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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Mountain Home Carnegie library is a one-story white pressed brick building 
which sits on a raised cut stone foundation. This western colonial revival 
structure is distinguished by its bracketed, overhanging hipped roof and Tuscan 
columned portico. Steps lead up to the portico which has a simple balustrade 
capping its corniced entablature.

Both the basement and first story windows are double hung sash with the upper 
pane being divided into four vertical lights. Behind the portico's balustrade is 
a segmental arched window. A slightly outset brick band runs around the building 
above the first story windows. All sills are cut stone.

The oak interior remains intact. A simple central stairway leads to the main 
floor where the library proper is located. Along the sidewalls are built in 
shelves. In the basement is an auditorium with a stage at the far end.

This building has no alterations or additions.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Mountain Home Carnegie Library is architecturally significant as a good local 
example of a public building rendered in the western colonial revival style. 
The overhanging, bracketed hipped roof accompanied by simple classical forms are 
the hallmarks of this style which, was popular in residential architecture in Idaho 
from 1906-1913. This structure is a rafe example of a public building employing 
this form.

The building is also significant within the community for its social and humanitar 
ian associations. The advent of a Carnegie library was a cultural watershed for 
the town and the building was a center for club meetings and community activities 
related to learning and the arts.

Tourtellotte and Company, who designed this building, were the foremost architects 
in southwest Idaho during the period. This library is one of the few examples 
of their work in Mountain Home.

Richard McKenna, author of "The Sand Pebbles" was born in a house a few blocks 
from the Mountain Home Carnegie Library. He gives much credit to the Carnegie 
Library for early satisfying his appetite for literature. He stated in a letter 
to the Mountain Home Carnegie Library in 1962, "It is only in the past fews years 
that I have begun to appreciate how significant an influence the library was 
for me in those formative years."
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