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For NPS use only 
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i 2 

historic Monument .Square Hi s tn r i r DistricJL-

and or common 

2. Location 
street & number Various addresses on Monument Square: 

See D i s t r i c t Data Sheet  
city, town Boston (Charlestown) N/A vicinity of 

- ^ / p o i tor publication 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Middlesex S. 

3. Classification 
Category 

X district 
building(s) 
structure 
site 
object 

Ownership 
public 
private 
both 

Publ ic Acqu is i t ion 
. j ^ i n process 

being considered 

Status 
X- occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
X- yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 

X educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name Various owners: See attached l i s t . 

street & number N/A 

city, town N/A N/A vicinity of state N/A 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Middlesex County rnnrthmise- a f t e r 1974 Suffolk County Courthouse 

street & number 40 Thorndike Street: Pf^rnhf^rrnn .Sqnar>̂  

city, town Cambridge 
Boston 

state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title None has this property Ijeen determined eligible? yes x no 

date federal state county local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 
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streetscapes have been maintained. Several roof lines have been altered 
and cffie building was r ^ u i l t in the 1890s, but i t s materials and 
proportions were maintained. -

I t is for reasons of high quali ty construction, arrangement and state of 
preservation that the d i s t r i c t is distinguished from the surrounding area 
which tends to be of smaller, more modest masonry buildings on smaller 
lo t s . 

The buildings are described in numerical address order, running in a 
counter clockwise directicai around the monument. 

1 Monument Square Avenue 1850 

This modest four story brick Greek Revival row house is set back the 
required ten feet from the sidewalk, but l i ke the f i r s t row house to be 
bu i l t on the Square, i t retained one l o t for a side garden. Three bays 
wide with a side hal l plan, t±e house has a recessed door with a simple, 
pedimented surround. Like most of the other Greek Revival and Italianate 
houses, i t s high granite basemait allows for an a i t ry stoop, Windows, 
graduated in l o ig th , have plain limestone l i n t e l s . Star rods stud the 
Winthrop Street elevation. The house was extended c. 1885; the roofl ine 
may have been altered and the copper dentilled cornice added then. Ihe 
addition features brownstone s i l l s and l i n t e l s and stained glass windows. 
(Figure 1) 

2 Monument Square Avenue 1853 " v,, , 

This early Italianate row house bu i l t by A. Brcwn is four stories on a 
h i ^ granite basement. Three bays wide with a f l a t roof and a side hal l 
plan, i t is set back from the l ine of the street. Like i t s Greek Revival 
neighbor, an iron foice on granite foundations edges the plot . A double 
leafed door and transom are recessed under a heavy brownstone Italianate 
surround v^ich s u f ^ r t s a wooden o r i e l . Arched brownstone l in te l s on 
scrol ls , footed s i l l s , and a heavy bracketed cornice are typical of h i ^ 
style row house construction of this period. (Figure 2) 

Continued 
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4 Monument Square Avenue 1861-1862 

This four story brick I t a l i a n a t e row house with slate mansard roof was 
b u i l t f o r William Carlton. One of the few houses on the Square to be 
planned with an extra l o t f or a garden (#6 i s another), i t retains the 
brownstone foundation of a surrounding fence. Three bays wide with a 
side h a l l plan, the house has an entrance reached by a long f l i g h t of 
brownstone s t a i r s . The double door and high transom are set behind a 
unique portico whose oval openings at the side and round shoulders at 
the f r o n t are formed of deeply molded, slender brownstone work. The 
arched motif i s repeated i n the graduated windows which have footed 
s i l l s . An o r i e l above the portico and dormer windows of the mansard 
are t y p i c a l of domestic work of t h i s period. The rusticated 
brownstone basement and heavy copper cornice add to the d i s t i n c t i o n of 
the house. (Figure 2) 

5 Monument Square Avenue 1856 

This four story, f l a t - r o o f e d I t a l i a n a t e row house was b u i l t f o r James 
Lee. Like i t s neighbors, i t i s three bays wide with a side h a l l plan 
and i s set back from the street behind an iron fence. The brick 
building i s trimmed with brownstone which i s used i n abundance f o r the 
long f l i g h t of s t a i r s , rusticated basement, quoins and the unusual 
f r i e z e carved with leaves and rosettes. The high arched double door 
i s set under a heavy I t a l i a n a t e hood with carved s c r o l l s . Segmentally 
arched windows, an o r i e l , and a deep cornice are other features which 
convey the p l a s t i c i t y of the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e . (Figure 2) 

6-7 Monument Square Avenue 1847 

These two 3 1/2 story Greek Revival row houses were the f i r s t to be 
b u i l t a f t e r the laying out of Monument Square. They were constructed 
i n 1846-47 f o r Charlestown Mayor George Washington Warren and 
i n d u s t r i a l i s t Peter Hubbell. The pair's setback from the street was 
universally adopted, but not i t s use of an extra l o t as a side garden. 
The structures conceived as an integrated composition are of fi n e 
brick with brownstone tr i m and granite basements. The nearly 
symmetrical facade of the unevenly divided houses i s distinguished by . 

Continued 
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t r i p l e bow windows. Set between them are shallow pedimented door 
surrounds which d i f f e r s l i g h t l y : #6 i s recessed with s i d e l i g h t s and 
transom, #7 has an Eastlake style door nearly flush with i t s 
p i l a s t e r s . Fenestration i s graduated; long f i r s t f l o o r windows are 
pedimented, those of the upper 6/6 windows have p l a i n l i n t e l s . A wide 
brownstone and copper cornice extends across the facade. The slate 
gable roof i s broken by small dormers and i t s gables are linked by 
t a l l chimneys. Number 7 i s capped by an I t a l i a n a t e cupola, octagonal ' 
i n plan. The house i s distinguished by p a r t i c u l a r l y f i n e i r o n work: a 
fence, two delicate narrow balconies on the facade and one at the 
side, f i r s t f l o o r window g r i l l e s and the ornate baluster, r a i l and 
stoop ornament of the granite s t a i r s . The'fine workmanship, d e t a i l s 
and proportions of t h i s set of houses, t h e i r i n t e g r i t y of materials 
and design, make th i s a fi n e example of the high s t y l e , Greek Revival 
row house. (Figure 3) 

8 Monument Square Avenue 1848 

This Greek Revival brick row house, side h a l l i n plan, was o r i g i n a l l y 
3 1/2 stories high but has been r e b u i l t to four s t o r i e s . I t s o r i g i n a l 
roof mirrored #6-7 which i t followed one year l a t e r . The three bay 
structure has a trabeated door surround i n brownstone with p i l a s t e r s 
supporting a simple, deep entablature. I t s recessed double door i s 
i n t a c t . Considerably less r i c h i n d e t a i l than #6-7 i t has brownstone 
s i l l s but brick l i n t e l s . Massive granite fence posts which resemble 
the forms of the Bunker H i l l Monument survive. (Figure 4) 

9 Monument Square Avenue 1890 

This four story row house with brownstone t r i m , b u i l t as i n f i l l by 
archi t e c t William Wright, respects the t r a d i t i o n s of Monument Square 
i n i t s setback, pocket garden, ir o n fence and building materials of 
brick and brownstone t r i m . The arched, recessed door surround of 
brownstone r e f l e c t s the influence of Romanesque Revival s t y l e , though 
the splayed brick l i n t e l s topped with brownstone are Colonial Revival. 
Fully one half of the facade i s occupied by an octagonal bay window 
clad i n copper with panelled spandrels. I t i s supported, l i k e that of 
i t s much e a r l i e r neighbor at 9A, on brownstone brackets above the high 
basement. A corbeled cornice finishes the nearly f l a t roof. This 
b u i l d i n g , l a t e r i n style than i t s neighbors, and erected f o r four 
families rather than one, i s nevertheless well integrated i n t o the 
domestic environment of the Square. (Figure 4) 

Continued 
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9A Monument Square Avenue 1858 

This four story brick I t a l i a n a t e row house i s set back, l i k e i t s 
neighbors, from the l i n e of the street and i s reached by a f l i g h t of 
s t a i r s . Side h a l l i n plan, i t has a segmentally arched transom above 
a wide double door. A bow window r i s i n g four stories i s supported 
above the high granite basement on a bracket. A narrow balcony with 
o r i g i n a l ornate cast i r o n work i s placed under the long narrow windows 
of the piano nobile. A bracketed cornice finishes the f l a t roof of 
the l i v e l y , urban I t a l i a n a t e dwelling. (Figure 5) 

10,11,12,13 Monument Square 1857 

These four row houses were planned and b u i l t by J.S. Small who was 
also responsible f o r those at 25, 26, 27 and 28 Monument Square. They 
were planned as a coherent u n i t i n the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e , and are 
framed by quoins at numbers 10 and 13. After 1892 #11 was r e b u i l t , 
breaking the unity. The four story brick structures are set on 
granite basements, are two bays wide and trimmed with paired wood 
brackets at the cornice, segmentally arched window hoods and two story 
high bay windows, each of which d i f f e r s s l i g h t l y . The entry doors are 
recessed behind round arches which are framed by rusticated brickwork. 
Following the 1839 deed r e s t r i c t i o n s , the group i s set back from the 
l o t l i n e behind granite s t a i r s and fence foundations. (Figure 6) 

14 Monument Square Avenue 1868 

This corner brick row house with brownstone t r i m i s I t a l i a n a t e i n 
st y l e under a slate mansard roof which displays the vestiges of a 
polychrome scheme. Three stories high on a rusticated brownstone 
basement, the house has a shallow rectangular bay window which ends i n 
a mansard tower. Side h a l l i n plan, the house's door surround 
features a low entablature punctuated by a keystone, and carved double 
doors topped by a segmentally arched f a n l i g h t . Fenestration shows a 
vari e t y of forms: brownstone i s used for cornice hoods, arched 
surrounds, and f l a t l i n t e l s ; brick for arched surrounds. Set back from 
the s t reet behind the remainder of a cast ir o n fence, i t i s reached by 
a long f l i g h t of brownstone s t a i r s . The house was b u i l t for Hamilton 
Bank of Boston cashier Sampson Stoddard Blanchard. (Figure 6) 

Continued 
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15 Monument Square 18 69 

This three story Mansard style brick row house occupies a corner l o t 
which i t uses to advantage by displaying quoins on i t s prominent 
corner. The house i s three bays wide and i t s entrance i s recessed 
behind an ornately carved brownstone surround composed of panelled 
p i l a s t e r s and an I t a l i a n a t e hood. Window surrounds of the south 
facade are brownstone with cornice hoods and o r i e l s on t h i s and the 
Lexington Street facade. The house i s set back the required ten feet 
behind a cast iron fence on granite foundations and i s reached by a 
granite stoop. The house was b u i l t for Samson Warren who bought the 
l o t from Oliver Everett who li v e d next door. (Figure 7) 

16 Monument Square Avenue 1854 

This four story, three bay, brick row house, which i s side h a l l i n 
plan, was b u i l t i n 1854 by Boston architect N. J. Bradlee i n a 
restrained Greek Revival s t y l e . Set on a high granite basement,.this 
was the f i r s t house on the north side of the Square and i s set back 
the required ten feet from the street l i n e . Carefully proportioned and 
with simple d e t a i l i n g , the building has long narrow windows on the 
piano nobile emphasized by a cast iron balcony. The simple door 
surround and window l i n t e l s are i n brownstone. A brick stringcourse 
and corbelled cornice under a f l a t roof complete the rather austere 
composition. The house was b u i l t for Mrs. William Buddington and her 
husband Reverend Buddington, pastor of the F i r s t Church, Charlestown. ̂  
(Figure 7) 

17, 18 Monument Square Avenue 1862 ". 

Numbers 17 and 18 were b u i l t on speculation as a pair by master 
builder John B. Wilson, who also constructed the adjacent houses at 19 
and 21 Monument Square. The robust I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e houses are four 
stories high, three bays wide with a side h a l l plan, and share the 
f l a t roof, continuous bracketed cornice, granite-faced basement and 
granite fence foundations. The cast i r o n fence posts of #17 remain to 

Continued 
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indicate the o r i g i n a l . The houses d i f f e r i n d e t a i l i n g : i n the 
ornateness of the segmentally arched hood window l i n t e l s , the long 
second f l o o r windows and cast ir o n balcony of #17, the shape of the 
second f l o o r o r i e l s and i n the door surrounds. Both surrounds are of 
brownstone with paneled p i l a s t e r s supporting scrolled hoods, but that 
at #17 i s deeply recessed, and the shape of the transom d i f f e r s . 
Number 17 was purchased by Nathaniel F. Frothingham a ship broker, and 
#18 was soon bought by Charles Merriam, Jr. a dry goods merchant i n 
Boston. (Figure 8) 

19, 20, 21 Monument Square Avenue 18 62 

These three brick row houses were constructed by master builder John 
B. Wilson who built the adjacent pair, #17 and 18, the same year. 
Three stories high with a mansard roof, the Italianate style houses 
stand on high granite basements. They are three bays wide with side 
hall plans, are trimmed in brownstone and have segmentally arched 
wooden dormers in the belleast roof. The repetitively planned units 
differ slightly in detail. Brownstone door surrounds feature paneled 
pilasters and hoods on brackets, but transoms and oriels have > 
different shapes. The center house has a more closely spaced 
bracketed cornice, its facade displays star tie rods, and its mortar 
joints are recessed. (Figure 9) T^-'J"'^'' 

22 Monument Square Avenue 1874 

This three story brick row house was b u i l t for granite dealer F.L. 
Gilman, who used generous amounts of the stone f o r i t s ornamentation: 
quoins, stringcourses, incised door surround and window l i n t e l s , and 
heavy braces for the second f l o o r o r i e l of the facade. Eclectic i n 
s t y l e . Panel Brick, Eastlake and Mansard Style elements are fused with 
energy. The corner s i t e i s used to display another o r i e l nearly as 
ornate as that of the facade, the patterned slate mansard roof with 
paneled chimney, turreted and pedimented dormers. The massive Gothic 
fence i s the only one e n t i r e l y of granite on Monument Square. (Figure 
10) 

:"i ' y-'̂ t: . , Continued • 
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23, 24 Monument Square Avenue 1886 

These two Colonial Revival brick row houses were b u i l t i n 1886 by the 
distinguished Boston ar c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m of Cabot and Chandler. Well 
integrated i n scale and material with t h e i r older neighbors, the units 
benefit from sophisticated handling of f a m i l i a r design elements. The 
four story, three bay structures have ajacent entrances united by an 
oversized brownstone voussoir l i n t e l which continues across the en t i r e 
facade. Two brownstone watertables, one forming f i r s t f l o o r window 
s i l l s , reinforce the horizontal l i n e s . The Colonial Revival door 
surrounds have oversized multipane transoms' and wide s i d e l i g h t s . 
Symmetrically placed three story paneled copper o r i e l s break the two 
copper cornices with pediments; they are viewed against the modified 
mansard slate roof. These buildings are among the few which do not 
have f r o n t gardens or raised f r o n t doors. They nevertheless respect 
the set back. (Figure 11) 

25, 26, 27 Monument Square 1866-1869 

These three I t a l i a n a t e row houses were b u i l t by J. S. Small f o r 
William and Betsy Kent, Charles Thompson and Liverus H u l l . A fourth 
u n i t , now gone, at #28 was b u i l t f o r Isaac Redfield. The bow f r o n t , 
brick row houses are four stories i n height and are set on high 
granite basements. Their f l a t roofs are finished by a heavily molded 
cornice set on paired brackets. Number 25 retains i t s o r i g i n a l door 
surround with f l u t e d wooden corinthian columns supporting an arched 
portico with turned drop t r i m . The double doors which are o r i g i n a l at 
#26 and 27 are set beneath a transom and are reached by granite steps. 
Cast iron f o l i a t e r a i l i n g s border the steps and cast iron balconies 
(missing at #26) are placed under long piano nobile windows, repeating 
those at the f i r s t houses on the Square at #6 and 7. Segmentally 
arched cornice window hoods provide additional ornament to the facade 
surface. (Figure 12) •' - . ' • 
2-4 Concord Street 1840s ^ ^ " * 

This i s a Greek Revival double house of frame construction unique to 
Monument Square. I t i s 2 1/2 stories i n height, six bays wide and has 
adjacent, recessed entries. I t has a gable roof topped by an 
octagonal monitor above two pedimented dormers. A wide d e n t i l l e d 
f r i e z e makes returns i n the gable ends to form pediments. There are 
wide cornerboards with reveals and a watertable for t r i m . The entries 
have entablature surrounds resting on broad p i l a s t e r s . Doors are 
flanked by f u l l length s i d e l i g h t s . Window sash i s 6/6. This house 
was occupied by Phineas Stone; he and his family may have been i t s 
f i r s t owners. Continued 
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29 Monument Square 1895-1901 

This apartment building follows the pattern of single family dwellings 
on Monument Square by being of br i c k , three stories i n height, and by 
having a bay fro n t facade with a side entry. I t occupies the en t i r e 
width of the block, however, with arched entries and two metal o r i e l s 
on i t s length. S t y l i s t i c a l l y eclectic and modest i n d e t a i l , the 
build i n g i s a combination of Queen Anne and Romanesque Revival motifs 
adapted to the apartment block. In 
1901 i t was owned by Walter Nash fo r whom i t may have been b u i l t . 
(Figure 14) 

30 Monument Square 1907 

The Charlestown High School i s a four story granite block b u i l d i n g 
which becomes f i v e stories on the north facade where Breed's H i l l 
slopes away. I t was designed and b u i l t by the Boston a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
f i r m Stickney and Austin between 1902-1907 and occupies the ent i r e 
corner block at the northwest corner of the Square. I t s Neo-Classical 
st y l e was s p e c i f i c a l l y chosen by the Boston Schoolhouse Department to 
harmonize with the classical Greek design of the monument and i t s 
adjacent lodge. The facade i s eleven bays wide and the central seven 
bays are s l i g h t l y recessed behind engaged columns which r i s e two 
stories i n height. An i n s c r i p t i o n across the facade of the school 
gives the date of the f i r s t High School on the s i t e , 18 48, and that of 
t h i s building i t s successor, 1907. A clock and a compass rose fu r t h e r 
ornament the facade together with anthemion acroteria at the roof l i n e 
repeating that at the Bunker H i l l Monument Lodge. (Figure 15) 

31, 32 Monument Square Avenue 1879 

These two High Victorian Gothic brick row houses were b u i l t by 
arc h i t e c t Lewis Weissbein f o r restaurant owner and brewery agent 
Joseph Gahn and Rabetta Gahn. Three and f i v e bays wide, the houses 
have a continuous corbelled and checkered brick cornice which runs 
beneath t h e i r f l a t roof. Ornamental brickwork, now mainly covered, i s 
also seen i n the sawtoothed stringcourses. Brownstone i s extensively 
used i n the continuous s i l l s and segmentally arched l i n t e l s of the 
f i r s t and second f l o o r s . The f i r s t f l o o r l i n t e l s have been removed, 
but the brownstone rosettes remain. Slate roofed o r i e l s on paired 
braces are placed over the entries. Their o r i g i n a l appearance i s 
retained at #31 with i t s s c r o l l s , bosses, brackets, and cresting 

•t pieces. The double doors under large transoms are reached by 
brownstone s t a i r s . The cast iron fence i s now only p a r t i a l l y i n t a c t . 
(Figure 16) 

*^ontinued 
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33 Monument Square Avenue 1896 

This three story brick Colonial Revival row house was b u i l t by 
arc h i t e c t G.H. Maynard f o r Josephine H. Maynard. Similar to #29 which 
was b u i l t at nearly the same time, i t s side entrance i s at street 
l e v e l . Beneath a f l a t roof the house i s dominated by an inset three 
story shallow bow window with paneled wooden spandrels. I t s door 
surround i s composed of an e l l i p t i c a l fan with bricks l a i d as 
voussoirs. The keystone above the door is*'of rock-faced granite, 
which i s also used for s i l l s and l i n t e l s i n the brick portion. The 
double door with i t s arched glass panels may have been reused from 
another house. (Figure 17) 

34, 34A, 35, 36 Monument Square Avenue 1902 

These four Neo-Georgian style units were b u i l t by F. A. Norcross i n 
1902. The brick structures with cast stone t r i m are s i m i l ar i n 
design, but d i f f e r i n form and height. A l l are on high basements: #36 
is a four story apartment bu i l d i n g , numbers 35, 34 and 34A are three 
stories high. The f i r s t i s four bays wide; the rest are f i v e bays. 
A l l have f l a t roofs, but #35 and 36 have ornate bracketed cornices, 
while the others have p l a i n cornices, possibly replacing the 
o r i g i n a l s . Windows are treated with continuous l i n t e l s of cast stone. 
In t h e i r pedimented or segmentally arched centers are shields 
surrounded with scrollwork. This motif i s repeated over the double 
doors with high transoms. These buildings, the l a s t b u i l t on the 
Square, r e f l e c t a more modest standard of design, materials and 
construction. (Figure 18) 

37-38 Monument Square c.1800 

This i s one of only three frame buildings on the Square as High Street 
was not under the Monument Square deed r e s t r i c t i o n s of 1839. With the 
exception of a brick party wall v i s i b l e on the north facade, the house 
has e n t i r e l y new surface finis h e s . On a corner l o t , the building i s 
entered on Pleasant Street but was o r i g i n a l l y a two family house with 
back-to-back u n i t s , the second u n i t now butted against #39. 
Proportions are unusual. The Pleasant Street facade has f i v e bays 
with a central entrance. A l l three stories have uniform size openings 
with 6/6 sash. O r i g i n a l l y a hip or gable roof, a f l a t I t a l i a n a t e roof 
with eaves on paired brackets was raised i n the 1850s-70s. This 
change has altered the o r i g i n a l proportions of the building which 

Continued 



NPS Fonn 10-900-1 OMB No. 1024-0018 
CM2) Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior y^«p„„. 
National Park Service For NPS use only 

National Register of Historic Places received v^^/^ 
Inventory—Nomination Form dateentered 

•Hi 
Monument Square, Char lestown, 

Continuation sheet (Bo.qtnn). MA Item numtier 7 Page 

would have been Federal i n s t y l e . Brick foundations indicate that 
t h i s house as well as that at #47-47A was moved to i t s present 
location, perhaps when Monument Square was opened. The house i s fl u s h 
with the sidewalk and an addition extends down Pleasant Street. 
(Figure 19) ^r^ 

39 Monument Square 1875 

This High Victorian Gothic building was designed by the v e r s a t i l e 
Boston arc h i t e c t Arthur H. Vinal who was responsible l a t e r as City 
Architect f o r the Bunker H i l l Monument Lodge i n 1902. This i s the 
most decoratively active building on the Square. I t i s two and a half 
stories high above a high basement and has a slate covered mansard 
roof. I t i s brick with limestone watertable and four stringcourses 
which form the l i n t e l s and s i l l s of the bay f r o n t facade. High 
Vic t o r i a n Gothic are the use of mosaic t i l e insets, corbelled b r i c k 
panels, and tarred bricks i n a checkerboard pattern. A pair of 
engaged buttresses incised with Gothic rosettes and t r e f o i l s frame the 
recessed entry. Although deed r e s t r i c t i o n s f o r t h i s side of the 
Square did not e x i s t , #39 as well as i t s neighbors at #40 and 41 
conformed to them. (Figure 19) , 

40 Monument Square 1860-1861 

Three and a half stories above a high basement, t h i s brick row house 
has a f l a t rather than the usual bay window facade. A central metal 
o r i e l at the second f l o o r adds r e l i e f as do the modest I t a l i a n a t e 
cornice l i n t e l s of brownstone, the oval arched door surround and the 
pedimented dormers. A slate mansard roof i s l a i d i n a fishscale 
pattern. This house and i t s neighbors at #39 and 41 are set back from 
the l o t l i n e to carry out the appearance of the rest of the Square. 
George A. Whiting bought the l o t for t h i s house i n 1860 presumably as 
an investment as he li v e d at #42. (Figure 20) 

Continued 
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41 Monument Square 1869 

B u i l t f o r Abram E. Cutter, t h i s i s a three and a half story brick row 
house with I t a l i a n a t e brownstone trim set on a high basement of 
brownstone blocks. I t s f l a t facade i s divided by a stringcourse 
between the f i r s t and second stories and a brownstone f r i e z e beneath a 
slate mansard roof with two dormers. This i s one of three buildings on 
the block to maintain the setback dictated f o r the other sides of the 
Square. (Figure 20) 

43 Monument Square 1912 

The Charlestown Public Library building was designed by the Boston 
Public Library's Supervising Architects Fox & Gale i n Neo-Classical 
s t y l e . I t i s a three story brick building with cast stone t r i m . Five 
bays wide, i t has two side entrances on Monument Square Avenue> three 
arched window surrounds on the second story and three trabeated 
surrounds on the t h i r d f l o o r . A prominent modillioned cornice i s 
s l i g h t l y pedimented. The building makes d i r e c t reference to the other 
public building on the Square, the Charlestown High School, i n i t s use 
of three zones of brickwork and a central section with engaged 
columns. Inset brick panel work refers to #39 and the building's 
location f l u s h with the sidewalk matches i t s neighbor on the opposite 
corner. (Figure 21) 

45-46 Monument Square 1895 

This b u i l d i n g departs from most of those on Monument Square as i t i s a 
frame building set fl u s h with the sidewalk, similar only to #37-38, a 
much e a r l i e r b u i l d i n g . I t was constructed by architect Joseph Robbins 
for Joseph and J.L. Brown. James B. Maynard was the builder. This 
side of the Square was not under the deed r e s t r i c t i o n s of the other 
three streets, but most builders followed those r e s t r i c t i o n s to 
maintain a uniform appearance. The multifamily building i s three 
stories i n height, has a f l a t roof and i s Queen Anne i n s t y l e . I t has 
two story o r i e l s on the north and west facades, an Eastlake styl e 
incised f r i e z e at cornice level and consoles supporting an o r i e l over 
the central entry. Panelled hoods form the window surrounds. (Figure 
22) 
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47- 47A Monument Square mid-18th century ? 

This i s a two and a half story frame Georgian house with a gambrel 
roof c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the s t y l e . One bay deep, the house i s four 
bays wide with additions on the west and south. Evidence that the 
house was moved to t h i s s i t e i s provided by the brick and granite 
foundations and by maps of t h i s area which show no building on the 
s i t e before Monument Square was developed. I t a l i a n a t e additions to 
the house are the pedimented dormers and the door hood on the north 
facade. (Figure 22) 

48- Monument Square 1860-1861 ~--

This i s a three and a half story brick Mansard s t y l e house on a high 
basement. I t has a brownstone watertable, stringcourses, I t a l i a n a t e 
window l i n t e l s , and hooded entry on consoles. A small o r i e l at the 
second story on the west facade, and dormers on two sides enliven the 
bow f r o n t building. This building and i t s neighbors at #49 and 50 
respect the building setback established by the deed r e s t r i c t i o n s f o r 
the other three sides of the Square. 
I t was b u i l t f o r Isaac P.T. Edmands who bought the l o t i n 1860. 
(Figure 23) 

49 Monument Square 1861-62 : 

Similar to i t s neighbor at #48, t h i s i s a three and a half story 
brownstone building with a mansard roof. Stringcourses on the two 
buildings are carried at the same l e v e l , but the t r i m at #49 i s more 
delicate. The f i r s t story stringcourse i s carved i n t o f l o r a l 
wreathing and twisted rope molding outlines the arched entry. Rope 
molding appears again at the polygonal second story o r i e l . As are the 
buildings at #48 and 50, t h i s house i s set back from the sidewalk i n 
an e f f o r t to maintain the uniformity of the rest of the Square. 
I t was b u i l t f o r Francis Thompson who bought the l o t i n 1861. (Figure 
23) 

. ; • h' Continued 
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50 Monument Square 1866-1867 . 

This four story br ick corner building i s an expanded version of 
Monument Square's bow front row house dwell ings. Four bays wide, 
rather than the usual three, the building lo s t i t s mansard roof in the 
1890s and was extended to the south to become a multifamily dewll ing, 
as were several other corner buildings on the Square. Remaining from 
i t s o r i g i n a l appearance i s the high qual i ty water struck br ick facade 
with ornate brownstone hoods on consoles over three of the f i r s t f loor 
bays. The hoods together with segmentally arched l i n t e l s on the 
second f loor are motifs adapted from I t a l y ' s p a l a z z i . Although th i s 
side of the Square was not bound by deed r e s t r i c t i o n s of the other 
three s ides , i t s bui lder conformed to the guidel ines and the house i s 
set back from the s tree t behind a fence- l ined p lo t . I t was b u i l t for 
James Dana who bought the lot in 1866. (Figure 23) 

ARCHAEOLOGY ' • 

Due to the considerable regrading that took place between 1839 and 1848, followed by 
bui ld ing a c t i v i t y through the 1890s, archaeological f indings predating th is period 
arenot l i k e l y . Original l ines of the redoubt of the 1775 ba t t l e are possibly 
reconstructable wi th the use of maps and records of the Revolutionary War; however, 
they run through the urban area. Occupation-related features may survive in the 
yards of many of the dwellings wi th in the d i s t r i c t , and these would help to document 
Charlestown's changing social and cu l tu ra l character during the l as t hal f of the 
19th century. 

Archaeological invest igat ion has demonstrated that s i gn i f i can t components of the 
innovative engineering system used for construct ing the monument survive (Mahlstedt 
1981). 



8. Significance Monument Square, Boston (Charlestown) Massachusetts 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 

. 1600-1699 
1700-1799 

-OC^ 1800-1899 
_ X - 1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify beiow 
archeology-prehistoric X community planning X landscape architecture religion 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

Speci f ic dates 1839-1912 

conservation 
economics 
education 

_ engineering 
exploration settlement 
industry 
invention 

Builder Arch i tec t V a r i o u s 

law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics government 

science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 

X- other (specify) 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Monument Square Historic District retains integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials, feeling, workmanship and association. The district is an 
important collection of 19th century row houses whose construction was planned 
as a high quality urban development by the Bunker Hill Monument Association. 
The district is on the site of the Revolutionary War Battle of Bunker Hill of 
June 17, 1775. Sale of building lots in 1839 on the preserved battlefield, an 
idea long resisted, was to finance completion of the monument. The sale was a 
compromise which reduced the preserved battleground from 15 acres to a plot 
400' X 417' in exchange for the completion of the 220' tall obelisk. The 
faith that grand public monuments were a means of sustaining patriotic values 
was a factor in this decision, as was the sheer nec;*'ssity of concluding a 
project which had far outstripped its original estimated costs. The row 
houses which went up were inspired by those on Beacon Hill, were somtimes 
architect designed, and were built under deed restrictions which aimed to keep 
the area residential or institutional and the buildings substantial. The 
Square has also been the place of residence of six mayors of Charlestown and 
of other women and men of importance. The Monument Square Historic District 
has local and national significance, and meets criteria A, B and C for listing 
to the National Register of Historic Places. 

Charlestown was settled a year before Boston, in 1629. On July 4, 1629 Prince 
Charles of England chartered the settlement as an independent town and named 
it after himself. The original grant included what is now Maiden, Woburn, 
Stoneham, Burlington and Somerville, and parts of Medford, Cambridge and 
Reading. In 1630 each household was granted two acres of land for a 
plot and two acres more for each able-bodied man. Native Americans, 
Abergensians, lived in the area, which they called Mishawam, 
relations with the new settlers were relatively peaceful 

house 
the 

and their 
It was the lack of 

fresh water, rather than conflict with the Abergensians, that convinced some 
of the settlers to move to Boston and others to Watertown, leaving a small 
community behind. 

The small community grew to become both a seaport and farming area, and by 
1750, a ferry shuttled passengers and goods between Charlestown and Boston. 
A horse-drawn stage line began at approximately the same time, helping 
Charlestown to become an independent town with close links to Boston. 

Continued 
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By the time of the Revolution, Charlestown with 400 houses was 
prosperous as a seaport on i t s own and s t r a t e g i c a l l y important for i t s 
overview of the Boston Harbor. That i t would become a contested spot 
i n the struggle over control of Boston was almost ine v i t a b l e . What 
was not predictable was the strength of i t s defense by the rebels 
against the B r i t i s h troops. 

In June of 1775 the colonists planned a defense of Charlestown from 
Bunker H i l l , a higher h i l l north of Breed's H i l l . During the night of 
June 16th i t was decided to f o r t i f y and defend Breed's H i l l instead, 
as i t lay closer to Boston and overlooked Copp's H i l l i n the North 
End. Reporters and historians did not pick up the change of location 
u n t i l l a t e r , and i t has always been known as the b a t t l e of Bunker 
H i l l . During the night a force of 1000 to 1500 colonists put up 
breastworks and defended the h i l l the following day with f a r greater 
determination and s k i l l than the B r i t i s h had expected. The colonists 
were forced to re t r e a t when reinforcements were s t a l l e d and t h e i r 
ammunition ran out, but B r i t i s h losses were proportionally much 
greater. One explanation for some of t h e i r bravery was the 
encouragement and s k i l l of General Joseph Warren who s e l f l e s s l y and 
courageously urged the troops on u n t i l he was k i l l e d . 

Although defeated, the colonists were encouraged by t h e i r strength, 
and the b a t t l e was considered a turning point f o r the Revolution. On 
the other hand, Charlestown was largely destroyed and only a handful . 
of buildings are alleged to have survived the f i r e set by red hot 
B r i t i s h cannonballs. One mid 18th century residence is known to have survived the fire: 
i t was moved to its present location at 47 Monument Square in the mid 19th century. 
Within two years people began returning, and three years l a t e r 289 
homes had been b u i l t or r e b u i l t . The reconstruction which took place 
was shown on Peter Tufts' map of 1818 which depicts large detached 
wood or brick houses on an acre or so of land. Gentlemen's estates 
were replacing farms. Pastures covered Breed's H i l l with i t s eastern 
slope mostly used fo r hay and grazing, the west for orchards and 
gardens. 

Meanwhile the b a t t l e f i e l d had not been forgotten. A monument to 
General Warren was put up on the slope of Breed's H i l l i n 1794, and 
v i s i t o r s to the s i t e came i n numbers. Witnesses who could describe 
the f i g h t for t o u r i s t s grew fewer as time passed and when three acres 
of Breed's H i l l owned by James Russell came up for sale, several 

Continued 
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important Boston and Charlestown figures determined that i t should be 
bought up for preservation as an open b a t t l e s i t e . Organized by 
William Tudor, a Boston shipowner and founder of the North American 
Review,a group of prominent men decided the whole b a t t l e f i e l d should . 
be bought and a monument b u i l t at the top of the h i l l . Included 
w i t h i n the group were Daniel Webster, Whig statesman; Dr. John C. 
Warren, nephew of Joseph Warren; George Ticknor and Edward Everett, 
Harvard professors who lat e r founded the Boston Public Library; and 
East India trader Thomas Perkins. Dr. Warren, who founded Harvard's 
Anatomical Theater & Museum, bought the land. He went on to establish 
the New England Journal of Medicine, the Massachusetts Medical College 
and with Dr. James Jackson he founded Massachusetts General Hospital. 
Everett was i n charge of raising money fo r the monument. Plans were . 
always more opti m i s t i c than receipts would warrant, however. 

In 1825 the Bunker H i l l Monument Association was incorporated. The 
same year Solomon Willard was named supervising a r c h i t e c t and work on 
the obelisk was begun. By 1329 i t came to a stop though, f o r lack of 
money. The land had already been mortgaged, yet the monument lay i d l e 
and incomplete for an additional ten years before the Monument 
Association could bring i t s e l f to finance the remainder of the project 
with a land sale. After a free bridge opened connecting Boston and 
Charlestown i n 1836, Breed's H i l l property was increasingly valuable 
for settlement by land-hungry Bostonians, and BHMA o f f i c i a l s decided 
i t was time to s e l l a l l but four acres surrounding the monument for 
r e s i d e n t i a l development. 

The town planning concept chosen f o r development of the land i s 
s i g n i f i c a n t . U n t i l 1835 Charlestown had been a largely r u r a l area, 
with detached houses on at least an acre of land. In that year a row 
of brick townhouses appeared, making what had been u n t i l then a purely 
Boston practice seem prac t i c a l for Charlestown. As the BMHA could 
rea l i z e higher f i n a n c i a l yields from the sale of many small lots than 
from fewer larger ones, the urban model was selected and patterned 
a f t e r Boston's Beacon H i l l . 

In 1839 Samuel Felton and George Parker surveyed the area f o r house 
l o t s . Their plan was based on a scheme drawn up by Solomon Willard i n 
1834. I n Felton's plan the Monument i s centered on a nearly square 
p l o t , which i s bordered by wide streets. Previously e x i s t i n g High 

Continued 
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Street formed the southern boundary and was not offered for sale. 
Streets were symmetrically and a x i a l l y arranged: north-south streets 
were named Concord and Lexington after Revolutionary War b a t t l e s , 
east-west were named Chestnut and Laurel Streets for local trees. 
Chestnut Street was l a t e r extended to the Winthrop Square area. As 
the same number of house lo t s were placed between these streets, l o t 
size varied only s l i g h t l y . 

The plan l a i d out smaller house lots on streets beyond the Square, 
intended for artisans and the middle classes. Those facing the Square 
(l o t s 1 - 4 5 ) were larger and subject to deed r e s t r i c t i o n s . The 
r e s t r i c t i o n s were created to insure the design and maintenance of an 
ornamental square whose architecture would produce a d i g n i f i e d s e t t i n g 
f o r the monument, and whose residents would be s o c i a l l y elevated and 
f i n a n c i a l l y stable. 

The r e s t r i c t i o n s stated that a l l structures were to be residences 
unless b u i l t f o r l i t e r a r y or religious purposes. They were to be of 
masonry, not less than three nor more than four stories high. A l l 
were to be set back ten feet from the street l i n e . Though these 
r e s t r i c t i o n s did much to create a un i f i e d background f o r the monument, 
they did not e n t i r e l y achieve the uniformity of the ideal which was 
pictured i n the catalogue of sale of the l o t s , because building took 
place over a longer period of time than was anticipated. 

With the exception of 8 - 14, bought by the City of Charlestown, and 
35 - 36, bought by the Methodist Episcopal Church, the lots were 
purchased by ind i v i d u a l local c i t i z e n s . Few were b u i l t upon by t h e i r 
o r i g i n a l purchasers, and over the years, several contiguous l o t s were 
assembled by speculative builders. When r e s i d e n t i a l construction came 
to an end i n the f i r s t decade of the twentieth century, nearly half of 
the l o t s had been b u i l t upon by developers. Due to the deed 
r e s t r i c t i o n s which allowed individuation i n d e t a i l , yet ordained 
consistency of building materials, an ensemble was created which was 
at once u n i f i e d and diverse, whether buildings were put up by 
individuals f o r themselves or by developers. House construction was 
delayed u n t i l 1847 due to the extensive grading of the s i t e required 
for level l o t s . Grading had begun i n 1838 to level the h i l l and 
correct the sharp drop-off to the north. 

Continued 
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Two new streets leading to the Square were l a i d out af t e r the o r i g i n a l 
s i t e preparation: l o t s 13 and 14 became B a r t l e t t Street i n 1868, and 
Monument Avenue, f i r s t proposed by the BHMA to complete the ax i a l 
o r i e n t a t i o n i n the 1840s was cut through from High to Warren Streets 
i n 1852. I n 1866 i t was extended to Main Street. " 

When the Bunker H i l l Monument was completed i n July of 1842, i t 
immediately became a popular t o u r i s t a t t r a c t i o n . Fees collected frotn 
v i s i t o r s financed the laying out of walks 'And the handsome granite and 
cast ir o n fence designed by arch i t e c t Isaiah Rogers. 

The f i r s t two houses on the Square were b u i l t as a double house at 
numbers 6 and 7 Monument Square Avenue i n 1847-48 (Figure 3). Number 
7 was the home of community leader George Washington Warren. A 
descendant of the hero of the b a t t l e of Bunker H i l l General Joseph 
Warren, he was a motivating force and president of the BHMA 1847-1875, 
and wrote a history of the Association. He was Mayor of Charlestown 
1847-50, represented Charlestown i n both branches of the l e g i s l a t u r e , 
and was f o r twenty f i v e years a municipal court judge. Warren set a 
high ar c h i t e c t u r a l standard and social tone, which was to dominate the 
Square u n t i l the l a s t years of the twentieth century. 

Peter Hubbell, who b u i l t the adjoining house at #6, was a lawyer who 
opened a p r o f i t a b l e brick yard i n north Cambridge. His bricks were 
shipped to the Charlestown wharves via the Charlestown Branch 
Railroad. Like Warren, he was an active community leader. 

The f i r s t f i v e houses to be b u i l t were erected on the east side of the 
Square; the s i x t h was a pioneer on the north side i n 1854. 
Development of the south, or High Street:, side commenced i n the 1860s. 
Two e a r l i e r frame houses, the late 18th century #37-38 (Figure 39), 
and the e a r l i e r Georgian #47-47A (Figure 22) were probably moved to 
t h e i r sites a f t e r the opening of the Square. On the west, two 
i n s t i t u t i o n s , the Methodist Episcopal Church, and the frame 
Charlestown High School of 1848, and one house (1854) were 
constructed; but t h i s side would not r e a l l y begin to develop, and then 
slowly, u n t i l 1879. 

Between 1847 and 1869, four groups of row houses were constructed by 
two developers and a group of local residents. In a l l , t h i r t y houses 
went up i n the twenty-two years. Among the f i r s t owners were j u s t the 
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wealthy upper class members desired by the BHMA: merchants, lawyers, 
doctors, manufacturers, businessmen, and ministers. The owner of #4 
(Figure 2), William Carlton, was the founder of the Minnesota college 
which was named for him. Number 5 (Figure 2) was the home of James 
Lee, merchant at India Wharf. He served on the School Committee and 
represented the City f o r one term i n the Legislature. Richard 
Frothingham, of an old Charlestown family, l i v e d at #9A (Figure 5). 
In the Legislature f o r f i v e terms, he was a member of the 
Constitutional Convention of 1853, Treasurer of the Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Society, President of the BHMA, and Mayor of Charlestown 
1851-52. An editor on the Boston Post, he was also the author of 
several works of h i s t o r y , among them The History of Charlestown. His 
sis t e r lived at #14 with her husband S.S. Blanchard, cashier of the 
Hamilton Bank. Another Frothingham, a ship broker on Long Wharf l i v e d 
at #17, and l a t e r , s t i l l another li v e d at #2. Number 16 (Figure 7) 
was the home of Rev. William Buddington, pastor of the F i r s t Church of 
Charlestown, and afterwards of Rev. Oliver C. Everett, pastor of the 
Edgeworth Street Chapel and missionary of the Harvard Unitarian. 
Society. Number 22 (Figure 10) was b u i l t f o r granite merchant F.L. 
Gilman. I t s granite fence and expansive granite t r i m must have 
provided valuable advertisement. I t s next resident was Massachusetts 
Surgeon-General Dr. Edward Forester. 

Two mayors of Charlestown l i v e d i n the block put up by builder J.S. 
Small about 1866. The lot s had been owned by neighbors across the 
Square, who probably hired Mr. Small a f t e r he had b u i l t #10-13 (Figure 
6) i n 1857. Number 25 (Figure 12) was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. 
William Kent. He was Mayor of Charlestown i n 1870 and 71, and i t was 
i n his administration that the new City Hall was constructed. Number 
27 was the home of Liverus H u l l , Mayor of Charlestown i n 1867 and 
1868. He was active i n the erection of T r i n i t y Methodist Church, and 
the Winchester Home, of which he was President. Around the corner at 
#2 Concord Street (Figure 24) lived Phineas Stone, seventh Mayor of 
Charlestown. He was a founder of the Charlestown Savings Bank, 
operated a West Indies trading business, was a Selectman, a 
representative to the Massachusetts House of Representatives, and and 
inspector i n the State prison system. Stone l i v e d on Concord Street 
from 1848 to 1866. 

A.E. Cutter l i v e d at #41 Monument Square (Figure 20) from 1869, when 
i t was b u i l t , to 1900. The owner of an especially f i n e l i b r a r y , he 
was the owner of a bookstore i n Boston. Like several other residents 
of the Square, he served on the School Committee. 

Continued 
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Isaac P. T. Edmands, f o r whom #48 was constructed (Figure 23), was an 
owner of an apothecary establishment which made a fortune i n baking 
powder, before turning to gold mining. Number 49 was b u i l t f or 
Francis Thompson i n 1861 (Figure 23). He was a partner with his 
father i n an iron and steel business, and served as Alderman and then 
Senator i n the Legislature. He was also a member of the Mystic Water 
Board, and Water Commissioner of Boston. James Dana of #50, l i k e 
Thompson and Edmands, came from a respected Charlestown family (Figure 
23). He was a lawyer, real estate developer, and rose through the 
m i l i t a r y to become Brigadier General of the Massachusetts Volunteer 
M i l i t i a . He was Mayor of Charlestown i n 1857 and 1858, and was 
responsible for the introduction of the water system which became the 
Mystic System. 

Though streetcars were introduced i n Charlestown i n the 1850s and with 
them an i n f l u x of new immigrants, i t was not u n t i l the 1860s and 1870s 
that the wealthier classes began to leave Charlestown. This movement 
did not seem to a f f e c t Monument Square u n t i l the 1870s, by which time 
most of the plots were already b u i l t upon. At t h i s time the practice 
of renting may have begun. < 

Only four houses were constructed on the Square i n the 1870s; two of 
them a pair at #31 and 32 (Figure 16) was possibly intended for rental 
purposes. I t s builder was i n the restaurant business and l a t e r became 
an agent of a brewing company. This would indicate that the class 
structure of the Square was changing. For the f i r s t time the names of 
the owners are not of Yankee o r i g i n . Architect Arthur Vinal designed 
his own house at #39 i n 1875 ( Figure 24) and F.L Gilman, granite 
dealer, erected his at #22 (Figure 10). 

The only houses to be b u i l t i n the decade of the 1880s were erected at 
#23 and 24 (Figure 11) on land owned by the resident of #19, Isaac 
Sweetser, President of the F. and M. Insurance Co. One of the units 
was used as a rental property. 

I ;, - Continued 
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The only houses to be b u i l t i n the decade of the 1880s were erected at 
#23 and 24 (Figure 11) on land owned by the resident of #19, Isaac 
Sweetser, President of the F. and M. Insurance Co. One of the units 
was used as a rental property. 

Of the three buildings b u i l t i n the 1890s, a l l were multi-family 
apartment houses. The apartment house, being on High Street at #45-46^ 

was not subject to deed r e s t r i c t i o n s and was of frame construction 
(Figure 22). In 1902 the apartment houses'at 34-36 (Figure 18) were 
constructed on the sites of the Methodist Episcopal Church and the 
house of Drs. Bell and Lyon. Constructed of lower q u a l i t y materials, 
they were the la s t residences to be b u i l t on the Square, and the only 
group planned to house many renters. 

The City of Boston replaced the 1848 frame High School with the 
present large granite structure i n 1907 (Figure 15). The BHMA found 
the school a great improvement and hoped that i t s construction might 
serve to r e v i t a l i z e the area. They proposed erecting a series of 
i d e n t i c a l buildings around the Square, i n place of the houses, to make 
Breed's H i l l a "Mars H i l l " where the City's major i n s t i t u t i o n s would 
be centered. This idea does not seem to have gone beyond t h e i r Annual 
Report. 

The l a s t structure to be b u i l t on the Square was also a c i t y 
i n s t i t u t i o n , the Boston Public Library of 1912 (Figure 21). I t 
replaced the expensive brick mansion of Capt. J.B. Thomas. 

The a r c h i t e c t u r a l significance of the Monument Square D i s t r i c t l i e s i n 
i t s being an early and successful, planned r e s i d e n t i a l development; 
i t s introduction of an urban r e s i d e n t i a l pattern i n t o a previously 
r u r a l b u i l t environment; i t s i n t e r e s t i n g combination of monumental 
square and surrounding r e s i d e n t i a l background; and f i n a l l y , the 
strength and i n t e g r i t y of i t s architectural groupings, with both high 
s t y l e and vernacular examples i n a variety of mid-nineteenth century 
to early twentieth century styles. The frame houses, one Georgian, 
one Federal and both moved to t h e i r sites on Monument Square, one 
pre-existing Greek Revival frame, and the two non-residential 
structures, the granite High School and the brick Boston Public 
Library, add to the Square's richness and v a r i e t y . Because so much of 
the Square, due to deed r e s t r i c t i o n s , planned l o t size, and period of 
intensive building, was developed with masonry houses u n i f i e d i n 
scale, materials and, i n the main, ornamental vocabulary, these 
d i s t i n c t i v e structures are seen against a background of unity. 

Continued 
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In the 1830s, when Bunker H i l l Monument Association leaders began to 
consider s e l l i n g part of the b a t t l e f i e l d to raise money to f i n i s h 
t h e i r gigantic monument, they had to achieve a plan for i t s 
development which would be at once f i n a n c i a l l y expedient and 
appropriately designed as a background for the obelisk. They decided 
on an open square surrounding the monument at the peak of the h i l l 
w ith houses set back from broad streets ranged symmetrically around 
i t ; smaller lots with less substantial houses were to f i l l the streets 
beyond i t . 

To insure the proper degree of dig n i t y surrounding the monument, BHMA 
leaders decided to "prescribe and f i x for a l l time to come, ... the 
st y l e and character of the buildings". Deed r e s t r i c t i o n s insured a 
predominantly r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood of masonry houses either three 
Or four f l o o r s high, and with an even ten feet setback from the 
stre e t . High Street, not being part of the BHMA holdings, was not 
under deed r e s t r i c t i o n s , but the six r e s i d e n t i a l structures b u i l t f o r 
lo t s on High Street before 1869 do conform to the pattern. The two 
houses that were moved there, and the apartment house are of frame; 
the Boston Public Library v o l u n t a r i l y adopted the material and height 
r e s t r i c t i o n s , but not the setback. S i m i l i a r l y , on the west side, the 
l a s t to develop, two houses from 1879 and another from 1896 follow the 
e a r l i e r pattern, but the buildings constructed j u s t before or a f t e r 
the turn of the century are obviously apartment buildings rather than 
houses. 

Building began i n 1846 af t e r a l l s i t e grading work was finished, and 
the f i r s t house was ready by the following year. In the twenty-two 
years between 1847 and 1869, 32 houses and two i n s t i t u t i o n s were 
b u i l t ; of these, 28 houses remain. The pace of construction slowed 
markedly at the end of the I t a l i a n a t e period and coincidentally a f t e r 
the C i v i l War; nothing was b u i l t between 1869 and 1874, and i n the 
next t h i r t y - e i g h t years, when building was completed, only 16 
residences and two i n s t i t u t i o n s were constructed. 

Building began on the east side of the Square, and spread f i r s t to the 
north, (1854), and then on the south at High Street (c. 1860). Only 
one house and two i n s t i t u t i o n s , the Methodist Episcopal Church and the 
Charlestown High School of 1848, now a l l demolished, were erected on 
the west side before 1879. This side was the l a s t to be developed, and 
because the majority of i t s re s i d e n t i a l buildings were b u i l t a f t e r the 
period of decline, i t i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y the least integrated of the 
BHMA Square holdings. 

Continued 
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The f i r s t house (#7, Figure 3) to go up was that of Charlestown Mayor 
and President of the BHMA George Washington Warren. Based on the 
model of Beacon H i l l row houses, his f i n e Greek Revival house set for 
Monument Square several building precedents, such as the use of brick 
with brownstone t r i m and granite basements, the bow window, cast i r o n 
fence, and side garden. Unique, however, was the incorporation of 
th i s house with that of Peter Hubbell at #6 (Figure 3), i n which an 
asymmetrical pair i s joined i n a single composition. Numbers 6 & 7 
are the only houses b u i l t as a pair whose* "composition i s based neither 
on s t r a i g h t r e p e t i t i o n nor s l i g h t variations of important d e t a i l s , but 
rather, combines design elements i n t o a u n i f i e d whole. The strong 
shallow pedimented door surrounds, simple l i n t e l s and Federal s t y l e 
dormers are played against the elegant ironwork balconies and window 
g r i l l e s to great e f f e c t . 

The next house to be b u i l t , #8, (1848, Figure 4) though much more 
modest, continued the use of high granite basement, stone steps to 
reach the f i r s t f l o o r , and the side h a l l plan which would be used f o r 
single, and even three family residences u n t i l 1893 and thereafter. 
I t s upper f l o o r s have been r e b u i l t , but i t s o r i g i n a l r o o f l i n e , 
mirroring that of #6 and 7, was intended to carry out BHMA's o r i g i n a l 
idea of orderly rows of nearly i d e n t i c a l houses around the Square. 

The Greek Revival house b u i l t i n 1854 at #16 (Figure 7), the f i r s t on 
the north side of the Square, was the f i r s t that we know of to be 
b u i l t by an archi t e c t . This was an early work of Nathaniel J. Bradlee 
who became one of Boston's leading architects. Bradlee's banks, 
including the National City Bank of Boston, churches, government 
buildings, hospitals, schools, l i b r a r i e s , a theater and scores of 
commercial buildings and houses were designed between 1853 and 1888 i n 
a r i c h v a r i e t y of styles. This house, with i t s restrained 
ornamentation and exact proportions remains among the simplest, but 
the most elegant of the Square. 

The majority of the houses on the Square were b u i l t i n the I t a l i a n a t e 
and Mansard Styles. The f i r s t I t a l i a n a t e was b u i l t i n 1853 at #2 
(Figure 1), and was the f i r s t to use the segmentally arched hood 
l i n t e l s , which were so popular i n the 1850s and 1860s. They are used 
on more than half of 

Continued 
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the 22 houses b u i l t i n these styles on the Square. The f l a t roof, 
o r i e l and the bracketed cornice also make the f i r s t of t h e i r many 
appearances on the Square at t h i s house. Because i t stands adjacent 
to the modest Greek Revival house at #1 (Figure 1), the difference i n 
proportions of the two styles i s s t r i k i n g : those of the I t a l i a n a t e 
being so much higher. 

Brownstone i s used with lavish abundance i n another early I t a l i a n a t e 
example at #5, (1856, Figure 2) , for a rusticated basement, quoins, 
and the unique f r i e z e ornamented with leaves and rosettes. 

The next houses to be constructed, numbers 10, 11, 12, 13, (1857, 
Figure 6) were the work of builder/developer J. S. Small, who was also 
responsible f o r the row of bow fronted I t a l i a n a t e s at numbers 25, 26, 
27, 28 (1866, Figure 12). Number 28 was burned and never r e b u i l t . 
The row at 10-13, (#11 was r e b u i l t i n 1890), i s u n i f i e d not only by 
the double bracketed cornice and r e p e t i t i v e elements, such as 
segmental•cornice hoods and two story bay windows, but also by quoins. 
The rather naive rusticated brick door surrounds and simple wooden • 
entry hoods w i l l be replaced i n his l a t e r block at numbers 25-27. , 
Here the facade i s bow fronted, the door surrounds feature delicate 
f l u t e d wooden corinthian columns supporting an arched portico. 

Another builder who erected two blocks of rowhouses was John B. 
Wilson. Wilson got control of the lo t s where 17-18, and 19-20-21 
(Figures 8 and 9) now stand, and i n 1862 b u i l t a l l f i v e houses. Both 
blocks are basically I t a l i a n a t e , but 19-20-21 are mansarded, and 17-18 
have f l a t roofs, more robust hood l i n t e l s and a narrow cast ir o n 
balcony at the piano nobile l e v e l . A l l of these houses are trimmed i n 
brownstone, and d i f f e r s l i g h t l y i n d e t a i l i n g , as i f the master builder 
made small adjustments for prospective buyers. 

An equal number of I t a l i a n a t e and Mansards remain which were b u i l t 
between 1853-1869; two known Ital i a n a t e s have been demolished. The 
sty l e of two other demolished houses i s not known. The Mansards, 
however, are basically I t a l i a n a t e houses capped with the d i s t i n c t i v e 
b e l l-cast or s t r a i g h t sided French roof executed i n slat e . At #14, 
(1868, Figure 6)) the steeply pitched polychrome mansard forms a 
corner tower over the bay window. 

Continued 
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The house b u i l t c.1861-62 at #4 Monument Square Avenue (Figure 2) i s a 
good example of the inventiveness of ar c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n g which 
characterizes many of these houses, b u i l t as they were, w i t h i n the 
s t r i c t l i m i t a t i o n s of p l o t size, material and s t y l i s t i c vocabulary. 
The entry portico i s formed of t h i n l y carved molded brownstone shaped 
with oval openings at f r o n t and sides. The round shouldered motif i s 
carried out at the windows, which also have footed s i l l s . 

The rounding of the square opening i s repeated at #49, (c.1861-62, 
Figure 23), the only building on the square with a brownstone facade. 
The house, which i s ar t i c u l a t e d to relate to i t s neighbor at #48, i s 
characterized by delicate brownstone t r i m : f l o r a l wreathing of the 
stringcourse and twisted rope o u t l i n i n g the polygonal o r i e l and arched 
entry. 

The d i s t i n c t i o n between I t a l i a n a t e styles usually characterized as 
v i l l a and palazzo i s not as clear i n t h i s dense urban environment as 
i t i s when found i n suburban building, but we can recognize elements 
of the elegant palazzo style at numbers 4 and 15, and the more cozy 
v i l l a s t y l e at numbers 19, 20, 21, and 49. 

After the active building period i n the I t a l i a n a t e and Mansard sty l e s , 
the Square experienced a f i v e year hiatus i n construction. 
Thereafter, the number of styles i n each period was sharply reduced as 
houses tended to be constructed for several fami l i e s . This i s a 
r e f l e c t i o n of two factors: the f i l l i n g of the l o t s , and the declining 
social prestige of the area. 

Though the house at #22 (1874, Figure 10) has a mansard roof, i t i s 
apparent that i t s builder has turned away from I t a l i a n imagery, and 
adopted instead, an amalgam of current styles. Resolutely e c l e c t i c , 
the house incorporates elements of the Panel Brick style popularized 
i n the Back Bay, High Victorian Gothic, Eastlake design ideas, and a 
French readiness to complicate the r o o f l i n e with t u r r e t s , towers and 
high chimneys. The heaviness of i t s ornamentation i s i n s t r i k i n g 
contrast to N.J. Bradlee's delicate Greek Revival which preceeded i t 
by only twenty years. 

Continued • 
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Another house with a mansard roof at #39, b u i l t i n 1875 (Figure 19), 
i s a mature expression of the High Victor i a n Gothic style designed by 
Boston architect Arthur H. Vinal. V i n a l , i n his p r o l i f i c and 
important career (1870-1921) was responsible for the designs of the 
Chestnut H i l l Waterworks; the Robert Brigham Hospital, Boston; Opera 
Houses i n Augusta and Bangor, Maine; and several schools, f i r e and 
police stations f o r the c i t y of Boston. His output of commercial 
buildings, apartment buildings and private houses i n the Boston area 
i s large. In f a c t , his f i r m Vinal and Fowler was asked to design the 
granite Lodge of the Bunker H i l l Monument which was constructed i n 
1902. This c o l o r f u l house uses strongly contrasting brick and 
limestone, gay t i l e s , chequered brick and corbelled brick panels to 
enliven the surface. Engaged buttresses, a recessed entry and high 
peaked gabled dormers add to the p l a s t i c i t y and complexity of the 
design. 

Another pair of High Victorian houses, numbers 31 and 32, (1879, 
Figure 16) were the work of Louis Weissbein. Weissbein designed 
f a c t o r i e s , the Berkshire County Court House (1871) , and the o r i g i n a l 
b u i l d i n g f o r Boston College (1858-61), as well as one and two family 
houses i n the suburbs and Back Bay. Much of t h e i r ornament has been 
covered or removed, but Gothic arched brownstone hood molds, rosettes, 
sawtoothed stringcourses and elaborate cresting pieces capping the 
ornate o r i e l s remain. Number 31, unlike any previously b u i l t houses 
on the Square, i s f i v e bays wide, and set the precedent f o r 
constructing multifamily dwellings. 

The Colonial Revival style was introduced to Monument Square i n 1886 
by the f i r m of Boston architects Cabot and Chandler (1875-1888) at 
numbers 23 and 24 (Figure 11). Their practice was pri m a r i l y 
r e s i d e n t i a l , and i t may be observed here that t h e i r wide experience 
has been used i n the sophisticated handling of t r a d i t i o n a l design 
elements. The two houses, mirror images of each other, have been 
united by an oversized brownstone course forming both door and window 
l i n t e l s . The wide sidelighted door surrounds and the pedimented 
dormers play on Federal imagery i n a new manner. 

' Continued • *' 
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Two other Colonial Revival houses #9 (1890, Figure 4) and #33 (1896, 
Figure 17) b u i l t for four and three families respectively, follow 
Cabot and Chandler i n t h e i r use of the prominent bay window with 
paneled spandrels. Number 9, which also displays Romanesque Revival 
influences, was designed by William Wright, and #33 by G.H. Maynard. 
In both, the multistoried bay, (or shallow inset bow at #33) occupies 
more than one half of the facade. 

The l a s t three r e s i d e n t i a l buildings i n the Square were planned for 
rent a l purposes. Here f o r the f i r s t time the social and economic 
change from single family ownership to multifamily rental i s re f l e c t e d 
i n the buildings' design and construction. One of the buildings i s 
four st o r i e s ; a l l use inexpensive cast stone i n stock patterns. 

The north side of the Square i s dominated by the massive granite 
Charlestown High School (Figure 15). Constructed by the new 
Schoolhouse Department of the City of Boston between 1902-07 from 
plans by Stickney and Austin, the Neo-Classical building upholds the 
arc h i t e c t u r a l d i g n i t y of the Square envisioned by the BHMA. 

A review of building around Monument Square suggests that the s i t e 
planning, building r e s t r i c t i o n s and leadership strategies undertaken 
by the BHMA did produce, i n the main, the desired r e s u l t of a 
di g n i f i e d r e s i d e n t i a l frame for the h i s t o r i c f i e l d and colossal 
monument. However, decline i n social prestige of the area which began 
i n the l a s t decade of the 19th century was followed i n the 20th 
century by physical decline. Sale of the monument to the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts i n 1919 st a b i l i z e d the monument's maintenance and 
probably acted to slow the d i s t r i c t ' s decline as w e l l , but i t picked 
up again i n the 1960s when urban renewal proved a threat to a l l of 
Charlestown. The High School was closed i n 1976 and the Library was 
closed and converted to the Bunker H i l l Monument Museum. 

Preservation e f f o r t s began i n the mid 1970s around Monument Square. 
As property values increased i n Charlestown i n general, those i n the 
d i s t r i c t appreciated p a r t i c u l a r l y , a t t r a c t i n g investment i n the 
h i s t o r i c area which compares closely to Beacon H i l l . Condominiums and 
apartments have been created from single family homes; the Charlestown 
High School i s slated for re s i d e n t i a l reuse as we l l . In the majority 
of instances, the buildings i n the d i s t r i c t have had exterior 
restoration work accomplished which has reversed the decades of 
neglect. 

' Continued 
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The Monument Square Historic District recognized the national significance of the plan 
of the square and its development. As the financial means by which the Bunker Hill 
battlefield was preserved and the monument erected, the Monument Square Historic District 
shares state and national significance with the Bunker Hill National Historic Landmark. 
For its architecture and community development, the district is of local significance. 
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DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

Monument Square Historic D i s t r i c t (Charlestown) Boston, Massachusetts 1. 

Assessor's Parcel # 

3385 

3386 (\ 

3387 

3388 

3389, 3390 

2792 

2792 

2794 

2795, 2796, 2797, 2798 

2799 

3033 

3034 

3035, 3036 

3037, 3038, 3039 

3040 

3041,3042 

3043,3044,3045 

3073,3072 ,; *̂  

3074 

Street Address 

1 Monument Square 

2 Monument Square 

4 Monument Square 

5 Monument Square 

6-7 Monument Square 

8 Monument Square 

9 Monument Square 

9A Monument Square 

Date of Construction 

1850 , 

1853 

1861-1862 

1856 

1847 ; $ ' 

1848 

1890 

Style 

1858 

10,11,12,13 Monument Sq. 1857 (#11 r e b u i l t after 1892) 

14 Monument Square 1868 

15 Monument Square 1869 

16 Monument Square 1854 

17, 18 Monument Square 1862 J 

19,20,21 Monument Square 1862 , 

22 Monument Square 1874 ' -

23,24 Monument Square 1886 

25,26,27 Monument Square 1866-1869 .%y 

2-4 Concord Street 1840 

29 Monument Square 1895-1901 ... 

30 Monument Square 1907 
ALL PROPERTIES ARE (X)NTRIBUTING TO THE DISTRICn:. 

Greek Revival 

Early Italianate -J,.^!. 

Mansard/Italianate 

It a l i a n a t e 

Greek Revival , 

Greek Revival 

Romanesque/Colonial Revival 

Italianate 

I t a l i a n a t e 

Mansard/Italianate 

Mansard/Italianate 

Greek Revival 

It a l i a n a t e r 

Mansard/Italianate 

Mansard/Ec l e c t i c 

Colonial Revival 

Ita l i a n a t e 

Greek Revival 

Romanesque Revival 

Neo-Classical 



DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

Monument Square Historic D i s t r i c t (Charlestown) Boston, Massachusetts 2. 

Assessor's Parcel // 

3153,3154 

3155 

3156,3157,3158,3159 

3207 

3208 

3209 ,. 

3210 

3212 

3258 

3259 

3305 ^ , -

3306 

3307 ' 

Street Address Date of Construction 

31,32 Monument Sq. 1897 

33 Monument Sq. 1896 

34,34A,35,36 Monument Sq. 1902 

37-38 Monument Sq. c.1800 

39 Monument Sq. 

40 Monument Sq. 

41 Monument Sq. 

43 Monument Sq. 

45-46 Monument Sq. 

47-47A Monument Sq. 

48 Monument Sq. 

49 Monument Sq. 

50 Monument Sq. 

1875 

1860-1861 

1869 

1912 ; ' 

1895 V , 

mid-18th century 

1860- 1861 . i -

1861- 1862 

1866-1867 

Style 

High Victorian Gothic ^ 

Colonial Revival 

Neo-Georgian 

Federal with Italianate alterations 

High Victorian Gothic 

Mansard/Italianate > 

Mansard/Italianate ; 

Neo-classical 

Queen Anne 

Georgian 

Mansard/Italianate 

Mansard/Italianate 

Ita l i a n a t e ' 

ALL PROPERTIES ARE CONTRIBUTING TO THE DISTRICT 



Property Owners List 
Monument Square Historic District 

fcharlestown) Boston, Massachusetts 

Ward #2 

PARCEL /A 

3385 

3386 

3387 

3388 

3389 

3390 

2792 

2793 

2794 

2795 

PROPERTY AFFECTED LEGAL ADDRESS OF OWNER 

1 Monument Square 

2 Monument Square 

4 Monument Square 

5 Monument Square 

6 Monument Square 

7 Monument Square 

8 Monument Square 

9 Monument Square 

9A Monument Square 

10 Monument Square 

Roman Catholic Arch of Boston 
1 Monument Square 
Charlestown, MA 02129 

Godrey, Dudley, Jr, 
2 Monument Square 

Leslie Dangle 
Unit #2 
4 Monument Square 

Russell & Susan Blanton 
Unit #3 
4 Monument Square 

Nancy Jerome 
Unit #1 
4 Monument Square 

Cheryl & John McAllif ^ 
Unit #4 
4 Monument Square 

Andrew Murphy 111 
Unit #5 
4 Monument Square 

Charles Hurvey 
Unit #6 
4 Monument Square 

Fi r s t Baptist Church 
5 Monument Square 

Robert, Beardsley B 
6 Monument Square 

Edward Kelly, Etal 
8 Monument Square 

Charles J. Cassidy, Etal 
9A Monument Square 

Victor Zarougian, Etal 
56 High Street 
Charlestown, MA 02129 



Property Owners List 
Monument Square Historic District 
Boston (Charlestown) MA 

PARCEL # PROPERTY AFFECTED LEGAL ADDRESS OF OWNER 

08790 

2797 

11 Monument Square 

12 Monument Square 

Kenneth H. Fisk 
11 Monument Square 

Peter Turchin, Jr. 
12 Monument Square 
Unit #2 

Charles F. Norton, Jr. 
12 Monument Square 
Unit #1 

Twelve Monument Square 
12 Monument Square 

Peter Turchin, 3rd 
12 Monument Square 
Unit #3 

Thomas Turchin 
12 Monument Square 
Unit yA4 

2798 13 Monument Square Pond FieIde Realty Trust 
William F. G r i f f i n , Trustee 
Davis, Malm, D'agostine 
1 Boston Place 
Boston, MA 02108 

2799 14 Monument Square Rose C. Rogovin, Trustee 
14 Monument Square 

3033 15 Monument Square Laura Langdon & Russell Alberts 
15 Monument Square 

3034 16 Monument Square Robert H. Webb 
Old Colony Road 
Concord, MA 01773 

3035 17 Monument Square Sharon Whitworth, Trust 
c/o Charles Burkin 
18 Tremont Street 
Boston, MA 02108 

3036 18 Monument Square Andrew G. Mi l l s 
18 Monument Square 

P r i s c i l l a & David Seuss 
18 Monument Square 

3037 19 Monument Square Harry B. Garden, Trust 
19 Monument Square 



Property Owners List 
Monument Square Historic District 
Boston (Qiarlestown) MA 

PARCEL # 

3038 

3039 

3040 

3041 

3042 

3043 

3044 

PROPERTY AFFECTED LEGAL ADDRESS OF OWNER 

20 Monument Square 

21 Monument Square 

22 Monument Square 

"1e 

23 Monument Square 

24 Monument Square 

25 Monument Square 

26 Monument Square 

Peter McClure & Phoebe Blake 
20 Monument Square 

Paul H. Tucker, Etal 
21 Monument Square 

Ron Kulich & Mary Anne Gibbons 
22 Monument Square 

Allan Kravitz 
Unit #1 
22 Monument Square 

Robert Ropp 
22 Monument Square 
Unit #3 

Monument Square Condo Trust 
22 Monument Square 

f 

John Irwin 
22 Monument Square 
Unit #4 

Gretta Marshall 
Unit #1 
/23 Monument Square 

Kathleen A. Bowker, Etal 
23 Monument Square 
Unit #2 

John Fiore 
Unit #4 
23 Monument Square 

Twenty Three Monument Square 
23 Monument Square 

Constance C. Stone 
23 Monument Square 
Unit #3 

Silva Realty * 
176 Broadway 
Sommerville, MA 02145 

Mary Ann Hudson, Etal 
25 Monument Square 

Katherine A. Young, Etal 
26 Monument Square 



Property Owners List 
Monument Square Historic District 
Boston (Charlestown) ̂ ^ 4 

PARCEL # 

3045 

3074 

3153 

3154 

3155 

3156 

3157 

3158 

3207 

3208 

3209 

3210 

3212 

3258 

3259 

3305 

3306 

3159 

jPROPERTY AFFECTED LEGAL ADDRESS OF OWNER 

27-28 Monument Square Mr. Cronin 
27 Monument Square 

29 Monument Square 

31 Monument Square 

32 Monument Square 

33 Monument Square 

34 Monument Square 

Keith Caveny 
42 Havilah Street, Lowell, MA 01853 

James Duffy 
31 Monument Square 

Juan M. Taveras, Etal 
Lancaster County Road 
Harvard, MA 01451 

Daniel Polvere & Ellen P f e i f f e r 
33 Monument Square 

Margaret A. Doherty 
34 Monument Square 

34A Monument Square Francis J. Hennessy, Etal 
36 Monument Square 

35 Monument Square Federal Investments Inc. 
35 Monument Square 

37-38 Monument Square Barbara F. Carye, Etal 
37 Monument Square 

39 Monument Square 

40 Monument Square 

Mary Okane 
39 Monument Square 

Patricia Ward 
40 Monument Square 

41-42 Monument Square Warner B^ndshuh 

41-42 Monument Square 

43 Monument Square PFD^ Ci-I<^ i)f 6w»-+f''>, C'OuASi.,(iai^h}ri 

45-46 Monument Square Timothy Callahan, Jr. 
45 Monument Square 

47 Monument Square 

48 Monument Square 

49 Monument Square 

36 Monurient. Square 

William B. White 
47 Monument Square 

Larch Circle Inc. 
34 Larch Circle 
Belmont, MA 02178 

William J. Galvin 
49 Monument Square 

Anna R i f f i 
36 Monument Square 



Property Owners List 
Monument Square Historic District 
Boston (Charlestown) MA 

PARCEL # PROPERTY AFFECTED LEGAL ADDRESS OF OWNER 

3307 50 Monument Square Richard S. Burke, Etal 
Unit #1 
50 Monument Square 

Jacob F. Young 111 
50 Monument Square 
Unit #3 

F i f t y Monument Square Condo Trust 
50 Monument Square 

Jeffrey B. Powers 
Unit #6 
50 Monument Square 

James E. Hayes , . 
Unit #9 
50 Monument Square 

Richard Anderson 
Unit #7 
50 Monument Square 

3073 

3072 

2 Concord Road 

4 Concord Road 

Lynne T. Johansson, Etal 
Unit #2 
50 Monument Square 

Leon E. Fernandez 
Unit yA8 
50 Monument Square 

Jacob F. Young 111 
Unit #4 
50 Monument Square 

Joseph T. Kowalik, Etal 
3030 Old Decatur Road 
Atlanta, Georgia 30305 

John J. Walsh, Etal 
2 Concord Road 

Arthur F. Walsh, Etal 
4 Concord Road 

Charlestown High School 
30 Monument Square 

Charlestown HS LTD Partnership 
c/o Peter Madsen 
12 Arrow Street 
Cambridge, MA 02138 



Monument Square Historic D i s t r i c t 
^ ^ B oston (Charlestown), MA Boston No. Quad 

.̂/.yUTM References: 
A - 19/330250/4693275 
B - 19/330375/4693210 
5C - 19/330410/4693140 
D - 19/330295/4693000 
E - 19/330175/4693065 

^F - 19/330165/4693160 
G - 19/330200/4693240 

1" = 100' 

11l̂ iitiialiifc.it'i- -.•..,.;ij!a 



County corrected to Su f f o l k County (Evaluation i n f o r m a t i o n on attached 
sheet). 

WASO Form-177 ' UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 4̂  r. 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Monument Square H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
S u f f o l k County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

• resubmission 
im nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
• appeal 

C ] sample \ U request Substantive Review: • appeal 

Working No. 

FEB I 2 1986 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: 3//^y^<^ -.^ / 
Action: ACCEPT .RETURN. 

REJECT. 
Federal Agency: 

O NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

, see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

O good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe tfie present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity ^ -<%)\ 
• alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
• boundary selection . , ,^1, , ,, 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) ' " 

• summary paragraph • 
• completeness , cry-r 
• clarity ^ > 
• applicable criteria 
• justification of areas checked -'' 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other <: * 

9. IVIaJor Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comntents for my item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Monument Square Historic District 

MASSACHUSETTS 

resubmission 

• nomination by person or local government 

• owner objection 

• appeal 

Working No. F E B | 2 1986 

had. Keg. Uatey / J , . 

Date Due: M ^ J g ' C 3 ^ > ^ / ^ ^ 

Act ion : ACCEPT ^ . 
• " ^ T U R N 3 — 

REJECT 

Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: • sample • request • appeal NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: a I J9 > 'i ^ 

Recom./Crit§ 

" ' - . . . » . . . . .. Discipline. 

Date_3/ 
see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
_) (_substant ive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

• excellent 

• good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

• unexposed 

Check one 

• unaltered 

• altered 

Check one 

• original site 

• moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance . . 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 

• clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
I I dates 

boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below ' ,1^^ 

Specific dates Builder/Architect s 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) , , ,< 

• summary paragraph -
• completeness . . . : f\ 
• clarity , ' i i . ^ " , 
• applicable criteria : - : 
• justification of areas checked . 1 
• relating significance to the resource „< ' 
• c o n t e x t - . . 

• relationship of integrity to significance ' ,? 
• justification of exception . ' ; .) 
• other - . • : 

9. Major Bibliographical References • 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification » a I 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps ' 
• Photographs ; * 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

^ c d O i ^ A r A M k A Date S f ^ l Phone; 

, G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

\ . fy'i- • %. iisComments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet "" 
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MPS Foon 10-»00 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entr ies—complete appl icable sect ions 

1. Name 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

For NPS UM only 

received / O - f " ^ ^ 

date entered 

historic 
Monument Square Historic Dis tr ic t 

and or common same 

2. Location 
see Dis tr ic t m t a sneet: 

street & number ̂ fon̂ Jnient Square, Monument Square Ave., & Concord Ave. N/A not for publication 

city, town Boston (Qiarlestown) ^i/^ vicinity of 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Suffolk code 025 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

^ district public ^ occupied agriculture 2^ museum 
building(s) private unoccupied commercial 2^ park 
structure _2L- both work in progress X educational 2C private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Accessible entertainment s. religious 
object J ^ ^ i n process yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name 
Various Owners: See attached l i s t 

street & numt>er 

city, town . vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Middlesex County Courthouse: after 1974 Suffolk Courthouse 

street & number 40 Thorndike Street; Pemberton Square 
Boston 

city, town Cambridge state Massachiisetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title 

None has this property t>een determir>ed eligibie? yes ^ no 

date federal state county local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7 . D e s c r i p t i o n Monument Square Historic District, Boston (Charlestown), Mass. 

Condition Checic one Checic one 
— excellent deteriorated unaltered _A . original site 

good ruins X altered moved date 
fair unexposed ( s e e t e x t ) 

1 
Describe the present and original (if Icnown) physical appearance 

The Monument Square Historic District in the Charlestown neighborhood of 
Boston, Massachusetts, encompasses the Bunker Hill Monument (NHL, NR 1966). 
In addition to the monument, the district is composed of 47 buildings. The 
buildings front directly onto Monument Square, which, as its name suggests, is 
laid out in a square surrounding the monument, the Bunker Hill Monument Lodge, 
and their grounds. The district is located at the summit of Breed's Hill on 
the Revolutionary battlefield and is surrounded by a dense, predominantly 
residential urban area, with commercial and industrial buildings at the 
fringes of the neighborhood. Together with the four acres immediately 
surrounding the Bunker Hill Monument and Lodge, the Monument Square Historic 
District includes approximately 8.25 acres. There are no noncontributing 
structures in the district. 

Buildings in the district range in date from mid-lSth century to 1912. In 
original use they consist of a public library, a high school, and 45 single 
and multifamily dwellings. The earliest buildings on the Square are two frame 
buildings which pre-date the building of the square, but were moved to the 
square. One is a late Georgian House, while the other is a Federal double 
house. The first buildings dating after the establishment of the Square in 
1839 are Greek Revival in style, followed by the largest proportion of 
buildings, in the Italianate and Mansard styles of the 1850s-1870s. The Queen 
Anne style is represented, as are the High Victorian Gothic, Neo-Georgian and 
Neo-Classical styles from the 1880s to the early 1900s. At this time, 
construction slowed and finally stopped entirely as building lots were filled. 

No building in the district is over four stories in height, and all are of 
brick or stone, with the exception of four frame buildings on the south side 
of the Square and one on Concord Street. The majority are well-designed, high 
style buildings with a high level of execution. Several are designed by 
architects. There are no intrusions in the district, and only four of the 
buildings do not observe a sidewalk set back. The district has a high level 
of uniformity of proportions, scale, color, materials, and workmanship. 

As a neatly ranged Square bordering an open park space, the district is an 
important collection of 19th century row houses whose appearance and use has 
varied little since their construction. 

A desirable residential area, the district has been quite well-preserved, and 
within the last few years has been, with few exceptions, scrupulously 
maintained. Alterations and additions have been generally relegated to the 
rear of the buildings, so that the streetscapes have been maintained. Several 
roof lines have been altered and one building was rebuilt in the 1890s, but 
its materials and proportions were maintained. 
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Monument Square, Boston (Charlestown) 
Continuation sheet Massachusetts Item number 7 Page 

I t is for reasons of h igh-qua l i ty const ruct ion, arrangement and state of 
preservation that the d i s t r i c t is dist inguished from the surrounding area 
which tends to be of smaller, more modest masonry bui ldings on smaller l o t s . 

The bui ldings are described in numerical address order, running in a counter 
clockwise d i rect ion around the monument. 

1 Monument Square Avenue 1850 

This modest four story br ick Greek Revival row house is set back the required 
ten feet from the sidewalk, but l i k e the f i r s t row house to be b u i l t on the 
Square, i t retained one l o t fo r a side garden. Three bays wide with a side 
ha l l p lan, the house has a recessed door wi th a simple, pedimented surround. 
Like most of the other Greek Revival and I ta l ianate houses, i t s high granite 
basement allows for an entry stoop. Windows, graduated in length, have p la in 
limestone l i n t e l s . Star rods stud the Winthrop Street e levat ion. The house 
was extended ca. 1885; the roo f l i ne may have been al tered and the copper 
den t i l l ed cornice added then. The addit ion features brownstone s i l l s and 
l i n t e l s and stained glass windows. (Figure 1) 

2 Monument Square Avenue 1853 

This ear ly I ta l ianate row house b u i l t by A. Brown is four stor ies on a high 
grani te basement. Three bays wide wi th a f l a t roof and a side hal l p lan, i t 
is set back from the l ine of the s t ree t . Like i t s Greek Revival neighbor, an 
iron fence on grani te foundations edges the p lo t . A double-leafed door and 
transom are recessed under a heavy brownstone I ta l ianate surround which 
supports a wooden o r i e l . Arched brownstone l i n t e l s on s c r o l l s , footed s i l l s , 
and a heavy bracketed cornice are typ ica l of high s ty le row house construction 
of th is period (Figure 2) 

4 Monument Square Avenue 1861-1862 

This four story br ick I ta l iana te row house with slate mansard roof was b u i l t 
for Wil l iam Carl ton. One of the few houses on the Square to be planned with 
an extra lo t fo r a garden (#6 is another), i t retains the brownstone 
foundation of a surrounding fence. Three bays wide wi th a side hal l p lan, the 
house has an entrance reached by a long f l i g h t of brownstone s t a i r s . The 
double door and high transom are set behind a unique port ico whose oval 
openings at the side and round shoulders at the f ron t are formed of deeply 
molded, slender brownstone work. The arched motif is repeated in the 
graduated windows, which have footed s i l l s . An o r i e l above the port ico and 
dormer windows of the mansard are typ ica l of domestic work o f th is per iod. 
The rust icated brownstone basement and heavy copper cornice add to the 
d i s t i nc t i on of the house. (Figure 2) 



(MSI 
IPonii1»M>« 

an ilppreval wo. 1024-001$ 

United State* Department off tlie Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Monument Square, Boston (Charlestown) 
.. . . Massachusetts 7 

Continuation sheet Item number 

Page 

5 Monument Square Avenue 1856 

This four s tory , f l a t - roo fed I ta l ianate row house was b u i l t fo r James Lee. 
Like i t s neighbors, i t is three bays wide wi th a side hal l plan and is set 
back from the street behind an iron fence. The brick bui ld ing is trimmed with 
brownstone, which is used in abundance for the long f l i g h t of s t a i r s , 
rus t icated basement, quoins and the unusual f r i eze carved wi th leaves and 
roset tes. The high arched double door is set under a heavy I ta l iana te hood 
with carved s c r o l l s . Segmentally arched windows, an o r i e l , and a deep cornice 
are other features which convey the p l a s t i c i t y of the I ta l i ana te s t y l e . 
(Figure 2) 

6-7 Monument Square Avenue 1847 

These two 3 1/2 story Greek Revival row houses were the f i r s t to be b u i l t 
a f te r the laying out of Monument Square. They were constructed in 1846-1847 
fo r Charlestown Mayor George Washington Warren and i n d u s t r i a l i s t Peter 
Hubbell. The pa i r ' s setback from the st reet was universal ly adopted, but not 
i t s use of an extra l o t as a side garden. The s t ruc tures, conceived as an 
integrated composition, are of f i ne brick wi th brownstone t r im and grani te 
basements. The nearly symmetrical facade of the unevenly divided houses is 
dist inguished by t r i p l e bow windows. Set between them are shallow pedimented 
door surrounds, which d i f f e r s l i g h t l y : #6 is recessed with s ide l ights and 
transom, #7 has an East lake-style door nearly f lush with i t s p i l as te rs . 
Fenestration is graduated; long f i r s t f l oo r windows are pedimented, those of 

p la in l i n t e l s . A wide brownstone and copper 
facade. The slate gable roof is broken by small 
l inked by t a l l chimneys. 

house is 
del icate 

the upper 6/6 windows have 
cornice extends across the 
dormers and i t s gables are 
I ta l ianate cupola, octagonal in plan. The 
pa r t i cu l a r l y f i ne i ron work: a fence, two 

Number 7 is capped by an 
dist inguished by 
narrow balconies on the 

facade and one at the side, first floor window grilles and the ornate 
baluster, rail and stoop ornament of the granite stairs. The fine 
workmanship, details and proportions of this set of houses, and their 
integrity of materials and design, make this a fine example of the high style, 
Greek Revival row house. (Figure 3) 

8 Monument Square Avenue 1848 

This Greek Revival brick row house, side hall in plan, was originally 3 1/2 
stories high but has been rebuilt to four stories. Its original roof mirrored 
#6-7, which i t followed one year later. The three bay structure has a 
trabeated door surround in brownstone with pilasters supporting a simple, deep 
entablature. Its recessed double door is intact. Considerably less rich in 
detail than #6-7 i t has brownstone sills but brick lintels. Massive granite 
fence posts which resemble the forms of the Bunker Hill Monument survive. 
(Figure 4) 

.^'Ui^ieim^^it-m.ai,li.\'L,jii^iy''L. 
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9 Monument Square Avenue 1890 

This four story row house with brownstone trim, built as i n f i l l by architect 
William Wright, respects the traditions of Monument Square in its setback, 
pocket garden, iron fence and building materials of brick and brownstone 
trim. The arched, recessed door surround of brownstone reflects the influence 
of the Romanesque Revival style, though the splayed brick lintels topped with 
brownstone are Colonial Revival. Fully one half of the facade is occupied by 
an octagonal bay window clad in copper with panelled spandrels. I t is 
supported, like that of its much earlier neighbor at 9A, on brownstone 
brackets above the high basement. A corbelled cornice finishes the nearly 
fl a t roof. This building, later in style that its neighbors, and erected for 
four families rather than one, is nevertheless well integrated into the 
domestic environment of the Square. (Figure 4) 

9A Monument Square Avenue 1858 

This four story brick Italianate row house is set back, like its neighbors, 
from the line of the street and is reached by a flight of stairs. Side hall 
in plan, i t has a segmentally arched transom above a wide double door. A bow 
window rising four stories is supported above the high granite basement on a 
bracket. A narrow balcony with original ornate cast iron work is placed under 
the long narrow windows of the piano nobile. A bracketed cornice finishes the 
flat roof of the lively, urban Italianate dwelling. (Figure 5) 

10, 11, 12, 13 Monument Square 1857 

These four row houses were planned and built by J.S. Small who was also 
responsible for those at 25, 26, 27 and 28 Monument Square. They were planned 
as a coherent unit in the Italianate style, and are framed by quoins at 
numbers 10 and 13. After 1892 # 11 was rebuilt, breaking the unity. The four 
story brick structures are set on granite basements, are two bays wide and 
trimmed with paired wood brackets at the cornice, segmentally arched window 
hoods and two story high bay windows, each of which differs slightly. The 
entry doors are recessed behind round arches which are framed by rusticated 
brickwork. Following the 1839 deed restrictions, the group is set back from 
the lot line behind granite stairs and fence foundations. (Figure 6) 

14 Monument Square Avenue 1868 

This corner brick row house with brownstone trim is Italianate in style under 
a slate roof, which displays the vestiges of a polychrome scheme. Three 
stories high on a rusticated brownstone basement, the house has a shallow 
rectangular bay window which ends in a mansard tower. Side hall in plan, the 
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house's door surround features a low entablature punctuated by a keystone, and 
carved double doors topped by a segmentally arched f an l i gh t . Fenestration 
shows a var ie ty of forms: brownstone is used fo r cornice hoods, arched 
surrounds, and f l a t l i n t e l s ; brick fo r arched surrounds. Set back from the 
st reet behind the remainder of a cast iron fence, i t is reached by a long 
f l i g h t of brownstone s t a i r s . The house was b u i l t f o r Hamilton Bank of Boston 
cashier Sampson Stoddard Blanchard. (Figure 6) 

15 Monument Square 1869 

This three story Mansard s ty le br ick row house occupies a corner l o t which i t 
uses to advantage by displaying quoins on i t s prominent corner. The house is 
three bays wide and i t s entrance is recessed behind an ornately carved 
brownstone surround composed of panelled p i las te rs and an I ta l i ana te hood. 
Window surrounds of the south facade are brownstone with cornice hoods and 
o r i e l s on t h i s and the Lexington Street facade. The house is set back the 
required ten feet behind a cast iron fence on granite foundations and is 
reached by a grani te stoop. The house was b u i l t fo r Samson Warren who bought 
the lo t from Oliver Everett who l ived next door. (Figure 7) 

16 Monument Square Avenue 1854 

This four s tory, three bay, br ick row house, which is side ha l l in p lan, was 
b u i l t in 1854 by Boston archi tect N. J . Bradlee in a restrained Greek Revival 
s ty le . Set on a high granite basement, th is was the f i r s t house on the north 
side of the Square and is set back the required ten feet from the st reet 
l i ne . Careful ly proportioned and with simple d e t a i l i n g , the bui ld ing has long 
narrow windows on the piano nobile emphasized by a cast i ron balcony. The 
simple door surround and window l i n t e l s are in brownstone. A brick 
stringcourse and corbelled cornice under a f l a t roof complete the rather 
austere composition. The house was b u i l t fo r Mrs. Wil l iam Buddington and her 
husband Reverend Buddington, pastor of the F i rs t Church, Charlestown. (Figure 
7) 

17, 18 Monument Square Avenue 1862 

Numbers 17 and 18 were b u i l t on speculation as a pair by master bui lder John 
B. Wilson, who also constructed the adjacent houses at 19 and 21 Monument 
Square. The robust I ta l ianate s ty le houses are four stor ies h igh, three bays 
wide wi th a side hal l p lan, and share the f l a t roo f , continuous bracketed 
cornice, granite-faced basement and granite fence foundations. The cast iron 
fence posts of #17 remain to indicate the o r i g i n a l . The houses d i f f e r in 
d e t a i l i n g : in the ornateness of segmentally arched hood window l i n t e l s , the 
long second f l o o r windows and cast i ron balcony of #17, the shape of the 
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second f loo r o r i e l s and in the door surrounds. Both surrounds are of 
brownstone with paneled p i las te rs supporting scro l led hoods, but that at #17 
is deeply recessed, and the shape of the transom d i f f e r s . Number 17 was 
purchased by Nathaniel F. Frothingham, a ship broker, and #18 was soon bought 
by Charles Merriam J r . , a dry goods merchant in Boston. (Figure 8) 

19, 20, 21 Monument Square Avenue 1862 

These three brick row houses were constructed by master bui lder John B. Wilson 
who b u i l t the adjacent pa i r , #17 and 18, the same year. Three s tor ies high 
with a mansard roof , the I ta l ianate s ty le houses stand on a high granite 
basements. They are three bays wide wi th side hal l plans, are trimmed in 
brownstone and have segmentally arched wooden dormers in a bel least roo f . The 
r e p e t i t i v e l y planned uni ts d i f f e r s l i g h t l y in d e t a i l . Brownstone door 
surrounds feature paneled p i l as te rs and hoods on brackets, but transoms and 
o r i e l s have d i f f e ren t shapes. The center house has a more c losely spaced 
bracketed cornice, i t s facade displays star t i e rods, and i t s mortar j o in t s 
are recessed. (Figure 9) 

22 Monument Square Avenue 1874 

This three story br ick row house was b u i l t for granite dealer F. L. Gilman, 
who used generous amounts of the stone for i t s ornamentation: quoins, 
str ingcourses, incised door surround and window l i n t e l s , and heavy braces for 
the second f loo r o r i e l of the facade. Eclect ic in s t y l e . Panel Br ick, 
Eastlake and Mansard Style elements are fused with energy. The corner s i te is 
used to display another o r i e l nearly as ornate as that of the facade, the 
patterned slate mansard roof with paneled chimney, tur reted and pedimented 
dormers. The massive Gothic fence is the only en t i r e l y of grani te on Monument 
Square. (Figure 10) 

23, 24 Monument Square Avenue 1886 

These Colonial Revival br ick row houses were b u i l t in 1886 by the 
dist inguished Boston arch i tectura l f i rm of Cabot and Chandler. Well 
integrated in scale and material with the i r older neighbors, the units benef i t 
from sophist icated handling of fami l ia r design elements. The four s to ry , 
three bay structures have adjacent entrances united by an oversized brownstone 
voussoir l i n t e l which continues across the en t i re facade. Two brownstone 
watertables, one forming f i r s t f loor window s i l l s , re inforce the horizontal 
l i nes . The Colonial Revival door surrounds have oversized multipane transoms 
and wide s ide l i gh ts . Symmetrically placed three story paneled copper o r i e l s 
break the two copper cornices with pediments; they are viewed against the 
modified mansard slate roo f . These bui ldings are among the few which do not 
have f ron t gardens or raised f r on t doors. They nevertheless respect the set 
back. (Figure 11) 
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25. 26 27 Monument Square 1866-1869 

These three I ta l ianate row houses were b u i l t by J . S. Small fo r Wil l iam and 
Betsy Kent, Charles Thompson and Liverus Hu l l . A four th un i t , now gone, at 
#28 was b u i l t fo r Isaac Redf ie ld. The bow f r o n t , br ick row houses are four 
s tor ies in height and are set on high grani te basements. Their f l a t roofs are 
f in ished by a heavi ly molded cornice set on paired brackets. Number 25 
reta ins i t s o r ig ina l door surround with f l u ted wooden cor inth ian columns 
supporting an arched port ico with turned drop t r i m . The double doors which 
are o r ig ina l at #26 and 27 are set beneath a transom and are reached by 
granite steps. Cast i ron f o l i a t e ra i l i ngs border the steps and cast iron 
balconies (missing at #26) are placed under long piano nobi le windows, 
repeating those at the f i r s t houses on the Square at #5 and 7. Segmentally 
arched cornice window hoods provide addi t ional ornament to the facade 
surface. (Figure 12) 

2-4 Concord Street 1840s 

This is a Greek Revival double house of frame construction unique to Monument 
Square. I t is 2 1/2 s tor ies in height, s ix bays wide and has adjacent, 
recessed en t r i es . I t has a gable roof topped by an octagonal monitor above two 
pedimented dormers. A wide den t i l l ed f r i eze makes returns in the gable ends 
to form pediments. There are wide cornerboards with reveals and a watertable 
for t r im . The entr ies have entablature surrounds rest ing on broad p i l a s t e r s . 
Doors are flanked by f u l l length s ide l i gh ts . Window sash is 6/6. This house 
was occupied by Phineas Stone; he and his fami ly may have been i t s f i r s t 
owners. 

29 Monument Square 1895-1901 

This apartment bu i ld ing fol lows the pattern of s ingle fami ly dwellings on 
Monument Square by being of b r i ck , three stor ies in height, and by having a 
bay f ron t facade with a side ent ry . I t occupies the ent i re width of the 
block, however, w i th arched entr ies and two metal o r ie l s on i t s length. 
S t y l i s t i c a l l y ec lect ic and modest in d e t a i l , the bui ld ing is a combination of 
Queen Anne and Romanesque Revival motifs adapted to the apartment block. In 
1901, i t was owned by Walter Nash for whom i t may have been b u i l t . (Figure 
14) 

30 Monument Square 1907 

The Charlestown High School is a four story granite block bui ld ing which 
becomes f i ve s tor ies on the north facade where Breed's H i l l slopes away. I t 
was designed and b u i l t by the Boston arch i tectura l f i r m Stickney and Austin 
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between 1902-1907 and occupies the ent i re corner block at the northeast corner 
of the Square. I t s Neo-Classical s ty le was spec i f i ca l l y chosen by the Boston 
Schoolhouse Department to harmonize with the c lass ica l Greek design of the 
monument and i t s adjacent lodge. The facade is eleven bays wide and the 
central seven bays are s l i g h t l y recessed behind engaged columns which r i se two 
stor ies in height. An inscr ip t ion across the facade of the school gives the 
date of the f i r s t High School on the s i t e , 1848, and that o f t h i s bu i l d i ng , 
i t s successor, 1907. A clock and a compass rose fur ther ornament the facade 

j together w i th anthemion acroter ia at the roof l i ne repeating that at the 
Bunker H i l l Monument Lodge. (Figure 15) 

31 , 32 Monument Square Avenue 1879 

These two High Victor ian Gothic br ick row houses were b u i l t by arch i tec t Lewis 
Weissbein fo r restaurant owner and brewery agent Joseph Gahn and Rabetta 
Gahn. Three and f i v e bays wide, the houses have a continuous corbel led and 
checkered brick cornice which runs beneath the i r f l a t roof . Ornamental 
brickwork, now mainly covered, is also seen in the sawtoothed str ingcourses. 
Brownstone is extensively used in the continuous s i l l s and segmentally arched 
l i n t e l s of the f i r s t and second f l o o r s . The f i r s t f l oo r l i n t e l s have been 
removed, but the brownstone rosettes remain. Slate-roofed o r ie l s on paired 
braces are placed over the en t r ies . Their o r ig ina l appearance is retained at 
#31 wi th i t s s c r o l l s , bosses, brackets, and crest ing pieces. The double doors 

. . under large transoms are reached by brownstone s t a i r s . The cast i ron fence is 
now only p a r t i a l l y i n tac t . (Figure 16) 

33 Monument Square Avenue 1896 

This three story br ick Colonial Revival row house was b u i l t by arch i tect G. H. 
Maynard fo r Josephine H. Maynard. Similar to #29, which was b u i l t at nearly 
the same t ime, i t s side entrance is at s t reet l e v e l . Beneath a f l a t roof the 
house is dominated by an inset three story shallow bow window with paneled 
wooden spandrels. I t s door surround is composed of an e l l i p t i c a l fan with 
br icks l a i d as voussoirs. The keystone above the door is of rock-faced 
gran i te , which is also used fo r s i l l s and l i n t e l s in the br ick por t ion . The 
double door with i t s arched glass panels may have been reused from another 
house. (Figure 17) 

34, 34A, 35, 36 Monument Square Avenue 1902 

These four Neo-Georgian s ty le units were b u i l t by F. A. Norcross in 1902. The 
brick structures with cast stone t r i m are s imi lar in design, but d i f f e r in 
form and height. A l l are on high basements: #36 is a four story apartment 
bu i l d ing , numbers 35, 34, and 34A are three stor ies high. The f i r s t is four 
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bays wide; the rest are f i v e bays. A l l have f l a t roo fs , but #35 and 36 have 
ornate bracketed cornices, whi le the others have plain cornices, possibly 
replacing the o r ig ina ls . Windows are treated with continuous l i n t e l s o f cast 
stone. In the i r pedimented or segmentally arched centers are shields 
surrounded wi th scrol lwork. This moti f is repeated over the double doors with 
high transoms. These bu i ld ings , the last b u i l t on the Square, r e f l e c t a more 
modest standard of design, mater ia ls , and construct ion. (Figure 18) 

37-38 Monument Square ca. 1800 

This is one of only three frame bui ldings on the Square as High Street was not 
under the Monument Square deed res t r i c t i ons of 1839. With the exception of a 
br ick party wal l v i s i b l e on the north facade, the house has en t i r e l y new 
surface f in i shes . On a corner l o t , the bu i ld ing is entered on Pleasant Street 
but was o r i g i n a l l y a two fami ly house with back-to-back un i t s , the second un i t 
now butted against #39. Proportions are unusual. The Pleasant Street facade 
has f i v e bays with a central entrance. A l l three stor ies have uniform size 
openings wi th 6/6 sash. Or ig ina l l y a hip or gable roo f , a f l a t I ta l i ana te 
roof with eaves on paired brackets was raised some time in the mid 19th 
century. This change has al tered the or ig ina l proportions of the bu i ld ing , 

^ which would have been Federal in s t y l e . Brick foundations indicate that th i s 
house as wel l as that at #47-47A was moved to i t s present loca t ion , perhaps 

: when Monument Square was opened. The house is f lush with the sidewalk and an 
addi t ion extends down Pleasant Street . (Figure 19) 

39 Monument Square 1875 

This High Vic tor ian Gothic bu i ld ing was designed by the ve rsa t i l e Boston 
archi tect Arthur H. Vinal who was responsible la te r as Ci ty Archi tect for the 
Bunker H i l l Monument Lodge in 1902. This is the most decorat ively act ive 
bu i ld ing on the Square. I t is two and a hal f s tor ies high above a high 
basement and has a s late covered mansard roof . I t is br ick with a limestone 
watertable and four stringcourses which form the l i n t e l s and s i l l s of the 
bay-front facade. The use of the mosaic t i l e insets , corbel led br ick panels, 
and tarred bricks in a checkerboard pattern are derived from the High 
Vic tor ian Gothic . A pair of engaged buttresses incised with Gothic rosettes 
and t r e f o i l s frame the recessed entry. Although deed res t r i c t i ons for th i s 
side of the Square did not e x i s t , #39 as well as i t s neighbors at #40 and 41 
conformed to those r e s t r i c t i o n s . (Figure 19) 

40 Monument Square 1860 -1861 

Three and a half s tor ies above a high basement, th is br ick row house has a 
f l a t rather than the usual bay window facade. A central metal o r i e l at the 
second f l oo r adds r e l i e f as do the modest I ta l ianate cornice l i n t e l s of 
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brownstone, the oval arched door surround, and the pedimented dormers. A 
slate mansard roof is l a i d in a f ishscale pat tern . This house and i t s 
neighbors at #39 and #41 are set back from the l o t l i ne to carry out the 
appearance of the rest of the Square. George A. Whiting bought the l o t fo r 
t h i s house in 1860, presumably as an investment as he l i ved at #42. (Figure 
20) 

41 Monument Square 1869 

Bu i l t for Abram E. Cutter, t h i s is a three and a hal f s tory br ick row house 
wi th I ta l iana te brownstone t r i m set on a high basement of brownstone blocks. 
I t s f l a t facade is divided by a stringcourse between the f i r s t and second 
s tor ies and a brownstone f r i eze beneath a s late mansard roof with two 
dormers. This is one of three bui ldings on the block to maintain the setback 
dictated for the other sides of the Square. (Figure 20) 

43 Monument Square 1912 

The Charlestown Public L ibrary bu i ld ing was designed by the Boston Public 
L ibrary 's Supervising Archi tects Fox & Gale in the Neo-Classical s t y l e . I t is 
a three story br ick bui ld ing wi th cast stone t r i m . Five bays wide, i t has two 
side entrances on Monument Square Avenue, three arched window surrounds on the 
second s tory , and three trabeated surrounds on the t h i r d f l o o r . A prominent 
modil l ioned cornice is s l i g h t l y pedimented. The bui ld ing makes d i rec t 
reference to the other public bu i ld ing on the Square, the Charlestown High 
School, in i t s use of three zones of brickwork and a central section wi th 
engaged columns. Inset br ick panel work refers to #39 and the bu i ld ing 's 
locat ion f lush with the sidewalk matches i t s neighbor on the opposite corner. 
(Figure 21) 

t 45-46 Monument Square 1895 

This bu i ld ing departs from most of those on Monument Square as i t is a frame 
bui ld ing set f lush with the sidewalk, s imi lar only to #37-38, a much ea r l i e r 
bu i ld ing . I t was constructed by arch i tect Joseph Robbins for Joseph and J . L. 
Brown. James B. Maynard was the bui lder . This side of the Square was not 
under the deed res t r i c t i ons of the other three s t ree ts , but most bui lders 
followed those res t r i c t i ons to maintain a uniform appearance. The mul t i fami ly 
bu i ld ing is three stor ies in height, has a f l a t roof and is Queen Anne in 
s t y l e . I t has two o r i e l s on the north and west facades, an East lake-style 
incised f r i eze at cornice l e v e l , and consoles supporting an o r i e l over the 
central entry. Panelled hoods form the window surrounds. (Figure 22) 
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47-47A Monument Square mid-18th century 

This is a two and a ha l f s tory frame Georgian house wi th a gambrel roof 
charac te r is t i c of the s t y l e . One bay deep, the house is four bays wide with 
addit ions on the west and south. Evidence that the house was moved to t h i s 
s i te is provided by the brick and granite foundations and by maps of th i s area 
which show no bu i ld ing on the s i t e before Monument Square was developed. 
I t a l i ana te addit ions to the house are the pedimented dormers and the door hood 
on the north facade. (Figure 22) 

48 Monument Square 1860-1861 

This is a three and a ha l f s tory br ick Mansard s ty le house on a high 
basement. I t has a brownstone watertable, str ingcourses, I ta l iana te window 
l i n t e l s , and hooded entry on consoles. A small o r i e l at the second story on 
the west facade and dormers on two sides enliven the bow f ron t bu i ld ing . This 
bu i ld ing and i t s neighbors at #49 and #50 respect the bui ld ing setback 
established by the deed res t r i c t i ons for the other three sides of the Square. 
I t was b u i l t fo r Isaac P.T. Edmands, who bought the l o t in 1860. (Figure 23) 

49 Monument Square 1861-1862 

Similar to i t s neighbor at #48, t h i s is a three and a hal f s tory brownstone 
bu i ld ing wi th a mansard roof . Stringcourses on the two bui ldings are carr ied 
at the same l e v e l , but the t r im at #49 is more de l i ca te . The f i r s t s tory 
str ingcourse is carved into f l o r a l wreathing, and twisted rope molding 

arched ent ry . Rope molding appears again at the polygonal second 
As are the bui ld ings at #48 and #50, t h i s house is set back from 

in an e f f o r t to maintain the uni formi ty of the rest of the Square, 
fo r Francis Thompson, who bought the l o t in 1861. (Figure 23) 

out l ines the 
story o r i e l , 
the sidewalk 
I t was b u i l t 

50 Monument Square 1866-1867 

This four story br ick corner bui ld ing is an expanded version of Monument 
Square's bow f ron t row house dwell ings. Four bays wide, rather than the usual 
three, the bui ld ing los t i t s mansard roof in the 1890s and was extended to the 
south to become a mul t i fami ly dwel l ing, as were several other corner bui ld ings 
on the Square. Remaining from i t s o r ig ina l appearance is the high qua l i t y 
water struck brick facades wi th ornate brownstone hoods on consoles over three 
of the f i r s t f l oo r bays. The hoods together with segmentally arched l i n t e l s 
on the second f l oo r are motifs adapted from I t a l y ' s palazzi . Although th i s 
side of the Square was not bound by deed r e s t r i c t i o n of the other three sides, 
i t s bui lder conformed to the guidelines and the house is set back from the 
s t reet behind a fence- l ined p l o t . I t was b u i l t fo r James Dana, who bought the 
l o t in 1866. (Figure 23) 
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Archaeology 

Due to the considerable regrading that took place between 1839 and 1848, 
fol lowed by bu i ld ing a c t i v i t y through the 1890s, archaeological f indings 
predating th is period are not l i k e l y . Original l ines of the redoubt of the 
1775 ba t t l e are possibly reconstructable with the use of maps and records of 
the Revolutionary War; however, they run through the urban area. 
Occupation-related features may survive in the yards of many of the dwell ings 
wi th in the d i s t r i c t , and these would help to document Charlestown's changing 
social and cu l tu ra l character during the las t ha l f of the 19th century. 

Archaeological invest igat ion has demonstrated that s ign i f i can t components of 
the innovate engineering system used for construct ing the monument survive 
(Mahlstedt 1981). 



3 i g n i f i C a n C e Monument Square H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , Boston ( C h a r l e s t o w n ) , Mass. 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

prehistoric archeology-prehistoric . X community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 ^ architecture education . j j -mi l i ta ry social/ 
1700-1799 art _ engineering music humanitarian 

X 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
_X_- 1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 

_ invention „ Jz_ .other (specify) Connunity Development 
Speci f ic dates 1839-1912 Bui lder /Archi tect V a r i o u s 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Monument Square Historic District retains integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials, feeling, workmanship, and association. The district 
encompasses the Bunker Hill Monument and Lodge (NHL, NR 1966) and includes an 
important collection of 19th century row houses whose construction was planned 
as a high quality urban development by the Bunker Hill Monument Association. 
It is located on the site of the Revolutionary War Battle of Bunker Hill of 
June 17, 1775. Sale of building lots in 1839 on the preserved battlefield, an 
idea long resisted, was to finance completion of the monument. The sale was a 
compromise which reduced the preserved battleground from 15 acres to a plot 
400' X 417' in exchange for the completion of the 220' tall obelisk. The 
faith that grand public monuments were a means of sustaining patriotic values 
was a factor in this decision, as was the sheer necessity of concluding a 
project which had far outstripped its original estimated costs. The row 
houses which went up were inspired by those of Beacon Hill, were sometimes 
architect designed, and were built under deed restrictions which aimed to keep 
the area residential or institutional and the buildings substantial. The 
Square has also been the place of residence of six mayors of Charlestown and 
of other women and men of importance. The Monument Square Historic District 
has local, state, and national significance, and meets criteria A, B, and C 
for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. . . 

Charlestown was settled a year before Boston, in 1629. On July 4, 1629, 
Prince Charles of England chartered the settlement as an independent town and 
named it after himself. The original grant included what is now Maiden, 
Woburn, Stoneham, Burlington, and Somerville, and parts of Medford, Cambridge 
and Reading. In 1630 each household was granted two acres of land for a house 
plot and two acres more for each able-bodied man. Native Americans, the 
Abergensians, lived in the area, which they called Mishawam, and their 
relations with the new settlers were relatively peaceful. It was the lack of 
fresh water, rather than conflict witti the Abergensians, that convinced some 
of the settlers to move to Boston and others to Watertown, leaving a small 
community behind. 

The small community grew to become both a seaport and a farming area, and by 
1750, a ferry shuttled passengers and goods between Charlestown and Boston. A 
horse-drawn stage line began at approximately the same time, helping 
Charlestown to become an independent town with close links to Boston. 

By the time of the Revolution, Charlestown with 400 houses was prosperous as a 
seaport on its own and strategically important for its overview of the Boston 
Harbor. That it would become a contested spot in the struggle over control of 
Boston was almost inevitable. What was not predictable was the strength of 
its defense by the rebels against the British troops. 
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In June 1775 the colonists planned a defense of Charlestown from Bunker H i l l , 
a higher h i l l north of Breed's H i l l . During the night of June 16th, i t was 
decided to f o r t i f y and defend Breed's H i l l instead, as i t lay closer to Boston 
and overlooked Copp's H i l l in North End. Reporters and h is tor ians did not 
pick up the change of locat ion u n t i l l a t e r , and i t has always been known as 
the Bat t le of Bunker H i l l . During the night a force of 1000 to 1500 colonists 
put up breastworks and defended the h i l l the fo l lowing day with far greater 
determination and s k i l l than the B r i t i sh had expected. The colonists were 
forced to re t rea t when reinforcements were s ta l l ed and the i r ammunition ran 
out , but B r i t i sh losses were propor t ional ly much greater. One explanation for 
some of t he i r bravery was the encouragement and s k i l l of General Joseph 
Warren, who se l f l ess l y and courageously urged the troops on u n t i l he was 
k i l l e d . 

Although defeated, the colonists were encouraged by the i r s t rength, and the 
ba t t l e was considered a turning point fo r the Revolution. On the other hand, 
Charlestown was largely destroyed and only, a handful of bui ld ings are alleged 
to have survived the f i r e set by red hot B r i t i sh cannonballs. One mid 18th 
century residence is known to have survived the f i r e ; i t was moved to i t s 
present locat ion at 47 Monument Square in the mid 19th century. Within two 
years, people began re turn ing , and three years la ter 289 homes had been b u i l t 
or r e b u i l t . The reconstruct ion which took place was shown on Peter Tuf ts ' map 
of 1818 which depicts large detached wood or brick houses on an acre or so of 
land. Gentlemen's estates were replacing farms. Pastures covered Breed's 
H i l l with i t s eastern slope mostly used for hay and grazing, the west for 
orchards and gardens. 

Meanwhile the b a t t l e f i e l d had been fo rgot ten . A monument to General Warren 
was put on the slope of Breed's H i l l in 1794, and v i s i t o r s to the s i t e came in 
numbers. Witnesses who could describe the f i g h t fo r tour i s ts grew fewer as 
time passed and when three acres of Breed's H i l l owned by James Russell came 
up for sale, several important Boston and Charlestown f igures determined that 
i t should be bought up for preservation as an open ba t t l e s i t e . Organized by 
Wil l iam Tudor, a Boston shipowner and founder of the North American Review, a 
group of prominent men decided the whole b a t t l e f i e l d should be bought and a 
monument b u i l t at the top of the h i l l . Included wi th in the group were Daniel 
Webster, Whig statesman; Dr. John C. Warren, nephew of Joseph Warren; George 
Ticknor and Edward Everett , Harvard professors who la ter founded the Boston 
Public L ibrary; and East India trader Thomas Perkins. Dr. Warren, who founded 
Harvard's Anatomical Theater & Museum, bought the land. He went on to 
establ ish the New England Journal of Medicine, the Massachusetts Medical 
College, and, with Dr. James Jackson, the Massachusetts General Hosp i ta l . 
Everett was in charge of ra is ing money for the monument. Plans were always 
more opt imis t ic than receipts would warrant, however. 
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In 1825 the Bunker H i l l Monument Association was incorporated. The same year 
Solomon Wi l lard was named supervising a rch i tec t , and work on the obelisk was 
begun. By 1829, work came to a stop, f o r lack of money. The land had already 
been mortgaged, yet the monument s i te lay id le and incomplete fo r an 
addi t ional ten years before the Monument Association could bring i t s e l f to 
finance the remainder of the project with a land sale. After a f ree bridge 
opened connecting Boston and Charlestown in 1836, Breed's H i l l property was 
increasingly valuable fo r settlement by land-hungry Bostonians, and 
association o f f i c i a l s decided i t was time to se l l a l l but four acres 

•V surrounding the monument for res ident ia l development. 

The town planning concept chosen for development o f the land is s i g n i f i c a n t . 
Un t i l 1835 Charlestown had been a largely ru ra l area, wi th detached houses on 
at least an acre of land. In that year a row of brick townhouses appeared, 
making what had been u n t i l than a purely Boston practice seem pract ica l fo r 
Charlestown. As the association could rea l i ze higher f inanc ia l y ie lds from 
the sale of many lots than from fewer ones, the urban model was selected and 
patterned a f te r Boston's Beacon H i l l . 

In 1839 Samuel Felton and George Parker surveyed the area fo r house l o t s . 
Their plan was based on a scheme drawn up by Solomon Wi l lard in 1834. In 
Fel ton's plan the Monument is centered on a nearly square p l o t , which is 
bordered by wide s t reets . Previously ex is t ing High Street formed the southern 
boundary and was not of fered for sale. Streets were symmetrically and a x i a l l y 

> arranged: north-south st reets were named Concord and Lexington a f t e r 
Revolutionary War ba t t l es , east-west were named Chestnut and Laurel Street fo r 
local t rees. Chestnut Street was la ter extended to the Winthrop Square area. 
As the same number of house lots were placed between these s t ree ts , l o t size 

• varied only s l i g h t l y . 

The plan la id out smaller house lots of streets beyond the Square, intended 
for art isans and the middle classes. Those facing the Square ( l o ts 1-45) were 
larger and subject to deed r e s t r i c t i o n s . The res t r i c t i ons were created to 
insure the design and maintenance of an ornamental square whose archi tecture 
would produce a d ign i f i ed set t ing fo r the monument, and whose residents would 
be soc ia l l y elevated and f i n a n c i a l l y s tab le. 

The res t r i c t i ons stated that a l l structures were to be residences unless b u i l t 
fo r l i t e r a r y or re l ig ious purposes. They were to be of masonry, not less than 
three nor more than four stor ies high. A l l were to be set back ten feet from 
the s t reet l i ne . Though these r es t r i c t i ons did much to create a uni f ied 
background for the monument, they did not en t i r e l y achieve the uni formi ty of 
the ideal which was pictured in the catalogue of sale of the l o t s , because 
bu i ld ing took place over a longer period of time than was ant ic ipated. 



HPt fam 1M0»« 

CM* Approval Ho. 1024-001$ 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Monument Square, Boston (Charlestown), 
Continuation sheet Massachusetts Item number ^ p^^^ 3 

With the exception of 8-14, bought by the C i ty of Charlestown, and 35-35, 
bought by the Methodist Episcopal Church, the lo ts were purchased by 
indiv idual local c i t i zens . Few were b u i l t upon by the i r o r ig ina l purchasers, 
and over the years, several contiguous lots were assembled by speculative 
bui lders. When res ident ia l construction came to an end in the f i r s t decade of 
the twentieth century, nearly ha l f of lo ts had been b u i l t upon by developers. 
Due to the deed res t r i c t i ons which allowed indiv iduat ion in d e t a i l , yet 
ordained consistency of bu i ld ing mater ia ls , an ensemble was created which was 
at once un i f ied and diverse, whether bui ldings were put up by indiv iduals fo r 
themselves or by developers. House construction was delayed u n t i l 1847 due to 
the extensive grading of the s i t e required fo r level l o t s . Grading had begun 
in 1838 to level the h i l l and correct the sharp drop-of f to the nor th . 

Two new streets leading to the Square were l a i d out a f te r the o r ig ina l s i t e 
preparat ion: lots 13 and 14 became Ba r t l e t t Street in 1868, and Monument 
Avenue, f i r s t proposed by the association to complete the ax ia l o r ienta t ion in 
the 1840s, was cut through from High to Warren Streets in 1852. In 1866 i t 
was extended to Main Street . 

When the Bunker H i l l Monument was completed in July of 1842, i t immediately 
became a popular t o u r i s t a t t r a c t i o n . Fees col lected from v i s i t o r s financed 
the laying out of walks and the handsome granite and cast iron fence designed 
by archi tect Isaiah Rogers. 

The f i r s t two houses on the Square were b u i l t as a double house at #6 and #7 
Monument Square Avenue in 1847-1848 (Figure 3) . Nunter 7 was the home of 
community leader George Washington Warren. A descendant of the hero of the 
Bat t le o f Bunker H i l l General Joseph Warren, he was president of the Bunker 
H i l l Monument Association from 1847 to 1875, and wrote a h is to ry of the 
organization. He was Mayor of Charlestown from 1847 to 1850, represented 
Charlestown in both branches of the l eg i s la tu re , and was for twenty f i v e years 
a municipal court judge. Warren set a high arch i tec tura l standard and social 
tone, which was to dominate the Square u n t i l the last years of the twentieth 
century. 

Peter Hubbell, who b u i l t the adjoining house at #6, was a lawyer who opened a 
p ro f i tab le brick yard in north Cambridge. His bricks were shipped to the 
Charlestown wharves via the Charlestown Branch Rai l road. Like Warren, he was 
an act ive community leader. 

The f i r s t f i v e houses to be b u i l t were erected on the east side of the Square; 
the s ix th was a pioneer on the north side in 1854. Development o f the south, 
or High Street, side commenced in the 1860s. Two ear l i e r frame houses, the 
la te 18th century #37-38 (Figure 39), and the ea r l i e r Georgian #47-47A (Figure 
22) were probably moved to the i r si tes a f ter the opening of the Square. On 
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the west, two i n s t i t u t i o n s , the Methodist Episcopal Church and the frame 
Charlestown High School of 1848, and one house (1854) were constructed; but 
th i s side would not r e a l l y begin to develop, and then slowly, u n t i l 1879. 

Between 1847 and 1869, four groups of row houses were constructed by two 
developers and a group of local residents. In a l l , t h i r t y houses went up in 
the twenty-two years. Among the f i r s t owners were jus t the wealthy upper 
class meiTlbers desired by the associat ion: merchants, lawyers, doctors, 
manufacturers, businessmen, and min is ters . The owner of #4 (Figure "2), 
Wil l iam Car l ton, was the founder of the Minnesota college which was named fo r 
him. Number 5 (Figure 2) was the home of James Lee, merchant at India Wharf. 
He served on the School Committee and represented the C i ty for one term in the 
Leg is la ture . Richard Frothingham, of an Old Charlestown fami ly , l i ved at #9A 
(Figure 5) . In the Legislature for f i v e terms, he was a menber of the 
Const i tut ional Convention of 1853, Treasurer of the Massachusetts H is to r i ca l 
Society, President of the Bunker H i l l Monument Association, and Mayor of 
Charlestown from 1851 to 1852. An edi tor on the Boston Post, he was also the 
author of several works of h i s to ry , among them The History of Charlestown. 
His s is ter l ived at #14 with her husband S.S. Blanchard, cashier of the 
Hamilton Bank. Another Frothingham, a ship broker on Long Wharf l i ved at #17, 
and l a t e r , s t i l l another l ived at #2. Number 16 (Figure 7) was the home of 
Rev. Will iam Buddington, pastor o f the F i rs t Church of Charlestown, and 
afterwards of Rev. Oliver C. Everett , pastor of the Edgeworth Street Chapel 
and missionary of the Harvard Unitarian Society. Nunfeer 22 (Figure 10) was 
b u i l t for grani te merchant F. L. Gilman. I t s granite fence and expansive 
grani te t r im must have provided valuable advertisement. I t s next resident was 
Massachusetts Surgeon-General Dr. Edward Forester. 

Two mayors of Charlestown l i ved in the block put up by bui lder J . S. Small 
about 1866. The lots had been owned by neighbors across the Square, who 
probably hi red Mr. Small a f t e r he had b u i l t #10-13 (Figure 6) in 1857. Number 
25 (Figure 12) was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Wil l iam Kent. He was Mayor of 
Charlestown in 1870 and 1871, and i t was in h is administrat ion that the new 
Ci ty Hall was constructed. Number 27 was the home of Liverus H u l l , Mayor of 
Charlestown in 1867 and 1868. He was act ive in the erection of T r i n i t y 
Methodist Church and the Winchester Home, of which he was President. Around 
the corner at #2 Concord Street (Figure 24) l i ved Phineas Stone, seventh Mayor 
of Charlestown. He was a founder of the Charlestown Savings Bank, operated a 
West Indies t rading business, was a Selectman, a representative to the 
Massachusetts House of Representatives, and inspector in the State prison 
system. Stone l ived on Concord Street from 1848 to 1866. 

A. E. Cutter l ived at #41 Monument Square (Figure 20) from 1869, when i t was 
b u i l t , to 1900. The owner of an especial ly f i ne l i b r a r y , he was the owner of 
a bookstore in Boston. Like several other residents of the Square, he served 
on the School Committee. 



N n Fonn 1040»a 
IMS 

CWl Approval. Ho. 1024-001$ 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Paric Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Monument Square, Boston (Charlestown),  
Continuation sheet Massachusetts Itemnumber 8 page 5 

Isaac P.T. Edmands, fo r whom #48 was constructed (Figure 23), was an owner of 
an apothecary establishment which made a fortune in baking powder, before 
turning to gold mining. Number 49 was b u i l t for Francis Thompson in 1861 
(Figure 23). He was a partner wi th his father in an iron and steel business, 
and served as Alderman and then Senator in the Legis lature. He was also a 
menter of the Mystic Water Board, and Water Commissioner of Boston. James 
Dana of #50, l i k e Thompson and Edmands, came from a respected Charlestown 
family (Figure 23). He was a lawyer, real estate developer, and rose through 
the m i l i t a r y to become Brigadier General of the Massachusetts Volunteer 
M i l i t i a . He was Mayor of Charlestown in 1857 and 1858, and was responsible 
fo r the introduct ion of the water system which became the Mystic System. 

Though streetcars were introduced in Charlestown in the 1850s and with them an 
i n f l ux of new immigrants, i t was not u n t i l the 1860s and 1870s that the 
wealthier classes began to leave Charlestown. This movement did not seem to 
a f fec t Monument Square u n t i l the 1870s, by which time most of the plots were 
already b u i l t upon. At t h i s time the pract ice of rent ing may have begun. 

Only four houses were constructed on the Square in the 1870s; two of them, a 
pair at #31 and #32 (Figure 16), were possibly intended fo r renta l purposes. 
Their-bui lder was in the restaurant business and la ter became an agent of a 
brewing company. This would indicate that the class st ructure of the Square 
was changing. For the f i r s t time the names of the owners are not of Yankee 
o r ig in . Architect Arthur Vinal designed his own house at #39 in 1875 (Figure 
24) and F. L. Gilman, grani te dealer, erected his at #22 (Figure 10). 

The only houses to be b u i l t in the decade of the 1880s were erected at #23 and 
#24 (Figure 11) on land owned by the resident of #19, Isaac Sweetser, 
President o f the F. and M. Insurance Company. One of the units was used as a 
rental property. 

Of the three bui ldings b u i l t in the 1890s, a l l were mul t i fami ly apartment 
houses. The apartment house, being on High Street at #45-46, was not subject 
to deed res t r i c t i ons and was of frame construction (Figure 22. In 1902 the 
apartment houses at #34-36 (Figure 18) were constructed on the s i tes o f the 
Methodist Episcopal Church and the house of Drs. Bel l and Lyon. Constructed 
of lower qua l i t y mater ia ls, they were the las t residences to be b u i l t on the 
Square, and the only group planned to house many renters . 

The C i t y of Boston replaced the 1848 frame High School with the present large 
granite s t ructure in 1907 (Figure 15). The Bunker H i l l Monument Association 
found the school a great improvement and hoped that i t s construction might 
serve to r e v i t a l i z e the area. They proposed erect ing a series of ident ica l 
bui ldings around the Square, in place of the houses, to make Breed's H i l l a 
"Mars H i l l " where the C i t y ' s major i ns t i t u t i ons would be centered. This idea 
does not seem to have gone beyond t h e i r Annual Report. 
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The last s t ructure to be b u i l t on the Square was also a c i t y i n s t i t u t i o n , the 
Boston Public L ibrary of 1912 (Figure 21). I t replaced the expensive brick 
mansion of Capt. J. B. Thomas. 

The arch i tec tura l s igni f icance of the Monument Square D i s t r i c t l ies in i t s 
being an ear ly , and successful, planned res iden t ia l development; i t s 
introduct ion of an urban res iden t ia l pattern into a previously ru ra l b u i l t 
environment; i t s in terest ing combination of monumental square and surrounding 
res iden t ia l background; and f i n a l l y , the strength and i n t e g r i t y of i t s 
arch i tectura l groupings, wi th both high s ty le and vernacular examples in a 
va r ie ty of mid-nineteenth century to ear ly twentieth century s t y l es . The 
frame houses, one Georgian, one Federal and both moved to t he i r s i tes on 
Monument Square, one pre-ex is t ing Greek Revival frame, and the two 
nonresidential s t ructures, the granite High School and the brick Boston Public 
L ib rary , add to the Square's richness and va r ie ty . Because so much of the 
Square, due to deed r e s t r i c t i o n s , planned l o t s ize, and period of intensive 
bu i l d i ng , was developed with masonry houses un i f ied in scale, mater ials and, 
in the main, ornamental vocabulary, these d i s t i n c t i v e structures are seen 
against a background of un i t y . 

In the 1830s, when Bunker H i l l Monument Association leaders began to consider 
se l l i ng part of the b a t t l e f i e l d to ra ise money to f i n i s h the i r g igant ic 
monument, they had to achieve a plan for i t s development which would be at 
once f i n a n c i a l l y expedient and appropr iately designed as a background for the 
obel isk. They decided on an open square surrounding the monument at the peak 
of the h i l l , wi th houses set back from broad streets ranged symmetrically 
around i t ; smaller lots with less substant ial houses were to f i l l the streets 
beyond i t . 

To insure the proper degree of d ign i t y surrounding the monument, association 
leaders decided to "prescribe and f i x f o r a l l time to come . . . the s ty le and 
character of the bu i ld ings . " Deed res t r i c t i ons insured a predominantly 
res iden t ia l neighborhood of masonry houses ei ther three or four f l oo rs h igh , 
and with a consistent ten- foot setback from the s t ree t . High Street , not 
being part of the association holdings, was not under deed r e s t r i c t i o n s , but 
the six res ident ia l structures b u i l t for lots on High Street before 1869 do 
conform to the pat tern. The two houses that were moved there and the 
apartment house are of frame; the Boston Public L ibrary vo lun ta r i l y adopted 
the material and height r e s t r i c t i o n s , but not the setback. S im i la r l y , on the 
west s ide, the last to develop, two houses from 1879 and another from 1896 
fo l low the ear l ie r pat tern, but the bui ldings constructed jus t before or a f t e r 
the turn of the century are obviously apartment bui ldings rather than houses. 
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Bui ld ing began in 1846 a f t e r a l l s i t e grading work was f i n i shed , and the f i r s t 
house was ready by the fo l lowing year. In the twenty-two years between 1847 
and 1869, 32 houses and two i ns t i t u t i ons were b u i l t ; of these, 28 houses 
remain. The pace of construction slowed markedly at the end of the I ta l ianate 

' period and co inc identa l ly a f te r the C iv i l War; nothing was b u i l t between 1869 
and 1874, and in the next t h i r t y - e i g h t years, when bui ld ing was completed, 
only 16 residences and two i ns t i t u t i ons were constructed. 

Bui lding began on the east side of the Square, and spread f i r s t to the nor th , 
(1854), and then on the south at High Street (ca. 1860). Only one house and 
two i ns t i t u t i ons (the Methodist Episcopal Church and the Charlestown High 
School o f 1848), now a l l demolished, were erected on the west side before 
1879. This side was the last to be developed, and because the major i ty of i t s 
res iden t ia l bui ldings were b u i l t a f te r the period of decl ine, i t is 
a rch i tec tu ra l l y the least integrated of the Bunker H i l l Monument Association 
Square holdings. 

The f i r s t house (#7, Figure 3) to go up was that of Charlestown Mayor and 
association President George Washington Warren. Based on the model of Beacon 
H i l l row houses, his f i ne Greek Revival house set for Monument Square several 
bui ldings precedents, such as the use of br ick wi th brownstone t r im and 
granite basements, the bow window, cast iron fence, and side garden. Unique, 
however, was the incorporation of t h i s house with that of Peter Hubbell a t #6 
(Figure 3 ) , in which an asymmetrical pair is joined in a single composition. 
Numbers 6 and 7 are the only houses b u i l t as a pair whose composition is based 
neither on s t ra igh t repe t i t i on nor s l i gh t var ia t ions of important d e t a i l s , but 
ra ther , combines design elements in to a un i f ied whole. The strong shallow 
pedimented door surrounds, simple l i n t e l s , and Federal s ty le dormers are 
played against the elegant ironwork balconies and window g r i l l e s to great 
e f f e c t . 

The next house to be b u i l t , #8 (1848, Figure 4 ) , though much more modest, 
continued the use of high grani te basement, stone steps to reach the f i r s t 

• f l o o r , and the side ha l l plan which would be used for s ing le , and even three 
fami ly residences u n t i l 1893 and thereaf ter . I t s upper f l oo rs have been 
r e b u i l t , but i t s o r ig ina l r o o f l i n e , mir ror ing that of #6 and #7, was intended 
to carry out the associat ion's o r ig ina l idea of order ly rows of nearly 
ident ica l houses around the Square. 

The Greek Revival house b u i l t in 1854 at #16 (Figure 7 ) , the f i r s t on the 
north side of the Square, was the f i r s t that we know of to be b u i l t by an 
a rch i tec t . This was an ear ly work of Nathaniel J . Bradlee, who became one of 
Boston's leading arch i tec ts . Bradlee's banks, including the National Ci ty 
Bank of Boston, churches, government bu i ld ings , hosp i ta ls , schools, l i b r a r i e s . 
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a theater , and scores of commercial bui ld ings and houses were designed between 
1853 and 1888 in a r i ch va r ie ty of s t y les . This house, wi th i t s restrained 
ornamentation and exact proport ions, remains among the simplest but the most 
elegant of the Square. 

The major i ty of the houses on the Square were b u i l t in the I ta l iana te and 
Mansard Styles. The f i r s t I ta l i ana te was b u i l t in 1853 at #2 (Figure 1 ) , and 
was the f i r s t to use the segmentally arched hood l i n t e l s , which were so 
popular in the 1850s and 1860s. They are used on more than ha l f of the 22 
houses b u i l t in these styles on the Square. The f l a t roof , o r i e l , and 
bracketed cornice also make the f i r s t of the i r many appearances on the Square 
at th is house. Because i t stands adjacent to the modest Greek Revival house 
at #1 (Figure 1 ) , the di f ference in proportions of the two sty les is 

' s t r i k i n g : those of the I ta l iana te being so much broader. 

Brownstone is used wi th lavish abundance in another early I ta l iana te example 
at #5 (1856, Figure 2 ) , fo r a rust icated basement, quoins, and the unique 
f r i eze ornamented wi th leaves and roset tes . 

The next houses to be constructed, #10, 1 1 , 12, and 13 (1857, Figure 6 ) , were 
the work of bui lder/developer J . S. Small, who was also responsible for the 

• row of bow fronted I ta l ianate houses at #25, 26, 27, and 28 (1866, Figure 
12). Number 28 was burned and never r e b u i l t . The row at #10-13 (#11 was 
r e b u i l t in 1890) is un i f ied not only by the double bracketed cornice and 
repe t i t i ve elements, such as segmental cornice hoods and two story bay 
windows, but also by quoins. The rather naive rust icated br ick door surrounds 
and simple wooden entry hoods would be replaced in Small 's la ter block at 
#25-27. Here the facade is bow f ronted, and the door surrounds feature 
del icate f l u t ed wooden cor inth ian columns supporting an arched por t i co . 

Another bui lder who erected two blocks of rowhouses was John B. Wilson. 
Wilson got control o f the lo ts where #17-18, and #19-20-21 (Figure 8 and 9) 
now stand, and in 1862 b u i l t a l l f i v e houses. Both blocks are bas ica l ly 
I t a l i ana te , but #19-20-21 are mansard-roofed, and #17-18 have f l a t roo fs , more 
robust hood l i n t e l s , and a narrow cast iron balcony at the piano nobi le 
leve l . A l l of these houses are trimmed in brownstone, and d i f f e r s l i g h t l y in 
d e t a i l i n g , as i f the master builder made small adjustments for prospective 
buyers. 

An equal number of I ta l ianate and Mansards remain which were b u i l t between 
1853-1869; two known I ta l ianates have been demolished. The s ty le of two other 
demolished houses is not known. The Mansards, however, are bas ica l ly 
I ta l iana te houses capped with the d i s t i n c t i v e be l l -cas t or s t ra igh t sided 
French roof executed in s la te . At #14 (1868, Figure 6 ) , the steeply pitched 
polychrome mansard forms a corner tower over the bay window. 
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The house b u i l t ca. 1861-1862 at #4 Monument Square Avenue (Figure 2) is a 
good example of the inventiveness of arch i tectura l de ta i l i ng which 
characterizes many of these houses, b u i l t as they were wi th in the s t r i c t 
l im i t a t i ons of p lo t s ize , mater ia l , and s t y l i s t i c vocabulary. The entry 
port ico is formed of t h i n l y carved molded brownstone shaped with oval openings 
at f ron t and sides. The round shouldered moti f is carr ied out at the windows, 
which also have footed s i l l s . 

The rounding of the square opening is repeated at #49, (ca. 1861-1862, Figure 
23) , the only bu i ld ing on the square wi th a brownstone facade. The house, 
which is a r t i cu la ted to re la te to i t s neighbor at #48, is characterized by 
de l icate brownstone t r i m : f l o r a l wreathing of the stringcourse and twisted 
rope ou t l i n ing the polygonal o r i e l and arched ent ry . 

The d i s t i nc t i on between I ta l iana te sty les usually characterized as v i l l a and 
palazzo is not as clear in th is dense urban environment as i t is found in 
suburban bu i l d ing , but we can recognize elements o f the elegant palazzo s ty le 
at #4 and #15, and the more cozy v i l l a s ty le at #19, 20, 21, and 49. 

After the act ive bui ld ing period in the I ta l iana te and Mansard s t y l es , the 
Square experienced a f i v e year hiatus in construct ion. Thereafter, the number 
of s ty les in each period was sharply reduced as houses tended to be 
constructed for several f am i l i es . This is a re f l ec t i on of two fac to rs : the 
f i l l i n g of the l o t s , and the decl in ing social prest ige of the area. 

Though the house at #22 (1874, Figure 10) has a mansard roof , i t is apparent 
that i t s bui lder has turned away from I t a l i a n imagery, and adopted instead, an 
amalgam of current s ty les . Resolutely ec lec t i c , the house incorporates 
elements of the Panel Brick s ty le popularized in the Back Bay, High V ic tor ian 
Gothic, Eastlake design ideas, and a French readiness to complicate the 
roo f l i ne with t u r r e t s , towers and high chimneys. The heaviness of i t s 
ornamentation is in s t r i k i n g contrast to N. J. Bradlee's del icate Greek 
Revival which preceded i t by only twenty years. 

Another house with a mansard roof at #39, b u i l t in 1875 (Figure 19), is a 
mature expression of the High V ic tor ian Gothic s ty le designed by Boston 
arch i tec t Arthur H. V ina l . V ina l , in his p r o l i f i c and important career 
(1870-1921), was responsible for the designs of the Chestnut H i l l Waterworks; 
the Robert Brigham Hospi ta l , Boston; Opera Houses in Augusta and Bangor, 
Maine; and several schools, f i r e and pol ice stat ions for the c i t y of Boston. 
His output of commercial bu i ld ings , apartment bu i ld ings , and pr ivate houses in 
the Boston area is large. In f a c t , his f i r m Vinal and Fowler was asked to 
design the granite Lodge of the Bunker H i l l Monument which was constructed in 
1902. This co lo r fu l house uses strongly contrast ing brick and limestone, gay 
t i l e s , checkered br ick and corbel led brick panels to enliven the surface. 
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Engaged buttresses, a recessed entry and high peaked gabled dormers add to the 
p l a s t i c i t y and complexity of the design. 

Another pair of High V ic tor ian houses, #31 and #32 (1879, Figure 16), were the 
work of Louis Weissbein. Weissbein designed f ac to r i es , the Berkshire County 
Court House (1871), and the o r ig ina l bu i ld ing for Boston College (1858-1861), 
as well as one and two fami ly houses in the suburbs and Back Bay. Much of 
the i r ornament has been covered or removed, but Gothic arched brownstone hood 
molds, roset tes , sawtoothed str ingcourses, and elaborate crest ing pieces 
capping the ornate o r i e l s remain. Number 3 1 , unl ike any previously b u i l t 
houses on the Square, is f i v e bays wide, and set the precedent fo r 
constructing mul t i fami ly dwellings . 

The Colonial Revival s ty le was introduced to Monument Square in 1886 by the 
f i rm of Boston archi tects Cabot and Chandler (1875-1888) at #23 and #24 
(Figure 11). Their pract ice was pr imar i ly r e s i d e n t i a l , and i t may be observed 
liere that the i r wide experience has been used in the sophist icated handling of 
t r ad i t i ona l design elements. The two houses, mirror images of each other, 
have been united by an oversized brownstone course forming both door and 
window l i n t e l s . The wide s idel ighted door surrounds and the pedimented 
dormers play on Federal imagery in a new manner. 

The other Colonial Revival houses #9 (1890, Figure 4) and #33 (1896, Figure 
7 ) , b u i l t for four and three fami l ies respect ive ly , fo l low Cabot and Chandler 
in the i r use of the prominent bay window with paneled spandrels. Number 9, 
which also displays Romanesque Revival inf luences, was designed by Wil l iam 
Wright, and #33 by G. H. Maynard. In both, the mul t i s to r ied bay (or shallow 
inset bow at #33) occupies more than one ha l f of the facade. 

The last three res ident ia l bui ld ings in the Square were planned for rental 
purposes. Here for the f i r s t time the social and economic change from single 
fami ly ownership to mul t i fami ly rental is re f lec ted in the bu i ld ing ' design 
and construct ion. One of the bui ld ings is four s to r i es ; a l l use inexpensive 
cast stone in stock pat terns. 

The north side of the Square is dominated by the massive granite Charlestown 
High School (Figure 1 ) . Constructed by the new Schoolhouse Department o f the 
City of Boston between 1902 and 1907 from plans by Stickney and Aust in, the 
Neo-Classical bu i ld ing upholds the arch i tectura l d ign i t y of the Square 
envisioned by the Bunker H i l l Monument Associat ion. 

A review of bu i ld ing around Monument Square suggests that the s i t e planning, 
bui ld ing r e s t r i c t i o n s , and leadership strategies undertaken by the association 
did produce, in the main, the desired resu l t of a d ign i f ied res ident ia l frame 
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for the historic f i e l d and colossal monument. However, decline in social 
prestige of the area which began in the last decade of the 19th century was 
followed in the 20th century by physical decline. Sale of the monument to the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts in 1919 stabil ized the monument's maintenance 
and probably acted to slow the d i s t r i c t ' s decline as wel l , but i t picked up 
again in the 1960s when urban renewal proved a threat to a l l of Charlestown. 
The High School was closed in 1976 and the Library was closed and converted to 
the Bunker Hi l l Monument Museum. 

Preservation efforts began in the mid 1970s around Monument Square. As 
property values increased in Charlestown in general, those in the d is t r i c t 
appreciated part icular ly, attracting investment in the historic area which 
compares closely to Beacon H i l l . Condominiums and apartments have been 
created from single family homes; the Charlestown High School is slated for 
residential reuse as wel l . In the majority of instances, the buildings in the 
d is t r i c t have had exterior restoration work accomplished which has reversed 
the decades of neglect. 

The Monument Square Historic Distr ic t recognized the national significance of 
the plan of the square and i t s development. As the financial means by which 
the Bunker H i l l bat t le f ie ld was preserved and the monument erected, the 
Monument Square Historic Dis t r ic t shares state and national significance with 
the Bunker H i l l National Historic Landmarks. For i ts architecture and 
community development, the d i s t r i c t is of local significance. 
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10. Verbal Boundary Jus t i f i ca t i on 

The Monument Square H is to r i c D i s t r i c t includes the Bunker H i l l Monument and 
Lodge (NHL/NR 1966) and a l l surrounding bui ldings that face the monument and 
i t s grounds, forming a square. Most were b u i l t between 1847 and 1902 under 
the aegis of the Bunker H i l l Monument Associat ion, a development group whose 
s t r ingent deed res t r i c t i ons were designed to both ra ise monies for the 
monument's construction and provide a sui table backdrop for such a prominent 
landmark. The 1907 high school and 1912 l i b ra r y complete the square. The 
square is topographical ly prominent, located at the summit of Breed's H i l l in 
Charlestown; around i t , the land drops away and those bui ldings immediately 
outside the d i s t r i c t boundaries are s i ted on the slopes of the h i l l , facing 
onto small side s t ree ts . While the bui ldings wi th in the d i s t r i c t are for the 
most part pretent ious, wel l designed, high s ty le row houses of three to four 
s t o r i es , those properties outside the d i s t r i c t are small in scale, more 
modest, and less wel l de ta i led . For spec i f i c boundaries, see attached 
assessor's map. The d i s t r i c t includes approximately 8.25 acres, 4 of which 
contain the previously l i s t e d Bunker H i l l Monument. 
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Monument Square Historic District (Charlestown) Boston, Massachusetts 1. 

Assessor's Parcel # Street Address Date of Construction Style 

3385 1 Monument Square 1850 Greek Revival 

3386 2 Monument Square 1853 Early It a l i a n a t e 

3387 4 Monument Square 1861-1862 Mansard/Italianate : 

3388 5 Monument Square 1856 . Itali a n a t e 

3389, 3390 6-7 Monument Square 1847 Greek Revival 

2792 • 8 Monument Square 1848 * Greek Revival '' * 

2793 9 Monument Square 1890 Romanesque/Colonial Reviva 

2794 9A Monument Square 1858 Ital i a n a t e 

2795, 2796, 2797, 2798 10,11,12,13 Monument Sq. 1857 (#11 r e b u i l t after 1892) Itali a n a t e ' ^ 

2799 14 Monument Square 1868 , ; Mansard/Italianate 

3033 : 15 Monument Square 1869 Mansard/Italianate 

3034 16 Monument Square 1854 Greek Revival 

3035, 3036 17, 18 Monument Square 1862 Ital i a n a t e 

3037, 3038, 3039 19,20,21 Monument Square 1862 Mansard/Italianate 

3040 22 Monument Square 1874 Mansard/Ec l e c t i c 

3041,3042 23,24 Monument Square 1886 Colonial Revival 

3043,3044,3045 25,26,27 Monument Square 1866-1869 Italianate ^ 

3073,3072 2-4 Concord Street 1840 Greek Revival 

3074 29 Monument Square 1895-1901 Romanesque Revival 

3150 30 Monument Square 1907 ' Neo-classical 
ALL PRDPEKTIES ARE (XJNrRIBUTING TO THE DISTRICT. 
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Assessor's Parcel // Street Address Date of Construction Style 

3153,3154 

3155 

3156,3157,3158,3159 

3207 / 

3208 

3209 

3210 

3212 

3258 

3259 

3305 

3306 

3307 

3166 

3166 . 

31,32 Monument Sq. 1897 

33 Monument Sq. 1896 

34,34A,35,36 Monument Sq. 1902 

37-38 Monument Sq. c.1800 

39 Monument Sq. 

40 Monument Sq. 

41 Monument Sq. 

43 Monument Sq. 

45-46 Monument Sq. 

47-47A Monument Sq. 

48 Monument Sq. 

49 Monument Sq. 

50 Monument Sq. 

Bunker H i l l Monument 

Bunker H i l l Lodge 

1875 

1860-1861 

1869 

1912 

1895 % 

mid-18th century 

1860- 1861 

1861- 1862 

1866-1867 

1825-1842 

1902 

High Victorian Gothic 

Colonial Revival 

Neo-Georgian 

Federal with I t a l i a n a t e alterations 

High Victorian Gothic 

Mansard/Italianate 

Mansard/Italianate . . 

Neo-Classical 

Queen Anne 

Georgian 

Mansard/Italianate 

Mansard/Italianate 

Ita l i a n a t e 

NHL/NR 1966 

NHL/NR 1966 

ALL PROPERTIES ARE CDI-JTRIBUTING TO THE DISTRICT 

7// >-(yto 



Property Owners List 
Monument Square Historic District 
fclharlestowiO Boston, Massachusetts 

Ward #2 

PARCfeL # 

3385 

3386 

3387 

3388 

3389 

3390 

2792 

2793 

2794 

2795 

PROPERTY AFFECTED 

1 Monument Square 

2 Monument Square 

4 Monument Square 

5 Monximent Square 

6 Monument Square 

7 Monument Square 

8 Monument Square 

9 Monument Square 

9A Monument Square 

10 Monument Square 

LEGAL ADDRESS OF OWNER 

Roman Catholic Arch of Boston 
1 Monument Square 
Charlestown, MA 02129 

Godrey, Dudley, Jr. 
2 Monument Square 

Leslie Dangle 
Unit #2 
4 Monument Square 

Russell & Susan Blanton 
Unit #3 
4 Monument Square 

Nancy Jerome 
Unit #1 
4 Monument Square 

Cheryl & John McAllif 
Unit #4 
4 Monument Square 

Andrew Murphy 111 
Unit #5 
4 Monument Square 

Charles Hurvey 
Unit #6 
4 Monument Square 

F i r s t Baptist Church : 
5 Monument Square 

Robert, Beardsley B 
6 Monument Square 

Edward Kelly, Etal 
8 Monument Square 

Charles J. Cassidy, Etal 
9A Monument Square 

Victor Zarougian, Etal 
56 High Street 
Charlestown, MA 02129 
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PARCEL # PROPERTY AFFECTED LEGAL ADDRESS OF OWNER 

08790 

2797 

11 Monument Square 

12 Monument Square 

Kenneth H. Fisk 
11 Monument Square 

Peter Turchin, Jr. 
12 Monument Square 
Unit #2 

Charles F. Norton, Jr. 
12 Monument Square 
Unit #1 

Twelve Monument Square 
12 Monument Square 

Peter Turchin, 3rd 
12 Monument Square 
Unit #3 

Thomas Turchin 
12 Monument Square 
Unit #4 

2798 13 Monument Square 

2799 

3033 

3034 

3035 

3036 

14 Monument Square 

15 Monument Square 

16 Monument Square 

17 Monument Square 

18 Monument Square 

3037 19 Monimient Square 

Pond Fielde Realty Trust 
William F. G r i f f i n , Trustee 
Davis, Malm, D'agostine 
1 Boston Place 
Boston, MA 02108 

Rose C. Rogovin, Trustee 
14 Monument Square 

Laura Langdon & Russell Alberts 
15 Monument Square 

Robert H. Webb 
Old Colony Road 
Concord, MA 01773 

Sharon Whitworth, Trust 
c/o Charles Burkin 
18 Tremont Street 
Boston, MA 02108 ' 

Andrew G. Mi l l s * 
18 Monument Square 

P r i s c i l l a & David Seuss 
18 Monument Square 

Harry B. Garden, Trust 
19 Monument Square 
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3038 

3039 

3040 

PROPERTY AFFECTED 

20 Monument Square 

21 Monument Square 

22 Monument Square 

L_EGAL _APDRESS_ OF ̂OWNER 

Peter McClure & Phoebe Blake 
20 Monument Square 

Paul H. Tucker, Etal 
21 Monument Square 

Ron Kulich & Mary Anne Gibbons 
22 Monument Square 

Allan Kravitz 
Unit #1 
22 Monument Square 

Robert Ropp 
22 Monument Square 
Unit #3 

Monument Square Condo Trust 
22 Monument Square 

John Irwin 
22 Monument Square 
Unit #4 

3041 23 Monument Square Gretta Marshall 
Unit #1 
,/23 Monument Square 

Kathleen A. Bowker, Etal 
23 Monument Square 
Unit #2 

3042 

3043 f 

3044 

24 Monument Square 

25 Monument Square 

26 Monument Square 

John Fiore 
Unit #4 
23 Monument Square 

Twenty Three Monument Square 
23 Monument Square 

Constance C. Stone 
23 Monument Square 
Unit #3 

Silva Realty 
176 Broadway 
Sommerville, MA 02145 

Mary Ann Hudson, Etal 
25 Monument Square 

Katherine A. Young, Etal 
26 Monument Square 
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3045 

3074 

3153 

3154 

3155 

3156 

3157 

3158 

3207 

3208 

3209 

3210 

3212 

3258 

3259 

3305 

3306 

3159 

PROPERTY AFFECTED LEGAL ADDRESS OF OWNER 

27-28 Monument Square Mr. Cronin 
27 Monument Square 

29 Monument Square 

31 Monument Square 

32 Monument Square 

33 Monument Square 

34 Monument Square 

Keith Caveny 
42 Havilah Street, Lowell, MA 01853 

James Duffy 
31 Monument Square 

Juan M. Taveras, Etal 
Lancaster County Road 
Harvard, MA 01451 

Daniel Polvere & Ellen P f e i f f e r 
33 Monument Square 

Margaret A. Doherty 
34 Monument Square 

34A Monument Square Francis J. Hennessy, Etal 
36 Monument Square 

35 Monument Square Federal Investments Inc. 
35 Monument Square 

37-38 Monument Square Barbara F. Carye, Etal 
37 Monument Square 

39 Monument Square Mary Okane 
39 Monument Square 

40 Monument Square Patricia Ward 
40 Monument Square 

41-42 Monument Square Warner B^ndshuh 

41-42 Monument Square 

43 Monument Square PFD^Ci^t^of 6ow^o^, CouriSi., (ioi>h> 

45-46 Monument Square Timothy Callahan, Jr. 
45 Monument Square 

47 Monument Square 

48 Monument Square 

49 Montjment Square 

36 MonuTient. Square 

William B. White 
47 Monument Square 

Larch Circle Inc. 
34 Larch Circle 
Belmont, MA 02178 

William J. Galvin 
49 Monument Square 

Anna R i f f i 
36 Monument Square 
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3307 50 Monument Square Richard S. Burke, Etal 
Unit #1 
50 Monument Square 

Jacob F. Young 111 
50 Monument Square 
Unit #3 

F i f t y Monument Square Condo Trust 
50 Monument Square 

Jeffrey B. Powers 
Unit #6 
50 Monument Square 

James E. Hayes 
Unit #9 
50 Monument Square 

Richard Anderson 
Unit #7 
50 Monument Square 

Lynne T. Johansson, Etal 
Unit #2 
50 Monument Square 

Leon E. Fernandez 
Unit #8 
50 Monument Square * 

Jacob F. Young 111 H 
Unit #4 
50 Monument Square 

Joseph T. Kowalik, Etal 
3030 Old Decatur Road 
Atlanta, Georgia 30305 

3073 2 Concord Road John J. Walsh, Etal 
2 Concord Road 

3072 4 Concord Road Arthur F. Walsh, Etal 
4 Concord Road 

Charlestown High School 
30 Monument Square 

Charlestown HS LTD Partnership 
c/o Peter Madsen 
12 Arrow Street 
Cambridge, MA 02138 
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1. Name 

OMS Ho. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

For NPS UM only 

received '9" 

date enteied 

historic 
Monument Square Historic Dis t r i c t 

and or common same 

2. Location 
yee District mta aneet: 

street & number Monument Square, Monument Square Ave., & Concord Ave. not for publication 

city, town Boston (Charlestown) 5iZ^ vicinity of 

state Massachiisetts code 025 county Suffolk code 
025 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

^ district public ^ occupied agriculture - ' museum ' * • 
building(s) private unoccupied commercial 'is f ,; . 2? parit 
structure both work in progress X educational X private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object N /A ' " process yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial ^ transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 
Various Owners: See attached l i s t 

name 

street & number 

city, town vicinity of state 
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courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. M i d d l e s e x Coun ty C o u r t h o u s e : a f t e r 1974 S u f f o l k C o u r t h o u s e 

street & number 40 T h o r n d i k e S t r e e t ; P e n b e r t o n Square 
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7 . D e s c r i p t i o n Monument Square Historic D i s t r i c t , Boston (Charlestown), Mass. • ••'-•-).,. 
Condition Check one Check one 

— excellent deteriorated unaltered original site 
good — _ ruins x altered moved date , „ 
fair unexposed ( s e e t e x t ) 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Monument Square Historic District in the Charlestown neighborhood of 
Boston, Massachusetts, encompasses the Bunker Hill Monument (NHL, NR 1966). 
In addition to the monument, the district is composed of 47 buildings. The 
buildings front directly onto Monument Square, which, as its name suggests, is 
laid out in a square surrounding the monument, the Bunker Hill Monument Lodge, 
and their grounds. The district is located at the summit of Breed's Hill on . 
the Revolutionary battlefield and is surrounded by a dense, predominantlŷ  * 
residential urban area, with commercial and industrial buildings at the,;, ' 
fringes of the neighborhood. Together with the four acres immediately ' 
surrounding the Bunker Hill Monument and Lodge, the Monument Square Historic 
District includes approximately 8.25 acres. There are no noncontributing 
structures in the district. _ -̂ y- .. , , ^ 

Buildings in the district range in date from mid-lSth century to 1912. In 
original use they consist of a public library, a high school, and 45 single 
and multifamily dwellings. The earliest buildings on the Square are two frame 
buildings which pre-date the building of the square, but were moved to the 
square. One is a late Georgian House, while the other is a Federal double 
house. The first buildings dating after the establishment of the Square in 
1839 are Greek Revival in style, followed by the largest proportion of * 
buildings, in the Italianate and Mansard styles of the 1850s-1870s. The Queen 
Anne style is represented, as are the High Victorian Gothic, Neo-Georgian and , 
Neo-Classical styles from the 1880s to the early 1900s. At this time, 
construction slowed and finally stopped entirely as building lots were filled. 

No building in the district is over four stories in height, and all are of 
brick or stone, with the exception of four frame buildings on the south side • 
of the Square and one on Concord Street, The majority are well-designed, high 
style buildings with a high level of execution. Several are designed by 
architects. There are no intrusions in the district, and only four of the 
buildings do not observe a sidewalk set back. The district has a high level * ; 
of uniformity of proportions, scale, color, materials, and workmanship. TV 

As a neatly ranged Square bordering an open park space, the district is an 
important collection of 19th century row houses whose appearance and use has 
varied l i t t l e since their construction. 

A desirable residential area, the district has been quite well-preserved, and 
within the last few years has been, with few exceptions, scrupulously 
maintained. Alterations and additions have been generally relegated to the 
rear of the buildings, so that the streetscapes have been maintained. Several 
roof lines have been altered and one building was rebuilt in the 1890s, but 
its materials and proportions were maintained. 

• • | i : , ^ : f | i ^ . •''••^1.. , . . ,•,.•,„; •J;,.,L î î ',./-̂ •ii.,.JX„H;i.̂ i.̂ Ĵ  
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I t is fo r reasons of h igh-qua l i t y const ruct ion, arrangement and state of 
preservation that the d i s t r i c t is dist inguished from the surrounding area 
which tends to be of smaller, more modest masonry bui ldings on smaller l o t s . 

The bui ld ings are described in numerical address order, running in a counter 
clockwise d i rect ion around the monument. 

1 Monument Square Avenue 1850 

This modest four story br ick Greek Revival row house is set back the required 
ten feet from the sidewalk, but l i k e the f i r s t row house to be b u i l t on the 
Square, i t retained one l o t fo r a side garden. Three bays wide with a side 
ha l l p lan, the house has a recessed door wi th a simple, pedimented surround. 
Like most of the other Greek Revival and I ta l ianate houses, i t s high granite 
basement allows for an entry stoop. Windows, graduated in length, have p la in 

^limestone l i n t e l s . Star rods stud the Winthrop Street e levat ion. The house 
was extended ca. 1885; the roo f l i ne may have been al tered and the copper 
den t i l l ed cornice added then. The addit ion features brownstone s i l l s and 
l i n t e l s and stained glass windows. (Figure 1) 

2 Monument Square Avenue 1853 

This ear ly I ta l ianate row house b u i l t by A. Brown is four stor ies on a high 
grani te basement. Three bays wide wi th a f l a t roof and a side hal l p lan, i t 
is set back from the l ine of the s t ree t . Like i t s Greek Revival neighbor, an 
iron fence on grani te foundations edges the p lo t . A double-leafed door and 
transom are recessed under a heavy brownstone I ta l ianate surround which 
supports a wooden o r i e l . Arched brownstone l i n t e l s on s c r o l l s , footed s i l l s , 
and a heavy bracketed cornice are typ ica l of high s ty le row house construction 
of th is period (Figure 2) 

4 Monument Square Avenue 1861-1862 v, 

This four story br ick I ta l i ana te row house with slate mansard roof was b u i l t 
for Wil l iam Car l ton. One of the few houses on the Square to be planned with 
an extra l o t fo r a garden (#6 is another), i t reta ins the brownstone 
foundation of a surrounding fence. Three bays wide wi th a side hal l p lan, the 
house has an entrance reached by a long f l i g h t of brownstone s t a i r s . The 
double door and high transom are set behind a unique port ico whose oval 
openings at the side and round shoulders at the f r on t are formed of deeply 
molded, slender brownstone work. The arched motif is repeated in the 
graduated windows, which have footed s i l l s . An o r i e l above the port ico and 
dormer windows of the mansard are typ ica l of domestic work of th i s per iod. 
The rus t ica ted brownstone basement and heavy copper cornice add to the 
d i s t i nc t i on of the house. (Figure 2) 
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5 Monument Square Avenue 1856 

This four s tory , f l a t - r oo fed I ta l ianate row house was b u i l t fo r James Lee. 
Like i t s neighbors, i t is three bays wide wi th a side hal l plan and is set 
back from the street behind an iron fence. The brick bui ld ing is trimmed with 
brownstone, which is used in abundance for the long f l i g h t of s t a i r s , 
rus t icated basement, quoins and the unusual f r i eze carved with leaves and 
roset tes. The high arched double door is set under a heavy I ta l i ana te hood 
with carved s c r o l l s . Segmentally arched windows, an o r i e l , and a deep cornice 
are other features which convey the p l a s t i c i t y of the I ta l i ana te s t y l e . 
(Figure 2) 

6-7 Monument Square Avenue 1847 * 

These two 3 1/2 story Greek Revival row houses were the f i r s t to be b u i l t 
a f te r the laying out of Monument Square. They were constructed in 1845-1847 

\ fo r Charlestown May:>r George Washington Warren and i n d u s t r i a l i s t Peter 
Hubbell. The pa i r ' s setback from the st reet was universal ly adopted, but not 

' i t s use of an extra l o t as a side garden. The s t ruc tures, conceived as an 
integrated composition, are of f i ne brick wi th brownstone t r im and grani te 
basements. The nearly symmetrical facade of the unevenly divided houses is 
dist inguished by t r i p l e bow windows. Set between them are shallow pedimented 
door surrounds, which d i f f e r s l i g h t l y : #6 is recessed with s ide l ights and 
transom, #7 has an East lake-style door nearly f lush with i t s p i l as te r s . 
Fenestration is graduated; long f i r s t f l oo r windows are pedimented, those of 
the upper 6/6 windows have p la in l i n t e l s . A wide brownstone and copper 
cornice extends across the facade. The slate gable roof is broken by small 
dormers and i t s gables are l inked by t a l l chimneys. Number 7 is capped by an 
I ta l ianate cupola, octagonal in plan. The house is dist inguished by 
pa r t i cu l a r l y f i ne i ron work: a fence, two del icate narrow balconies on the 
facade and one at the side, f i r s t f l oo r window g r i l l e s and the ornate 
baluster , r a i l and stoop ornament of the grani te s t a i r s . The f i ne 
workmanship, de ta i l s and proportions of th is set of houses, and the i r 
i n t e g r i t y of materials and design, make th i s a f i ne example of the hi 
Greek Revival row house. (Figure 3) 

r 
gh style. 

8 Monument Square Avenue 1848 

This Greek Revival brick row house, side hall in plan, was originally 3 1/2 
stories high but has been rebuilt to four stories. Its original roof mirrored 
#6-7, which i t followed one year later. The three bay structure has a 
trabeated door surround in brownstone with pilasters supporting a simple, deep 
entablature. Its recessed double door is intact. Considerably less rich in 
detail than #6-7 i t has brownstone sills but brick lintels. Massive granite 
fence posts which resemble the forms of the Bunker Hill Monument survive. 
(Figure 4) ^ 

.'̂ '̂•.'̂ lâ .̂••̂ .;-*]̂ .̂.̂ l̂.•.:̂ .̂ L̂X. . 
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9 Monument Square Avenue 1890 '. 

This four story row house with brownstone trim, built as i n f i l l by architect 
William Wright, respects the traditions of Monument Square in its setback, 
pocket garden, iron fence and building materials of brick and brownstone 
trim. The arched, recessed door surround of brownstone reflects the influence 
of the Romanesque Revival style, though the splayed brick lintels topped with 
brownstone are Colonial Revival. Fully one half of the facade is occupied by 
an octagonal bay window clad in copper with panelled spandrels. It is 
supported, like that of its nwch earlier neighbor at 9A, on brownstone 
brackets above the high basement. A corbelled cornice finishes the nearly 
fl a t roof. This building, later in style that its neighbors, and erected for 
four families rather than one, is nevertheless well integrated into the 
domestic environment of the Square. (Figure 4) 

9A Monument Square Avenue 1858 

This four story brick Italianate row house is set back, like its neighbors, 
from the line of the street and is reached by a flight of stairs. Side hall 
in plan, i t has a segmentally arched transom above a wide double door. A bow 
window rising four stories is supported above the high granite basement on a 
bracket. A narrow balcony with original ornate cast iron work is placed under 
the long narrow windows of the piano nobile. A bracketed cornice finishes the 
flat roof of the lively, urban Italianate dwelling. (Figure 5) 

10, 11, 12, 13 Monument Square 1857 

These four row houses were planned and built by J.S. Small who was also 
responsible for those at 25, 26, 27 and 28 Monument Square. They were planned 
as a coherent unit in the Italianate style, and are framed by quoins at 
numbers 10 and 13. After 1892 # 11 was rebuilt, breaking the unity. The four 
story brick structures are set on granite basements, are two bays wide and 
trimmed with paired wood brackets at the cornice, segmentally arched window 
hoods and two story high bay windows, each of which differs slightly. The 
entry doors are recessed behind round arches which are framed by rusticated 
brickwork. Following the 1839 deed restrictions, the group is set back from 
the lot line behind granite stairs and fence foundations. (Figure 6) 

14 Monument Square Avenue 1868 

This corner brick row house with brownstone trim is Italianate in style under 
a slate roof, which displays the vestiges of a polychrome scheme. Three 
stories high on a rusticated brownstone basement, the house has a shallow 
rectangular bay window which ends in a mansard tower. Side hall in plan, the 
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house's door surround features a low entablature punctuated by a keystone, and 
carved double doors topped by a segmentally arched f a n l i g h t . Fenestration 
shows a var ie ty of forms: brownstone is used fo r cornice hoods, arched 
surrounds, and f l a t l i n t e l s ; brick fo r arched surrounds. Set back from the 
st reet behind the remainder of a cast iron fence, i t is reached by a long 
f l i g h t of brownstone s t a i r s . The house was b u i l t f o r Hamilton Bank of Boston 
cashier Sampson Stoddard Blanchard. (Figure 6) 

15 Monument Square 1869 

This three story Mansard s ty le br ick row house occupies a corner l o t which i t 
uses to advantage by displaying quoins on i t s prominent corner. The house is 
three bays wide and i t s entrance is recessed behind an ornately carved 
brownstone surround composed of panelled p i las te rs and an I ta l i ana te hood. 
Window surrounds of the south facade are brownstone with cornice hoods and 
o r i e l s on t h i s and the Lexington Street facade. The house is set back the 
required ten feet behind a cast iron fence on granite foundations and is 
reached by a grani te stoop. The house was b u i l t fo r Samson Warren who bought 
the l o t from Oliver Everett who l ived next door. (Figure 7) 

16 Monument Square Avenue 1854 

This four s tory , three bay, br ick row house, which is side ha l l in p lan, was 
b u i l t in 1854 by Boston archi tect N. J . Bradlee in a restrained Greek Revival 
s t y l e . Set on a high granite basement, th is was the f i r s t house on the north 
side of the Square and is set back the required ten feet from the st reet 
l i n e . Careful ly proportioned and with simple d e t a i l i n g , the bui ld ing has long 
narrow windows on the piano nobi le emphasized by a cast i ron balcony. The 
simple door surround and window l i n t e l s are in brownstone. A brick 
str ingcourse and corbel led cornice under a f l a t roof complete the rather 
austere composition. The house was b u i l t fo r Mrs. Wil l iam Buddington and her 
husband Reverend Buddington, pastor of the F i rs t Church, Charlestown. (Figure 
7) 

17, 18 Monument Square Avenue 1862 , 

Numbers 17 and 18 were b u i l t on speculation as a pair by master bui lder John 
B. Wilson, who also constructed the adjacent houses at 19 and 21 Monument 
Square. The robust I ta l ianate s ty le houses are four stor ies h igh, three bays 
wide wi th a side hal l p lan, and share the f l a t roo f , continuous bracketed 
cornice, granite-faced basement and granite fence foundations. The cast iron 
fence posts of #17 remain to indicate the o r i g i n a l . The houses d i f f e r in 
d e t a i l i n g : in the ornateness of segmentally arched hood window l i n t e l s , the 
long second f l o o r windows and cast i ron balcony of #17, the shape of the 



HP* ram 1040»a 
(MO) OMB Approval Ho. 1024-001$ 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
r ^ i ^ ^ i Monunent Square, Boston (Charlestown) 
continuation sheet m<^<^^rhn^e^ff^ Itemnumber 7 page 5 

second f l oo r o r i e l s and in the door surrounds. Both surrounds are of 
brownstone with paneled p i las te rs supporting scro l led hoods, but that at #17 
is deeply recessed, and the shape of the transom d i f f e r s . Number 17 was 
purchased by Nathaniel F. Frothingham, a ship broker, and #18 was soon bought 
by Charles Merriam J r . , a dry goods merchant in Boston. (Figure 8) 

19, 20, 21 Monument Square Avenue 1862 

These three brick row houses were constructed by master bui lder John B. Wilson 
who b u i l t the adjacent pa i r , #17 and 18, the same year. Three s tor ies high 
with a mansard roof , the I ta l ianate s ty le houses stand on a high granite 
basements. They are three bays wide wi th side ha l l plans, are trimmed in 
brownstone and have segmentally arched wooden dormers in a bel least roo f . The 
r e p e t i t i v e l y planned uni ts d i f f e r s l i g h t l y in d e t a i l . Brownstone door 
surrounds feature paneled p i l as te rs and hoods on brackets, but transoms and 
o r i e l s have d i f f e ren t shapes. The center house has a more c losely spaced 
bracketed cornice, i t s facade displays star t i e rods, and i t s mortar j o in t s 
are recessed. (Figure 9) 

22 Monument Square Avenue 1874 

This three story br ick row house was b u i l t fo r granite dealer F. L. Gilman, 
who used generous amounts of the stone for i t s ornamentation: quoins, 
str ingcourses, incised door surround and window l i n t e l s , and heavy braces fo r 
the second f l oo r o r i e l of the facade. Eclect ic in s t y l e . Panel Br ick, 
Eastlake and Mansard Style elements are fused with energy. The corner s i te is 
used to display another o r i e l nearly as ornate as that of the facade, the 
patterned slate mansard roof wi th paneled chimney, tur re ted and pedimented 
dormers. The massive Gothic fence is the only en t i r e l y of grani te on Monument 
Square. (Figure 10) 

23, 24 Monument Square Avenue 1886 

These Colonial Revival br ick row houses were b u i l t in 1886 by the 
dist inguished Boston archi tectura l f i rm of Cabot and Chandler. Well 
integrated in scale and material with the i r older neighbors, the units benef i t 
from sophist icated handling of fami l ia r design elements. The four s to ry , 
three bay structures have adjacent entrances united by an oversized brownstone 
voussoir l i n t e l which continues across the en t i re facade. Two brownstone 
watertables, one forming f i r s t f l oo r window s i l l s , re inforce the horizontal 
l i nes . The Colonial Revival door surrounds have oversized multipane transoms 
and wide s ide l i gh ts . Symmetrically placed three story paneled copper o r i e l s 
break the two copper cornices with pediments; they are viewed against the 
modified mansard slate roo f . These bui ldings are among the few which do not 
have f ron t gardens or raised f r on t doors. They nevertheless respect the set 
back. (Figure 11) 
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25, 26 27 Monument Square 1866-1869 

These three I ta l ianate row houses were b u i l t by J . S. Small fo r Wil l iam and 
Betsy Kent, Charles Thompson and Liverus Hu l l . A four th un i t , now gone, at 
#28 was b u i l t fo r Isaac Redf ie ld. The bow f r o n t , br ick row houses are four 
s tor ies in height and are set on high grani te basements. Their f l a t roofs are 
f in ished by a heavi ly molded cornice set on paired brackets. Number 25 
re ta ins i t s o r ig ina l door surround with f l u ted wooden cor inth ian columns 
supporting an arched port ico with turned drop t r i m . The double doors which 
are o r ig ina l at #26 and 27 are set beneath a transom and are reached by 

• granite steps. Cast iron f o l i a t e r a i l i ngs border the steps and cast iron 
balconies (missing at #26) are placed under long piano nobi le windows, 
repeating those at the f i r s t houses on the Square at #6 and 7. Segmentally 
arched cornice window hoods provide addi t ional ornament to the facade 
surface. (Figure 12) 

2-4 Concord Street 1840s 

This is a Greek Revival double house of frame construction unique to Monument 
Square. I t is 2 1/2 s tor ies in height , s ix bays wide and has adjacent, 
recessed en t r i es . I t has a gable roof topped by an octagonal monitor above two 
pedimented dormers. A wide den t i l l ed f r i eze makes returns in the gable ends 
to form pediments. There are wide cornerboards with reveals and a watertable 
fo r t r im . The entr ies have entablature surrounds rest ing on broad p i l a s t e r s . 
Doors are flanked by f u l l length s ide l i gh ts . Window sash is 5/6. This house 
was occupied by Phineas Stone; he and his fami ly may have been i t s f i r s t 
owners. 

29 Monument Square 1895-1901 

This apartment bu i ld ing fol lows the pattern of s ingle fami ly dwellings on 
Monument Square by being of b r i ck , three s tor ies in height , and by having a 
bay f ron t facade with a side ent ry . I t occupies the ent i re width of the 
block, however, w i th arched entr ies and two metal o r i e l s on i t s length. 
S t y l i s t i c a l l y ec lec t ic and modest in d e t a i l , the bu i ld ing is a combination of 
Queen Anne and Romanesque Revival motifs adapted to the apartment block. In 
1901, i t was owned by Walter Nash for whom i t may have been b u i l t . (Figure 
14) 

1 30 Monument Square 1907 

The Charlestown High School is a four story grani te block bui ld ing which ' 
becomes f i v e s tor ies on the north facade where Breed's H i l l slopes away. I t 
was designed and b u i l t by the Boston arch i tectura l f i r m Stickney and Austin 
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between 1902-1907 and occupies the ent i re corner block at the northeast corner 
of the Square. I t s Neo-Classical s ty le was spec i f i ca l l y chosen by the Boston 
Schoolhouse Department to harmonize with the c lass ica l Greek design of the 
monument and i t s adjacent lodge. The facade is eleven bays wide and the 
central seven bays are s l i g h t l y recessed behind engaged columns which r i se two 
stor ies in height. An inscr ip t ion across the facade of the school gives the 
date of the f i r s t High School on the s i t e , 1848, and that o f t h i s bu i l d i ng , 
i t s successor, 1907. A clock and a compass rose fur ther ornament the facade 
together w i th anthemion acroter ia at the roof l i ne repeating that a t the 
Bunker H i l l Monument Lodge. (Figure 15) 

31 , 32 Monument Square Avenue 1879 

These two High Victor ian Gothic br ick row houses were b u i l t by arch i tec t Lewis 
Weissbein fo r restaurant owner and brewery agent Joseph Gahn and Rabetta 
Gahn. Three and f i v e bays wide, the houses have a continuous corbel led and 
checkered brick cornice which runs beneath the i r f l a t roof . Ornamental 
br ickwork, now mainly covered, is also seen in the sawtoothed str ingcourses. 
Brownstone is extensively used in the continuous s i l l s and segmentally arched 
l i n t e l s of the f i r s t and second f l o o r s . The f i r s t f l oo r l i n t e l s have been 
removed, but the brownstone rosettes remain. Slate-roofed o r ie l s on paired 
braces are placed over the en t r ies . Their o r ig ina l appearance is retained at 
#31 wi th i t s s c r o l l s , bosses, brackets, and crest ing pieces. The double doors 
under large transoms are reached by brownstone s t a i r s . The cast i ron fence is 
now only p a r t i a l l y i n tac t . (Figure 16) 

33 Monument Square Avenue 1896 

This three story br ick Colonial Revival row house was b u i l t by arch i tec t G. H. 
Maynard fo r Josephine H. Maynard. Similar to #29, which was b u i l t at nearly 
the same t ime, i t s side entrance is at s t reet l eve l . Beneath a f l a t roof the 
house is dominated by an inset three story shallow bow window with paneled 
wooden spandrels. I t s door surround is composed of an e l l i p t i c a l fan with 
br icks l a i d as voussoirs. The keystone above the door is of rock-faced 
gran i te , which is also used fo r s i l l s and l i n t e l s in the br ick po r t i on . The 
double door wi th i t s arched glass panels may have been reused from another 
house. (Figure 17) 

34, 34A. 35, 36 Monument Square Avenue 1902 

These four Neo-Georgian s ty le units were b u i l t by F. A. Norcross in 1902. The 
brick structures with cast stone t r i m are s imi lar in design, but d i f f e r in 
form and height. A l l are on high basements: #36 is a four story apartment 
bu i l d i ng , numbers 35, 34, and 34A are three stor ies high. The f i r s t is four 
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bays wide; the res t are f i v e bays. A l l have f l a t roo fs , but #35 and 35 have 
ornate bracketed cornices, whi le the others have plain cornices, possibly 
replacing the o r i g i na l s . Windows are treated with continuous l i n t e l s o f cast 
stone. In the i r pedimented or segmentally arched centers are shields 
surrounded with scrol lwork. This motif is repeated over the double doors with 
high transoms. These bu i ld ings , the last b u i l t on the Square, r e f l e c t a more 
modest standard of design, mater ia ls , and construct ion. (Figure 18) 

37-38 Monument Square ca. 1800 

This is one of only three frame bui ldings on the Square as High Street was not 
under the Monument Square deed res t r i c t i ons of 1839. With the exception of a 
br ick party wal l v i s i b l e on the north facade, the house has en t i r e l y new 
surface f in i shes . On a corner l o t , the bu i ld ing is entered on Pleasant Street 
but was o r i g i n a l l y a two fami ly house with back-to-back un i t s , the second un i t 
now butted against #39. Proportions are unusual. The Pleasant Street facade 
has f i v e bays with a central entrance. A l l three stor ies have uniform size 
openings wi th 6/6 sash. Or ig ina l l y a hip or gable roo f , a f l a t I t a l i ana te 

,i roof wi th eaves on paired brackets was raised some time in the mid 19th 
'if- century. This change has al tered the or ig ina l proportions of the bu i l d ing , 

which would have been Federal in s t y l e . Brick foundations indicate that th i s 
house as wel l as that at #47-47A was moved to i t s present locat ion , perhaps 
when Monument Square was opened. The house is f lush with the sidewalk and an 
addi t ion extends down Pleasant Street . (Figure 19) 

39 Monument Square 1875 
... # J 

, ,, This High V ic tor ian Gothic bu i ld ing was designed by the ve rsa t i l e Boston 
archi tect Arthur H. Vinal who was responsible la te r as Ci ty Archi tect for the 
Bunker H i l l Monument Lodge in 1902. This is the most decorat ively act ive 
bu i ld ing on the Square. I t is two and a hal f s to r ies high above a high 
basement and has a s late covered mansard roof . I t is br ick with a limestone 
watertable and four stringcourses which form the l i n t e l s and s i l l s o f the 
bay-front facade. The use of the mosaic t i l e insets , corbel led br ick panels, 

• , and tarred bricks in a checkerboard pattern are derived from the High 
V ic tor ian Gothic . A pai r of engaged buttresses incised with Gothic rosettes 
and t r e f o i l s frame the recessed entry. Although deed res t r i c t i ons for t h i s 
side of the Square did not e x i s t , #39 as well as i t s neighbors at #40 and 41 
conformed to those r e s t r i c t i o n s . (Figure 19) 

40 Monument Square 1860 -1861 

Three and a hal f s tor ies above a high basement, t h i s br ick row house has a 
f l a t rather than the usual bay window facade. A central metal o r i e l a t the 
second f l oo r adds r e l i e f as do the modest I ta l iana te cornice l i n t e l s of 
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brownstone, the oval arched door surround, and the pedimented dormers. A 
slate mansard roof is l a i d in a f ishscale pat tern . This house and i t s 
neighbors at #39 and #41 are set back from the l o t l i ne to carry out the 
appearance of the rest of the Square. George A. Whiting bought the l o t fo r 
t h i s house in 1860, presumably as an investment as he l i ved at #42. (Figure 
20) 

41 Monument Square 1869 

B u i l t fo r Abram E. Cutter, t h i s is a three and a hal f s tory br ick row house 
wi th I ta l i ana te brownstone t r i m set on a high basement of brownstone blocks. 
I t s f l a t facade is divided by a stringcourse between the f i r s t and second 
s tor ies and a brownstone f r i eze beneath a slate mansard roof with two 
dormers. This is one of three bui ldings on the block to maintain the setback 
d ic tated for the other sides of the Square. (Figure 20) 

43 Monument Square 1912 

5 The Charlestown Public L ibrary bu i ld ing was designed by the Boston Public 
L ibrary 's Supervising Archi tects Fox & Gale in the Neo-Classical s t y l e . I t is 
a three story br ick bui ld ing wi th cast stone t r i m . Five bays wide, i t has two 
side entrances on Monument Square Avenue, three arched window surrounds on the 
second s tory , and three trabeated surrounds on the t h i r d f l o o r . A prominent 
modil l ioned cornice is s l i g h t l y pedimented. The bui ld ing makes d i rec t 
reference to the other publ ic bu i ld ing on the Square, the Charlestown High 
School, in i t s use of three zones of brickwork and a central section wi th 
engaged columns. Inset br ick panel work refers to #39 and the bu i ld ing 's 
locat ion f lush with the sidewalk matches i t s neighbor on the opposite corner. 
(Figure 21) 

45-46 Monument Square 1895 

' This bu i ld ing departs from most of those on Monument Square as i t is a frame 
bui ld ing set f lush with the sidewalk, s imi lar only to #37-38, a much ea r l i e r 
bu i ld ing . I t was constructed by arch i tect Joseph Robbins for Joseph and J . L. 
Brown. James B. Maynard was the bui lder . This side of the Square was not 
under the deed res t r i c t i ons of the other three s t ree ts , but most bui lders 

• fol lowed those res t r i c t i ons to maintain a uniform appearance. The mul t i fami ly 
bu i ld ing is three stor ies in height, has a f l a t roof and is Queen Anne in 
s t y l e . I t has two o r i e l s on the north and west facades, an East lake-style 
incised f r i eze at cornice l e v e l , and consoles supporting an o r i e l over the 
central entry. Panelled hoods form the window surrounds. (Figure 22) 
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47-47A Monument Square mid-18th century 

This is a two and a ha l f s tory frame Georgian house wi th a gambrel roof 
charac te r i s t i c of the s t y l e . One bay deep, the house is four bays wide with 
addit ions on the west and south. Evidence that the house was moved to t h i s 
s i t e is provided by the brick and granite foundations and by maps of th i s area 
which show no bu i ld ing on the s i t e before Monument Square was developed. 
I t a l i ana te addit ions to the house are the pedimented dormers and the door hood 
on the north facade. (Figure 22) 

48 Monument Square 1860-1861 

a hal f s tory br ick Mansard s ty le house on a high 
brownstone watertable, str ingcourses, I ta l i ana te window 
entry on consoles. A small o r i e l at the second story on 
dormers on two sides enliven the bow f ron t bu i ld ing . This 

bu i ld ing and i t s neighbors at #49 and #50 respect the bu i ld ing setback 
established by the deed res t r i c t i ons for the other three sides of the Square. 
I t was b u i l t for Isaac P.T. Edmands, who bought the l o t in 1860. (Figure 23) 

This is a three and 
basement. I t has a 
l i n t e l s , and hooded 
the west facade and 

49 Monument Square 1861-1862 

Similar to i t s neighbor at #48, t h i 
bu i ld ing wi th a mansard roof . S t r i 
at the same l e v e l , but the t r im at 
str ingcourse is carved into f l o r a l 

arched ent ry . Rope mo 
As are the bui ld ings 

in an e f f o r t to mainta 
fo r Francis Thompson 

out l ines the 
story o r i e l , 
the sidewalk 
I t was b u i l t 

s is a three and a hal f s tory brownstone 
ngcourses on the two bui ld ings are carr ied 
#49 is more de l i ca te . The f i r s t s tory 
wreathing, and twisted rope molding 
Iding appears again at the polygonal second 
at #48 and #50, t h i s house is set back from 
in the uni formi ty of the rest of the Square, 
who bought the l o t in 1861. (Figure 23) 

50 Monument Square 1866-1867 

This four story br ick corner bu i ld ing is an expanded version of Monument 
Square's bow f ron t row house dwell ings. Four bays wide, rather than the usual 
three, the bui ld ing los t i t s mansard roof in the 1890s and was extended to the 
south to become a mul t i fami ly dwel l ing, as were several other corner bui ld ings 
on the Square. Remaining from i t s o r ig ina l appearance is the high qua l i t y 
water struck brick facades wi th ornate brownstone hoods on consoles over three 
of the f i r s t f l oo r bays. The hoods together with segmentally arched l i n t e l s 
on the second f l oo r are motifs adapted from I t a l y ' s palazzi . Although th i s 
side of the Square was not bound by deed r e s t r i c t i o n of the other three s ides, 
i t s bui lder conformed to the guidelines and the house is set back from the 
st reet behind a fence- l ined p l o t . I t was b u i l t fo r James Dana, who bought the 
l o t in 1866. (Figure 23) 



NM Form 104004 
(MS) OKB Approval Ho. 1024-001$ 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
inventory—Nomination Form 

Monument Square, Boston (Charlestown),  
Continuation sheet Massachusetts Item number 7 page 11 

Archaeology 

Due to the considerable regrading that took place between 1839 and 1848, 
fol lowed by bu i ld ing a c t i v i t y through the 1890s, archaeological f indings 
predating th i s period are not l i k e l y . Original l ines of the redoubt of the 
1775 ba t t l e are possibly reconstructable with the use of maps and records of 
the Revolutionary War; however, they run through the urban area. 
Occupation-related features may survive in the yards of many of the dwell ings 
wi th in the d i s t r i c t , and these would help to document Charlestown's changing 
social and cu l tu ra l character during the las t ha l f of the 19th century. 

Archaeological invest igat ion has demonstrated that s ign i f i can t components of 
the innovate engineering system used for construct ing the monument survive 
(Mahlstedt 1981). 
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Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

prehistoric archeology-prehistoric _ X community planning X_ landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature —sculpture 
1600-1699 ^ architecture ,. education . j j . military , " social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 

J i _ 1800-1899 commerce " exploration/settlement philosophy " theater 
X 1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 

invention ^ . i ^ .other (specify) 
Ccmnunity Development 

Speci f ic dates 1839 -1912 Bui lder /Archi tect V a r i o l i s 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Monument Square Historic District retains integrity of location, design, , 
setting, materials, feeling, workmanship, and association. The district 
encompasses the Bunker Hill Monument and Lodge (NHL, NR 1966) and includes an 
important collection of 19th century row houses whose construction was planned 
as a high quality urban development by the Bunker Hill Monument Association. 
It is located on the site of the Revolutionary War Battle of Bunker Hill of 
June 17, 1775. Sale of building lots in 1839 on the preserved battlefield, an 
idea long resisted, was to finance completion of the monument. The sale was a 
compromise which reduced the preserved battleground from 15 acres to a plot 
400' X 417' in exchange for the completion of the 220' tall obelisk. The • 
faith that grand public monuments were a means of sustaining patriotic values 
was a factor in this decision, as was the sheer necessity of concluding a 
project which had far outstripped its original estimated costs. The row 
houses which went up were inspired by those of Beacon Hill, were sometimes 
architect designed, and were built under deed restrictions which aimed to keep 
the area residential or institutional and the buildings substantial. The ' ' 
Square has also been the place of residence of six mayors of Charlestown and . ' 
of other women and men of importance. The Monument Square Historic District 
has local, state, and national significance, and meets criteria A, B, and C 
for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. . 

Charlestown was settled a year before Boston, in 1629. On July 4, 1629, 
Prince Charles of England chartered the settlement as an independent town and 
named i t after himself. The original grant included what is now Maiden, 
Woburn, Stoneham, Burlington, and Somerville, and parts of Medford, Cambridge 
and Reading. In 1630 each household was granted two acres of land for a house 
plot and two acres more for each able-bodied man. Native Americans, the 
Abergensians, lived in the area, which they called Mishawam, and their 
relations with the new settlers were relatively peaceful. It was the lack of,, 
fresh water, rather than conflict with the Abergensians, that convinced some " 
of the settlers to move to Boston and others to Watertown, leaving a small 
community behind. 

The small community grew to become both a seaport and a farming area, and by 
1750, a ferry shuttled passengers and goods between Charlestown and Boston. A 
horse-drawn stage line began at approximately the same time, helping 
Charlestown to become an independent town with close links to Boston. 

By the time of the Revolution, Charlestown with 400 houses was prosperous as a 
seaport on its own and strategically important for its overview of the Boston 
Harbor. That i t would become a contested spot in the struggle over control of 
Boston was almost inevitable. What was not predictable was the strength of 
its defense by the rebels against the British troops. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See Continiaation Sheet 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property a p p r o x . 8 . 2 5 a c r e s 

Quadrangle name B o s t o n N o r t h 

UT M References 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 2 5 , 0 0 0 

A | 1 9 | pppp??l 14 6|9 3|2 7 
1 1 1 1 1 1 '1 B l l 9 | 

1 1 1 
|3|3 0,3 7 5 | |4 6 |9 3 |2 1 0 1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cF? 1 | 4 ,6 |9 ,3 |1 ,4 °l D |3 |3 ,0 |2 ,9 ,5 1 t4 ,5 |9 ,3 |0 ,0 ,0 | 

EFP 1 P P P 11 P M |4,6|9,3| .o,6 5| 
f 

F |] | 9 | |3 b 10 ll 16 i5 4 6 b G 1 |6 P 

GIL f 1 ^ | 3 , 0 | 2 , 0 , 0 | 4 , 6 | 9 | 3 | 2 | 4 H 1 1 1 1 1 1 l i 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Verba l boundary desc r i p t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

Please see attached site plan. 0 hi 

L is t a l l s t a tes and coun t i es for p roper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or coun ty boundar ies 

state 
N/A 

code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
Heli Meltsner and Bonnie Marxer, Preservation Consultants, with 

nante/title Sarah Zinmerman, Director of Preservation Planning, Massachusetts Historical Cotrm. 

organization Architecture Preservation Trust/ 
Massachusetts Historical Coimission 

street & numt>er 80 Boylston Street 

date October 1985 -

telephone (617 ) 727 -8470 

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

X national state X local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has t>een evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

•ts Historical Conmission Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Coimission 
title State Historic Preservation Officer date 

For NPS use only 
hereby certify that this property is included In the National Register 

date 

Keapar of the National Register 

Al date 

Chief of Regetration 
cpo 911 -ass 



OKB Approval Ho. 1024-001$ 

United S t a t e s Depar tment of the Interior 
Nationai Paric Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Monument Square, Boston (Charlestown), 
Continuation sheet Massachusetts Item number 8 Page l 

In June 1775 the colonists planned a defense of Charlestown from Bunker H i l l , 
a higher h i l l north of Breed's H i l l . During the night of June 16th, i t was 
decided to f o r t i f y and defend Breed's H i l l instead, as i t lay closer to Boston 
and overlooked Copp's H i l l in North End. Reporters and h is tor ians did not 
pick up the change of locat ion u n t i l l a t e r , and i t has always been known as 
the Bat t le of Bunker H i l l . During the night a force of 1000 to 1500 colonists 
put up breastworks and defended the h i l l the fo l lowing day with far greater 
determination and s k i l l than the B r i t i sh had expected. The colonists were 
forced to re t rea t when reinforcements were s ta l l ed and the i r ammunition ran 
out , but B r i t i sh losses were propor t iona l ly much greater. One explanation for 
some of t he i r bravery was the encouragement and s k i l l of General Joseph * 
Warren, who se l f l ess l y and courageously urged the troops on u n t i l he was 
k i l l e d . 

J: 
Although defeated, the colonists were encouraged by the i r s t rength, and the ' 
ba t t l e was considered a turning point for the Revolution. On the other hand, 
Charlestown was large ly destroyed and only a handful of bui ld ings are alleged 
to have survived the f i r e set by red hot B r i t i sh cannonballs. One mid 18th 
century residence is known to have survived the f i r e ; i t was moved to i t s 
present locat ion at 47 Monument Square in the mid 19th century. Within two 
years, people began re turn ing , and three years la ter 289 homes had been b u i l t 
or r e b u i l t . The reconstruct ion which took place was shown on Peter Tuf ts ' map 
of 1818 which depicts large detached wood or brick houses on an acre or so of 
land. Gentlemen's estates were replacing farms. Pastures covered Breed's 
H i l l with i t s eastern slope mostly used for hay and grazing, the west fo r 
orchards and gardens. 

Meanwhile the b a t t l e f i e l d had been fo rgo t ten . A monument to General Warren 
was put on the slope of Breed's H i l l in 1794, and v i s i t o r s to the s i t e came in ? 

' , numbers. Witnesses who could describe the f i g h t fo r tou r i s ts grew fewer as 
time passed and when three acres of Breed's H i l l owned by James Russell came % 
up for sale, several important Boston and Charlestown f igures determined that 
i t should be bought up for preservation as an open ba t t l e s i t e . Organized by 
Wil l iam Tudor, a Boston shipowner and founder of the North American Review, a 
group of prominent men decided the whole b a t t l e f i e l d should be bought and a 
monument b u i l t at the top of the h i l l . Included wi th in the group were Daniel 
Webster, Whig statesman; Dr. John C. Warren, nephew of Joseph Warren; George « 
Ticknor and Edward Everett , Harvard professors who la ter founded the Boston 
Public L ibrary ; and East India t rader Thomas Perkins. Dr. Warren, who founded 
Harvard's Anatomical Theater & Museum, bought the land. He went on to 
establ ish the New England Journal of Medicine, the Massachusetts Medical 
College, and, with Dr. James Jackson, the Massachusetts General Hosp i ta l . ? 
Everett was in charge of ra i s ing money for the monument. Plans were always 
more op t im is t i c than receipts would warrant, however. 
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In 1825 the Bunker Hill Monument Association was incorporated. The same year 
Solomon Willard was named supervising architect, and work on the obelisk was 
begun. By 1829, work came to a stop, for lack of money. The land had already 
been mortgaged, yet the monument site lay idle and incomplete for an 
additional ten years before the Monument Association could bring i tself to 
finance the remainder of the project with a land sale. After a free bridge 
opened connecting Boston and Charlestown in 1836, Breed's Hill property was 
increasingly valuable for settlement by land-hungry Bostonians, and 
association off ic ia ls decided i t was time to sell al l but four acres 
surrounding the monument for residential development. 

The town planning concept chosen for development of the land is significant. 
Until 1835 Charlestown had been a largely rural area, with detached houses on 
at least an acre of land. In that year a row of brick townhouses appeared, 
making what had been until than a purely Boston practice seem practical for 
Charlestown. As the association could realize higher financial yields from 
the sale of many lots than from fewer ones, the urban model was selected and 
patterned after Boston's Beacon H i l l . 

In 1839 Samuel Felton and George Parker surveyed the area for house lots. * 
, , Their plan was based on a scheme drawn up by Solomon Willard in 1834. In 

Felton's plan the Monument is centered on a nearly square plot, which is 
bordered by wide streets. Previously existing High Street formed the southern 
boundary and was not offered for sale. Streets were symmetrically and axially 
arranged: north-south streets were named Concord and Lexington after 

5 Revolutionary War battles, east-west were named Chestnut and Laurel Street for 
local trees. Chestnut Street was later extended to the Winthrop Square area. 
As the same number of house lots were placed between these streets, lot size 
varied only slightly. 

The plan laid out smaller house lots of streets beyond the Square, intended 
for artisans and the middle classes. Those facing the Square (lots 1-45) were 
larger and subject to deed restrictions. The restrictions were created to 
insure the design and maintenance of an ornamental square whose architecture 

|. would produce a dignified setting for the monument, and whose residents would 
be socially elevated and financially stable. 

The restrictions stated that a l l structures were to be residences unless built 
for literary or religious purposes. They were to be of masonry, not less than 
three nor more than four stories high. All were to be set back ten feet from 
the street line. Though these restrictions did much to create a unified 

/ background for the monument, they did not entirely achieve the uniformity of 
the ideal which was pictured in the catalogue of sale of the lots, because 
building took place over a longer period of time than was anticipated. 
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With the exception of 8-14, bought by the C i ty of Charlestown, and 35-36, 
bought by the Methodist Episcopal Church, the lots were purchased by 
indiv idual local c i t i zens . Few were b u i l t upon by the i r o r ig ina l purchasers, 
and over the years, several contiguous lots were assembled by speculative 
bu i lders . When res iden t ia l construction came to an end in the f i r s t decade of 
the twentieth century, nearly ha l f of lo ts had been b u i l t upon by developers. 
Due to the deed res t r i c t i ons which allowed indiv iduat ion in d e t a i l , yet 
ordained consistency of bu i ld ing mater ia ls , an ensemble was created which was 
at once un i f ied and diverse, whether bui ldings were put up by indiv iduals fo r 
themselves or by developers. House construct ion was delayed u n t i l 1847 due to 
the extensive grading of the s i t e required fo r level l o t s . Grading had begun 
in 1838 to level the h i l l and correct the sharp drop-of f to the nor th . 

Two new st reets leading to the Square were l a i d out a f te r the o r ig ina l s i t e 
preparat ion: lots 13 and 14 became Ba r t l e t t Street in 1868, and Monument 
Avenue, f i r s t proposed by the association to complete the ax ia l or ienta t ion in 
the 1840s, was cut through from High to Warren Streets in 1852. In 1866 i t 
was extended to Main Street . 

When the Bunker H i l l Monument was completed in July of 1842, i t immediately 
became a popular t o u r i s t a t t r a c t i o n . Fees col lected from v i s i t o r s financed 
the laying out of walks and the handsome grani te and cast iron fence designed 
by archi tect Isaiah Rogers. 

The f i r s t two houses on the Square were b u i l t as a double house at #6 and #7 
Monument Square Avenue in 1847-1848 (Figure 3 ) . Number 7 was the home of 
community leader George Washington Warren. A descendant of the hero of the 
Bat t le o f Bunker H i l l General Joseph Warren, he was president o f the Bunker • 
H i l l Monument Association from 1847 to 1875, and wrote a h is to ry of the 
organizat ion. He was Mayor of Charlestown from 1847 to 1850, represented 
Charlestown in both branches of the l eg i s l a tu re , and was for twenty f i v e years 
a municipal court judge. Warren set a high arch i tec tura l standard and social 
tone, which was to dominate the Square u n t i l the las t years of the twentieth 
century. 

Peter Hubbel l , who b u i l t the adjoin ing house at #6, was a lawyer who opened a 
p ro f i t ab le brick yard in north Cambridge. His br icks were shipped to the 
Charlestown wharves via the Charlestown Branch Rai l road. Like Warren, he was 
an act ive community leader. 

The f i r s t f i v e houses to be b u i l t were erected on the east side of the Square; 
the s ix th was a pioneer on the north side in 1854. Development of the south, 
or High Street , side commenced in the 1860s. Two ear l i e r frame houses, the 
la te 18th century #37-38 (Figure 39) , and the ea r l i e r Georgian #47-47A (Figure 
22) were probably moved to t he i r s i tes a f ter the opening of the Square. On 
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the west, two i n s t i t u t i o n s , the Methodist Episcopal Church and the frame 
Charlestown High School of 1848, and one house (1854) were constructed; but 
t h i s side would not r e a l l y begin to develop, and then slowly, u n t i l 1879. 

Between 1847 and 1869, four groups of row houses were constructed by two 
, developers and a group of local residents. In a l l , t h i r t y houses went up in 

the twenty-two years. Among the f i r s t owners were jus t the wealthy upper 
class mentoers desired by the associat ion: merchants, lawyers, doctors, 
manufacturers, businessmen, and min is ters . The owner of #4 (Figure 2 ) , 
Wil l iam Car l ton, was the founder o f the Minnesota college which was named for 
him. Number 5 (Figure 2) was the home of James Lee, merchant at India Wharf. 
He served on the School Committee and represented the C i ty fo r one term in the 
Leg is la ture . Richard Frothingham, of an Old Charlestown fami ly , l i ved at #9A 
(Figure 5) . In the Legislature for f i v e terms, he was a member of the 

• Const i tut ional Convention of 1853, Treasurer of the Massachusetts H is to r i ca l 
Society, President of the Bunker H i l l Monument Associat ion, and Mayor of 
Charlestown from 1851 to 1852. An edi tor on the Boston Post, he was also the 
author of several works of h i s to ry , among them The History of Charlestown. 
His s is ter l i ved at #14 with her husband S.S. Blanchard, cashier of the 
Hamilton Bank. Another Frothingham, a ship broker on Long Wharf l i ved at #17, 
and l a t e r , s t i l l another l ived at #2. Number 16 (Figure 7) was the home of 
Rev. Will iam Buddington, pastor of the F i rs t Church of Charlestown, and 
afterwards of Rev. Oliver C. Everett , pastor of the Edgeworth Street Chapel 
and missionary of the Harvard Unitarian Society. Number 22 (Figure 10) was 
b u i l t fo r grani te merchant F. L. Gilman. I t s granite fence and expansive 
grani te t r im must have provided valuable advertisement. I t s next resident was 
Massachusetts Surgeon-General Dr. Edward Forester. 

Two mayors of Charlestown l ived in the block put up by bui lder J . S. Small 
^ about 1866. The lots had been owned by neighbors across the Square, who 

probably hi red Mr. Small a f t e r he had b u i l t #10-13 (Figure 6) in 1857. Nurrber 
25 (Figure 12) was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Wil l iam Kent. He was Mayor of 
Charlestown in 1870 and 1871, and i t was in h is administrat ion that the new 
Ci ty Hall was constructed. Number 27 was the home of Liverus H u l l , Mayor of 
Charlestown in 1867 and 1868. He was act ive in the erect ion of T r i n i t y 
Methodist Church and the Winchester Home, of which he was President. Around 
the corner at #2 Concord Street (Figure 24) l i ved Phineas Stone, seventh Mayor 
of Charlestown. He was a founder of the Charlestown Savings Bank, operated a 

' West Indies t rading business, was a Selectman, a representative to the 
Massachusetts House of Representatives, and inspector in the State prison 
system. Stone l i ved on Concord Street from 1848 to 1866. 

A. E. Cutter l ived at #41 Monument Square (Figure 20) from 1869, when i t was 
b u i l t , to 1900. The owner of an especial ly f i ne l i b r a r y , he was the owner of 
a bookstore in Boston. Like several other residents of the Square, he served 
on the School Committee. 
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Isaac P.T. Edmands, for whom #48 was constructed (Figure 23), was an owner of 
an apothecary establishment which made a fortune in baking powder, before 
turning to gold mining. Number 49 was built for Francis Thompson in 1861 
(Figure 23). He was a partner with his father in an iron and steel business, 
and served as Alderman and then Senator in the Legislature. He was also a 
member of the Mystic Water Board, and Water Commissioner of Boston. James 
Dana of #50, like Thompson and Edmands, came from a respected Charlestown 
family (Figure 23). He was a lawyer, real estate developer, and rose through 
the military to become Brigadier General of the Massachusetts Volunteer 
Mi l i t i a . He was Mayor of Charlestown in 1857 and 1858, and was responsible 
for the introduction of the water system which became the Mystic System. 

Though streetcars were introduced in Charlestown in the 1850s and with them an 
influx of new immigrants, i t was not until the 1860s and 1870s that the 
wealthier classes began to leave Charlestown. This movement did not seem to 
affect Monument Square until the 1870s, by which time most of the plots were 
already built upon. At this time the practice of renting may have begun. 

Only four houses were constructed on the Square in the 1870s; two of them, a 
pair at #31 and #32 (Figure 16), were possibly intended for rental purposes. 
Their-builder was in the restaurant business and later became an agent of a 
brewing company. This would indicate that the class structure of the Square 
was changing. For the f i r s t time the names of the owners are not of Yankee 
origin. Architect Arthur Vinal designed his own house at #39 in 1875 (Figure 
24) and F. L. Gilman, granite dealer, erected his at #22 (Figure 10). 

The only houses to be built in the decade of the 1880s were erected at #23 and 
#24 (Figure 11) on land owned by the resident of #19, Isaac Sweetser, 
President of the F. and M. Insurance Company. One of the units was used as a 
rental property. 

Of the three buildings built in the 1890s, a l l were multifamily apartment 
houses. The apartment house, being on High Street at #45-46, was not subject 
to deed restrictions and was of frame construction (Figure 22. In 1902 the 
apartment houses at #34-36 (Figure 18) were constructed on the sites of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church and the house of Drs. Bell and Lyon. Constructed 
of lower quality materials, they were the last residences to be built on the 
Square, and the only group planned to house many renters. 

The City of Boston replaced the 1848 frame High School with the present large 
granite structure in 1907 (Figure 15). The Bunker Hi l l Monument Association 
found the school a great improvement and hoped that i ts construction might 
serve to revitalize the area. They proposed erecting a series of identical 
buildings around the Square, in place of the houses, to make Breed's Hil l a 
"Mars H i l l " where the City's major institutions would be centered. This idea 
does not seem to have gone beyond their Annual Report. 

4 
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The last s t ructure to be b u i l t on the Square was also a c i t y i n s t i t u t i o n , the 
Boston Public L ibrary of 1912 (Figure 21). I t replaced the expensive brick 
mansion of Capt. J. B. Thomas. 

The arch i tec tura l s igni f icance of the Monument Square D i s t r i c t l i es in i t s 
being an ear ly , and successful, planned res iden t ia l development; i t s 
introduct ion of an urban res iden t ia l pattern into a previously ru ra l b u i l t 
environment; i t s in terest ing combination of monumental square and surrounding 
res iden t ia l background; and f i n a l l y , the strength and i n t e g r i t y of i t s 
arch i tectura l groupings, wi th both high s ty le and vernacular examples in a 
va r ie t y of mid-nineteenth century to ear ly twentieth century s t y l es . The 
frame houses, one Georgian, one Federal and both moved to t he i r s i tes on 
Monument Square, one pre-ex is t ing Greek Revival frame, and the two 
nonresident ial s t ruc tures, the granite High School and the brick Boston Public 
L ib ra ry , add to the Square's richness and va r ie ty . Because so much of the 
Square, due to deed r e s t r i c t i o n s , planned l o t s ize, and period of intensive 
bu i l d i ng , was developed with masonry houses un i f ied in scale, mater ials and, 
in the main, ornamental vocabulary, these d i s t i n c t i v e structures are seen 
against a background of un i t y . 

In the 1830s, when Bunker H i l l Monument Association leaders began to consider 
se l l i ng part of the b a t t l e f i e l d to ra ise money to f i n i s h the i r g igant ic 
monument, they had to achieve a plan for i t s development which would be at 
once f i n a n c i a l l y expedient and appropr iately designed as a background for the 
obel isk. They decided on an open square surrounding the monument at the peak 
of the h i l l , wi th houses set back from broad st reets ranged symmetrically 
around i t ; smaller lots with less substant ial houses were to f i l l the streets 
beyond i t . 

To insure the proper degree of d ign i t y surrounding the monument, association 
leaders decided to "prescribe and f i x fo r a l l time to come . . . the s ty le and 
character of the bu i ld ings . " Deed r e s t r i c t i o n s insured a predominantly 
res iden t ia l neighborhood of masonry houses ei ther three or four f l oo rs h igh , 
and with a consistent ten- foot setback from the s t ree t . High Street , not 
being part of the association holdings, was not under deed r e s t r i c t i o n s , but 
the six res iden t ia l structures b u i l t fo r lots on High Street before 1869 do 
conform to the pat tern. The two houses that were moved there and the 
apartment house are of frame; the Boston Public L ibrary vo lun ta r i l y adopted 
the material and height r e s t r i c t i o n s , but not the setback. S im i la r l y , on the 
west s ide, the last to develop, two houses from 1879 and another from 1896 
fo l low the ear l ie r pat tern , but the bui ldings constructed jus t before or a f t e r 
the turn of the century are obviously apartment bui ldings rather than houses. 
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Building began in 1846 after a l l site grading work was finished, and the f i r s t 
house was ready by the following year. In the twenty-two years between 1847 
and 1869, 32 houses and two institutions were built; of these, 28 houses 
remain. The pace of construction slowed markedly at the end of the Italianate 
period and coincidentally after the Civil War; nothing was built between 1869 
and 1874, and in the next thirty-eight years, when building was completed, 
only 16 residences and two institutions were constructed. 

Building began on the east side of the Square, and spread first to the north, 
(1854), and then on the south at High Street (ca. 1860). Only one house and 
two institutions (the Methodist Episcopal Church and the Charlestown High 
School of 1848), now all demolished, were erected on the west side before 
1879. This side was the last to be developed, and because the majority of its 
residential buildings were built after the period of decline, it is 
architecturally the least integrated of the Bunker Hill Monument Association 
Square holdings. i 

The f i r s t house (#7, Figure 3) to go up was that of Charlestown Mayor and 
association President George Washington Warren. Based on the model of Beacon 
Hi l l row houses, his fine Greek Revival house set for Monument Square several 
buildings precedents, such as the use of brick with brownstone trim and 
granite basements, the bow window, cast iron fence, and side garden. Unique, 
however, was the incorporation of this house with that of Peter Hubbell at #6 
(Figure 3), in which an asymmetrical pair is joined in a single composition. 
Numbers 6 and 7 are the only houses built as a pair whose composition is based 
neither on straight repetition nor slight variations of important details, but 
rather, combines design elements into a unified whole. The strong shallow 
pedimented door surrounds, simple l intels , and Federal style dormers are 
played against the elegant ironwork balconies and window grilles to great 
effect. 

The next house to be buil t , #8 (1848, Figure 4), though much more modest, 
continued the use of high granite basement, stone steps to reach the f i r s t 
f loor, and the side hall plan which would be used for single, and even three 
family residences until 1893 and thereafter. Its upper floors have been 
rebuilt, but its original roofline, mirroring that of #6 and #7, was intended 
to carry out the association's original idea of orderly rows of nearly *• , 
identical houses around the Square. 

The Greek Revival house built in 1854 at #16 (Figure 7), the f i r s t on the 
north side of the Square, was the f i r s t that we know of to be built by an 
architect. This was an early work of Nathaniel J. Bradlee, who became one of , 
Boston's leading architects. Bradlee's banks, including the National City ^ 
Bank of Boston, churches, government buildings, hospitals, schools, libraries, 

• '• 
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a theater , and scores of commercial bui ld ings and houses were designed between 
1853 and 1888 in a r i ch var ie ty of s t y l es . This house, wi th i t s restrained 
ornamentation and exact proport ions, remains among the simplest but the most 
elegant of the Square. 

The major i ty of the houses on the Square were b u i l t in the I ta l iana te and 
Mansard Styles. The f i r s t I t a l i ana te was b u i l t in 1853 at #2 (Figure 1 ) , and 
was the f i r s t to use the segmentally arched hood l i n t e l s , which were so 
popular in the 1850s and 1860s. They are used on more than ha l f o f the 22 
houses b u i l t in these styles on the Square. The f l a t roo f , o r i e l , and 
bracketed cornice also make the f i r s t of the i r many appearances on the Square 
at th is house. Because i t stands adjacent to the modest Greek Revival house 
at #1 (Figure 1 ) , the di f ference in proportions of the two sty les is 
s t r i k i n g : those of the I ta l iana te being so much broader. 

Brownstone is used wi th lav ish abundance in another early I t a l i ana te example 
at #5 (1856, Figure 2 ) , fo r a rust icated basement, quoins, and the unique 
f r i eze ornamented wi th leaves and roset tes . 

The next houses to be constructed, #10, 1 1 , 12, and 13 (1857, Figure 6 ) , were 
the work of bui lder/developer J . S. Small, who was also responsible for the 
row of bow fronted I ta l ianate houses at #25, 26, 27, and 28 (1866, Figure 
12). Nunber 28 was burned and never r e b u i l t . The row at #10-13 (#11 was 
r e b u i l t in 1890) is un i f ied not only by the double bracketed cornice and 
r e p e t i t i v e elements, such as segmental cornice hoods and two story bay 
windows, but also by quoins. The rather naive rust icated br ick door surrounds 
and simple wooden entry hoods would be replaced in Small's la ter block at 
#25-27. Here the facade is bow f ron ted, and the door surrounds feature 
del icate f l u t ed wooden cor inth ian columns supporting an arched por t i co . > 

Another bui lder who erected two blocks of rowhouses was John B. Wilson. 
Wilson got control of the lo ts where #17-18, and #19-20-21 (Figure 8 and 9) 
now stand, and in 1862 b u i l t a l l f i v e houses. Both blocks are bas ica l ly 
I t a l i ana te , but #19-20-21 are mansard-roofed, and #17-18 have f l a t roo fs , more 
robust hood l i n t e l s , and a narrow cast iron balcony at the piano nobi le 
leve l . A l l of these houses are trimmed in brownstone, and d i f f e r s l i g h t l y in 
d e t a i l i n g , as i f the master bui lder made small adjustments for prospective 
buyers. 

' • . 
An equal number of I ta l ianate and Mansards remain which were b u i l t between 
1853-1869; two known I ta l ianates have been demolished. The s ty le of two other 
demolished houses is not known. The Mansards, however, are bas ica l ly 
I t a l i ana te houses capped with the d i s t i n c t i v e be l l - cas t or s t ra igh t sided 
French roof executed in s la te . At #14 (1868, Figure 6 ) , the steeply pitched 
polychrome mansard forms a corner tower over the bay window. 
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The house built ca. 1861-1862 at #4 Monument Square Avenue (Figure 2) is a 
good example of the inventiveness of architectural detailing which 
characterizes many of these houses, built as they were within the str ict 
limitations of plot size, material, and stylistic vocabulary. The entry 
portico is formed of thinly carved molded brownstone shaped with oval openings 
at front and sides. The round shouldered motif is carried out at the windows, 
which also have footed s i l l s . 

The rounding of the square opening is repeated at #49, (ca. 1861-1862, Figure 
23), the only building on the square with a brownstone facade. The house, 
which is articulated to relate to its neighbor at #48, is characterized by 
delicate brownstone trim: f loral wreathing of the stringcourse and twisted 
rope outlining the polygonal oriel and arched entry. 

The distinction between Italianate styles usually characterized as v i l l a and 
palazzo is not as clear in this dense urban environment as i t is found in 
suburban building, but we can recognize elements of the elegant palazzo style 
at #4 and #15, and the more cozy v i l l a style at #19, 20, 21, and 49. 

After the active building period in the Italianate and Mansard styles, the 
Square experienced a five year hiatus in construction. Thereafter, the number 
of styles in each period was sharply reduced as houses tended to be 
constructed for several families. This is a reflection of two factors: the 
f i l l i n g of the lots, and the declining social prestige of the area. 

Though the house at #22 (1874, Figure 10) has a mansard roof, i t is apparent 
that its builder has turned away from Italian imagery, and adopted instead, an 
amalgam of current styles. Resolutely eclectic, the house incorporates 
elements of the Panel Brick style popularized in the Back Bay, High Victorian 
Gothic, Eastlake design ideas, and a French readiness to complicate the 
roofline with turrets, towers and high chimneys. The heaviness of i ts 
ornamentation is in striking contrast to N. J. Bradlee's delicate Greek 
Revival which preceded i t by only twenty years. 

Another house with a mansard roof at #39, built in 1875 (Figure 19), is a 
mature expression of the High Victorian Gothic style designed by Boston 
architect Arthur H. Vinal. Vinal, in his prolif ic and important career 
(1870-1921), was responsible for the designs of the Chestnut Hill Waterworks; 
the Robert Brigham Hospital, Boston; Opera Houses in Augusta and Bangor, 
Maine; and several schools, f i r e and police stations for the city of Boston. 
His output of commercial buildings, apartment buildings, and private houses in 
the Boston area is large. In fact, his firm Vinal and Fowler was asked to 
design the granite Lodge of the Bunker Hi l l Monument which was constructed in 
1902. This colorful house uses strongly contrasting brick and limestone, gay 
t i les , checkered brick and corbelled brick panels to enliven the surface. 
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Engaged buttresses, a recessed entry and high peaked gabled dormers add to the 
p l a s t i c i t y and complexity of the design. 

Another pair of High V ic tor ian houses, #31 and #32 (1879, Figure 16), were the 
work of Louis Weissbein. Weissbein designed f ac to r i es , the Berkshire County 
Court House (1871), and the o r ig ina l bu i ld ing for Boston College (1858-1861), 
as well as one and two fami ly houses in the suburbs and Back Bay. Much of 
t he i r ornament has been covered or removed, but Gothic arched brownstone hood 
molds, roset tes , sawtoothed str ingcourses, and elaborate crest ing pieces 
capping the ornate o r i e l s remain. Number 3 1 , unl ike any previously b u i l t 
houses on the Square, is f i v e bays wide, and set the precedent for 
construct ing mul t i fami ly dwellings . 

The Colonial Revival s ty le was introduced to Monument Square in 1886 by the 
f i r m of Boston archi tects Cabot and Chandler (1875-1888) at #23 and #24 
(Figure 11). Their pract ice was pr imar i l y r e s i d e n t i a l , and i t may be observed 
here that t he i r wide experience has been used in the sophist icated handling of 
t r ad i t i ona l design elements. The two houses, mirror images of each other, 
have been united by an oversized brownstone course forming both door and 
window l i n t e l s . The wide s ide l ighted door surrounds and the pedimented 
dormers play on Federal imagery in a new manner. 

The other Colonial Revival houses #9 (1890, Figure 4) and #33 (1896, Figure -i 
7 ) , b u i l t fo r four and three fami l ies respect ive ly , fo l low Cabot and Chandler 
in the i r use of the prominent bay window with paneled spandrels. Number 9, 
which also displays Romanesque Revival inf luences, was designed by Wil l iam 
Wright, and #33 by G. H. Maynard. In both, the mul t i s to r ied bay (or shallow 
inset bow at #33) occupies more than one ha l f of the facade. 

The last three res ident ia l bui ld ings in the Square were planned fo r rental 
purposes. Here for the f i r s t time the social and economic change from single 
fami ly ownership to mul t i fami ly rental is re f lec ted in the bu i ld ing ' design 
and construct ion. One of the bui ld ings is four s to r i es ; a l l use inexpensive 
cast stone in stock pat terns. 

The north side of the Square is dominated by the massive granite Charlestown 
High School (Figure 1 ) . Constructed by the new Schoolhouse Department o f the 
Ci ty of Boston between 1902 and 1907 from plans by Stickney and Aust in , the 
Neo-Classical bu i ld ing upholds the arch i tec tura l d ign i t y of the Square 
envisioned by the Bunker H i l l Monument Associat ion. 

A review of bu i ld ing around Monument Square suggests that the s i t e planning, 
bu i ld ing r e s t r i c t i o n s , and leadership strategies undertaken by the association 
did produce, in the main, the desired resu l t of a d ign i f ied res ident ia l frame 
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for the h i s to r i c f i e l d and colossal monument. However, decline in social 
prest ige o f the area which began in the last decade of the 19th century was ,^ 
fol lowed in the 20th century by physical decl ine. Sale of the monument to the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts in 1919 s tab i l i zed the monument's maintenance 
and probably acted to slow the d i s t r i c t ' s decline as w e l l , but i t picked up 
again in the 1960s when urban renewal proved a threat to a l l of Charlestown. "'4 
The High School was closed in 1976 and the Library was closed and converted to 
the Bunker H i l l Monument Museum. 

Preservation e f f o r t s began in the mid 1970s around Monument Square. As 
property values increased in Charlestown in general, those in the d i s t r i c t 
appreciated p a r t i c u l a r l y , a t t r ac t i ng investment in the h i s t o r i c area which 
compares c losely to Beacon H i l l . Condominiums and apartments have been 
created from single fami ly homes; the Charlestown High School is slated fo r 
res iden t ia l reuse as w e l l . In the major i ty of instances, the bui ldings in the 
d i s t r i c t have had exter ior restorat ion work accomplished which has reversed 
the decades of neglect. 

The Monument Square H is to r i c D i s t r i c t recognized the national s igni f icance of 
the plan of the square and i t s development. As the f inanc ia l means by which 

b a t t l e f i e l d was preserved and the monument erected, the 
Histor ic D i s t r i c t shares state and national s igni f icance wi th ? 
National H is to r i c Landmarks. For i t s archi tecture and 

the Bunker H i l l 
Monument Square 
the Bunker H i l l 
community development, the d i s t r i c t is of local s igni f icance, 
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10. Verbal Boundary Just i f icat ion '"' 

The Monument Square Historic Distr ic t includes the Bunker H i l l Monument and 
Lodge (NHL/NR 1966) and a l l surrounding buildings that face the monument and 
i ts grounds, forming a square. Most were bu i l t between 1847 and 1902 under 
the aegis of the Bunker Hi l l Monument Association, a development group whose 

' stringent deed restr ict ions were designed to both raise monies for the 
monument's construction and provide a suitable backdrop for such a prominent 
landmark. The 1907 high school and 1912 l ibrary complete the square. The 
square is topographically prominent, located at the summit of Breed's Hi l l in 
Charlestown; around i t , the land drops away and those buildings immediately 
outside the d i s t r i c t boundaries are sited on the slopes of the h i l l , facing 
onto small side streets. While the buildings within the d is t r i c t are for the 
most part pretentious, well designed, high style row houses of three to four 
stories, those properties outside the d is t r i c t are small in scale, more 
modest, and less well detailed. For specific boundaries, see attached 
assessor's map. The d i s t r i c t includes approximately 8.25 acres, 4 of which 
. contain the previously l i s t e d Bunker H i l l Monument. 

-p^'.' 

•,9" 

"s'' 'iI* 
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DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

Monument Square Historic District (Charlestown) Boston, Massachusetts 

Assessor's Parcel # Street Address Date of Construction Style 

3385 1 Monument Square 1850 Greek Revival 

3386 ' 2 Monument Square 1853 Early I t a l i a n a t e 

3387 ; 4 Monument Square 1861-1862 Mansard/Italianate 

3388 - 5 Monument Square 1856 It a l i a n a t e ' " 

3389, 3390 6-7 Monument Square 1847 Greek Revival 

2792 8 Monument Square 1848 Greek Revival 

2793 9 Monument Square 1890 _ • Romanesque/Colonial Revival 

2794 9A Monument Square 1858 It a l i a n a t e 

2795, 2796, 2797, 2798 10,11,12,13 Monument Sq. 1857 (#11 r e b u i l t a f t e r 1892) It a l i a n a t e 

2799 14 Monument Square 1868 - ; Mansard/Italianate 

3033 \ • 15 Monument Square 1869 : Mansard/Italianate 

3034 • , V 16 Monument Square 1854 ' . Greek Revival 

3035, 3036 17, 18 Monument Square 1862 ; ; Ita l i a n a t e 

3037, 3038, 3039 ' , 19,20,21 Monument Square ! 1862 - Mansard/Italianate 

3040 ,̂ ,̂  0 ; . • 22 Monument Square 1874 Mansard/Ec l e c t i c 

3041,3042 , " 23,24 Monument Square 1886 Colonial Revival 

3043,3044,3045 25,26,27 Monument Square i 1866-1869 It a l i a n a t e 

3073,3072 y. 2-4 Concord Street |, 1840 , , .^j/.^ Greek Revival 

3074 - V * 29 Monument Square 1895-1901 k ' . Romanesque Revival 

3150 30 Monument Square 1907 ' Neo-Classical 
iSii PROPERTIES ARE CONTRIBUTING TO THE DISTRICT. 



DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

Monument Square Historic D i s t r i c t (Charlestown) Boston, Massachusetts 

Assessor's Parcel // 

3153,3154 

3155 ... ' : 

3156,3157,3158,3159 

3207 

3208 ' 

3209 -: 

3210 

3212 

3258 

3259 

3305 

3306 

3307 

3166 . . .. i:^.^ • -

3166 

Street Address Date of Construction 

31,32 Monument Sq. 1897 

33 Monument Sq. 1896 

34,34A,35,36 Monument Sq. 1902 

37-38 Monument Sq. c.1800 

39 Monument Sq. 

40 Monument Sq. 

41 Monument Sq. 

43 Monument Sq. 

45-46 Monument Sq. 

47-47A Monument Sq. 

48 Monument Sq. 

49 Monument Sq. 

50 Monument Sq. 

Bunker H i l l Monument 

Bunker H i l l Lodge 

1875 . • 

1860-1861 

1869 

1912 

1895 

mid-18th century 

1860- 1861 ; 

1861- 1862 

1866-1867 

1825-1842 

1902 , 

t -f ,i 

Style 

High Victorian Gothic 

Colonial Revival , 

Neo-Georgian 

Federal with I t a l i a n a t e alterations 

High Victorian Gothic 

Mansard/Italianate 

Mansard/Italianate 

Neo-Classical 

Queen Anne - . 

Georgian * 

Mansard/Italianate 

Mansard/Italianate , 

It a l i a n a t e " ' 

NHL/NR 1966 V - ' 

NHL/NR 1966 " 

ALL PROPERTIES ARE OOI-mUBUTING TO THE DISTRICT 

7//- t-zyto 



Property Owners List 
Monument Square Historic D i s t r i c t 

(Charlestown) Boston, Massachusetts 

3386 

3387 

3388 

3389 

3390 

2792 

2793 

2794 

2795 

PROPERTY AFFECTED 

1 Monument Square 

2 Monument Square 

4 Monument Square 

5 Monument Square 

6 Monument Square 

7 Monument Square 

8 Monument Square 

9 Monument Square 

9A Monument Square 

10 Monument Square 

LEGAL̂  ADDRESS OF OWNER 

Roman Catholic Arch of Boston 
1 Monument Square 
Charlestown, MA 02129 

Godrey, Dudley, Jr. 
2 Monument Square 

Leslie Dangle 
Unit #2 
4 Monument Square 

Russell & Susan Blanton 
Unit #3 
4 Monument Square 

Nancy Jerome 
Unit #1 i : 
4 Monument Square 

Cheryl & John McAllif 
Unit #4 
4 Monument Square 

Andrew Murphy 111 * 
Unit #5 
4 Monument Square 

Charles Hurvey ^ 
Unit #6 
4 Monument Square • ; 

Fi r s t Baptist Church 
5 Monument Square 

Robert, Beardsley B 
6 Monument Square 

Edward Kelly, Etal 
8 Monument Square 

Charles J. Cassidy, Etal 
9A Monument Square 

Victor Zarougian, Etal 
56 High Street 
Charlestown, MA 02129 



Property Owners List 
Monument Square Historic District 
Boston (Charlestown) MA 

PARCEL # 

08790 

2797 

PROPERTY AFFECTED 

11 Monument Square 

12 Monument Square 

LEGAL ADDRESS OF _OWNgR 

Kenneth H. Fisk 
11 Monument Square 

Peter Turchin, Jr. 
12 Monument Square 
Unit #2 

Charles F. Norton, Jr. 
12 Monument Square 
Unit #1 

Twelve Monument Square 
12 Monument Square 

Peter Turchin, 3rd 
12 Monument Square 
Unit #3 

Thomas Turchin 
12 Monument Square 
Unit #4 

2798 13 Monument Square 

2799 

3033 

3034 

3035 

3036 

3037 

14 Monument Square 

15 Monument Square 

16 Monument Square 

17 Monument Square 

18 Monument Square 

19 Monument Square 

Pond Fielde Realty Trust 
William F. G r i f f i n , Trustee 
Davis, Malm, D'agostine 
1 Boston Place 
Boston, MA 02108 

Rose C. Rogovin, Trustee 
14 Monument Square 

Laura Langdon & Russell Alberts 
15 Monument Square 

Robert H. Webb 
Old Colony Road 
Concord, MA 01773 ; 

Sharon Whitworth, Trust ; 
c/o Charles Burkin 
18 Tremont Street i 
Boston, MA 02108 

Andrew G. M i l l s 
18 Monument Square 

P r i s c i l l a & David Seuss *\ 
18 Monument Square 

Harry B. Garden, Trust 
19 Monument Square 



Property Owners List 
Monument Square Historic District 
Boston (Charlestown) 

PARCEL # 

3038 

3039 

3040 

PROPERTY AFFECTED 

20 Monument Square 

21 Monument Square 

22 Monument Square 

LEGAL ADDRESS OF OWNER 

Peter McClure & Phoebe Blake 
20 Monument Square 

Paul H. Tucker, Etal 
21 Monument Square 

Ron Kulich & Mary Anne Gibbons 
22 Monument Square 

3041 23 Monument Square 

Allan Kravitz 
Unit #1 
22 Monument Square 

Robert Ropp 
22 Monument Square 
Unit #3 ^ 

Monument Square Condo Trust 
22 Monument Square 

John Irwin 
22 Monument Square 
Unit #4 

Gretta Marshall 
Unit #1 
^23 Monument Square 

Kathleen A. Bowker, Etal 
23 Monument Square 
Unit #2 

John Fiore 
Unit #4 
23 Monument Square 

Twenty Three Monument Square 
23 Monument Square 

Constance C. Stone " 
23 Monument Square 
Unit #3 

3042 

3043 

3044 

V . 24 Monument Square 

25 Monument Square 

26 Monument Square 

Silva Realty 
176 Broadway 
Sommerville, MA 02145 

Mary Ann Hudson, Etal 
25 Monument Square 

Katherine A. Young, Etal 
26 Monument Square 



Property Owners List 
Monument Square Historic D i s t r i c t 
Boston (Charlestown) MA 

PARCEL_ # 

3045 

3074 

3153 

3154 

3155 

3156 

3157 

3158 

3207 

3208 

3209 

3210 

3212 

3258 

3259 

3305 

3306 

3159 

PROPERTY AFFECTED LEGAL ADDRESS OF OWNER 

27-28 Monument Square Mr. Cronin 
27 Monument Square 

29 Monument Square 

31 Monument Square 

32 Monument Square 

33 Monument Square 

34 Monument Square 

Keith Caveny 
42 Havilah Street, Lowell, MA 01853 

James Duffy 
31 Monument Square 

Juan M. Taveras, Etal 
Lancaster County Road 
Harvard, MA 01451 

Daniel Polvere & Ellen P f e i f f e r 
33 Monument Square 

Margaret A. Doherty ' ^ 
34 Monument Square 

34A Monument Square Francis J. Hennessy, Etal 
36 Monument Square ' • , 

35 Monument Square Federal Investments Inc. 
35 Monument Square , 

37-38 Monument Square Barbara F. Carye, Etal 
37 Monument Square 

39 Monument Square Mary Okane 
39 Monument Square 

40 Monument Square Patricia Ward 
40 Monument Square . 

41-42 Monument Square Warner B^ndshuh 

41-42 Monument Square 

43 Monument Square PFD, Ccit| of 6os.^^, CouASi-.doi^U)^ 

45-46 Monument Square Timothy Callahan, Jr. 
45 Monument Square 

47 Moniament Square 

48 Monument Square 

49 Monument Square 

36 Monument. Square 

William B. White 
47 Monument Square 

Larch Circle Inc. 
34 Larch Circle 
Belmont, MA 02178 

William J. Galvin 
49 Monument Square 

Anna R i f f i 
36 Monument Square 



Property Owners List 
Monument Square Historic District 
Boston (Charlestown) MA - ̂  

PARCEL # PROPERTY AFFECTED LEGAL ADDRESS OF OWNER 

3307 50 Monument Square Richard S. Burke, Etal 
Unit #1 
50 Monument Square 

Jacob F. Young 111 •: 
50 Monument Square 
Unit #3 • 

F i f t y Monument Square Condo Trust 
50 Monument Square 

Jeffrey B. Powers 
Unit #6 
50 Monument Square 

James E. Hayes 
Unit #9 
50 Monument Square 

Richard Anderson %? 
Unit #7 
50 Monument Square -

Lynne T. Johansson, Etal 
Unit #2 
50 Monument Square 

Leon E. Fernandez 
Unit yA8 
50 Monument Square 

Jacob F. Young 111 
Unit #4 
50 Monument Square 

Joseph T. Kowalik, Etal 
3030 Old Decatur Road 
Atlanta, Georgia 30305 

3073 2 Concord Road John J. Walsh, Etal 
2 Concord Road 

3072 4 Concord Road Arthur F. Walsh, Etal 
4 Concord Road 

Charlestown High School 
30 Monument Square 

Charlestown HS LTD Partnership 
c/o Peter Madsen 
12 Arrow Street 
Cambridge, MA 02138 
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1., 

MARY F. KANE 
39 Monument Square 

Charlestown, Massachusetts 

October 29, 1985 

-ji',' 

ftecE!VE:i3 
• ^ Orr 31 1985 

'»|/iA-u. ...-.r. COMM. 

V a l e r i e A. Talmage "•{. ; , -
State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
80 Boylston S t r e e t ' 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

RE: 39 MONUMENT SQUARE, CHARLESTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS 

Dear Ms. Talmage: 

I am the sole owner of the property located at 39 
Monument Square, Charlestown, Massachusetts and I obje c t t o the 
contemplated l i s t i n g of my property i n the National Register of 
H i s t o r i c Places. 

'• . ""^^ W i l l you please acknowledge r e c e i p t of t h i s l e t t e r ? 

Yours very t r u l y , • ' 

Mary F. Kane 
(Formerly Mary F. O'Kane) 

Then persona l l y appeared the above Mary F. Kane and made 
oath t h a t the above statement i s t r u e . 

Before me, 

My Comm ission Expires; tC^/l/^l 



To; ^If^y-

TVEU 
NOV-7 1985 

-f t , K i l ^ «r lAAfru ^ y c m / v / : ^ASS. HIST. COMM. 

AS> 4- f/iA^/^^nrvj d>vV'e/^ Qu/n^jry TUE. 



p j^w g^o to"? 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of Stale 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission % 
Valerie A. Talmage i 
Executive Director f Z - t . ' - ^ 
State Historic Preservation Officer ' C- \ 2 

February 4, 1986 

Carol Shull -
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of Interior, National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 

Washington, DC 20013-7127 4 . ' 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you w i l l find the following nomination forms: 
Boston (Roxbury), HARRISWDOD CRESCENT, 60-88 Harold Street (inclusive), 
15 properties. 

Boston (Charlestown), MCNIMOT SQUARE HISTORIC DISTRICT, 1-50 Monument 
Square, 47 properties, HPCA #0641-85-MA-85-0651, denied, appeal pet^J^iV^. 

Foxboro, GARY,OTIS HOUSE, 242 South Street. 

Marblehead, STORY GRAÎMAR SCHOOL, 140 Elm Street, HPCA pending 
#0621-84-MA-84-0624. 

Al l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified 
of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the 
meeting and were afforded the opportunity to caiment. Coinnents re­
ceived to date are attached to the nomination forms. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah J. Zinmerman 
Director, Preservation Planning 

Massachusetts Historical Conmission 

SJZ/dr ' •. . ^ 

Enclosijres 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 



Boston 
Landmarks 
Commission 
City Hall, Boston 
Massachusetts 02201 
(617) 

March 5, 1986 

<dMs--^fr~6fOSVenor""^ 
Acting Chief of Registrat ion, National Regrister 
NPS 
U.S. Department of Interior 
Washington D.C. 20243 

Dear Ms. Grosvenor: 

Please note for your records that the Monument Square District, 
Boston, was mistakenly entered on the nomination form as Middlesex 
County and was so noted in the February 25, 1986 Federal Register. 
This oversight should be easily corrected to Suffolk County by your 
office and by Massachusetts Historical Commission. 

We apologize for not catching this before it was sent down. 

Sincerely, 

j W l t h B. McDonough 
Executive Director 
Boston Landmark Commission 

cc: Sally Zimmerman, MHC 

JBflcD/paf 



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

15 April 1987 ' -• ,,• 

Ms. Carol Shull 
Chief 
National Register of Historic Places ; t f * . i \ 
National Park Service t . x^'j' ' ' " J 
Department of the Interior 
P.O. Box 37127 , , . . - - . 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 I " * O 

Dear Ms. Shull: . i \ 

Enclosed please find a National Register nomination for:: 

Boston (Charlestown) 
Monument Square Historic District 
Monument Square, Monument Square Avenue 
& Concord Avenue. Composed of 47 buildings. 

The Massachusetts State Historic Preservation Officer has signed the nomination. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg ^ 
National Register Director 
Massacusetts Historical Commission 

BF/eaw 

APR 2 I 198T 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 


