, broken gravestones, and
memorid offerings may a0 exist anywhere in the cemetery.

(end)
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_XA Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.
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significant in our past.

_XC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components
lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)
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_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

_ B removed from its original location.

_ C a birthplace or grave.

J< D a cemetery.

_ E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
_ F acommemorative property.

_ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.
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(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.;

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography

Worcester, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)
ART
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance
1R22 to 1957

Significant Dates
1822
1860

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
(CARVERS: see district data sheet)

(Cite the boolss, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
previously listed in the National Register
_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register
_ designated a National Historic Landmark
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
_ University
X Other

Name of repository:
_ Bolton Historical Society



NPS Form 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Pan Burying Ground
Balton, (Worcester), MA

Section number 8 Page 1

8. SIGNIFICANCE

Designers, Carvers:
Surveyor: Silas Holman
Caveas Allen & Baldwin; S Blood & Co.; J. Lewis& Co.; Nichols; Park

The Pan Burying Ground meets Criteria A and C of the Nationa Regiger a the loca level. A well

preserved example of a small town buria ground begun inthe early 19 century and continuing until the
present day, its collection of gravestones and monuments is a repodtory of funerary art that illuminates the
changing lives, attitudes, and tagies of the local community over severa historic periods. As such, it dso
medts CriteriaCondderation D as a ceameeay deriving its primary significancefrom its age its distinctive
design features, and its associations with Bolton's development from 1822 through 1957.

Under Criterion A, the cematery exemplifiesthe rapid devdlopment of the flat basn eest of Bolton center
caled "the Pan" as a sscondary village in the decedes between 1810 and 1830. The property further fulfills
Criterion A as an illustration of the towngpeoples policies and gpproaches toward burying and honoring
their deed throughout the period of significance. Even the evolution of its name—from the Eagt Burying
Ground (or Burying Y ard) through the Pan Burying Ground/Eagt Cemetery to its most common 20* century
name, the Pan Cemetery—illudtrates changing socid, religious, and civic attitudes. What begen as a smple
graveyard laid out on a rectilinear grid of equa-dzed family plots with rows of heedgones evolved into a
cemeery marked by family monuments of an impressive scaethat show areverence for afamily's ancestry
and aregard for socid position.

The burying ground medts Criterion C for its collection of funerary decorative art displaying a range of
dyles from severd historic periods. The assamblage of markers and monuments includes well-preserved
examples of date and marble headgones, as well a marble obdlisks from the Gresk Reviva period. Many
mid- and late Victorian marble markers, such as saverd wedl-preserved Gothic Reviva heedgtones,
characterize the sentimentdlity of that period through both their imagery and their inscriptions. Severd
examples of Neoclassca monuments mark the shift in artigtic tagte that was taking place later in the 19*
century and which carried through into the 20th. The Pan Burying Ground is dso significant for the
survival of such historic landscgpe feaiures and ormaments as itsfieldstone and granite perimeter wall,
hitching post, mounting Seps, and two ornete cad-iron gatesfrom the third quarter of the 19 century.

In spite of some dterations and loss of land between the front wall and the roadsde of Route 117, the Pan
Burying Ground retains integrity of setting, location, desgn, materids, workmanship, feeling, ad
asociation.

(continued)
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Background and early higtory.

The territory that became the town of Bolton was originaly pat of Lanceger, the larget and earliest
community in centra Massachusetts, founded in 1653. Bolton was incorporated as an independent town of
35 square miles in 1738, and reached its final areaof just under twenty square milesin 1868. It islocated
a the eegtlan edge of Worcester County, 17 miles northeast of Worcester.

As one of the first tasks of the new town, in 1739 Bolton's founders established the earliest of the town's
four municipd cemeteries, the (Old) South Burial Ground (MHC #800.) It was located a haf-mile south
of the medtinghouse on land donated by farmer William Sawyer for use as a"burying place.”

That origina buriad ground served the community well for about seventy years. The population of Bolton
increesed relatively dowly through the end of the colonid era, reaching 1,210 inhabitants by 1776. When
the District of Berlin was formed in 1784, incorporating a large part of the south part of town, Bolton's
population dropped significantly, to 861 in 1790. Fromthat levd the town grew dowly through 1800, but
underwent aragpid expanson between 1810 and 1820, to 1,229,

The ssoond decede of the 19" century was a period when Bolton saw much activity as a busy regiond sop
on the main east-west transportation route between Bogton and Worcester, the Bogton to Lancaster Roed,
(dso known as the County Road to Lancagter, and by that time locally referred to as the "Lancagter Road"
or, more frequently, the "Boston Road," especidly inthe eedt part of town.) Through mog of Bolton, the
line of that road istoday's Main Street/MA Route 117 (formerly cdled the "Great Road" from the mid- 19"
through mid-20* centuries.).

In the early 19* century, asthe Bagon Road this route through Bolton was part of the main post rced west
to Worcegter. It was much travded by teams of ox-drawn wagons and was part of a mgjor regiona
dagecoach route By that time Balton had devdoped into a progperaus agricultural community of digoersed
farms with a canter village aligned along the Bogon Road a half-mile west of the nominated property.
Qylish Fedead and late Colonial resdences aong the roed reflected the progperity of many of the
towvngpeople who wae engagad in trade as dorekegpas o innkepa's o in regional  indudries that
induded shoe- and boat manufacture, comb making, and the produdion of hats (See aso Bolton Center
National Regiger District, NR, 1997.)

While Bolton's grestest residential concentration was a the town center, during this period a few amdl
secondary  Villages developed in the outlying sections of town around small mills and/or the crossoads of
regiond trangportation routes. The largest village grew up esst of the center dong the Boston Roed inthe
aeacdled "the Pan" Apparently named for theflat-bottomedbasn in this part of town, in additiontoits
farms the Pan was home to an inn, ssvard enterprising shoe- and comb making shops, and to one of the
town's mog versatile and progperous mill complexes—the sawmill, gristmill, and sore belonging in the
ealy 19¢ century to Benjamin Sawyer. By 1822 the Pan had its own schoolhouse, and beginning about

(continued)
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1800 regiond traffic traversed the intersection of the Boson Road and two important north-south roeds.
Ore of them, which began 500 feet eest of the nominated property was "the way to the mills," today's
Hudson Road (MA Route 85), which led south to amill villagein northees Marlborough. A short disance
farther eest was the County Road to Marlborough, today's Long Hill Road.

The Pan (East) Burying Ground.

With the increese in Bolton's population early inthe 19* century, by 1820 the Old South Burying Ground

was hearing capacity, and it was agred that the Town should egtablish a second buria ground. Inan

unusudly extravagant gesture, acting upon the recommendation of a committee formed for the purposs, in

1822 Town Mesting authorized the purchese of two smdl parcds, each for aprice of $100. Onewas in the
esd pat of town, one in the west, and both were laid out as cemeteries that are still open to burids today.

The Wes Burving Ground (MHC #802) is located a the foot of Green Roed in the west part of town. The

other purchase, the subject of this nomination, was the Pan Burving Ground (MHC #801). Originaly caled

the Eagt Burying Ground, it was later do referred to as the Eagt Cemetery, and in more recent years as the

Pan Cameaery.

As purchased in 1822, the new graveyard was atrgpezoida lot of 118 acres with its longest south side
abutting the edge of the Boston Road.  Under the direction of the burying ground committee, the land was
laid out by surveyor Slas Holman with agrid of forty plots, eech measuring 14 by 29 feet. The plots were
aranged in five blocks, four rows degp, on ether Sde of awha was planned as a one-rod-wide center drive
or cat path, and sgparated from each other by four foot-wide grassed "alleys.” The origind parcd of one
acre, 28 gquare rods, which was purchased from farmer Oliver Barrett, was dightly amdler than the
property bought for the West Burying Ground. The Pan Burying Ground wes later enlarged by anarrow
gtrip of ebout athird of an acre of land a the west end in 1860, and by 18 acres dso a the west end, in
1963, a& which time it attained its present 9ze of 3.3 aores

The 1822 egtablishment of the town's two new burial grounds ended the centralization of Bolton's public
burids, and from that time on mog interments in Bolton were regionaly based, with familiestending to
purchese burid plots inthe cemetery neerest their resdences. Consequently, the names on the gonesin the
Pan Burying Ground display a directory of generations of familieswho lived on the Pan and in the eest part
of town. Sawyes Osbomes Whitcombs, Woodburys, Hildreths, Barretts, Powers, and Burnhams, for
ingdance—farmers, innkegpers, mill-owners, and atisans in the surrounding neighborhood—are al buried
here

Neverthdess, in soite of the fact that by 1822 there were burid grounds inthe center, eadt, west, and south
pats of town (the latter, the privately maintained Fry Cemeery [MHC#3805], was located in Bolton's
Quaker community,) some prominent resdents of Bolton center, in particular, chose to purchese plots in the
Pan Burying Ground. The presence of severd Bolton center family plots here indicates thet the Pen hed

(continued)
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become the mogt fashionable of Bolton's burying grounds.  Its obelisks and pillar monuments are anong
the mogt omate intown, and it isthe only Bolton cemeatery where a group chamber tomb was constructed.
The names on the doors of the 1839 tomb, such as the wedthy Gen. Stephen Gardner, President of the
Lancagter & Bolton Turnpike Association; sorekegpers Josgph and Nathan Sawyer; Amory Holman, owner
of bath the largest inn a the center and the regiona sagecoach line; and the town minister, the Rev. Issec
Allen, are those of town-center residents who were arguably the mogt prominent Bolton citizens of their
time.

Although no extensve historical records exist for the Pan or the other town burial grounds, Bolton Annua

Reports published after 1862 give a picture of their manegemant by the town from the Civil War period on.

Mowing the grass and brush, repairing the walls and fences, (there was a post-and-rail fence & the Pan until

a leadt the 1870s), and painting the gates were regular maintenance tasks. By 1868 the town was making
regular payments to anearby farmer, Amos P. Kimmens, for mogt of the landscgpe work a the Pan Burying
Ground. Mr. Kimmens was the town Sexton——Bolton's principal grave-digger and buria agent, whose
duties incdluded ringing the town bell, attending funerals, and in some years keeping arecord of loca degths
In the late 1880s James W. Rierce, A.J. Kennedy, and William C. Marple held the Sexton's job, but Mr.
Kimmens retumed to the pogt for severd moreyearsin the 1890s Hewas succeeded by his son, Herman J.
Kimmens, who was Sexton until 1903.

For many years, the Pan Burying Ground was the only one of Bolton's cameteries to have afamily plot that
was maintained under the "perpetud care' sysem, inwhich a memorid fund, maneged by the town, paid
for itsupkegp. Thisisthe Benjamin Barry Memorial, one of the mogt daborate monuments in the burying
ground. Firg mentioned in the town report of 1872, the four-stage granite obelisk, ringed by an 18-inch
high granite curb marked a the corners with daborate pogts embdlished with Masonic symbols, isa
memorid to Benjamin W. A. Barry, who died a the age of 25 in 1868. (Map #35; Photo 20) For many
years, Smeon Chamberlain was paid $10 annualy from the interest on the Barry Memorid Fund to teke
careof the plot. Mr. Chamberlain, who died in 1883 & the age of 74, isburied in the sameplot.

Later devd opment.

In 1900, Town Mesting established a Cemeatery Committee to oversee all of the town-owned burid grounds
and cameteries. The first committee of three men—Heman Kimmens, George H. Brigham, and Emery A.
Procto—dll lived eedt of the town center. The trend toward dominance of the committee by people from the
esd ad southesst pats of Bolton—neighborhoods served primarily by the Pen Burying Ground-
continued through much of the 20* century.

In 1902 the Town adopted a s of five Rules and Regulations for its cemeteries. In addition to requiring

that 1ot owners remove trash and litter from their lots, the rules reflected some of the tum-of-the-century
atitudes toward what weas artigtically appropriate even for older buriad grounds. No "terracing” or

"walling" wereto be done, and no "construction of any vault or catacomb” was permitted.

(continued)
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Also, reflective of other efforts of the time to presarve the beauty of the community, such as those of the
turn-of-the-century Bolton Village Improvement Society, the new rules dso gave the Cemeatery Committee
the right to remove any "monument, effigy, . . . dructure . . or inscription . . . not in harmony with the
character of the cemetery.”

By 1903, the committee was lamenting the neglected gppeerance of thetown cameteries, and mede thefirst
of saverd requeds for an annud appropriation to hdp with their upkegp beyond what was dlowed for in
the genard town funds. From 1905 on, Town Mesting regularly gpproved a dedicated amount of money for
caemaeay maintenance. By 1910, there were twelve family plots supported by memoria funds, of which a
leet saven were located in what was by then increasingly called the Pan Cemetery. In 1915, part of the
year's cemeery appropriation was used to pay G. W. Parker to do asurvey of the Pan Cemetery.

Throughout the 20* century, the Pan Burying Ground continued to receive a modest number of interments.
It is gtill open to burids, and the 1.8-acre undevdoped parcd a the west end is now being reedied for
cametery expandon.

While the main part of the burying ground remains well preserved, portions of both this property and the
aurrounding area have felt the impact of some mgjor evants of the 20* century. The 1938 hurricane did
much damege throughout Bolton. In addition to the trees it felled dong the grassed strip between the front

wall and the road, (see Photo A) there were undoubtedly others logt within the cemetery walls, and some
resulting damegeto the markers. Main Street/Route 117 was widened in 1954, taking part of the front strip
of cametery land for pavement and drainage. Inthe early 1960s after the end of the period of significance
for the nomination. Interstate Route 495 was built north to south through Bolton just west of the Pen

Burying Ground. Three farmhouses in its path which once formed part of the cemetery's context on the
north dde of the road, including the house of the longtime sexton, Amos Kimmens, were moved or

demalished to meke way for the highway and its interchange with Rte. 117.

In the mid-1990s, the gate highway department resurfaced Route 117 in Bolton, and atraffic light &t the
adjacent 1-49%6 northbound ramp is soon to be congtructed. 1t isto be hoped that the venerable Pan Burying
Ground will betrested with specid care during any futureroad improvements.

Archaeological Significance

Since patterns of ancient Native American settlement and subsistence in Bolton are poorly understood, any

surviving Stes could be significant. Ancient Native American Stes in this area may contribute important
information relating to the loca and regiona importance of Native American settlement in the Asssbet

River drainage and its relationship with Native settlement along the Sudbury River, both of which form the
larger Concord River drainage. Thisinformation can be used to further understand the extent and regiond

(continued)
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importance of Native American sdtlement in the overal Merimack River sygdem.  Ancient Native
American dtes in the vicinity of the Pan Burying Ground may hep define the pattern of Native settlement
in upland arees beyond thefl oodpl ai nsof the mgjor drainages dated above.  Interior upland arees are
underreported in the Bolton locde, indicating that an important part of the regiond and locd Native
American subsgence and settlement system miay be missing in our current database. Ancient Native Stes
in this area can hep to fully define loca and regiona subsstence and settlement modds through time by
contributing examples of dte variability and resource use in the nominated locae.

Higtoric archaeologicad resources described aove may contribute important information related to the
physica, socid, cultural, and economic characterigics of Bolton's early 19* through early 20* century
population. Similar resources may aso contribute important evidence rdated to the design, evolution, use
and maintenance of the Pan Burying Ground. While additional historical reseerch may locate written
records reated to the burying ground, few higoric records ae currently known to exis, making
archaeological resources extremely important in its interpretation.  Archaeological survey and testing may
locate unmarked graves that, when mapped, may contribute important evidence rdaed to accurate
boundaries for the burying ground and buria patterns within its limits. Unmarked graves may aso
contribute evidence that identifies when the burial ground wes first used and where early burids were
located. Archaeologica testing may aso locate sructurd evidence of bans and dheds that would
contribute information relaed to the overal desgn of the burying ground through time and activities and
maintenance conducted within its limits.

Detaled andyds of the contents of marked and unmarked graves may contribute important information
related to the physical, socid, cultural, and economic characteristics of Bolton's population from the early
19" through 20* centuries. Ogeologica sudy of skdetd remans can contribute important information
related to the overal hedth and pathologies characteristic of Bolton's population. Information may exist
that documents how these characteristics changed through time and within different socioeconomic ad
cultural groups. Similar socid, cultural, and economic characteristics may adso be obtained through
detaled andyss of the materiad culture assodiated with individual and groups of graves Coffin hardwere,
clothing, jewelry, and other persond artifacts assodaed with individuals, may contribute important
information related to economic and socid daus and culturd beliefs. Gravestones and assodaed
inscriptions may aso contribute important information rdated to individual and group cultura and religious
beliefs, ethnicity, and gravestone at. Unmarked graves may contribute important information that indicates
how the community trested its less fortunate citizens in death. Paupers indigents, and unknown persons
may have been buried intentionally in unmarked graves in peripherd aress of the burying ground, or in
Specidized aress st addefor this socid group.

(end)
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street & number P.O. Box 278: 663 Main Street telephone 978-779-5022
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA, continued

Verbal Boundary Description
The boundaries of the nominated property are those of Parcd 14 on Town of Bolton Assessor'sMap 40.

Boundary Jugtification
The National Regiger boundaries encompeass the entire 3.3-acre parcd owned by the Town of Bolton as
the Pan Ceametery.
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PHOTOGRAPHS and IMAGES

All photographs of Pan Burying Ground, by Anne Forbes, 2005.

5X 7" photographs

1

2.
3
4

View looking northwest
View looking eest
Seven-chambered tomb, 1839
Barrett family plot

Supplementary 4 x 6" photographs

19.
20.

©
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Double center gate and granite geps

Snglegae

Wes (open) portion with ca 1960s gates, 19*-century granite post (looking north)
Powers Houghton, and Bailey family plots, looking southwest

Brown family plot

. Danid Sawyer family heedgones
. Samud and Lucretia Blood heedsones
. Powersand Carpenter heeddones

Ellen Holman headstone
Nourse family heedstones and monument

. Obdlisk carved by "Nichols, Lowell"
16.
17.

"Linkie" obdisk

Rev. Iszec Allen monument

J. Elbridge and Susen Sawyer gravestone

James and Lucy Hurlbut stone, with broken gravestones
Benjamin W.A. Barry monument and family plot
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PHOTOGRAPHS and IMAGES, cont.
Photocopied images

A. 1938 agoshot after Great Hurricane: looking eest dong road and front wall

(Bolton Historical Society Callection)

Aeria view, 2004

Silas Holman, Untitled plan of the Eagt Burying Ground, n.d.

D. Nathanid Longley. Untitled survey of the West and Eadt Burying Grounds. April 6, 1822,

O w
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission
May 23, 2007

Mr. J. Paul Loether

Nationa Regigter of Historic Haces
Depatment of the Interior

National Pak Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Enclosed plessefind the following nomination form:
Pan Burying Ground, 477 Main ., Bolton (Worcester), MA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes bean signed by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Siate
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 daysbefore the megting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC Ame Forbes conaultant
Chair, Bohon Board of SHedmen
Martha Remington, Balton Higoricd Commission
Chair, Bdton Fanning Boad

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470. Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.gate.mausmhc



