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MASSAGBOSETTS BISTCRICAL COMdSSION 
80 BOYLSTON STOEET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

Barnstable, MA MRA 

AREA FCSHM NO. 

CTA 

S3 
CD 

CM 

5 

Barnstable (Cotuit-Santuit) 

Main Street 

CiC Name S a n t n i t Pn.Qt n f f i p p 

dwelling 

post o f f i c e 

c. 1846-48 

Gothic Revival 

itect 
Sketch Map: Draw mp shewing property's locaticn 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

nnVnmim 

Exterior Wfedl Fabric flush boarding 

Outbuildings two story barn 

Major Alterations (with dates) replacement 

of porch posts with metal supports, c. 1960? 

condition good 
see attached assessors' map 

Moved No Date 

9/12 4.3 Acreage 

Setting r e s i d e n t i a l 

um REFEREMCE /9̂  ̂ 79z/y/y/v/0<ĝ <o 
USGS CPflDRANGLE /"^^j/^ H/^ 

SCALE 

Recorded by Candace Jenkins 

Organizaticn Barnstable H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date 1986 
^ Photo #81-15-A9 



NATICXIAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Santuit Post Office possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and association. I t i s si g n i f i c a n t for i t s associations with 
the development of Cotuit Port as the v i l l a g e center, as the v i l l a g e post o f f i c e 
from 1846-1970, and as a good example of early Gothic Revival architecture. I t thus 
meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SldllPlCANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in tenns of 
other buildings within the ooonunity. 

The Santuit Post Office i s a curious building whose diminutive size and simple Gothic 
Revival style d e t a i l i n g resemble the "cottages" being erected at seaside resorts i n 
the period 1850-1875. I t i s a simple 1 1/2 story structure with steeply pitched gable 
roof and f l u s h board siding. A one story porch, now carried on tubular metal supports, 
protects the side entry. An o r i e l i s located In the second story gable. 

tv 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comnunity. 

Cotuit's Post Office was established i n 1821 i n the home of RolandT. Crocker (Area CTA-1), 
the f i r s t postmaster. In 1848 a post o f f i c e was opened closer to the growing center 
at Cotuit Port. Although some historians have stated that t h i s post o f f i c e dates 
from the o r i g i n a l establishment i n 1821, i t s simple Gothic Revival style d e t a i l i n g 
r e f l e c t s a construction date i n the 1840s when the Cotuit Port branch supposedly opened. 
A more l i k e l y history would be that upon the death of Roland Crocker i n 1846, a movement 
was started to move the post o f f i c e closer to tiie growing Cotuit Port section. The 
style and location (mid-way between Santuit and Cotuit Port) support t h i s theory. 
In further support, no post o f f i c e building i s shown on the 1858 atlas of Cotuit Port. 
The Santuit post o f f i c e closed i n the 1970s and the building was converted to a private 
dwelling. 

BIBLIOGRAEHy and/or REFQtEMCES 

^ Barnstable County Atlasses. 1858,'1880, 1907. 
^ Trayser, Donald G. Barnstable-Three Centuries of a Cape Cod Town. 

The Seven Villages of Barnstable. 1976. 
1939. 
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WASO Form -177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Santuit Post Ofnce (Barnstable MRA) 
Barnstable County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

• resubmission 
n nomination by person or local government 
CU owner objection 
• appeal 

Substantive Review: CH sample • request O appeal 

JAN 2 7 I98T 
Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: 
Action: 'ACCEPT 

_ ! : ^ f l f T U R N 
REJECT. 

•: / , 
/S7 ^ 3-// 3 /S 7 

Federal Agency: 

NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteri 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

, see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
CH good 
CHfair 

I I deteriorated 

CD ruins 

CD unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
CD dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
CD completeness ' 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria ' 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
CD context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 



FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COyMISSICW 
80 BOYLSTCW STREET 
BOSTC»l, MA 02116 - , 

ttioto (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw nap showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersect ic»i (s). 
Indicate north 

see attached assessors' map 

Barnstable, MA MRA 

AREA FORM NO. 

CTA 

Town Barnstable (Cotuit-Santuit) 

Address Main Street 

Historic Name santuit Vn t̂ nffirp 

Use: Present 

Original 

DESCRIPTIC»J 

Date c. 1846-48 

dwelling 

post o f f i c e 

Style Gothic Revival 

Architect nnVnoTjn 

Exterior Wall F ^ r i c f l u s h boarding 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) replacement 

of porch posts with metal supports, c. 1960? 

CXMidition good 

Moved No Date 

Acreage l^ss than one acre 

ge^^jjig r e s i d e n t i a l 

DTM REFERENCE /'^ jm^Z/Y^^/^nOLn 

USGS CPADRANGLE /V^vyV, Hi^ 

SCALE 

Recorded by Candace Jenkins  

Organization Barnstable H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date 1986 
^ Photo #81-15-A9 



NATIC»1AL REGISTER OtlTERIA STATMEaJT ( i f applicable) -

The Santuit Post Office possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and association. I t i s si g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s associations with 
the development of Cotuit Port as the v i l l a g e center, as the v i l l a g e post o f f i c e 
from 1846-1970, and as a good example of early Gothic Revival architecture. I t thus 
meets c r i t e r i a C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

I' ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of l 
other buildings within the ooninunity. j 

'̂ The Santuit Post Office i s a curious building whose diminutive size and simple Gothic i 
Revival s t y l e d e t a i l i n g resemble the "cottages" being erected at seaside resorts i n 1 
the period 1850-1875. It is a simple 1 1/2 story structure with steeply pitched gable { 
roof and f l u s h board siding. A one story porch, now carried on tubular metal supports, j 
protects the side entry. An o r i e l i s located i n the second story gable. 

^ . Located on the same l o t as the post o f f i c e are the Silas Jones House and barn, both ver-
.3|J nacular stnuctures constructed between 1880 and 1907. Although they centainly contribute 

to the h i s t o r i c ambiance of the area, they do not make a direc t contribution to the history 
of the Post Office . ' - .•-

HISTORICAL SIGSIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history aid how the 
building relates to the development of the conanunity. 

Cotuit's Post Office was established i n 1821 i n the home of Roland^T. Crocker (Area CTA-1), 
the f i r s t postmaster. In 1848 a post o f f i c e was opened closer to the growing center 
at Cotuit Port. Although some historians have stated that t h i s post o f f i c e dates 
from the o r i g i n a l establishment i n 1821, i t s simple Gothic Revival style d e t a i l i n g 
r e f l e c t s a construction date i n the 1840s when the Cotuit Port branch supposedly opened. 
A more l i k e l y history would be that upon the death of Roland Crocker i n 1846, a movement 
was started to move the post o f f i c e closer to the growing Cotuit Port section. The 
style and location (mid-way between Santuit and Cotuit Port) support t h i s theory. 
In further support, no post o f f i c e building i s shown on the 1858 atlas of Cotuit Port. 
The Santuit post o f f i c e closed i n the 1970s and the building was converted to a private 
dwelling. 

BIBLIOGRAFBY and/or REFERENCES ^ '¥T 
Barnstable County Atlasses. 1858, 1880, 1907. , .'". 
Trayser, Donald G. Barnstable-Three Centuries of a Cape Cod Town. 1939. 
The Seven Villages of Barnstable. 1976. " ' 



NPS Fonn 10-9ao-a 0MB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service * 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

, For Ni»S VM* only 

raeatvctf 

Continuation sheet Item numt)er Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Barnstable MRA 
State Barnstable Co., MA 

Nomination/Type of Review 

71. Methodist Church = 

• • Date/Signature 
* * * * * * - A o - v — 

5r;,1-.'/ral a«s«lB*«n?eeper ^-y(l<J^-,,...,...-f^^^^ 

Attest 

j^)72. Osterville Baptist Church JuVstantiT* S«Vli^| Keeper AiyJum 1 ^ 

73. Osterville Community 
Church 

74. Phinney, William and Jane, 
House 

Attest 

Keepe 

Attest 

"^per 

• Attest 

3 

75. Rhodehouse, Nelson, House -fftifi^^imit^ l l l t t t ^ ^ (̂ y'̂ 6̂c-̂ *̂--i-c.-..-i/̂  "̂"̂ -̂  ̂ / 

. . ...•-•.fe-,- . . Attest 

M M t f t n t l w KoTl^Keeper 

~ Attest 

76. Richardson, John, House 

77. Robbins, Joseph, House 

78. Round House 

"p* 79. Sampson's Folly—Josiah 
Sampson House 

80. Santuit Post Office 

Y^veeper ^ feti/i yfiJ>U^ //^/^^(y^ 

Attest ^^e>fH^(^l5^Zt. ^^MS, 

Ifc'M.m.?.! Segletcr IK eeper (^^'^(t^..^^,^'--^-.-^--^^ 3-/3 -j-y 

Attest 
iu iwt«j i t iT« Savli 

^JKf^ eeper i\x^k j(lldm <^jiejf?^, 

Attest fi^^t^fkyCS^^ ^jish-' 

mimtsaSiXr* Keeper fetTi^^^ ^ n|/o|<S? 

Attest 



WASO Form -177 
<"R" June 1984) 

•"v^T-" 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET •4> 

Santuit Post Office (Barnstable MRA) 
Barnstable County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Sub«tantiv« R«T1«» 

Working No. / / ^ / ^ 7 

resubmission 

• nomination by person or local government 

n owner objection 

• appeal 

Substantive Review: CZI sample 

Fed. Reg. Date: 

Date Due: 

Act ion : __|.,-A(5CEPT _ 

RETURN. 

REJECT_ 

Federal Agency: 

• request • appeal R decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteri  
Reviewer _SZi„  
Discipline JBC3d^i^^^  
Date jt-]!^ 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for : .technical corrections cited below 

.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

d ] ruins 
I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 

• completeness 

• clarity 

• alterations/integrity 

• dates 

I I boundary selection ••'^"'^•'•'^-y^ie-y 1 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph , ^ 
CI] completeness -il'/* :; 
• clarity • ' 
CZ! applicable criteria .'ifc .w 
d justification of areas checked s?' 
O relating significance to the resource 
CH context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
O justification of exception 
[ •o the r h^ ; , * 

•-trr- " 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification - .' .... 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

[ • Maps 
• Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000271 


