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The Steinegger Lodging House is significant for its architecture and for its re-
lation to Phoenix commerce between 1889 and 1935.

In terms of architecture, the building was constructed in 1889 with a symmetrical
three-bay facade and central entry. To the left of the central entry are the

hotel Tobby and waiting room. To the right of the entry is a room utilized as

a bar. Behind the front rooms on the first floor and on the second floor, in-
dividual lodging rooms are located. The use of these spaces (lobby, waiting

room, bar, and lodging rooms) has not changed since the building was erected in
1889. It is the oldest continually occupied hotel in Phoenix. The massing, scale,
and interior utilization are identical to when the building was constructed. For
this reason, the building is significant as the only survivor of nineteenth century
commercial hotel architecture in Phoenix.

In 1911, the building was extended to the south. This change was caused by a
rising demand for hotel space in Phoenix due to increased urban growth during the
1920's and 1930's. The completion of Roosevelt Dam in 1911 ushered in a new era
of prosperity for Salt River Valley farmers and businessmen. Many new migrants
flocked to the Valley of the Sun, as it was commonly known, to pursue ventures

in agriculture and industry. These newcomers needed a place to stay, and the’
Steinegger Lodging House served them well. The 1911 addition did not alter the
appearance of the building as it consisted simply of placing additional rooms to
the rear of the structure. The Victorian plan and design of the building remained,
as they do to this day. '

Sometime in the 1930's, probably in 1935 based on design elements, the front facade
of the building was remodeled. This consisted of the application of stucco to the
upper portion of the building, the application of black Carrera glass to the door
surrounds of the central entry and the window surrounds of the central Tobby, and
the application of ceramic tile to the facade of the bar portion of the front
facade. These changes are consistent with stylistic treatments common in the
1930's and represent a type of construction common to that era. The 1935 re-
modeling of the building is representative of the Moderne influence in Phoenix.

The application of stucco modernized the building for the 1930's time period; -
however, the essential elements of the Victorian facade remain intact. The em-
phasis on the central bay remains, and the projecting brick piers still emphasize
the vertical facade dimensions and heavy cornice lines typical of late nineteentn
century commercial architecture. The one-over-one window sash and projecting
Tintels also remain. Other than the stucco, the architectural design of the
facade still relates strongly to its Victorian era appearance.

The 1930's alterations retain their integrity of workmanship, feeling, and associ-
ation. Their application does not appreciably alter the perception of the build-
ing, because they are compatible with the use of the structure. These alterations
have now, in the fifty-year span of time since their completion, achieved signifi-
cance in their own right.
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Circa 1940, a small addition was placed to the south end of the building. As with
the 1911 addition, this change was tied to increased economic growth in Arizona
during a period of prosperity. World War II caused an influx of residents, lured
by jobs in defense industries and agriculture. This 1940 addition is not visible
from the street and is in keeping with the size, scale, and use of the building.

In the context of Phoenix, the Steinegger Lodging House is a rare surviving ex-
ample of proportionality, scale, and massing of the Victorian period. Only one
other building, the 1885 Frye building, remains relatively intact from this period.
The Steinegger Lodging House is therefore a significant example of Victorian era
architecture in Phoenix. Although modified, it still retains its essential de-
sign characteristics.









