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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Odéon Theater in the small farmin community of Belview in west

central Minnesota was constructed in 190V/with a seating capacity of
7500 It is a well preserved example of a rather simplified rural
een Anne Style Theater.

The building is a single large hall with a stage at its rear
end., Above the wainscoting, the walls and the barrel-vault ceiling.
are sheathed with pressed tin and a large tin "Welcome" adorns the
wall above the stage, Backdrop curtains as well as the stage curtain,
with advertising, used in early twentieth century theaters are
intact,

All original characteristics of the theater have been well
preserved including interior tin walls, barrel-vault ceiling, stage
curtain., Adequate maintenance has been provided through the years to
prevent any serious deterioration.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ~ ~ /

A special act of the 1901 Minnesota Legislature permitted the
small village of Belview to comstruct the Odeon Theater.

Home town talent shows were popular for a half century. Travelling
vaudeville shows were featured regularly for the first two decades
following construction,

e

It became the areas first motion picture house with the coming
of silent films, Through the 20's and 30's double feature events
were stages, usually home-talent or travelling or vaudeville acts,
followed by a film.

Band concerts were regularly conducted by neighboring communities
including the recognized home town "Belview Silver Cornet Band".

Overflow crowds were common., The overflow was often accommodated
in a garage near by and the acts and actors moved between the
audiences,

Basketball became popular in the area in the late 1920's and
stationery seats were made portable to accommodate to permit Belview's
participation in the popular sport.

Theater/cultural centers in Minnesota's small communities were
normally combined with a business. The Odeon was a departure from
the usual and is one of few such centers retaining its historic
integrity.
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8. Significance

Architecturally, the Odeon Theater is the finest extant example 53
-in Redwood County and is one of the finest such buildings in south-

It is truly representative of a type of building
which, once commonplace in the architectural and social composition of
nineteenth and early twentieth century rural communities, has all but
disappeared, Its simple hall-plan made it important and continues

‘western Minnesota,

to serve as a multifunctional asset to the community,

for historic preservation,

It has retained
its design integrity and function, and therefore merits high priority
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