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NATI C4 AL REG STER CRI TERI A STATEMENT (if applicabl e)

The Santuit Post Office possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,

wor kmanshi p, feeling and association. | tis significant for itsassociations with
the devel opnent of Cotuit Port as the village center, as the village post office
from 1846-1970, and as a good exanple of early Gothic Revival architecture. |t thus

neets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCH TECTURAL S dl | PLCANCE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in tenns of
other buildings wthin the ooonunity.

The Santuit Post Office i s a curious building whose dim nutivesize and sinple Gothic
Revival style detailing resenble the "cottages" being erected at seaside resorts in
the period 1850-1875. | tisa sinmple 1 /2 story structure with steeply pitched gable
roof and flush board siding. A one story porch, now carried on tubular metal supports,
protects the side entry. An oriel islocated Inthe second story gable.

HSTORCAL SANHCANCE Explain the rol e owners played inlocal or state history and howv the
building relatesto the devel opnent of the conmunity.

Cotuit's Post Office was established in 1821 in the hone of RolandT. Crocker (Area CTA-1),
the first postmaster. In 1848 a post office was opened closer to the growing center

at Cotuit Port. Although sone historians have stated that this post office dates
fromthe original establishment in 1821, itssinple Gothic Revival style detailing
reflects a constructiondate in the 1840s when the Cotuit Port branch supposedly opened.
A nore likely history would be that upon the death of Roland Crocker in 1846, a novenent
was started to rmove the post office closer totiie growing Cotuit Port section. The
style and location (md-way between Santuit and Cotuit Port) support this theory.

In further support, no post office building i s shown on the 1858 atlas of Cotuit Port.
The Santuit post office closed inthe 1970s and the building was converted to a private
dwel l'ing.

Bl BLI OZRAEHy and/ or REFQ EMCES

A Barnstable County Atlasses. 1858,'1880, 1907.
N Trayser, Donald G Barnstable-Three Centuries of a Cape God Town. 1939
The Seven Villages of Barnstable. 1976.
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Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below /ST ~ 3-/] 3/S 7

1. Name
2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? i yes * o

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered « original site
CH good CD ruins altered moved date.
CHfair CD unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph
CD completeness

CD clarity

| | alterations/integrity
CD dates

I I boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

summary paragraph
CD completeness '
CD clarity
CD applicable criteria '
CD justification of areas checked
CD relating significance to the resource
CD context
CD relationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception
CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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NATI G>1AL REQ STER Ot | TERI A STATMERJT (i f applicable) -

The Santuit Post Office possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,

wor kmanshi p, feeling and association. |t issignificantfor itsassociations with
the devel opment of Cotuit Port as the village center, as the village post office
from 1846-1970, and as a good exanple of early Gothic Revival architecture. |t thus
meets criteria C of the National Register of Historic Places.

" ARCHI TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE Descrij be i nportant architectural features ar
ot her buil di ngs wi thin the ooni nunity.

The Santuit Post Office i sa curious building whose dimnutive size and sinple Gothic
Revival style detailingresenble the"cottages" being erected at seaside resorts i n

the period 1850-1875. It isa sinplel 1/2 storystructure with steeply pitched gable
roof and flush board siding. A one story porch, now carried on tubular metal supports,
protects theside entry. An oriel i slocated i nthesecond story gable.

A . Located on thesane | ot as thepost office aretheSilas Jones House and barn, both ver-
.3]J nacular stnuctures constructed between 1880 and 1907. Although they centainly contribute

to thehistoric anmbiance of thearea, they do not nake a direct contribution tothe history
of thePost Office : t- e

H STCRI CAL SI GSI FI CANCE Explain therole owners played i nlocal or state history aid howthe
buil ding relates to the devel opnent of the conanunity.

Cotuit's Post Office was established i n1821i nt hehone of Roland*T. Crocker (Area CTA-1),
the first postmaster. | n1848 a post office was opened closer tothegrowing center

at Cotuit Port. Although sone historians have stated that this post office dates
fromtheoriginal establishment i n1821, itssinple Gothic Revival styledetailing
reflects a construction date i nt he1840s when t he Cotuit Port branch supposedly opened.
A nore likely history would be that upon t hedeath of Roland Crocker i n1846, a nmovenent
was started t onove t hepost office closer tothe growing Cotuit Port section. The
style and location (nid-way between Santuit and Cotuit Port) support this theory.

In further support, no post office building i sshow on t he1858 atlas of Cotuit Port.
The Santuit post office closed i nt hel1970s and t hebuilding was converted toa private
dwel I'i ng.

Bl BLI OGRAFBY and/ or REFERENCES N ¥T
Barnstabl e County Atlasses. 1858, 1880, 1907. ,

Trayser, Donald G Barnstable-Three Centuries of a Cape Cod Town. 1939.

The Seven Villages of Barnstable. 1976. "



NPS Fon 109%04a

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet

Name
State

Barnstable MRA
Barnstable Co., MA

Item numt)er

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

*

, For Ni»S WF only
raeatvctf

Page

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Nomination/Type of Review o o Date/Signature
71.  Methodist Church = *5};*,i-*.'}ral a<<s<<IB*<;?1;égper AY(I< I AN
Attest
j")72. Csterville Baptist Church JuVstanti T* S«Vli”"| Keeper AiyJum 1
Attest
73. Osg][j\r/i::]l e Comunity Keepe
Attest
74, Phinney, Wlliam and Jane, " Aper 3
House
. Attest
75. Rhodehouse, Nel son, House -fftifi™imit™ [ttt A (Y M-S, - [N NN N
0o fe - Attest
76. Richardson, John, House MMtftntlw KoTI K eeper
~ Attest
77. Robbins, Joseph, House Yrveeper N fetifi yfil>UN NN
Attest Me>fHANSMZt. MMS
78. Round House I[fc'M.m.?.! Segletcr IK eeper (MNINMNN-N- AN 33 )iy
Attest
) Sansgigg'oﬁ ol lyJosiar UIWEIHT < SaVlle coner ik j(lldm <Ajigifon,
Attest fiMtMfkyCS™ Ajish-'
80. Santuit Post Office mimtsaSi X r* Keeper fdTimn A njol<S?

Attest



WASO Form -177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
<'R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Santuit Post Office (Barnstable MRY)

Bar nst abl e County Sub«tantive R«T 1«

MSSAHETTS
Working No. [/ [ ~ [ N 7
Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due:
Action:  __|.,-A(5CEPT _
resubmission RETURN.
. nomination by person or local government REJECT_
n owner objection Federal Agency:
. appeal
Substantive Review: CZI sample * reguest * appeal R decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteri

Reviewer _SzZi,
Discipline JBC3dNMA
Date e

see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? ° yes ® no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph , A

CI] completeness -il'fx

e clarity . '
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9. Major Bibliographical References
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11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

[« Maps
e Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

Phone:
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