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The Worumbo Woolen Mills are located in the Town of Lisbon in the 

village of Lisbon Falls. The mills were built on the Androscoggin River 

at a place called Ten Mile Falls.

The original structure is the largest part of the mill that was built 

in 1864. This original section of the mill has the two towers with their 

very decorative roofs. An early photograph points out however, that these 

towers had flat roofs until a later date. In 1920 two buildings of con 

crete were added to complete the mill complex as it exists today. Over 

head walkways connect the three buildings making it possible to get from 

one building to the other without going out of doors. There are also 

several small wooden storage sheds as part of the complex.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Worumbo Mills, named for Worumbo, a tribal chief of the 

Anasagunticook Indians, was begun in 1864 with a capital investment of 

$250,000. It was built on land of the former Barker Estate at Ten Mile 

Falls in the Town of Lisbon.

Edward Plumper and Oliver and Gal en/Moses of Bath were the moving
v • J

spirits in this corporate venture.

Frank Gutm^nin, a native of Germany, became Agent for Worumbo in 

1865. He was skilled in woolen mill manufacture, having studied the 

process in Germany, England and Scotland. He remained with the mill 

until his death in 1918. His son, Walter Gutmann, succeeded him in the 

business.

In 1876 the Worumbo Mills won a gold medal at the Centennial Ex 

position in Philadelphia. Another gold medal was to be awarded to the 

mill at Columbia Exposition in Chicago in 1893.

In 1920 a large concrete addition to the mill was constructed which 

housed a dye house and a boiler house.

In 1956 the mill became a division of the J.P. Stevens Co. On July 

29, 1964 the announcement came that the mill would be closing. At this 

time, the mill was the largest employer in the Town of Lisbon. It was

(See Continuation Sheet)____________________________



Plummer, Francis, Sr. Lisbon: The History of a Small Maine Town.
Lewis ton, Maine: Twin City Printery, 1970.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 2 

later purchased by Mr. Robert G. Fromkin and reopened under the name of 

Lisbon Weaving Company. The mill has since changed hands again and is now 

owned by Mr. Herbert Miller of the Miller Company.

The Worumbo Mill is significant as a typical woolen mill with utili 

tarian architecture that dominated the life of so many 19th century river 

towns in New England. In the case of the Worumbo Mill, it still does 

dominate the life of so many in the village of Lisbon Falls. The mill still 

operates using much of the same technology that it did at the time of its 

founding. It stands today on the banks of the Androscoggin as a monument 

to the men who built it and the thousands who worked within its rooms.

GPO 921-724


