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1. Name of Property
historic name SARAH R.S, RORY MFMORTAI RIITI RING

other names/site number  niJNSTARI F TOWN HAII (preferred)

2. Location

street & number 511 MATN STRFFT not for publication
city or town DUNSTARI F vicinity

state MASSACHIJSFTTS code MA county MTRni FSFX code_oi2 ZPcode 01877

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that t h | nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering pnspertles In the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
C&meets » does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally « statewidev-tocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Judith &JjflcDonough, Executive Director Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

state or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets * does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

)nal Park Service Certification
1, hereby certify that this property Is:
‘entered Inthe National Register
* See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Dunstable Town Hall
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private _Xbuilding9
X public-local __didria
_ Public-State _dte
Public-Federal _ drudure
_dojedt

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

GOVERNMENT: Town Hall: Correctional facility

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)
LATE VICTORIAN: Queen Anne/Romanesque
LATE 19 CENTURY REVIVAL: Classical Revival

Narrative Description

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources In the count.)

Cantributing Naonamtributing

1

building
dtes
.structures
_ Objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions

(Enter categories from Instructions)

GOVERNMENT: Town Hall

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation = STONE / granite

walls

roof

other

brick

STONE / slate

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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The Dungtable Town Hall, dso known as the Saxah R. S Roby Memoria Building, islocated a the
center of this Middlesex County community of some 2,300 people. Sited near the crossroads of Main
Street (Route 113 from Tyngsboro), Plessant Street (Route 113 from Pepperell), and High Sireet (leading
from Nashua, New Hampshire), the Town Hall faces south onto Main Street on atwo-acre lot. It was
erected in 1907 and was designed by Warren Floyd.

The Town Hall occupies adightly doping lot onwhat hed been the town common. A smal triangle of
open goece to the rear of the building isall that remains of that public goace, dthough along narrow
grassy areaouth of the Town Hall, acrossMain Stredt, that was previoudy ahayfield is now known as
the Town Common. Some deciduous and evergreen trees on the Town Hall parcd may predate the
sructure.

Across Main Strest from the Town Hall are the Dungtable Evangdical Congregationd Church (1912), the
Union Elementary School (1895) now joined to the Swallow Elementary School (1964), and the town
playing fields. Two five-bay, hip-roofed Federd-period housesflank the Town Hall, and other historic
resdencesdating to the 18*, 19*, and early 20* centuries so remain. Together these dements condtitute
awedl-preserved areapotentially digible for listing as aNational Register Historic District.

Thetown hall issat back gpproximately fifty feetfi-omMain Street. A drivea thefi-ontof the building
divides it from a smal commemorative park goece (dso within the bounds of this nomination). A
semicircular group of arborvitae frames amonument to those from Dungtable who sarved in the two
World Wars. To itswes isa second, recent memoria honoring Civil War veterans. At the very front of
the lot gandsa small monument sone, instaled in 1932, commemorating those who sarved in the First
World War; rhododendron bushesflank the done. A flagpole dandsin the midst of these monuments,
and to the southeedt atall, rough-cut granite post holds asign identifying the building.

Two wide granite depslead from the driveway to the poured-concrete wakway that currently leedsup to
the structure; itis edged with arailing of iron pipe. Aniron arch surmounted by a lantem has been
removed, athough the town plansto resore it. On either dde of the wakway isan areaof lawn with
foundation plantings acrossthe falade. On the westem Sde, densdy planted evergreens shield the
building from High Street, while the eestem sde now holds a parking areaoff Common Street.

The building is congtmcted of brick, with foundation and trim of granite, and blends Richardsonian
Romanexque, Queen Anne, and classicd revival-style details. Its main block isessentidly rectangular in
plan, with asymmetry provided by apolygona comer tower; there isaso abroad reer ell. Both are
surmounted by hipped roofs sheathed indate. The building rises 1Yi Sories ebove a raised basament of

(continued)
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granite ashlar to abroad hipped roof pierced by dormers. A dentillated comice encircles the building.
The entrance isdominated by acentered, projecting porch whose rounded brick arch is surmounted by a
crendlated rooflinewith granite caps. A large rectangular granite plaque centered above the arch reeds

SARAH R. S ROBY
19-MEMORIAL-07

Building trim isotherwise limited to granite lintels and sills, pand brick and pilasters on the main block,
and modest corbelling onthe tower. Narrower, full-length arches are located on either sde of the entry
arch; arailing of iron pipe endosssthe porch on eech sde. Directly above the entrance is a gable-roofed
dormer with Paladian-style three-part window. The dormer iscovered in date.

Savefor the dormers, al fenestration is st within granite lintels and sills. All the present 11 sseh are
recent replacements of the original saeh. Onthe eest Sde of the south-facing front facade, there isa series
of windows in the following order from the entranceway: single, narrow rectangular window; double
windows, single window. On the west sSde of the entranceway, the window seriesgoesas follows: single
window; doublewindows. Then, on the west comer of the front rises a2 '/2-gtory hexagond tower with a
conica roof topped by a copper finial. While the first-level windows in the tower are rectangular, those

on the second story windows are roundheeded.  Half-size windows lighting the lower level of Town Hall
are digned with those directly above them onthe first floor.

The sde facades are similar, eech three bays degp with seeh aranged singly and inpairs, with ahip-
roofed, date-shingled dormer. Each dormer contains atripartite array of half-size sash, all modem
replacements. The rear facade has two windows, one on either side of the center door gpproached by
brick seps. The original eedt facade has a 1986 brick addition containing a sscondary entryway .

The plan of the building encompasses two square units covered by adjoining hipped roofs. The main
block haes a centrd stairhall; on the first floor, there isalarge meeting room to the west and severd
amdler offices with walk-in safe to the eest. The safe has been in the building Snce it was constmcted.
At the rear isthe large auditorium with asmdl gage a its eestem end, sat benegth a proscenium arch. On
the lower level, the main block holds office goaces and akitchen, while benegth the auditorium to the reer
isthe large meeting/dining hall known as the Grange Room. Enclosed dtairs leed from the centra hall on
the main floor to attic Sorage goace once used as secondary offices.

(continued)
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The interior retainsoriginal fabric, such as doors, door and window enframements, wainscoting, and stair
baudersand rails.

Archaeologicd Description

While no prehistoric sites are recorded on the nominated property, it is possble that Stes are present. The
Town Hall islocated on awell drained level to moderately doping land surface within 1000 feet of Black
Brook, part of the Merrimack River drainage. One prehistoric Ste isrecorded in the generd area(within
one mile). Ingenerd, however, the potentia for locating significant prehistoric resourceswithin the
Town Hall property islow. Congruction of the town hall, which hes a basement, and landscaping around
the ssmcture have probably impacted any prehistoric resourceswhich may have been present on the

property.

The potentia for locating significant historic archaeologica resources on the nominated property is dso
low. Although aportion of the "village green” or town common is reported to survive behind the town
hall, no mctures are reported for that area. Some potentia exists for artifact scattersor "shet refuse” in
the areq, possibly associated with public activities on the common, however, these activitieswould be of
limited ressarch potentiad and vadue. Given the above information, construction impacts associated with
the town hall and rdated landscaping activities, the potentia for locating significant historic
archaeologica resourcesisdso low.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad pattems of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

0 Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of constmction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mari* "x" In all the boxes that apply.)

PnDperty is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C abirthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Middlesex. MA
County and State

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT

Period of Significance
1907-1949

Significant Dates

n/a

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B Is marked above)

n/a
Cultural Affiliation

n/a

Architect/Builder
Warren Lyman Floyd

(CKe the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
_ previously listed in the National Register
_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register
_ designated a National Historic Landmaric
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#
recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X_ State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
_ Local govemment
University
_ Other
Name of repository:
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The Dungtable Town Hall, dso known as the Sarah R. S Roby Memoria Building, isawell-
presarved late Victorian gmcture designed by locd architect Warren Lyman Floyd and erected in
1907. Prominently stuated on the Dungable town green, the building isareflection of the
community'scivic pride in the early 20* century. Intended originally to function as both town
hall and public library, the smcture was the gift of Dungable native Sarah R. S Roby. The
town hall islocated in daose proximity to the Congregationa Church and the Union Elementary
School, and together with these Structures and adjacent historic residentia buildings, could
congitute aNational Register-eligible district around the town common. It isthe only period
building of its style and type in the village center. Retaining integrity of location, design, setting,
materias, workmanship, feeling, and association, the Dungtable Town Hall fulfils National
Regiger criterion A onthe loca level.

Dungable isamra community located dong the New Hampshire border. Initially far larger than
its present seventeen square miles, it was edtablished as the Town of Dundable in 1673, froma
large collection of individually granted lands dong the upper Merrimack and NashuaRivers.
Large sections were split off as new towns early in the 18 century, with the MassachusettsNew
Hampshire lineof 1741 placing mog of the remaining town in New Hampshire (it would later
becomethe city of Nashua NH). During thesefirst decedes of European settlement, the
sHtlement pattem was one of scattered farms, with no village center. The 1741 division
prompted the building of amestinghouse to servethe now far-smaller town; after extended
controversy over itslocation, the meetinghouse was finally built in 1753 a what would become
the comer of Fores and Main Streets, about a half-mile eest of the present town center. A
burying ground (Meetinghouse Hill Cemetery) was dso edablished dose by, and by 1765, a
town pound was built further eest.  None of these efforts goparently prompted any devel opment
of atown center, however, until later inthe 18" century, dthough the road sysem converging on
what would become avillage green wes in plece by the early 18" century. In 1789, asngle-story
schoolhouse hed been built a the center, and someyears later, the first parish megtinghouse was
rdocated to the present town center and remodded.  Its gppearance is unknown. Thismove
prompted the development of a amdl village node & Dundable Center, athough the community
remained one of scattered farmsteads.  Other public buildingsat the town center included a
federd/Greek Revival-style medtinghouse, erected in 1830-31 (which later bumed), joined by a
number of five-bay Federd houses and bams.

Throughout the 19" century, this smdl village continued to develop. A railroad depot west of the
center sarved the Red Linerail linelinking Acton, Westford, and Dungable to Nashua, New
Hampshire, but the railroad had only minimal impact on the community's development and
oceesd sarvice by the 1920s The depot is no longer sanding.

Asdid many New England communities, Dungable established asocid library in the mid 19"
century, available by subscription. The Dungable Free Public Library was esablished in 1878,

(continued)
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incorporating the socid library. Lacking apermanent home, the library occupied goaces in
various buildingsin town, including Parker's gore in the center (no longer extant) and the
Dungable Comet Band Hall. Town records were housad within the library as well, and were
likewise moved from place to place.

In 1896, in accordance with en arrangement madewith the School Commiittee, the library wes
moved to the first floor of the new Union School, which hed been erected the year before. The
librarian was Lizzie Jawett Swallow. The Union School survives acrossMain Street a short
digance from the nominated building. Y et this arangement, too, was far from satisfactory,
giving noneof the ingtitutional functions adequate Joece  Ten years later, a generous bequest
from a native daughter of Dungtable would meke possible constmction of the nominated property.
Saah R. S Roby begueathed to the town of Dungtable funds to be used for the purpose of
creating a building combining soecefor atown hdl and library.

Mrs. Roby was bom Sarah Reed on a Dungteble farm on June 29, 1811. Asayoung woman, she
joined the dream of mill girlswhoworked in the new textile mills of the young town of Lowell,
nearby, as well as in the millsin Nashua During these years, e eamed adowry for her
marriage in 1836 to farmer Abel Parker Spaulding, d<o of Dungable. They hed one daughter,
Saeh Angeline. Mrs. Spaulding was soon widowed. She goent the next severd yearsasa
"popular and efficient nurss' (according to her obituary) before remarrying in 1855 Oilman
Roby, another Dungable fanner. They lived a the Roby Farm, approximately one mile north of
the village center, until he died when Sarah was 72.

Shortly after Mr. Roby's degth, Mrs. Roby "reinquished her dower rightsin the farm” and had a
house built closer to the village center, where she would live until her desth, afew weeks before
her 95th birthday, in June 1906. In her will, drawn up in 1898, Mrs. Roby bequesthed $10,000
for the constmction of abuilding "subgtantia in stmcture, beautiful in gopearance, and useful to
the present and succeeding generations of familiesresiding in Dunstable” 1t was intended to bea
Town House and Public Library, and especiadly designed for that purpose. She requested thet it
be built located on the common, on the ste where "Dungtable men had gathered to organize to
join the colonial army" 0 that the town youth would gain their first lessonsin govemment in an
appropriate spot. The building would shdter offices of the town and sarve as aplace to keep
town records as well as acollection of books and joumals. Mrs. Roby wanted all Dungable
resdentsto "havethe privileges, the use, and the enjoyment of apublic library, a plessant
as=mbly room with dining hall and accessorieswell equipped.” (Lowell Courier-Citizen, August
13,1908)

The architect sdected for the building was Warren Lyman Floyd, aso senior descon of Lowell's
Firgt Baptist Church. Bom in Wamer, New Hampshire, in 1836 and educated in public schoodlsin
Methuen and Billerica, Mr. Floyd trained as a carpenter, first with his father in New Hampshire.
In 1856, Floyd went to work in Boston inresidentia constmction, after which he moved to

(continued)
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Billerica and operated agrocery. In 1871 he retumed to the building trade in the office of George
W. Peerson in Lowell. In May of 1875 he opened his own office as an architect in the Lowell
Institution for Savings block in Lowell, where he remained until 1909. Hissurviving works
include the Kenwood School in Dracut (1900), and the Pawtucket Congregational Church (1898),
the French Baptist Mission (ca 1898), and the Firgt Primitive Methodist Church (1901-1904), all
in Lowell. Floyd dso completed anumber of resdential commissons. The Dungable Town Hall
isthe only identified example of Floyd'swork in the town, and isatypical and well-preserved
example of hiswork. Active inmany loca ingtitutions, and particularly the Baptist Church in
Billerica, Mr. Floyd died in 1918. (obituary, Lowell Courier Citizen. August 18, 1918)

Contractors Miner and O'Neil began congtruction in 1907 and completed the structure in 1908.
The building weas dedicated to the towngpeople on August 12, 1908, as the Sareh R. S Roby
Memoria Building. Town library records describe the ceremony:

"The beautiful new town hal and public library building .. . was dedicated . . .
in the presence of agreat throng of resdents and visitors, many of the latter being natives
of thetown who had come back for the occasion. Hags were displayed on many
buildings and the large hall of the structure dedicated was handsomey decorated. The
building islarge, handsome and subgtantia, standing upon the old village green, with
town rooms, akitchen and dining room in the basement; the library, hall and offices for
the town officers are on the first floor."

The passage continues to describe the various speskers, including "an historical address
by Prof Frederick N. Williams of Chicago, ardétive of the donor,” onthe life of Mrs. Roby,
followed by adinner, and finally, adancethat evening in the hall.

The building immediately assumed a centrd rolein town life. Thetown meade aspecid
appropriation of funds for fitting the library room on the westem portion of the first floor; solid
osk gackswere mede by aloca lumber company. The heed librarian, Lizzie Jawett Swallow,
had sarved in the same position when the collection was housed in the Union School. Bom in
1864, she would remain in that position until 1952. Onthefirst floor, the hal or auditorium
(which mogt recently held the library) was the dte of variety shows, schoal plays, lectures,
dances, and annud town mesetings. Town offices, avault, and asmal lockup were dso housad in
this building. Community and Grange Hall dinners used the downdairs dining room and kitchen.
The building became a regular meeting place of the Dungteble Grange, and the annud Grange
Fair isstill held onthe town hall grounds.

Probably the mogt festive event snce the 1908 dedication wasthe "Old Home Day" held on
September 6, 1923. Ced ebrating the 250th Anniversary of the founding of Dundable, hundreds of
natives retumed to their rootsto rejoin family members and friends for aday of activities centered
a Town Hall. A panoramic photo teken that day still hangsin the library; it shows a messof

(continued)
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people in their finest outfitsassambled infront of Town Hall. The photo conveys with doquence
the symbolic importance of Town Hall in the 20th Century community identity of Dungtable.
Since 1925, the town hall lawn hes been usad to commemorate Dungtable participants in
Americas wars with three monuments dedicated to those who sarved in both World Wars and the
Civil War.

Town meetings were held in the auditorium until 1964, when the Swallow School, named for the
town librarian, opened across the dreet, and town mestings were moved to the new school
auditorium. At the next town meeting, the library trustees asked for the former meeting room
goecein the Roby Memoria Building. The request was granted &t the town meeting and the
library was moved from the west Sde of the building to the meeting room in the back section of
the first floor. The Sage area became the children's section of the library. Renovations on
windows and exterior door entranceswere madein the early 1970s I1n 1986, the library
reacquired a section of the original library on the west 5de of the building, transforming one of
the town offices to sarve as the Children's Reading Room. At that same time, the sscondary
entrance gtairs were added to provide direct ancess to the lower level and Grange Room, and chair
liftswere installed on &l Saircases

Throughout the years. Town Hall has remained the focal point of community gatherings and
activities. It continued to function initsorigina multiple capacity until October 1998, when the
library moved to amuchr-needed new, larger goece west of the center on Main Street. All town
offices are presently in the building, including the police, town clerk, hedth department, and
planning board, athough someunitswill be removing to other locations. Thetown hes
determined to restore the auditorium gpece on the main floor and to kegp the building actively a
part of locd life. A 1999 grant from the Massachuseits Preservation Projects Fund will be usad to
plan for future use and preservation of the building, s that the Dungtable Town Hall can continue
to play acentrd rolein town life.

(end)
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 1.72 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 296300 4727680
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Descrit>e the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the t>oundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte  Michael Wurm, Dunstable Historical Commission, with Betsy Friedberq. NR Director. MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission . date April 1999
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard . tdegphone  617-727-8470
dty or tomn  Bogon state MA . Zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of Dunstable, MA
street & number 511 Main Street telephone 978-649-7271

city or town Dunstable state MA .Zipocode 01827

Paperwort( Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this fomn to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service. P.O. Box 37127. Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018). Washington, DC 20503.NPS Fomn 10-900 OMB No.
1024-0018

(Rev. 10-90)
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10. GEOGRAPHIC DATA
Verbal Boundary Description
See attached assesor's map, showing ot #130, Dungable Center.

Boundary Justification

The boundary isthe legal justified location, and isthe area higorically assodated with the Town
Hall.

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographsteken by Michagl Wurm, Dungtable Historical Commission
Negatives in possession of photographer.

Exterior photostaken November 1997; interior taken April 1998.

Exterior, south falade, camerafacing north.

Exterior, south and eedt facades, camerafacing northwest
Exterior, south and west facades, camerafacing northeest
Exterior, west and north facades, camerafacing eedt
Library interior, camerafacing ees

Basament, "Grange Meeting Room”, cameara facing north
Basament meeting room, camerafacing southwest

Tower windows, camerafacing south

Tower roof interior
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

April 7, 1999

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

Nationa Pak Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Stret, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosad please find the following nomination form:

Dungable Town Hall, Dungable (Middlesex Co.), MA
The nomination hes been voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been 9gned by the
Sate Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg n
National Regiger Director '
Massachusatts Historical Commission

enclosure

cc. Michad Wurm, Chair, Dungable Historical Commission
Archer H. Davis, Chair, Board of Sdectmen
W.J. Goldthwaite, J., Chair, Planning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 «(617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090
twwtv.state. ma.  us/sec/mhc



