‘orm No. 10-300 REV. (9/77)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
" INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

EINAME
HISTORIC
(- Oskland Theater
AND/OR COMMODN
Fox/Oskland Theater and Complex
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STREET & NUMBER
1807-1829 Telegraph Avenue
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__STRUCTURE __BOTH —_WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL  __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —_ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
— OBJECT __IN PROCESS X_YES: RESTRICTED ——GOVERNMENT —_SCIENTIFIC
X_BEING CONSIDERED —YES: UNRESTRICTED — INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
—NO ___MILITABY —OTHER:
OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME .
Menn Theater Corporation
STREET & NUMBER
9200 West Sunset Boulevard
CITY.TOWN i STATE
Los Angeles ___ VICINITY OF California
i LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE,
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. (ity Planning Dept, City Hall
STREET & NUMBER
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CITY, TOWN STATE
Oekland, CA 9ké12
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TITLE .
"Oaklend Central District Study-Design Resources Survey"
DATE

August 1963
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—-STATE

__COUNTY X _LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
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City Plenning Department, City of Oakland,
City Hsll, 6th Floor, 1421 Washington Street
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Qskland

STATE
Cslifornia
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ORIGINAL
T Bullding permit number A27902, was issued in Oskland on July T, 1927
for "permission to build a theater on the west side of Telegraph Avenue
84 feet north of 18th Street". 1.) Descriptive informetion was terse:
"Exterior wall construction of steel frame, reinforced concrete; interior
construction of same with metal lath and planter; roof construction of
steel frame, reinforced concrete; roof covering of composition roofing."
2.) The gross dimension of the structure were listed as "118 feet (wide)
by 256 feet (long): the entrance foyer was 50 feet across.  3.) No mention
was made of the 2 Hindu gods that would flank the stage, the 100 foot tall
entrance hall, the "Goddess of Fire" mural in the foyer, the marble pier
bases on the ground floor, etc, etec.

By the time construction was completed in 1928 Oskland was the proud
recipient of a Hindu-Defo mixed use complex of 37 shops, 91 offices and
a theater that originally seated almost 4000 patrons. The 3 story com-
mercial perimeter of street level shops and offices above expanded the
overall dimensions of the project to 218 feet (along Telegraph Avenue)
by 256 feet deep.

The actual theater space was 118 feet wide and 198 feet deep. The
foyer was 92 feet wide and 34 feet deep. The surmounting tower was 50
feet by 50 feet and rose to 115 feet. Other relevant heights were as
follows: the theater roof, 82 feet; the office block, 52 feet; the shop
wings, 25 feet.

The main entrance was culminated by & color tiled dome with supported
verticle towers "typical of the Brahamanisn Temple of Northern India"l
and climaxed by a neon glass ball beacon etop the dome. The entrance foyer,
faced with a gilded marquee, rises 100 feet to the colored dome above
Maynard Dixon's mural "The Goddess of Fire". The remaining exterior of
ground floor shops and 2 levels of offices sbove, are masonry with marble
pier bases, and possesses decorative features and panels with & parapet
that harmonizes with the central towers and interior designs. The exterior
shell of the theater proper is poured in place concrete which is enclosed
by the masonry wings descrived above.

The interior lobbies, stairways and lifts can onlv be described as
remarkable exibits of decoration and craftsmenship difficult or impossible
to match today. The large sweeping balcony and main theater and generous
stage utilize cast plaster that have been designed, decorated and painted
to give one a sense of several religious civilizations passing before one's
eyes, including two large Hindu gods to the left and right of the stage.

The sweeping expanse of ceiling that is made up of an overpowering
maze of seemingly islamic patterns set in plaster castings and highly de-
corated to appear as wood is illuminated by huge colored light chandeliers
based on Fast Indian motifs, All of these elements could never be repro-
duced today. The artisans no longer exist.

1. "San Francisco Chronicle” Oct. 26, 1928, 'New Oskland Theater Opens Its Doors'
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Exotic imagery associated with the movies of the early 20th century inspired
movie palaces of Moorish, Baroque, Neo Classical, Spanish, Italian Renaisaance
and Oriental design. The Fox Oakland utilizes the imagery of a Northern Indian
temple and combines it with Art Deco elements of the late 1920's. The commercial
complex flanking the main theatre portion ecohes design elements of the temple
theme in a manner which suggests the Zig Zag Moderne of the 1920's; Art Deco
lettering styles were also used throughout the original complex. The complex
was soon surrounded by other (more refined) Art Deco masterpieces. "The Fox's"
economic success spurred development of the now restored "Paramount'. The tiled
"Oakland Flower Market" was (and still is) diagonally across Telegraph Avenue
and the elegant green tiled I. Magnin was (and still is) nearby.

PRESENT

Most of these precious elements remain in good condition today. The glass
becon which served as an airplane signal was removed after World War II.

On January 8, 1946 Cahill Brothers, a San Francisco construction firm
received a builing permit (based on plans by O. A. Deiehmann) to close off
the 100 foot tall entrance foyer with a false (suspended) ceiling and remodel
the vestibule by sheathing it in stainless steel.

The building is in sound physical condition. The chandeliers, Maynard Dixon
mural, organ and original theater seats have been removed. Otherwise, with
minor exceptions, the theater remains as it was when built.
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__PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _—COMMUNITY PLANNING —_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION

—1400-1499 _ ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —_LAW __SCIENCE

——1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE _ _ECONOMICS —LITERATURE — SCULPTURE
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_-1800-1899 X_COMM ERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT — PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION

X._l 900- X_.COMMUMCATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
_INVENTION

Meury L. Diggs Blds,
Weeks & Day Arch.

SP%CI IC DATE BUILDER/ARCHITECT

uilt 1925( (opened Oct 27, 1928)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
PLEASE SEE ATTACHMENT.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

East: Telegruph Avenue West: Unenclosed; bounded by adjacent, existing parking area
North: 19th Avenue to sidewalk at east, north & south, open access space at
South: 18th Avenue west boundary.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
sTATE N_A, CODE’ COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

[B1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME/TITt8acquelyn Goudeau, Community Planner January 17, 1978
for 0.C.C.U.R.

ORGANIZATION DATE
Neighborhood Design Center of Oskland

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
1419 Broadway Rm. 722 (415) 834-T7990

CITY OR TOWN STATE
Oakland CA 9k612

[BJSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ____ STATE_____ LocaL X _

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

>
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE /(7%—1/ /07 %

TITLE State Historic Preservation Officer DATE 3/9/78

GPO 921-803
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

At the time of it's completion in 1928 (U4 years before the completion
of the Paramount), the Fox Osklend was the premiere "deluxe" theater of
Oskland. 'The Fox" was the last "grand theater" completed before the
"erash of '29". The enormous expenditure for extensive details would
never be repeated again.

The ¥ox Oakland represents "The Movies", the medium of entertain-
ment for all Americens in the three decades that preceded the development
of T.V. "Let's take in a show"; "Movies, downtown, Saturday night"; and
"The Fox" are indicative of a way of life that has now passed. "The Fox"
carried many Oakland residents through the depression and allowed them to
"forget their troubles and (let's) get happy" for awhile. This was especially
true for Oakland's many minority residents who were not allowed in other
"deluxe" theaters.

"The Fox" is an early example of a current popular trend, "the mixed
use complex". The combination of theater, office end street level shops,
in 1928 was Oskland's first mixed use complex. It is a small scale pre-~
decessor of Oakland's vision for tomorrow, its new "City Center".

The Fox Oakland was unique at the time of its openning. Not only did
it present first class vaudeville acts accompanied by a 20 piece band, but
also it was one of the few downtown theaters to present first run pictures
exclusively. Celebrity performers included Ginger Rogers, Frank Sinatra
with the Jimmy Dorsey Band and Bing Crosby.

At the time of its construction, the Fox Oskland was the largest
theater west of Chicago. While its seating capacity was soon surpassed
by the Fox San Francisco, the Fox Oakland was unique in thet during its
first years of operation, first run films continually played to full houses.
In fact, the financial success of the.Fox Oakland spurred deveélopmeht of the
Paramount (now the home of Oskland's Symphony and Ballet).

While downtown Oakland was once filled with Art Deco buildings, only
a scattered few now remain. "The Fox" complex, in conjunction with the
refurbished Paramount, I. Megnin and the Oakland Flower Market represent
the only remaining nucleus for an image of how downtown Oskland "used to be".

NOTE: See additional packet of information.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(3-82) . Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number 8 Page 2
Takoma Park Historic District 4 April 1984
Montgomery and Prince George's Counties
Maryland

HISTORY AND SUPPORT (continued)

"Because of its natural beauty, affording rare opportunity
for investigation along many special lines, Takoma Park is
becoming a favorite dwelling place for scientists connected
with the great government work in Washington. Already there
is quite a colony of these gentlemen established here,...."

Mrs. Alice Bruan, daughter of Dr. William Ortan, who researched plant use for
diabetes, has compiled a 1ist of scientists who Tived in Takoma Park between
1900 and the present, and this includes Dr. Albert F. Woods, one-time Dean of
Agriculture and President of the University of Maryland, Dr. B. Y. Morrisson,
hybridizer of the Glendale Azalea, and Dr. Stuart Armstrong, developer of the
"Takoma" azalea. The work of Dr. Morrisson and Dr. Armstrong bring into the
1940's an historic relationship between the suburb of Takoma Park and especially
strong horticultural and landscape concerns.

The following Department of Agriculture employees were residents of Takoma
Park, 1900 - 1950's.

Dr. William Ortan, 1905-1930 Mr. or Dr. Whitney

600 Cedar Avenue 7100 Cedar

researched plant use for diabetes Dr. B. Y. Morrisson 1920's to 1949
Dr. Albert F. Woods, 1900-1909 Hybridizer of the Glendale Azalea
Dean of Agriculture and President Piney Branch Road

of University of Maryland, 1909 .
Piney Branch and Highland Avenue Dr. E. H. Siegler

Dr. W Stockb 201 Tulip Avenue
r. Werner St , ' o
500 b]ockrcedgﬁ erger, early 1900's Dr. or Mr. Griffiths

Maple and Carroll

Dr. Corbet M Levits
500 block Ced r.
sdar 500 block Cedar
Dr. Hedgecox
Cedar Avenue between Eastern Dr. Stuart Armitrong .
and Tulip developed the "Takoma" azalea
Dr. Humphrey Dr. or Mr. LeClare
Tulip and Cedar Tulip and Cedar
Mr. Gore Dr. Fred Myers, current resident .
Holly Avenue internationally known plant taxonomist
Buffalo Avenue
Dr. Skeels
Holly Avenue March 24, 1984
Source: Mrs. Alice Bruan
Dr. Galloway daughter of Dr. Wm. Ortan

Piney Branch near Dahlia 726-1449
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Newspapers:

San Francisco Chronical
Oskland Tribune
Montclarion, Oakland

San Francisco Examiner
East Bay Voice, July 1976

Megazines:
The Console, November 1965 p. 11

Books:
Psnorama - Harry Gray, 1973 p. T4-77 =
The Earliest Entertainment and Theaters - William Wente, p. 28-L43

Places:
Oskland Public Library, California Room.
Oakland Museum, History Department.

Oral Traditionli=et:
Mr. H. Minehart, Manager of Grand Lake Theatre, Oskland (Fox owned).
Mr. R. Reglan, native of QOakland.
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i_dent of the Board of Directors of *
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this . point, no one can ‘predict*™
who the new owner will be or."
what will happen to the butlding.

‘A8 requested ‘by the Neighhor-
hood Design Center of Oakland,
with - strong endorsement from
Mayor Lionel J.  Wilson, the”' where, It's worth saving for that_
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Among the speakers’ at’ the‘
meetmg was Bill McCrary, in-
“volved with' several non-profit:’
organizations, who proposed uti- °
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g McCrary said.

*. Besides the theater .itself,
_?.which has a bigger stage than
Ms ‘Goudeau, Ms. Lawler said “I; to notify the auctioneer and the *“the Paramount, the steel and
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third floors..
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‘she has recelved ‘“‘three full

“pages” of phone calls from peo-
ple trying to join the committee
" ever sjnce its actlvities became

P T .__.......,..,_V;,..-...,...»—w' -




. on Telegraph Ayenue will be sold at
auction Jan. 24, but a local citizens
' comtmttee ‘headed" by Marie Con-
i e end .

. verse haopes that will not be
L of the beautiful landmarkﬁ; aﬁéw

5 worker ong active in preservation of 4
. Oakland landmarks, is heading a
- comxmttee of about 20’ locaJ resi-

[

44

|
i

. !
;: “the offices are vacant. The theater ' land serjously’

| ‘buyer will come forth
_to restore thé 3,200-seat’
| ditorium to its once—gloi-ib
1 anduseltagainasacenterf

1¥er _related uses

chltecture ” said Mrs. Converse. “
need t6 get everybody excited’ about
preservmg such structures. This’ ‘one ;
is particularly vital to the downtown ™ oh 11'
‘area, It is near the Groye-Shaftet "and a
- Freeway, a BART station, ofie bloclt fur‘”
-from Capwell’s, and walkmg dists ’

to th whol i , "

fwork thh any buyer in’an

restore the old theater and find

fpr it,” Mrs. Converse said. ;s - v .
T BRSO b T

“The. auctwn will be held at 2 p

“Jan. 24 on the site of the theater i D ion

-complex between 18th and - 19th- e ress

| streets on Telegraph Avenve. ., - Fox@AnS:icagger e

“‘greats} have appeared,
person-,

usegs'lretaﬂstomon eground
vél ‘and has. smarate offices on’
the second and floors. Many “of

i The steel nd concrete %uildmg
e

Je attractions, film festlvals an et 0, bél ' E

—

S YO



P
-

-

iy ¢ 2 W S o O

o e

. MOVIES ARE BACK. We all know that, Then why Is the 3200-seat Fox Theatre in downtown

Oakland sitting empty? The Fox is now owned by - Mann Theatres of Los Angeles which also has
- 37 retall stores and 91 office spaces. It Is scheduled to be auctioned next Tuesday, Jan. 24 at 2 pm.
Anad hoc group of Oakland Fox admirers called the “Fox Group” has spontaneomly formed and
Is seeking petitions in their effort to consolidate Interést in finding a buyer that will save the fox. -
The OCCUR board of directors has supported the concept of saving the Fox to become a re-.
vitalized part of the revitalized downtown Oakland. Fox group member and OCCUR president §
Marle Converse says lntemted penonl may .mll 547 2025 or write to 5950 Romany Road, -4




