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1. Name
historic f'AWilliam]Norcross jllouse
and or common Same

2. Location

street & number 14 Cushman Stroc t M/A not for publication
city, town Monson lij/j*vicinity of
state Massachusetts code 025 county Hampden code 013
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) X private unoccupied X commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object icTTA™ P"*\®ss Xyes: restricted government scientific
Tbeing considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner off Property

name Richard B. and Rosemary A. Johnson

dreg & numba 17 Cushman Str eet

aty, toan Monson N/A \idnity o date M assachusetts
5. Location off Legal Description

courthouse, regidry o desds eic. Hampden County Registry of Deeds

dret & numba 50 State Street

dty, tomn Soringfield date M assachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic
titte Assets of the Commonwealth # hasthis propety been daemined digible? yes no

dae December 1982 federal X state county local
depadtory for saurvey records M assachusetts Historical Commission

dty, tomn Boston date M assachusetts



/. DeSCrlpthn William Norcross House, Monson, M assachusetts

Condition Checic one Checkone
— _ excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site
A good ruins N altered moved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Wil liamNorcross House, dating from thelate Georgian period (ca.l785),
is locally noted for itssophisticated architectural design. Consisting
of amin block andnorthern ell, thehouse stands on a 3/4 acre [ ot i n
Monson Center. | t faces southwest toward Main Street with it s south

el evation abutting directly onto Cushman Street.

This five-bay, center chimey plan building rises twostories froma

stone andgranite foundation t oa hi proof with monitor. Sheathedi n
clapboards, thestructure i sarticulated with quoins, a simple water table
and an el aborate entabulature with pulvinatedfrieze andmodillion cornice.
A most distinctive element of thedesign i s themonitor which interrupts
the hi pandthrough which thecenter chimey rises. This conmponent
repeats thedetailing (modillion blocks and quoins) seen on the main
structure. e o Its' S”paned, « single sash wi ndows ai-e symmetrically" placed
with- three openings onthewest elevation, twoopenings onthenorth'and
south elevation; andone opening ontheeast elevation. Elsewhere i n the
main block, fenestration consists of 6/6 sash i nsimple frames; first

floor wi ndows have heavy dentilated caps over pulvinatedfriezes on the
principal west and south elevations.

The principal facade of theNorcross House i s thewestern elevation. Sym
metrically aligned, i tconsists of five bays with a center entry. The
classically ornamented entry features a fanlight andi sframed by pilasters
which carry a nolded pedi ment.

The four-bay south elevation facing Cushman Street features two entries
which alternate with thdfirst "flbbr windows. Both entries repeatthe
stylish enframement of thefirst floor wi ndows.

The eastern elevation, or rear of the house, contains a small enclosed
porch on thenorth endwhich was added i n1962,'and an arched 'fehtry t o t he
cellar i slocated at t he southern corner. Wndows onthis elevationare
asymmetrically placed and simply framed.

The northern elevation i slargely obscured by a two-story el | which extends
perpendicularly fromit. This five-bay, two-story gable roofed extension
was constructed shortly after themin building. Originally onestoryi n
height, a second story was added i n 1835.

The interior of themin building retains a nunmber of i t soriginal features.
These include a ballroom and an adjoining roomwith a high dome ceiling on
the second floor, five v/iorking fireplaces, doors, panelling anda tigh't,
triple run,stair;caseat thefront entrance.

The only outbuilding remaining on theproperty i sa small shed |ocatedon
the western boundary, north of theell. At onetime a barn also stoodi n
the vicinity of the shed, but was torn down i nl1962at thetime themin
building underwent major rehabilitation.



8. S|gn|ff|cance William Norcross House, Monson, M assachusetts

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture, religion
14001499 X archeology-historic conservation law science
15001599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
16001699 X architecture education military social/
JJ_1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry . politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates ca.l785 Builder/Architect Unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Wi Iliam Norcross House i ssignificant as a well preserved exanpleof
high style late Georgian period architecturei na rural New Engl and
community. Standing i nt hecenter of thetown of Monson andfacing

sout hwest toward Main Street, theNorcross House reflects through its
usage from residence andtavern i nthelate 18thandearly 19th centuries
to boarding house for mill workers i nthel9thandearly 20th centuries,
the. evolution and-grov/th of a rural,-yet increasingly”, industrial. New

Engl and tiown. Thebuilding i salso important for itsassociation with
the Norcross family who nade major contributions t o,the commerci al

devel opment of Monson i nt helate 18thand 19t hcenturies. Retaining
integrity of location, design, materials, setting andworkmanship, the
Wi lliam Norcross House neets criteria A, BandC of t heNational Register

of Historic Places.

W lliam Norcross, theoriginal owner andbuilder of this late 18th century
house, i s known t ohave first purchased 21 acres of land anda small Ih
story dwelling i nMonson i n1776. According t otown records, by 1785

he hadbuilt thenom nated property directly t ot heeast of t heolder
house, andbeing known as a joiner andcabinet maker, was |ikely
responsible. for itsconstructioi;i. This newer structure originally served
as a tavern andresidence fortheNorcross famly, but by theearly 19th
century was used only as thefamly's residence.

At theturn of t)ie,19th century, W Illiam Norcross constructed a new tavern
and a general store, both of which were located not far from his honmeand
close tothecenter of town. Wth theestablishment of these twoenter-
prises, Norcross becane known as a successful local merchant and business-
man. Upon hi sdeath i n1803, hi sestate was divided anong his wifeand
two sons, who inherited respectively thel785 house, tavern and general
store. Theeldest sonJoel, particularly followed i nhi sfather's footsteps,
becom ng locally prom nent i nbusiness andreal estate. Afterhis

mot her's death i n1806until 1835, he andhi s wife lived i nthe 1780
fam |y homestead, at which time hebuilt a newGeek Revival style house
nearby andsold t heolder property t ot heMnson Wolen Manufacturing

Company. This mill establishment began operation i n1816andwas, |ocated
just east of t heNorcross property. Fromthedate" ot sale i n1835 until
1927 when t hemill closed, theNorcross House along with' t he Earlier
farmhouse was used by t hemi ||l conpany as boarding houses. During this

al mst 100-year period, fewalterations were made t oeither structure.

M nor changes di doccur, however, t ot henom nated property atthetim

It was sold t ot hemi|ll conpany. Alterations included theaddition of a
3N -e

(Continued)



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences
Hanpden County Registry of Deeds.

Hanpden and Hampshire County Registry of Probate.
History of Monson, Monson Historical Society, 1 nc. (196 0)

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _ 75 acre

Quadrangle nama Monson Quadrangle MA-CT Quadrangle scale 1725,000

UTM References
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Verbal boundary description and justification
The nomination includes thehouse sited on a 3/4 acre |lotwith i sa portion
of the 21 acres (altered) originally associated with theproperty. Please
refer toassessor's map. '
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state code county code

N/A

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

namefite Kathryn Kubie, Preservation Planner, with Richard Johnson

organizationMassachusetts Historical Commission dae November 198 3
dregt & numba 204 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470
aty or town Boston state M @ssachusetts 02108

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state X local

As the designated State Historic.PJieservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signhature

state Historic Preservation Officer
title Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion date

For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property,is included in the National Register

Entered I n the date
Keeper of the National Register Hatiuiinl Regl ster

Attest: date 43]_

Chief of Registration
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o W I1iam Norcross House,
(ontinuation sheet Myi >nson. Massachusetts temnunt)er 8 Page 1

second story totheel |l of thebuilding (1835 and theconstruction
of two lean-to style kitchens totherear of themain structure (1835).

Wien t hemill closed i n1927, theNorcross property was soldto
Adam Ni edzwi cki, who later converted thenom nated property dwelling
into three units. I n 1941 he divided theproperty into two parcels

and conveyed thetwo dwellings t o separate owners. The 1780 Georgi an
period house has subsequently changed ownership three times, andi n
the 196 0s underwent a major rehabilitation which included the conversion

of theell into four rental units, theconstruction of an enclosed
porch totherear of thehouse, and theremval of thetwo 1835 lean-to
style kitchens. 1t i sbelieved that a barn lying tothenorth ofthe

ell was also torn down at this time.

The land surrounding theW /lIliam Norcross House should be considered
to contain theremains of subsurface structural features as well as
discrete and scattered material culture deposits associated with two
hundred years of human activity on thesite. [dentification and
evaluation of thehistoric archaeological resources of theproperty nmay
reveal information which i f integrated into an appropriate research
design may contribute t oour understanding of thepast, addressing
questions pertaining toboth site specific and general culture process

issues.
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CH resubmission
* nomination by person or local government
CZl owner objection

Entered in -as

Working No..

Fed. Reg. Date: < ~
Date Due:
Action:

national Register
Federal Agency:

» appeal
Substantive Review: C | sample Cll request *  appeal
Reviewer's comments:
Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited t)elow
.Substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Represerrtation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? D yes e no

7. Description

Condition Chedk one
excellent | | deteriorated unaltered

CD good I lruins [m altered

o fair I 1 unexposed

Describe the present and original (if lcnown) physical appearance

e sumnnary paragraph

e completeness
clarity

| alterations/integrity
dates

I boundary selection

Cn

AJNAN}
IZANANEPTA
RETURN
REJECT.

NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline

Date

. see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check orie

original site

moved

date.
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify tielow

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

CH completeness

o clarity

0 applicable criteria

O justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource

d| context

» relationship of integrity to significance
» justification of exception

» other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
CH Photographs
» other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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January 4, 1984

| "assachusetts Historical Comm ssion
294 Washington Street
Boston, M 02108

Re: Vvilliam Norcross House
14 Cushnman Street
Monson, r-lIA 01057

Gent |l emen:

The purpose of this letter is to comrent on whether the
above referenced property should be nom nated to the
National Register of Historic Places and further to confirm
that both the present property owners, Richard B Johnson
and Rosemary A Johnson support and consent to the listing
of said property in the state and national registers.

The Vvilliam Norcross House-tavern is worthy of the
protection and benefits provided to properties listed on the
national register due to itsarchitectural significance.

It is the nmost sophisticated 18th century structure in the
Town of Monson, and the double hip or monitor roof form
with center chimey is possibly unique to the area.

There is also concern that the honme is located in a
central commercial zoning district and situated extremely
close to the public way known as Cushman Street

Vie hope that the favorable tax benefits v;ill encourage
future landlords or ovmers to preserve, restore and accura-

tely repair the property as opposed to modernizing the
property or allowing i tto deteriorate.

Very truly yours,

Rosemary A Jjohns”



