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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The 0ld Post Office Building at the corner of Clinch and Market
Streets in downtown Knoxville is credited to architect Alfred
B. Mullett. VIt was built circa {?69-73 of Tennessee marble in
the Renaissance Revival style.

The building is three stories with fairly straight-fronted walls
excepting the small projection defining the entrance areas.
Rusticated quoins contrast with the smooth surface of the walls.
First floor openings, which are arched with keystones, are joined
by a string course. Second and third story windows in the pro-
jected or entrance areas are treated with a complete entablature
above each; those windows on the recessed surfaces are framed
only in architraves. The roof behind the heavy cornice is not
visible from the street. k\

The west wing, although later in date, is compatible with the
original building. \Petails such as the cornice are simpler.

With few exceptions, interior details have been altered or replaced.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

At the time of its construction in 1869-1873, the Post Office
Building in Knoxville was considered one of the finest struc-
tures in east Tennessee. It is now one of the few early
buildings of distinction preserved in the city.s

A. B. Mullett served as supervising architect for the post
office. Built of Tennessee marble, the building housed the
post office on the first floor, with courtrooms and other
federal offices on the second and third floors. The wing was
added in the early twentieth century. In 1933, the post office
moved to a new building, and presently, the old structure is
used as offices for the Tennessee Valley Authority.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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