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The Mattey House is a structure built in 1892, representative of the Queen Anne 
architectural style of the late Victorian period. It is two stories high with a modi­ 
fied hipped roof broken by one gable. Fenestration is irregular; one side of the 
front, under the gable, is bayed. All windows are saah, one over one.. A three-foot 
wide band of scalloped shingles girds the house between the stories; the rest of the 
siding is tongue and groove. Eaves are supported by ornamental brackets. Under the 
brackets are rectangular panels. One pendil hangs over the southwest upper bay. There 
is a half-moon window in the attic on the front.

At the center front of the house, in the upper story, is an arched, open balcony, 
decorated with "gingerbread."

A large ell porch supported by columns and ornamented with spindles and ginger­ 
bread is attached to the south and east sides. The foundation is brick. An add-on 
not visible from the front of the house, and recently partly cut away, is attached 
to the north side.
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The Joseph Mattey House is a fine, well-preserved example of4ate Victorian, Queen 
Anne architecture presently being restored. Josepfe jtottey, the builder of the house, 
was a merchant in Lafayette, Oregon, in the 1880s and foilowijoi. His store sold dry 
goods and general merchandise. He paid the "highest price^tV farm produce" according 
to his advertisement in the July 29, 1887 Oregon Register.

Mr. Mattey was born July 18-, 1852 at Leominster, England. He immigrated to the 
United States in October of 1871, arriving in New York City. He was not naturalized 
until February 5, 1913.

Mr. Mattey's first marriage was to Mary Thurston on May 23, 1878. The Thurstons 
were a well-known local family. After her death, he married Margaret Boone on August 
1, 1905. Miss Boone's mother, Sarah, was a milliner in Lafayette, and Miss Boone 
herself was a school teacher for several years and, indeed, had taught Mr. Mattey's 
adopted son, George, in the Lafayette Grade School. She had been born in Illinois.

The property the house is on was acquired over a period of years in different 
purchases. The property is all in the Millican Donation Land Claim, but upon fehe 
death of Elijah and Lucinda Millican, the two halves of the DLC followed different 
routes to Mattey. Elijah Millican conveyed the West half of the DLC to Margaret 
Millican, who sold the West half to Mattey on July 18, 1884 for $6,000.00. The 
East half followed a tortuous route, including a suit to partition, until a portion was^ 
purchased by Mattey from Joel J. Hembree in 1890. A further portion of the DLC was 
purchased from the Guardinaship of the Gates minor children on November 13, 1907. The 
house itself, which is located very near the Hembree property line, was built in 1892.

Mr. Mattey died May 25, 1924. He left his widow, Margaret, then sixty-eight 
years of age. He left no surviving children, but did leave a grandson, Joseph, in 
San Francisco. Mr. Mattey left a life estate to his wife of the home and sixty acres, 
plus the income from $20,000.00. After some specific bequests, he left all the 
remainder of his estate to Dr. Barnardo's Homes, a nationally incorporated association, 
18-26 Stepany Causeway, London, an orphanage. The total inventory of the estate at 
the time of Mr. Mattey's death was $115,692.87.

The home was subsequently purchased from the estate by a local banker and early 
president of Oregon Mutual Insurance Company, E.C. Apperson, one of the executors of 
the estate. Thereafter, one of Mr. Apperson's sons pperated a dairy on the site.
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