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D Site D Structure

D Object
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D Both

Public Acquisition: 
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| | Being Considered

H Occupied

r  i 1 1 . j fj Unoccupied
i   in . r- ] Preservation work

in progress

Ye$:

[~l Restrictedl-J
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1 1 Agricultural 

Q Commercial 

G Educational 
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1 1 Government 

CH Industrial 

D Military 

l~l Museum

Q Park

^] Private Residence

Q Religious

|~| Scientific

l~~| Transportation 

D Other (Specify)

CD Comments

OWNER'S NAME:

Buddy S. Deemer
STREET AND NUMBER:

The Hermitage , Box 148
CITY OR TOWN:

New Castle Delaware
CODE

1O

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Public Building
STREET AND NUMBER:

Rodney Square
CITY OR TOWN:

Wilmington
STATE

Delaware 10

TITLE OF SURVEY:

___Historic American Buildings Survey, #Del~106
DATE OF SURVEY: Federal State [~j County [~] Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Library of Congress
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Washington D.C.



CONDITION
D Excellent H Good Q Fair

(Check One) 

1 1 Deteriorated

(Check One> 

(^ Altered Q Unaltered

Q Ro

D Moved

ns O Unexposed

(Check One) 

|jg Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ("if known) PHYSIC AU APPEARANCE

The Hermitage is a twjD.-sJt.oxyJ9r.ick .structure laid mostly in 
common bond, and is composed of three distinct portions.

The 2%-stpry west wing^ believed to be the oldest, contains a 
center office with two flanking rooms. This is the only section of 
the house that is laid in Flemishlboja^,. The detailing in these 
flanking rooms is rather more ornate than that of the center room; 
all three are belted with chair rails. An interior hall to the east 
is flanked by two staircases that give access to a similarly disposed 
second floor.

The north, or back, portion contains a kitchen with brick segmen- 
tal-arch fireplace and a pantry, with access through an enclosed 
winding stair to servants' quarters above.

The south, or main section, is a three bay, left-entry structure 
with an east-west ridge line, built in 1818. Over the portal is a 
closed-shutter false window that balances the composition of the south 
facade, which is additionally upset by the offset of the two front 
dormers. In the interior, a quarter-circular curved wall separates 
the entry vestibule from the south room. A mahogany paneled door, 
curved to match the wall line, permits access to the south room. 
Unlike the marble mantel in the south room, the north room has a wood 
mantel with Adam detailing and matched chair rails and baseboards. 
Both rooms are edged with shallow cornices. On the third floor of 
the south portion, the attic is finished in plaster over lath.

The Hermitage is shake-roofed with tin at the pitch valleys on 
and the flat "widow walk" section on the roof of the south wing.

rn 
rn

70

C

n 
H

o
z



PERIOD ("Check One or More aa Appropriate)

n Pre-Columbian | Q 16fh Century 

n 15th Century Q 17th Century

18th Century 

19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1801-1818

AREAS OF SI6NI FICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal

n Prehistoric

D Historic 

[~] Agriculture 

[3g Architecture 

D Art 

I 1 Commerce 

| | Communications 

|~1 Conservation

I | Education 

I | Engineering 

I | Industry 

|~| Invention 

I| Landscape

Architecture 

f~l Literature 

Q Military 

Music

D

a 
a 
a

a
n

Political

Religion/Phi, 

losophy

Science

Sculpture

Social/Human­ 

itarian

Theater

Transportation

II Urban Planning 

Q Other (Specify)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In April of 1801, Senatpgc_,3Nicliolas Van Dyke bought 141 acres 
of land near the town of New Castle as a farm and summer retreat for 
his family. He built the present house, apparently in several 
stages,from 1801 to 1818.

Nicholas Van Dyke had built his town house in 1799, directly 
opposite the Amstel House, where he had been born in 1770, son of a 
governor of Delaware. He was graduated with honors from Nassau 
Hall, later Princeton University, and was admitted to the bar in 
1791. His political career commenced in 1799 when he served in the 
Delaware House of Representatives, and continued until his death in 
IB26." After 1816 r he was almost continuously a member of the United 
States Senate.
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"A Day in Old New Castle, 1963"
Biographical and Genealogical History of the State of Delaware.

Vol. I. 1899. 
Eberlein, Harold Donaldson, and Hubbard, Cortlandt V.D. Historic

Houses and Buildings of Delaware. Dover: Public Archives,
1963. 

Sunday Star. June 12, 1949, p. 9.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER

JBL

LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

39 39 51

'LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

75° 34 10

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:
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STATE: CODE COUNTY

STATE: CODE

CODE

Ililllilliiillilliilil
NAME AND TITLE:

Vincent Rogers and Rosemary Troy
ORGAN) ZATION

Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs
DATE

,7/12/72
STREET AND NUMBER:

Hall of Records
CITY OR TOWN:

Dover Delaware 10

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:

National n State Q Local \*f

Name

Title

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology a

Date

Dr. E. Berke

Director, Div. of Historical 
and Cultural Affairs

ATTEST:

eeper of he National Register

Date


