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During the 1890's and early 1900's a number of Victorian homes were
constructed on the hills surrounding Newport. They stood much to
themselves as large estates with extensive open surroundings. The
owners were prominent citizens of Cocke County--bankers, lumber execu-
tives, pharmacists, and doctors. Many of these huge homes stand today
amid less grandiose homes of later eras. Although the original
grounds of many have been greatly reduced by subdivisions and altera-
tions have been undertaken in many of the structures, certain homes
are still extraordinary--one of the finest is Elm Hill.

Elm Hill is a three-story Victorian home of brick that is compli-
mented with wooden trim. It was built in 1890 by Benjamin Dickinson
Jones, a local banker, according to plans of a similar home in Knox-
ville. The home is situated on the ridge on the south side of town.
The view from Elm Hill includes the city, the Pigeon River, and the
fertile land stretching to the French Broad River. The name, Elm
Hill, was derived from the huge elms there; a few are still standing.

Typical of the Victorian family, the Jones' had a large family of
eight children. The home includes seven bedrooms, a parlor, living
room, extensive dining room, kitchen and baths. Mrs. Jones antici-
pated the installment of public utilities. The baths and kitchen
were designed to be easily installed with running water. Originally
water was collected off the roof, stored in a tank in the attic, and
used for bathing. The most prominent Victorian feature is the round-
ed tower; it adjoins the living room on the first floor, a bedroom
on the second floor, and forms an observation deck at its apex.

The woodwork in and around the home is elaborate. Originally a
circular porch surrounded the structure, however, much of it has been
remgved (one of the few alterations). The floors are of hardwood
maple; they are mitered in the tower and at the edges of each room to
. make a perfect fit. There is also a variation in the style in which
the maple was laid at the walls in order to provide a decorative
border; over the entrances to the tower is a decorative archway. The
mantels are of oak. The dining room included a built-in cabinet for
glassware beside the fireplace mantel. The height of the dining
room (12 feet) is broken by an oaken ridge which holds decorative
plates. Besides the original woodwork which is wholly intact, there
are -a number of antiques dating from the mid-Victorian period that
belonged to the Jones' and h gained in the hands of their
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Elm Hill was the showcase for Newport society in the early 1900's.
Ben Dickinson Jones was the first president of Merchants and Planters
Bank and a highly successful merchant in the town. He and his wife,
the former Townzella Jane Randolph, held many dances and weekend
parties at the home.

On September 25, 1901, the home was the scene of the wedding of
Anna B. Jones, daughter of B. D. and Townzella R. Jones, and a young
attorney, Ben W. Hooper. The tower on the first floor that adjoins
the living room was set in flowers and used as an altar. By 1910
Ben W. Hooper had garnered enough political support to be nominated
by the Republican party and elected governor of Tennessee. The
couple did not reside at the home; however, Hooper purchased the home
after the death of his wife's parents and it has remained in the familly
to the present time. -
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The home is an outstanding example of Victorian architecture. Very
few brick Victorian homes were constructed'ifi rural ‘towns or areas
in East Tennessee. The project was based on designs of a home in
Knoxville where such homes were more regularly seen. The contractor
.did not realize the cost involved in construction of the home and
went broke as he overran his cost estimate. B. D. Jones paid him the
difference to keep him in business. Whereas many homes of such large
dimensions have been divided into apartments and altered appreciably,
Elm Hill has not been changed very much. It stands today under the
care of the present owners as an extraordinary example of Wictorian
design and craftsmanship.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procechres set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
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