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1. Name________________
historic Penick House_____________________________ 

and/or common Raymond Choate" House___________________

2. Location
N/A not for publication

city, town Texhoma
N/A vicinity of

state Oklahoma code 040 county Texas code 139

3. Classification
Category Ownership

district public
X building(s) X private

structure both
site Public Acquisition
object N/A in process

N/A being considered

Status
X occupied 

unoccupied
work in progress

Accessible
yes: restricted 
yes: unrestricted
no

Present Use
agriculture
commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park 

A private residence
religious
scientific
transportation
other;

4. Owner of Property

street & number 218 North East Street

city, town Texhoma N/A vicinity of state Oklahoma

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Texas County Courthouse

street & number 319 North Main Street

city, town state Oklahoma

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title Comprehensive Survey has this property been determined eligible? yes _x_ no

date 1982 revised 1984 federal state county local

depository for survey records Preservation Office, Historical Society

city, town Oklahoma City state Oklahoma



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excellent __ deteriorated __ unaltered _*1 original site

__ ruins V* altered __ moved 
* __ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Penick house is a single story bungalow constructed of buff brick masonry 
running bond. The combination hipped and pyramid roof has asphalt shingles and metal 
ridge cresting and has two brick chimney stacks on the northern slope. A veranda with a 
blind railing of brick masonry of running bond, covers the length of the east and south 
elevtions as well as the southern half of the west elevation. Four step entrle are located 
on the east, south and west elevations, with the east serving as the main entrance. The 
west elevation is directly connected to a storm cellar by a covered stairwell. There is a 
well house eight feet from the southwest corner of the house's western elevation. The 
east elevation has paired windows on each side of the door; the same is true of the south 
elevation. The west elevation has one window, while the north elevation has three sets 
of paired windows. All paired windows are double-hung with four by one lights and plain 
slip sills. The single window is double-hung with one by one lights. The east and south 
entrances have stained glass transoms and side lights.

The exterior alterations to the house include storm doors and windows; an air 
conditioning unit on the southern elevation; and a closed off door on the western 
elevation.

The interior of the house has its original mail order pressed metal ceiling tiles. 
There are also the original transoms over all the interior doors, as well as all the original 
woodwork. Some alterations have been made to the interior.



8. Significance

Period
prehistoric
1400-1499
1500-1599
i ftnn_i AQQ

1700-1799
1 onn_iBQQ

_X_1900-

Specific dates

Areas of Significance   Check and justify below
archeology-prehistoric community planning
archeology-historic conservation
agriculture
architecture
art
commerce
communications

1912

economics
education
engineering
exploration/settlement
industry
invention

Builder/ Architect P.M.

landscape architecture
law
literature «- 
military
music 
philosophy
politics/government

(community
Williams

religion
science

_ sculpture 
social/
humanitarian 
theater
transportation

X other (specify)
Development)

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Penick house is significant becaue it is the best surviving unaltered dwelling 
in Texhoma constructed by P.M. Williams, the major contractor, and builder in the 
community during the town's greatest period of growth, 1906-1925. The Penick house 
was the first brick residence constructed in Texhoma. Brick homes were generally the 
largest houses in Texhoma, and never comprised more than 10 percent of the 
community's residences. Mr. Williams built the Penick house in 1912 and it was his first 
endeavor into residential construction and design. The Penick house is distinct from the 
surrounding houses because it is the oldest and it is the only one constructed of brick. It 
is important because it represents an era of growth and expansion in Texhoma, and the 
Panhandle in general, and also because it is best representative structure of Mr. William's 
work.

There is no record that Williams was academically trained as an architect, 
however, according to a written account of Williams' daughter, written in 1976, Williams 
did earn his living as a contractor, builder, and developer. And, between 1907 and 1920, 
the years Williams lived in Texhoma he built at least 25 houses, three schools, the 
Methodist Church, and at least ten commercial structures in Texhoma. During these 
years Williams also built stores, churches, and houses in Texas, Kansas, other towns in 
Oklahoma and in Missouri, his native state.

Texhoma never has had more than 35 brick homes. Most early homes were frame 
with clapboard siding. Later stucco was popular because it weathered well and was 
inexpensive. Brick, as construction material was reserved for commercial buildings and 
those homes considered substantial.



9. Major Bibliographical References_______

Texhoma Genealogical and Historical Society, Panhandle Pioneer. Vol. 6, 
Texhoma Oklahoma: The Times, 1976, pp. 3, 38, Mi-^7,.

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property less than one acre

Quadrangle name Texhnma North 
UT M References

Quadrangle scale I :24 t OOO
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Block 5, lots 1-8

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state A / A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
name/title Lance Weisend Supervised by Project Director Dr. Mary. Ann Anders 

organization Oklahoma Historical Preservation date 1982 revised

street & number 502 Math Sciences (O.S.U.) telephone 624-5678

city or town Still water state

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

Vlocalnational __ state

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date


