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DESCRIPTION

Westfield's Mechanic Strest Cameary isasmadl (3.98 acres) graveyard typical of 17" and 18*-
century neighborhood burial grounds. According to a 1995 inventory, 1,127 heedstones and footstones,
representing 897 individuals, are visible today. (Ayers, Wdter, et ds. "Mechanic Strest Cemetery) Stones
range from 1683 to 1934. The mgjority are tablet heedgtones with only afew monumenta obelisks,
pedestad markers, and table stones Mechanic Street Cametery is exceptiond in having many intact
footstones; inmany cameteries of this age, footstones have been removed or relocated. The cemetery
contains a leest half a dozen H”-century sones. More than aquarter of the burids date from the 18*
century, and severd dozen markers commemorate war veteransirom the French and Indian Wars and the
American Revolution. The cametery exhibitsawiderange of carving styles, representing a continuum of
gravestone carving from the settlement period to the Industrid Revolution. The stones exeinplify the work
of more than adozen identified and anonymous 17" and 18"-century Connecticut Valley stonecutters
working with local sandgtone; 19"-century Berkshire County carvers working in the soft marbles of the
Berkshire foothills; and nineteenth-century commercid New England stonecutters turning out standardized
designsin marble, granite, and sandgstone. The variety of materids usad, illustrates changes in transgportation
methods brought about by the advent of cands and railroads, while the change in memorid symbolsfrom
winged desath's heedsto soul effigies to urn and willow motifs illustrates New Englanders attitudes toward
degth and the afterlife. Laid out with an eye to practicality rather than landscape design, the graveyard is st
up inirregular rows, punctuated by afew family plots bounded by ornate cast-iron fences.

The Mechanic Strest Cemetary is located two blocks eest of EIm Stret. The core of Westfield's
downtown businessdidtrict, EIm Street's late-19"" century stregtscape still retains much of its turn-of-the-
century character. Running north - south and parale to ElIm Stregt, Mechanic Strest is separated from Elm
by the railroad line that runs through the heart of the city. Residentiad development surrounds the cemetery.
To the west, the cemetery is bounded by properties on Mechanic Street; to the north and northeast by
properties on Eadt Bartlett Street; to the east by properties on White Street; and to the south by properties
on Cherry Street. Except for itsiron-gated entrance, the cemetary is bardly visible behind the homes around
it. The graveyard itself is st back nearly two hundred feetfi*omMechanic Strest. One entersthe cemetery
through along grassy aide that formsacorridor flanked by the abutting residentia properties a 43 and 45
Mechanic Street.

On Mechanic Stredt, the cemetery's westernmost boundary, homes are smadll to medium insize,
primarily wood-framein congtruction, 1 Ato I'A tories tal and dating primarily from the mid-19* century.
The street is densdy settled. Homes range from single-family to multifamily use severd have been
renovated to add more dwelling units.

Eat Bartlett Strest runs adong the cemetery's northern boundary and curves down aong the
cemetery's eedt Sde. Houses and house lots dong East Bartlett Strest are larger than those on Mechanic
Street. Homes in this areaare newer than those on Mechanic Strest, dating from the late 19* and early 20*
centuries. At the boundary between the cemetery and the reer property lines of Bartlett Strest houses, the
land dopes downward from the cemetery. The grade is quite Segp in some aress, with concrete retaining
walls sometimes used to hold the dope in place. The dope grows more gradud as the boundary of the .
cemetery traves south dong the rear property lines of White Streest homes By the time the boundary
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reaches Cherry Street, which borders the cemeateary to the south, the cemetery isonce again levd with the
yards of the houses surrounding it. Development density increeses near the corner of Cherry and Mechanic
Streets, with some brick commercid buildings standing a the southern comer of Cherry and Mechanic
Strests

[Note: A 1995 survey divided the cemetery into twelve blocks, labeled A through L (see copy of 1995
survey map attached). Thelocation of gravestones and landscape elements in the cemetery will be
described using the 1995 block plan.]

The graveyard shows little evidence of landscagping or design efforts on the part of its creators. In
keeping with common burid practices of 17 and 18"-century New Englanders, plotsare aranged in
irregular rows (see photo #2). Severd large deciduous trees punctuate the cemetery's boundary and shede
its plots. A mature arbor vitae in the center of block H isthe only evergreen within the cemetery's
boundaries. The cemetery hes no formal paths, athough two wide grass aides run north to south through the

. cemetery, rutted with the tracks of the hearses and maintenance vehicles that once passad through.

A cagt-iron gate, condructed in 1894, providesthe only aocess to the cemetery (sse photo #1). Its
massve gateposts and corner podts are decorated with abstract fioral motifs and symbols representing degth
and the afterlife, including hourglasses crassed with scythes, and crowns encircling crucifixes. Uprights are
capped with fleur-de-lis. The gate opans onto awide grassy aide leading into the cemetery. The graveyard
itself is surrounded by achain-link fence, ingdled to protect the cengayfi-omvanddism.

Monuments sketching the cemetery's history and commemorating Westfidd's 18"-century war
veterans flank the entrance. To the right of the entrance are two granite tablets. One, erected in 1976 by the
Generd William Shepard Chepter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, commemorates
Westfield's Revolutionary Wer veterans. A second, samdler tablet was dedicated in 1998 to Westfield
resdents who died during the French and Indian War. To the |eft of the entry, agranite dab ingaled by the
Western Hampden Historical Society in 1964 holds a plague dencting the Mechanic Strest Cemeery asthe
oldest in the city. At the timethe plaque was ingtdled, the Historical Society etimated that the cemetery
contained more than 1100 gravestones and a least 500 unmarked graves.

A broad grassy aide leedsinto the cemetary. A flagpole gdands alittle to the eest of the point &
which the aide opans up into the cemetery proper. At the beseof theflagpol eis aplague ingtdled by
Revolutionary War Genard William Shepard's descendantsin 1969, in memory of the generd.

Onesfirst impression upon entering the cemetary is of ahgphazard arangement of sones. Mot
ofthe markers face eadt to west, or west to eedt, dthough afew in the southeest quadrant face north-south.
The est-west orientation was acommon practice in 17+ arid early 18*-century buria grounds, in
accordance with abelief that the deed should face the sunrise on the Day of Judgment. The markers are not
digned in continuous rows, a might have bean done in a20* century cemetery. Some markers are clustered
in smal family plots, with afew ringed by cast iron fencing. The grouping of large family plots around a
centra monument, which became common in the mid- to late-19™ century, isvisible herein only a few
plots, like the Colond David Mosdey plot (block D; s photo # 17).

Mechanic Strest Cametary served as aburid ground fairly early in Westfield'shistory. Asearly as

(continued)
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1677, land divisonsreferred to aburia ground in this location (Dewey, History of Wedfidd, p. 27).
Situated alittle to the west of the town's first megtinghouse and fort, the burial ground stood on adightrise
overlooking a patch of land known as the "Fort Meadow," which bordered the Westfield River. A sream,
known as the "Town Brook," ran dong the bese of the rise where the burial ground wis located (see Louis
Marinus Dewey's "Historical Map of the Origina Settlement™), forming a rough boundary to the north and
eedt. The brook was eventualy channded underground; by the 1910s, it no longer shows up on mgasof the
aea,

The earliest portion of the cemetery isthe eestem half, encompassng blocks A, B, C, G, H, ad |,
which contain nearly al of the buria ground's 17 and 18*-century markers. Thee early grave markers
congg primarily of vertica tablets from twoto five feet in height. Many of the buria plots from this time
period have both heedgtones and footstones intact, with footstones often echoing in miniature the decorative
motifs of the accompanying heedsones

The cemetery's oldest donesdate fromthe late 17+ century, with gbout half adozen surviving
from this period. Except for the Abigail Sackett Noble sone (d. 1683; the oldest marker remaining in the
cemetary; se photo #3), which islocated inblock B, the surviving 17*"cantury markers are located in block
[. All of these early gonesare made of Connecticut River Valey sandgtone, and are smple in design. They
ae generdly two to three feet high, with smple arched tops and squared-off shoulders. Carving conggts of
large block letters noting the deceasad's name and date of death. No images or epitgphs are carved on these
early sones The only decorative touch on these early sonesisan incised line paraleling the edge of the
done Besides the Abigail Sackett Noble marker, sones carved in thismanner include markers for John
Root (d. 1687), Edward Griswold, (d. 1688), Elizabeth Taylor (d. 1689), Comet Thomas Dewey (d. 1690),
and Abigail Sackett (d. 1690). Markers of thistype are described in Allan Ludwig's study of New England
gravestones as typical of what Ludwig cals"Phese!" of the Connecticut Valley omamentd style. (Ludwig,
Graven Images, pp. 389-3%4)

The "Phese|" gyle of gone perasted into the 18" century; examples can be found in the Mechanic
Strest Cemetery into the 1740s Sonesfrom the early 18* century gppeer in blocks A, B, and H, as well &
block 1 Some of the early 18*-century examples, like the markers for David (d. 1718, block H) and Hannah
Ashley (d. 1722, block H) are cruddly lettered, and have no decorative outlines & all. Others, like the Sarah
Phdps stone (d. 1741/2, block A) and the triple stone dedicated to the children of Dr. Israd and Margaret
Ashley (block A; all three children died between December of 1742 and January of 1742/3) show additiond
decorative motifs. The gravestones shoulders are rounded, and contain pinwhed-shaped rosettes. Because
many similar sones have been found in the Northampton areq, it is possble that the stones may have been
mede by Northampton carvers. (Picard interviews)

These early sones mugt once have been st inrather rustic surroundings. Among the earliest town
records discussing cemetery maintenance is an order dating from the early 18* century for dearance of
brush from the site. (Dewey, Ancient Westfidd, p. 104) It isnot dear whether the order was meart to cregte
room for new burias, or whether the existing buria yard had become overgrown. In 1703, John Bancroft
was alowed use of the burying place for thirty years, on the condition that he dear one acrethat year, and
the rest within two to three years. Bancroft was to kegp swine from damaging the graveyard, and wasto
dlow men liberty to repair their fences. (Dewey, Ancient Westfidd. p. 104) It isundear whether Bancroft
was to use the burial ground as awood lot, pedture, or hay field. It isdso undear whether the fences

(continued)
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surrounded family plots or bordered fiel ds adjacent to the graveyard. In 1759, the town appropriated funds
to endasethe graveyard with afive-rail wooden fence. (Dewey, Ancient Westfidd, p. 123)

The modt intricately carved stonesin the Mechanic Stirest cemetary date from the 18* century.
While afew gonesfrom this early period are carved from gray and greenish schigt and quartzite, most are
mede of Connecticut River Vdley sanddone quarried from Longmeadow, Granby, Northampton,
Belchertown, and other communities dong the river. The range of color and texture of sandstone fi-omsoft
pinksto a series of bright and dark reds, to browns and tans, indicates that the goneswere drawn from a
number of different quarries dong the Connecticut River. These early sones display motifs symbolizing
degth and the afterlife. Scrollwork, vines, abdtract floral motifs, hourglasses, winged skulls, and soul effigies
or cherubim reflect period attitudes toward degth. The variety of motifs reflectsthe hand of anumber of
identifiable and anonymous carvers,

Symboalic carvings began to displace the smple lettered stones during the 1710s Winged skullsor
death's heeds provided grim reminders of mortality. Two of the-earliest examples of the death's head motif
ae the Nathaniel Williams stone (d. 1711, block 1), which hes peculiar bat-like wings, and the Benjamin
Maddy (ak.a Mosdey; d. 1719, block 1) stone, in which the wings are more detailed and birdlike. Smdll
gones of pinkish sandgtone lessthan two feet high, they are crowned with awinged skull in the tympanum.
L ettering on these gonesis recessad in acentra inscription pand surrounded by panels decorated with
swirls and pinwhed rosettes resembling stylized vines orflowers. These sones gppeear to have been made in
imitation of motifs popular in eestarn Massachusetts and Rhode Idand a the time (Ludwig, p. 394; Picard
interviews). The strong similarity in borders and lettering indicates that the skull stones may have been
mede by the samecarver. The yle persgsintothe 1730s Later examples include the Noah Maddy sone
(ak.a Mosdey; d. 1735, block A) and the Elizabeth Ashley gone (d. 1737, block A). Inscriptions on the
desth's-head gones are smple, and include no epitaphs.

By the late 1720sand early 1730s the plain lettering and death's heed motifswerejoined by more
positive images of the afterlife. Stones begin to exhibit awinged, sometimes crowned figure usudly
interpreted as a"soul effigy"~asymbolic representation of the soul of the deceesed ascending into heaven.
The soul effigy is often accompanied by other symbols of mortality and resurrection, such as hourglasses,
vines, flowers, and trees of life. Morethan a dozen variations on the motif occur throughout the cemetery,
representing the work of severd Connecticut Vdley sonecutters. The large number of 18*-century stones
in the Mechanic Strest cemetery not only provides examples of thework of many carvers, but dso alows
visitors to trace the devdlopment of an individua carver's style. While the following description does not
discuss every single variation of the soul effigy motif it highlights severd of notable examples.

Among the earliest soul effigies visible are those on the heedstones of Edward Taylor (d. 1729)
and his family. The Taylor sones mark the graves of Reverend Edward Taylor, Westfield's first permanent
minigter, his second wife, Ruth Wyllys Taylor (1660-1730), and his daughter-in-lawv Rhoda Dewey Taylor
(d. 1740).

The three Taylor gones gand inarow a the north end of block 1 Round-faced soul effigies with
well-defined wings and crowns symbolize the glorification of the soul in the afterlife, when the dead would
share inthe Resurrection of Christ. Fermy scrollwork borders the inscription tablet oT these stones, while

(continued)
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vines lace the bottom edge. These sones are among the earliest to contain more than a smplefactua
inscription. Reverend Taylor's marker eulogizes the minister as the "Aged Venerdble, Learned & Fious
Padtor of ye Church of Chrigt, inthis Town, who ... sarved God and his Generation Faithfully for Many
Years" On Ruth Taylor's sone is an epitaph which contains words of hope and of warning, which are
echoed by the imege of the soul effigy a the top of the gravestone.

The gravestones of Richard Fdley, S. (d. 1756) and hiswife Ann (d. 1758) were carved by the
same hand s the Taylor sones (block 1, southen end; see photo #14—Richards stone is on the right; Ann's
isin the center). The Taylor and Fdley plots indude intact footstones, which echo in miniature the motifs
on the heedgtones. Providing that the Taylor soneswere not back-dated, stones mede by the carver of the
Taylor and Fdley gones or by a sucoessor from the same workshop continued to gppeer inthe Mechanic
Stregt cemetery for more then sixty years. Severd gonesdating from the 1750sto the 1790sexhibit facial
characterigtics and ferny borders identicd to the Taylor and Falley stones. The wings and crowns of the
later gonesdiffer dightly from the earlier sones This change could indicate avariation produced by the
samecaver or could indicate a second carver from the sameworkshop. Examples of the later sonesinclude
the marker commemorating Doctor Israd Ashley (d. 1758) and his four children (block A), and three stones
for members of the Dewey family: Aaron Dewey (d. 1768, block 1), Eunice Dewey, (d. 1772, block |) and
Parez Dewey, (d. 1790, block 1). Like the Taylor and Fdley stones mogt of these examples include intact
footstones.

While the carvers who created stonesfor the Mechanic Strest cemetery  abandoned for the most
part the winged skull motif by around 1740, afew sonesfrom the mid IS" century recal the earlier death's
heed symbal. The Jonathan Weller gone (d. 1744, block 1) hes awide-eyed soul effigy with crown and
wings on the tympanum, while the beege of the sone displays awinged skull as areminder of mortality. The
Mary Bush marker (d. 1768, block 1) exhibits a soul effigy that still retains some features of the death's
head. The winged, crowned heed carved on the tympanum is distinctly skull shaped, dthough long lashes
ft-ame its eyes unlike the empty eye sockets shown on the deeth's heed sones

While mogt of the 18*-century stones have smple arched or rectangular tops, afew are cut inmore
daborate shapes like the Quartermaster John Mosdey stone (d. 1752, block A; see photo #5). Carved from
a pde pink sandgtone, the John Mosdey stone hes exuberant curves protruding & itstop and shoulders.
Hames crown around-faced cartoonish soul effigy. Birds perch on either Sde ofthe soul effigy's wings,
and wide borders of lush vines andfl owerssurround the inscription. The exuberant shgpe of this particular
gone gppearsto be drawn from English examples. (Ficard interviews) Next to Quartermaster Mosdley's
gone, hiswife Hannah's marker (d. 1763; see phaoto #5) exhibits sone from adifferent quarry and the hand
of adifferent carver. Hannah's marker is of the degp red sandgstone that predominates in the Mechanic
Strest Cemetery. Coiled vines cregp up the Sdes of the stone, leading to atympanum decorated with a
crowned soul effigy with coiled wings, rising between two rampsthat symbalize the gates of Heaven. At the
bottom of the stone, asmdl pointing hand dertsthe viewer to the smple epiteph: "Reeder Remember
Degth & Eternity."

Sevard gones datingfi-omthe mid-18* century show crowned soul effigies exhibiting coiled
wings similar to those of the Hanneh Mosdey stone. Severd  of these examples commemorate other
members ofthe Masdey family, including Consder Mosdey (d. 1755, block 1), Margaret Mosdey (d.
1762, block 1), and David Mosdey (d. 1768, block 1). The markers for Mercy Dewey (d. 1767, block I),
and Thomas Reed (d. 1767, block B) adso ssamn to be variations on the Hanneh Mosdey stone.

(continued)
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While the soul effigies described can be found throughout the Mechanic Street Cemetery, a few
carvings ssam to be unique. One example isthe marker commemorating Ensgn Mathew Noble (d. 1771,
block A; sse photo #7 left). The Mahew Noble marker is digtinguished by fat, snakelike swirlstopped by
sunburgs bordering the inscription tablet, and adimple-chinned, round-cheeked soul effigy wearing a
triangular crown. The style exhibited by the carver of the Noble sone resamblesthat used by carverswho
worked extensively in the Mansfidld and Storrs areaof Connecticut. (Picard interviews) While mogt of the
soul effigiesinthe burial yard are flat, abstract renderings of humen features. Noble's sone is one of a few
which give amore three-dimensiona rendering to the face.

Ancther sonecutter, working around the same time as the Mathew Noble carver, aso rendered his
facesinrelief raher than in two dimensons. Carved in light brown sendstone, the ones dedicated to
Reverend John Badlantine (d. 1776, block B; s photo #8), Westfield'sthird minister, and to Synthia
Ingersoll (1774-1776, block H) have athree-dimensiond quality. The soul effigy is carved inrelief with
half-closed eyes, rounded chesks, and solemn mouth. Findy detailed wings curve upward around acrowned

. head. Heavy scrollwork ddineatesthe border around the inscription.

Similar heavy scrollwork occurs on severd sonesdating fromthe 1780sand 1790s, which gpopear
to be from the workshop of aGranby areacarver. (Picard interviews) On these later onesthe carefully
worked soul effigy of the 1770s gones isfl attenedinto atwo-dimensiona caricature. However, the facial
expression, hdf-closed eyes and shgpe of the nose resemble the more detailed earlier sones. The Colone
John Maosdey stone (d. 1780, block G; see photo #9) and the Deacon Gideon Shepard stone (d. 1790, block
H) in particular ssam to beflattenedversons of the more three-dimensiond Badlantine and Ingersoll stones.
If these sones are the work of the same carver, it ssams peculiar that the Sones grew lessdetailed astime
progressed, rather than more. Perhgpsthe later sones which are mede of ared rather than a brown
sandgone, are the work of aless-skilled goprentice in the same shop, or the work of acarver froma
different workshop trying to imitate Someone e sg's designs. Or perhgpsthe differencein detail indicates a
difference in price. Unfortunately, none ofthe sonesis marked with a maker's name or initials.

The carver of the later gones incorporated other symbals aong with the soul effigy into his work.
An evergreen tree carved a the bottom of the Mercy Seckett sone (d. 1791, block C) symbolizes eternd
life. At leedt three of this carver's sones indude hourglasses, symbolic ofthe end of the decessed's dlotted
time on earth. The Lydia Lee sone (d. 1782) ad Elisha Parks sone (d. 1778) both feature hourglasses as
the primary symboal on the stone's tympanum. The Dolly Atwater gone, commemorating three femde
members of the Atwater family (Dolly Atwater and her daughter, dso named Dolly [both d. 1787] and Anna
Atwater [d. 1790]) hes hourglassesflankingthree femae figures. The Atwater sone and the Major Samud
Mather sone (d. 1789, south ed of block G; see photo #10), dso by the same carver, are unusud inthat
they atempt portraiture of the decessed. The Atwater sone showsthree femde figures a the top, two in
profile, and one facing the viewer. The Samud Maher sone sfiows amde figurein profile. None of these
figures includes the wings and crown usudly depicted with soul effigies. Theses crude carvings probably
beer little resemblance to the decessed, but the atempt to represent the deed person, rather than an aodtract
idedlized concept of the soul, is quite clear.

By the ed of the 18* century, neodasscd motifs begen to displace the soul effigies that had
dominated New England cemeteries for nearly a century. Willows and ums became popular symbols, dong
with open books, fingers gesturing upward, dagped hands, and floral motifs.

(continued)
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In the Mechanic Street cemetery, soul effigies perasted from 1790 until about 1810. The work of
one unnarned carver dominates the cemetery. Thisparticular carver wiss active in the Longmeadow aren,
and may have hed hisworkshop there. (Picard interviews) Between 1780 and 1810, he created more than
half adozen variationson the soul effigy, ranging from smpleflat carvingsto highly detailed reiefs. All
ae identifiable as the work of one carver (or & leest one shop) because of their identical facial features and
the precision with which they were carved. Dozans of stones bearing this carver's handiwork are scattered
throughout the six older sections of the cemetery. Stones from this carver tend to be taler than most of their
companions, generdly more than four feet in height. They have a heavy, geometric fed to them, with
precisaly incised borders enclosing rope moldings, beadwork, or stylized vines. Hissoul effigies have
minimal facia features, and their stylized wingsether tum upward like adragonfly's, or dant downward.
The downward-tuming wings often become o abdract that the wingsressmble capes while the soul
effigy'scrown lookslike ahat. Examples of the smplest rendition include the Azariah Modey (d. 1790,
block G) and Mercy Modey sones(d. 1799, block G; s photo #12), and the Descon Paul Whitney stone
(d. 1795, block C).

The more detailed versons of this carver's work show the soul effigy in relief with abstract
decorative patterns worked into the wings, crown, and border. The Bildad Fowler sone (d. 1809, block C;
e photo #15) is an excdlent example of the mogt detailed rendition of this carver's work. The Fowler
gone not only includes awell-carved soul effigy in relief surrounded by rope molding borders, but dso a
carving of aBible laid open to a passage from the book of Job. The variety of soul effigies which this carver
cregted does not progress chronologicallyfi-omsmpleto complex. Hat, smple carvings and detailed relief
cavings are scattered throughout the years of his activity, indicating that the levd of detail was probably
more dependent on the wedth of the client than upon the carver's increasing skill.

Ancther late carver whose work isvisible throughout the burid yard isthe carver of the Danid and
Elenor Fowler stone (Danid d. 1800, Lienor d. 1791, block G; see photo #11). Hiswork is characterized by
around-faced soul effigy with aprominent nOsg raised eyebrows and a smiling mouth, large, coiled wings
and abeaded crown. Interlocking Sshaped scrollwork borders the inscription pandl. Other examples of this
carver's work include the Ephraim Williams sone (d. 1807, block B), and the David Maosdey stone (d.
1798, block I).

While mogt of the 18"-century markers are carved of sandgtone, afew are carved in gray ad
greenish schist and quartzite. One particularly striking stone isthe work of C. Skes, acarver from a family
of sonecutters active in Connecticut and westem Massachusdts from around 1770 to 1820. The Skes
family'swork isvisible from Mansfield, Connecticut, north to New Saem, Massachusetts, and from
Leicester, Massachusetts, west to Northampton (Ludwig, pp. 412-416). Westfield's Mechanic Street
Cemdeay hes an early example in the Margaret Shepard stone, which isdated 1769 (block 1, north end; see
photo #6). The Shepard gone is carved of greenish-gray quartzite, amateria favored by the Skesfamily,
ad isinitided "C.S." a itsbasa Like the gones dedicated to Samud Mather and the Atwaters, the Shepard
gone gppearsto be carved with an intention of creating aportrait of the decessed, rather than an abstract
soul effigy. The heed hes neither wings nor crown. It dares a the viewer with dmond-shaped, exaggerated
eyes characterigtic of Skes family sones Exuberant ivy vines, flowery rosettes, and pinwheds decorate the
stone's borders and surround thefigure's heed.

Ancther gone which sands out because of differencesin both materid and carvingisthat of
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Thankful Lyman Grant (d.1770, block H). The dark gray stone is carved with around-faced soul effigy
crowned with flames. A leafy border with coils & the top surrounds the inscription. Thankful'sinitials are
carved on either dde of the soul effigy, emphasizing tha the carving represents Thankful'sascart into
heaven. The carving gppears more reminiscent of eestern Massachusattsthan Connecticut Valley carvers.

While the majority of 18*-century memorids consgst of upright tablets, the graveyard incdludes a
few 18*-century and early 19*-century table stones-massive horizontal sandstone dabs supported on short
legs. The only variation in design among the table gonesis in the legs, which are ether fluted square piers
or smple blocks with chamfered edges. The two table sonesfor Samud Taylor (1675-1709) and Margaret
Mosdey Taylor (1685-1708) are the dldest in the cemetery (block 1). Both have smple chamfered legs.
Captain John Bancroft (d. 1793, block B) and hiswife Marcy (d. 1779) share atable sonewhich hesfallen
off its legs and now dts directly on the ground, the legs stacked nearby. In block G, atable sone
commemorates Noah Atwater (d. 1802; see photo #15), Westfield's fourth minister, and his wives Rachd
(d. 1787) and Anna(d. 1824). Atwater's doneis intact, resting on fluted square piers. The Atwater
monument isnearly identical to one commemorating members of the Fowler family who died between 1784
and 1803. Becausethe inscriptions on these sones are carved on horizontal surfaces which are more
exposad to the weether than the upright dab markers, the table sones have suffered the most from spalling
and erosion.

With the turn of the 19* century, the markers in the Mechanic Strest Cemetery changed in both
dyle and material. Sandgtone was gradudly displaced by marble as quarries opened in the Berkshires and
cands and railroads transported the stone throughout New England. While loca sandstone continued to be
usd for afew decades, Berkshire marble eventualy became the predominant material, adding white and
gray to the cemetery's color paette of reds, pinks, and browns. The soul effigy became old-fashioned,
replaced by classca motifs like weeping willows and urns, providing more romanticized and abstract
symboals of death. Vine and scrollwork borders become simpler, often reduced to meddlions or rays
surrounding the deceasad's name The new symbols dso became more uniform, making it harder to
distinguish between the work of one carver and ancther.

Prone to erosion, the soft marble carvings have logt their crigoness of detail over the years the
edges of willows and ums becoming blurred, and letters fading with time. Some of the best preserved
examples of thewillow and urn motifs are on sandgone markers, which have retained their details over
nearly two centuries. Some especidly fine examples are the sonesof Colond James (d. 1803) and Maryann
Taylor (d. 1814; both in the north end of block H). Jamnes Taylor's sone hes afinely detailed willow ad
urn motif on its curved tympanum, while Maryann's sone indudes acrisply carved rope border at thetop
and adecorative border of acontinuous row of X's dong its sdes.

The red sandgtone Danidl Foote marker (d. 1815, block B) retains itsfinely carved willow and urn
mofif with the um shown perched aop a gonewall andflankedby sunbursts a the marker's shoulders.
Danid's footstone echoesthe motifs of the heedgone, with afinely detailed urn shown sitting on-top of a
brick wall.

The Josgph Mix marker (d. 1833, block K; see photo #19 right) isyet another well-carved .
sandgonetablet. Mix's heedgtone displays awillow and urn shaded by a column-supported arch. The
inscription isendaosed in amedallion, with aborder of laurd leaves running acrossthe bottom of the stone.

(continued)
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While, like the carvers of 18*-century soul effigies, mogt of the willow-and-urn carvers remain
anonymous, afew of the marble sonesindude makers marks. The Lydia King marker (d. 1809, block B),
arectangular marble sone, displays alarge willow and urn. Itsinscription is surrounded by a medalion
perched aop abranching tree, symbolic of the tree of life. An inscription at the bese gives the maker's name
& "SS Baterson" of Connecticut. Ancther S S Batterson sone isthat of Gad Pdmer (d. 1824, block D),
which displays the samewillow-and-urn, medallion, and foliate motifs as the Lydia King Stone.

A simple sone marking the grave of Eliza Bishop (d. 1839, block K; see photo #19 left) is
inscribed with the name of sone carver "T. Adams, Hartford." Thisplain rectangular marble stone hes no
carvings other than the name of the decessad and abrief biography.

Severd gones dating from the 1830s are marked with the name of Eagt Granby, Connecticut
cave "G. Viets." All of them are marble most incorporate the willow-and-um motif Most of Vietss
gones include severd words carved in Old English-style lettering. Viets gones include those for: Captain
Solomon Phelps(d. 1835, block L), Albert C. Sacket (d. 1836), William Sackett (d. 1836), Philendy Sackett
(d. 1837), and William C. Sackett (d. 1838; all the Sackett donesare located inblock J; see photo #20).

As neodassicd motifs displaced the soul effigies and marble displaced sandstone, the Mechanic
Strest burid yard experienced other changes as well. Soaocefor new burids became limited during the early
19* century. In the 1820s town officials discussed either creating a new cemetery or expanding the old one.
A committee was formed in 1823 to find a dte for anew graveyard. The committee decided insteed to
enlarge the existing cemetery. (Dewey, Ancient Westfidd, p. 160) In 1827, the town acquired the William
Phillips property, along strip of land dong the cemetery's western border, nearly doubling the sze of the
old burying ground, and extending itslife by severd decades. The acre-and-a-hdf parcd was divided into
over ahundred new lots, which were marked with stone comer posts, and sold & a price of from $1.05 to
$2.30 per lot. (Lockwood, Vol. II, pp. 265.-266). Thisaddition is quite evident when one waksthrough the
cemetery; while the mgjority of the sones on the eastem half of the buria ground are sandstone, most of
those in the newer western portion (blocks D, E, F, J, K, and L) are white or gray marble. Some of the sone
comer pods (or their remains) delineating lot boundaries are till visible today.

With the opening of Mechanic Stregt for development in 1834, the entrance to the cemetery was
relocated from the south end to its present location & the west Side of the cemetery. A receiving tomb, once
located a the southesstern corner of the cemetery, hes sSince bean removed. (Rutzen, Mary S, and Sathory,
Bvel., "Historic Parksand Sites" in Janes pp. 247-253)

The mid-19* century marked a changein American popular attitudes toward burial grounds.
Americans became captivated by romantic ideds of picturesgue landscaping that promoted avision of
designed nature that was tamed but not regimented. Thesetwo concems came together when Mount Auburn
Ceametery opened in Cambridge in 1831. While old "burying grounds' like the Mechanic Stret Cemetery
were smply pragmatic arangements of heedstoneswith little or no thought to design, the new "cemetery”
was adesigned landscape. Marked by rambling paths and picturesque vistas. Mount Auburn doubled esa
public park, providing apeaceful oasisfrom city life, where visitors could remember their loved ones and
contemplate their own mortdity inan idyllic setting. Situated on the outskirts of the city on ahuge parcd of
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land, the new cemetery dso solved the problem of overcrowding in the city's old graveyards. The desirefor
"rural cemeteries’ modded on Mount Auburn swept the country during the 1830s and 1840s  In some
communities, the rura cemetery movement inspired town officials to rework existing burial grounds. In
other towns, officials built new cameteries according to the new fashion's picturesgue ideds.

In Westfield, the rurd cemetery movement found expression in the cregtion ofthe Fine Hill
cemetery in 1842. In the Mechanic Strest Cemetary, there was no room for creating sivegping paths,
romantic vistas, or shedy groves. Burids continued much as they hed in the padt, with gravestones arranged
dong irregular rows. However, there were afew atempts to incorporate Victorian demeants into new burial
plots, dbeit on amodest scae Severd family plots were surrounded with cagt-iron fencing in Gothic
Reviva and neodassca motifs. Locd resdents suggest that Westfield'sH.B. Smith Company may have
manufactured some of these fences. Founded in 1853, H. B. Smith manufactured cast-iron fencing "for
veranda and cemetery work™ (Dewey, "Authentic History of Westfield") before specidizing inradiators,
boilers, and other heating equipment, However, makers marks are not readily gpparent. Fencing of thistype
was being manufactured and shipped by rail to New England from many places during the mid-19th
century. Fencing mede by manufacturers as dose as Robearts of Boston and as distant as Slewards of Ohio
hes been found in Westem Massachusetts cemeteries (Picard interview) In the absance of makers marks, it
is not yet possible to determine whether any of the fencing a Mechanic Street was locally manufactured.

Family plotsendosed by iron fencing include the Mix family plot inblock K (sse photo #19), the
Jamesand Fluma B. Allen plot inblock L, the Arnold/Grover plot inblock L, the Lewisplot inblock G,
and the Archippas Morganplot inblock L (see photo #16). Unfortunately, much ofthe cagt-iron fencing hes
been badly dameged by weathering and vanddism. Many of the fencesliein sections around family plots,
making it difficult to locate manufacturers marks. The Archippas Morgan plot isthe only one whose
fencing shows dmost no damage It sports Gothic arches, torch-likef i ni al s,fleur-de-lismotifs, and an
ornate bronze doorknob. In the center of the plot Sts a squat sandgone pedestd monument dedicated to
Archippas Morgan (1772-1857) and hisfainily. Morgan's family plot dso indudes severd smdl marble
dab monuments commemorating Morgan family members

The Morgan family plot reflects some of the changesinburia customs occurring in Victorian
cemeeries The concept of creating afamily plot with aunified desgn integrated through the use of
fencing, curbing, and/or amassive centra monument displaced the haphazard placemeant of heedstones and
footstones of the previous century. Prasperous families began to purchase monumenta obdisks and
pedestds of marble, ssndstone, and granite. The centrd monument, which might be engraved with severd
family members namesor smply with the family surame, would often be erected in the canter of a family
plot and then surrounded with smdler markers, usudly in amatching sone, commemorating individual
family members. While, by the mid-19* century, limited goecewas available & Mechanic Strest for such
picturesque layouts, the Colond David Mosdey (1798-1871, block D; sz photo #17) family plot isone
well-preserved example of this custom. The sandgtone obdisk a the center of the plot sandson aheavy
pedesta carved with araised shield bearing the namesand vital information of Mosdey family members,
Neer the top of the obelisk isashesf of grain and asickle, harvest symbols representing souls gathered into
heaven after the fulfillment of their seeson on earth. The obelisk is surrounded by half adozen smal sones
of matching sandstone, commemorating individual members of the Mosdey family.

While the Mosdey monument isthe mogt prominent obelisk in the cemetery, the graveyard
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indudes sevad 19"-century obelisks of a more modest scale, mogt congtructed of white marble. All are
located in the newer sections of the cemetery. Block K indludes marble obdisks dedicated to G. and G. H.
Mosdey (undated), and members of the Ivesfamily (circa 1840-1866). Inblock L, asmall white marble
obelisk with a sandgtone bese commemorates the Bull family. Block G indudes a soquat white marble
obelisk dedicated to the Fowler family. William A. Bull, J. (1841-1862) is memoridized by a marble
obelisk on asandgone base located inblock E. The 1856 John Stiles obelisk in block Jisone of the talest
obdisks. The newest obelisk, which retains the shape, if nat the proportions or materias of its companions,
is one commemorating Revered Ephraim Scott (1801-1882), located inblock E. Made of polished granite,
Scott's monument is squat and boxy rather than thin and tapering.

Hat-topped or pyramid-capped pedestad soneswere dso popular among Victorians wanting a
more eaborate memoria than the common dab marker. While the massive Archippas Morgan monument is

the largest of thiskind in the cemetery, smdler pedestd monuments include the John Mather gone(d. 1847,
block G), which, like the Morgan sone, is carved of reddish-brown sandstone; a granite pedestd stone
dedicated to H. Dewey (block K); and marble pedestad stones-dedicated to S and R. Harrison (block H) and
James Allen (block L).

Town expenditures toward maintenance and improvement ofthe Mechanic Stret Cemetery are
difficult to track. Annud reports during the late ninateenth and early twentieth centuries usualy lump
cemetery expenditures under "'Contingent Expenses” In reports which list no separate cemetery
maintenance cods, the expense may smply have bean incorporated into an overdl charge for labor.

In 1871, $600 wes gppropriated for fencing the old burial ground. The 1872 annud report
indicates thet the firm of Towne and Dickinson wes paid $504.89 for putting up anew fence, and the old
wooden fence was sold for twenty dollars. Unfortunately, neither fence nor monuments were included in an
1875 hird's-eye drawing of Westfield, whjch merdy showsan open wooded lot & the Mechanic Stregt site.

As the 19* century progressed, the number of burids in the Mechanic Sret Cemetery decressed.
The new rurd cemeey a Fine Hill becamethe more desirable burid ground. Some families even rd ocated
their deed from Mechanic Stregt to Fine Hill. In the late 1870s the Mechanic Strest Cemetery wiss still
well-maintained, according to LouisEverts Hidoiy ofthe Connecticut Vdley in Massachusetts which
describes the cemetery as being in a"date of excdlent repair,” dthough infrequently used (p. 950). It is
undear whether Everts comment was written before or after an 1878 flood in which Mechanic, EIm,
Meadow, and Bartlett Streets suffered someof the worst damege in town. The Mechanic Strest Cemetery
may have been affected; however, town reports do not describe any damage

Within five yearsof the publication of Everts book; things hed changed dragtically. Although
burids were till taking place when Josgph Bartlett wrote aseriesof articles for the Westfield Massachusatts
Timesand NewsHetter in 1835 and 1886, he described the cemetery as neglected and sddom visited
(Bartlett, p. 4). Bartlett dso noted that anumber of sones hed been damiaged or stolen.

In 1894, the town oent $358.65 to build anew iron gete a the entrance to the cemetery. (Annual
Reports, 1894, p. 74; s photo #1) Unfortunately, the report doesnat list the name of the manufacturer.
(continued)
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By the beginning ofthe 20" century, not even one burid ayear took place & Mechanic Stret. The
cemetery underwent a magjor sprucing-up in 1904. Routine maintenance expeanses before then hed usudly
dayed well under ahundred dollars ayear. In 1904, the town goent $266.50 on labor a the old cemetery,
including $9.50 paid to Danid Leonard for repairing heedgones (Westfield Annua Town Reports, 1904, p.
26)

In 1934, Mary Noble Fox becamethe last person interred & Mechanic Street. That sameyesr, a
Restoration Committee removed moss from some stones, repaired others, and added achain link fence.
(Rutzen and Sathory, p. 247-253)

Vanddism and weether have teken their toll on the Mechanic Strest Cemetery. A number of Sones
ae broken, and severd that were listed on 1915 and 1939 inventories can no longer be found. The faces of
some of the sandgstone markers have spaled, while carvings on some of the marble sones have eroded to
the point that names dates, and epitaphs are nearly illegible. Cagt-iron fencing around many family plotsis
broken and rusted.

In spite of the damage which hes occurred over the years, however, the Mechanic Stret Cemetery
contains aremarkable number of well-preserved monuments dating fi'om Westfield's settlement period
through the early 20* century. The graveyard still provides an excdlent example of awide range of 18* and
19" century stone carving techniques and funerary art.

Archaeol ogical Description

Historica resources and archaeologicd Ste inventories indicate the Westfield Cametery is located in an
aeatha was extensvely usd by Native Americans a the time of European settlement and during more
ancient periods. Native American cultural resources have not been identified on the cemetery property,
however, Stes may be present. Fourteen ancient Native Stes are recorded in the generd area(within one
mile) dong the margins of the Westfield River, itsfloodplain and tributaries including the Little River,
Great Brook and Powdermill Brook. Environmenta characterigtics of the cematay and the immediate
surrounding area d o represant severd locationd criteria(dope, soil drainage, distance to wetlands) that
ae favorable indicators for many types of ancient Native American sites. The cemetery occupies awell
drained, level to moderatdly doping rise originally bordered by Town Brook, now channded beneeth the
ground. Town Brook isatributary of the Westfield River. Given the aove information and impacts
associated with excavation of a leest 897 known graves on the 398 acre parcd, amodarate potential exists
for locating ancient Native American resources on the property. Buria excavations have adversdly affected
the integrity of any ancient resources located on the cemetary property.

A high potentiad exigts for locating historic archaeologica resources on the cemetery property. Unmarked
graves are probably the most common potentia archaeologica resource in the cemetery. In ca 1964, the
Westfield Historical society estimated thet the cemetery contained more than 1100 gravestones and a leest
500 unmarked graves. While that number gopears high, four centuries of use as aburid ground hes likely
resulted in anumber of unmarked burias. Earlier burids and graves from paupers and other indigent
persons may have lacked markers or been mede from materids that have snce deteriorated from the.
dements. Gravestones may have dso bean removed, moved or overgrown, lying benegth the present
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surface. Unmarked graves may aso extend beyond the current cemetery boundary. A fence did not mark
the cemetery until 1759, nearly 100 years after the buria ground was founded. The wooden fence that
endosad the graveyard may have exduded burias that were unmarked and unknown a that time.
Unmarked burids may include stratigraphic evidence of the buria shaft, coffin and persond items
associated with the individual interred including clothing and jewelry. Earlier unmarked burias may be
more common in the eestem portion of the cemetery where the earliest known graves are located.
Archaeologica evidence of gtructures originaly located in the cemetery may dso survive. Structura
evidence from areceiving tomb, now removed, may exist in the southeestern corner of the cemetery.
Structural evidence of outbuildings assodiated with cemetery maintenance may aso exist. Artifacts
associated with memoria services a individua and groups of graves may dso survive in the cemetery.

(end)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Westfield's Mechanic Street Cametery is locally significant as an example of a burial ground from
Westfield'searly stttlement period. It megtsNationa Regiger criterion A because of its association with
Westfield's pioneering families. Aninventory of the Mechanic Sireet Cemetery's gravestones provides a
"Who'ssWho" of Westfield religious, military, and civic leeders including seventeenth-century  poet
Reverend Edward Taylor and Revolutionary War Generds William Shepard and Warham Parks The
information which can be gathered about the daily lives and attitudes of Westfield'searly residents from the
monuments and their epitgphs gives the cemetery significance in the area of Socid History. The wide range
of religious iconography displayed in the cemetery's 18"-century markers provides indght into the beliefs
of Westfield's Puritan founders, thus giving the cemetery significance inthe areaof Religion. The
cemetery's large number of fine examples of the work of both named and anonymous 17+, 18"\ and 19"-
century stonecutters satisfies Criterion C inthe areaof Art. Because the cemetary derives its significance
from its role in reflecting Westfield's community history, from its connection with significant personsand
families in Westfield history, and from the digtinctive design features of its monuments it fulfills Criteria
Condderation D. Although it hes suffered some damege from vandaism and environmentd forces, the
camdery remans remarkably intact, retaining integrity of location, design, setting, materias, workmanship,
and asociation.

When Englishman William Pynchon traveled westfi-omRoxbury in 1636 to establish a settlement
dong the Connecticut River, one of his gods wes to esablish afur trade with the natives ofthe area The
region known as Woronoco (meaning, according to some sources”it isfat hunting” [Dewey, Ancient
Wedtfidd, p. 2]) quickly attracted Pynchon's attention. Nestled between the Westfield (then known as the
Agawam) and Little Rivers and surrounded by mountains, Woronoco (which later became Westfield) was a
rich source of hides and fish. Woronoco soon became the westernmost outpost of the Massachusetts colony.
While the earliest wdl-documented European settlement of the areatook place around 1658, evidence
indicates that there were trading outpogts in Woronoco as early as the 1640s. (Everts, p. 939, Dewey
Ancient Westfield, p. 4)

The local tribes, the Woronocos and Pochassics membasof the Algonquin nation, sold furs and
fishto early European traders. Sdmon and shad were ebundant in the Westfield and Little Rivers, while
Woronoco's forests abounded with fur-bearing game such as beaver. Woronoco's natives burned
underbrush and woods to dear land for cultivation of corn, beans, pumpkins, and squeeh in the light loamy
0ils now covered by Westfield'scommercid center. (Lockwood, Vol. |, p. 36) Thefloodplainsad
ecapmeants = in thejuncture of the Westfleld and Little Rivers formed some of Westfield's best
agricultural land. (Heyl & Hamberg, p. 2)

Settlers from both the Massachusatts and Connecticut colonies bargained with the natives for the
land bounded by the Westfield and Little Rivers. After someinitial wrangling between the two colonies,
Woronoco was dedared a part of the Massachusdtts colony's Springfield settlement in 1647. (Lockwood,
Vol. 1, p. 51-52)

In the 16505 Springfield'slocd authorities began parcdling out land in Woronoco. By 1669, a
delegation from Woronoco hed traveled to Springfield to petitionfor the right to meke Woronoco into a

(continued)
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Sparae toyvnship, and to determine the boundaries between the two settlements. In May of that yeer,
Westfield was incorporated, receiving its neme baecause the new town was the westernmogt settlement inthe
Massachusetts colony. As English settlers pushed the boundary of the Massachusetts colony westward,
Westfield became a key point on the Bogton Pogt Road, which sretched from Baoston west to Albany, New
York.

Early devdopment in Westfield was concentrated neer the confluence of the Westfield and Little
Rivers. Settlers cultivated the fertile topsoil in the broad meadowlands immediately adjacent to thetwo
rivers. WhileWestfield's first resdents hed dso goreed out on the north sde of the Westfield River, the
heart of the new community focused on the house lots parcded out dong what is now Main Street.
Throughout the 17¢ and early 18" century, the settlement contracted or expanded, depending on the temper
of rdations with Woronoco's native peoples.

The ste now known as the Mechanic Strest Cemelery sarved as aburia ground fairly early inthe
new community's history. Asearly ss 1677, land divisons refer to aburial ground inthat locati-on. Situated
alittle to the wegt of thetown's first megtinghouse and fort, the burial ground stood on adight rise
overlooking apatch of land known as the "Fort Meadow,” which bordered the Westfield River. A gream,
known &s the "Town Brook," ran dong the bese of the rise where the buria ground was located, forming a
rough boundary to the north and eest.

The Mechanic Strest Cametery isclosaly tied with the familiesof Westfield'searliest settlers.
Among the first Westfield families whaose membarsare interred & Mechanic Street are Ashley, Atwater,
Bancroft, Bush. Clapp, Clark, Curtiss, Day, Dewey, Fowler, Gunn, Hagtings, Holcomb, Hull, Ingersoll.
Kelogg, King, Lee, Loomis, Mosdey (ak.a Maddy), Noble, Pesss, Phdps, Pomeroy, Root, Sackett,
Shepard, Smith, Siebbins, Taylor, Weller, Whitney, Williams, and Wright. (Everts, pp. 940-941) The
Dewey family ismogt prominent, represented by a leest fifty-eight individuas. Fowlers, Sacketts
Mosdeys, and Nobles ae the next most numerous, with between thirty and fifty individualsfrom esch of
these families buried & Mechanic Street. The Ashley family isdso wel-represented & Mechanic Street,
with a leegt twenty-two burids. (Nationa Y outh Adminigtration, "A List of Gravestones...")

The Mechanic Street burid ground's oldest surviving gravestone dates from 1683. Dedicated to
Abigail Sackett Noble (d. 1683, block B; sse photo # 3), it not only tegtifies to the presence of two of
Westfield's founding families, but a0 to the hazards of childbearing during this period. Abigail died at the
age of twenty, shortly after giving birth to her first child. (Bartlett, p. 4)

Burids a Mechanic Strest include leedersin Westfield's civic, military, medica, religious, and
educationd gpoheres Whileit is beyond the scope of this nomination to sketch the biographies of all the
Westfield noteworthies interred & Mechanic Street, profiles of asdected few will illustrate how well the
cemeeay reflects the lives of awide range of Westfield resdents.

Cornet Thomas Dewey (d. 1690) and his brothers, Josiah, Jedediah, and |srad were among
Westfield'searliest stlers. Their father, Thomas Dewey (d. 1648), hed immigrated to America from
England around 1633 because of his dissenting rdigious beliefs. Although Thomas Dewey the emigrant is
buried in Connecticut, he is commemorated on the Dewey family monument located inblock G. In 1667
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and 1668,.the Dewey brothers received severd land grants in Woronoco. The Dewey brothers were
prominent in the early settlement's government, with Josieh and Thomes both serving es sdectmen,
Jedediah serving a8 sdectman and congtable, and Jodah sarving as seder of weights and meeaures (Everts,
pp. 944-945). While severd dozen Dewey descendants ae memoridized with gravestonesin the Mechanic
Stret Cemetery, Thomias gopearsto be the only one of the origina four brothers whose gravestone
aurvives. His ample sandstone marker is located near the center of block |, near those of hiswife. Congtant
(d. 1702), ad his son, Thomas, . (d. 1690).

In 1671, Comet Thomas Dewey summoned Edward Taylor (d. 1729), a Harvard-trained minigter,
to become Westfield's first permanent minister, following a series of temporary ministers who had led the
congregation. Like Dewey, Taylor isburied & the Mechanic Strest Cametery.

Edward Taylor was avita forcein Westfidd's rdigious life for nearly sixty years. An English-
bom and Harvard-educated scholar, Taylor was 0 aphysician and apoet. Taylor's literary tdents were
not recognized until his poetry wes discovered in 1937, inacollection of his pgpersd the Yde library. He
hes since been recognized as one of Americals finest seventeenth-century poets Many pesseges from
Taylor's work are cited by Allan Ludwig in his sudy of New England gravestone carvers (Graven Images)
& representative of Puritan attitudes toward desth and the afterlife.

During Taylor's lifetime, the gravestones lining the Mechanic Strest Cemetery's grassy aides
would have been carved with plain block lettering or with winged degth's heeds like those found on the
Nathaniel Williams (d. 1711, block I; s photo #4) and Benjamin Maddy (ak.a. Mosdey; d. 1719, block
1) gones Taylor, however, like the upcoming generafion of gravestone carvers, saw degth &s atransition to
ajoyous afterlife. His own gravestone (block H) depicted, not agrim winged skull, but around-faced soul
ascending on bird-like wings to heaven. The soul effigies on Taylor's grave and that of his second wife,
Ruth, and his daughter-in-law Rhoda, exemplify Taylor's more positive view of the afterlife. Ruth Taylor's
gravestone, which indludes one of the Mechanic Strest Cemetery's earliet epitaphs, echoes her husband's
faith inahgppy afterlife: "Hope humbly then with trembling Finions soar. Wait the Great Teacher Desth &
God edore

In 1676, when King Philip's War threstened Springfield's outlying settlements. Reverend Taylor
was one of saverd Westfield resdentswho protested the governor's order to abandon the western
stlement and rdocate its resdentsto Springfield'smain plantation on the Connecticut River. A letter of
protest was composed by Taylor and Sgned by Westfield pioneers Issec Phdps (d. 1725), David Ashley (d.
1718), and Josiah Dewey on behdf of thetown. (Pheps and Ashley ae dso buried a Mechanic Street
Cemetery.) The order was rescinded. While conflict with the natives threaetened, settlement in Westfield
remained confined to arough triangle extending west from'thej unction of the Westfield and Little Rivers.
Asthe 17* century drew to aclose, however, sattlement goreed Qutfi“omthis focus.

During the late 17+ century, Westfield was primarily an agricultural community, produc-ing crops
and livestock for its resdents own use as well & producing cattle which were driven esst for the Boston
markets Some small manufacturing was begun during this period, usng Woronoco's natural resources to
produce turpentine, bricks, and iron. (Heyl & Hamberg, p. 6)
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While Westfield residents had been holding religious services ancethe 16605 and itsfirst
mestinghouse was congructed shortly after Taylor's arrival (neer the confluence of the Westfield and Little
Rivers), the town's Congregational Church was not formally established until 1679, after the disturbances
from King Philip's War hed quieted down. (Wallace, Ella G. "The Churches of Westfield," in Janes, pp. 37-
39)

From its establishment, the Mechanic Street Cemetery was atown graveyard rather than achurch
burid yard. Civil authorities ordered and regulated maintenance, a common practice in early New England
towns. Among the earliest town records discussing cemetlery maintenance is an order dating from tum of the
18* century for dearance of bmsh fromthe site. (Dewey, Ancient Westfidd, p. 104) It isnot dear whether
the order was meant to cregte room for new burids, or whether the exigting buria yard had become
overgrown. In 1703, John Bancroft was alowed use of the burying place for thirty years, on the condition
that he dlear one acrethat year, and the rest within two to three years. Bancroft was to kegp swinefrom

. damaging the graveyard, and was to dlow men liberty to repair their fences. (Dewey, Ancient Westfied. p.
104) How Bancroft planned to use the land was not specified

Grave-digging, as well s maintenance, was done by town order. In 1710, John Lee || wes hired to
dig gravesfor aprice of three shillings, to be paid by the town. Sdectmen gpparently dso provided some
fundstoward paying funera expenses (Dewey, Ancient Wedtfidd, p. 104)

Among some of the mogt significant 18" and early 19"-cantUry burids are those of Westfield's
first four ministers. Nehemiah Bull (1726-1740), who sarved as a missonary to the Housatonic Indians, wes
minister when the town's sscond meetinghouse was congructed in 1721, neer the corner of Main ad
Meadow Street. Westfield's third minigter, John Balantine (d. 1776, block B), is commemorated with a
finely sculptured stone bearing asoul effigy in high relief with detailed facial festures, wings and crown.
Westfield's fourth minister, Noah Atwater (1751-1802), is commemorated with awell-preserved table sone
(block G; s photo #15). A number of deeconsare dso remembeared with markers in the Mechanic Stret
Ceameery.

Mechanic Street Cemetery commemorates Westfield's military history as well &s itsreligious
history. Severd Westfield men served in upgate New Y ork during the French and Indian Wars. Cgptain
Jonathan ingersoll (d. 1753, block 1) and Dr. Israd Ashley (1710-1758, block A) both died whileinthe
sarvice and were buried a Mechanic Street. Ingersoll wes killed in ection & Lake George, while Ashley
died in performance of hismedica duties.

A Ydeeducated physician, lsrad Ashley sarved inanumber of town offices before leaving
Westfield for New Y ork. However, Ashley's medica skills gpered neither his children nor himsdlf from
early desths. Ashley's own gravestone ligts four children who died ininfancy, while atriple sone next toit
memoridizes three children, all under the age of six, who died betwean December 1741 and January
1741/2. Appointed Chief Surgeon under Colond William Williams, Ashley himsdlf died of samaHpox at
Stillwater, Saratoga County, New Y ork, a the age of forty-eight. One of Margaret and Isradl's surviving
ns dso named Igrad (d. 1814), followed in his father's footsteps and practiced medicine in Westfield and
surrounding communities. Isad Adhley Il isaso buried & Mechanic Street.
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Captain John Bancroft (1722-1793), who is memoariadized with atable sone (block B), was
another Westfield man who distinguished himsdf during the French and Indian Wars. However, during the
American Revolution, Bancroft was sugpected of collaborating with the British, and was placed under house
arest. Later, it wes discovered that he had been sdlling secretsto the British.

A number of Westfield men played significant roles inthe American Revolution. Gravestones in
the Mechanic Strest Cametery commemorate the town's representatives to the Provincid Congressat
Cambridge, John Mosdley (1725-1780, block G; see photo #9) and Elisha Parks (1724-1778, block H), &5
well as membersof the town's Committee of Correspondence and Sefety, like Bohan King (d. 1823, block
C), ahatter who dso sarved as condable and sdectman. Revolutionary veterans are well-represented in the
Mechanic Street Cametery, with severd dozen war veterans buried there, including one of Westfield's mogt
famous sons. Genard William Shepard (1736-1817; s photo #18).

Enligting a the age of seventeen, Shepard began his military career inthe French and Indian War.
Retuming to his Westfield farm after the war, he married and bacame involved in town government, serving
& asdectman and militia captain. With the outbresk of the Revolutionary War, Shepard, dong with
Captain Warham Parks (1752-1801; later Genard Parks), Adjutant Russd Dewey (1754-1827), and dozens
of other Westfield menjoined the Continental Army. Like Shepard, Parksand Dewey are d<0 buried a the
Mechanic Street Cemetery. Dewey's diary records his participation in severd Revolutionary battles.

During the Revolution, William Shepard participated in twenty-two battles, eventualy serving ssa
generd under Lafayette and Washington. During Danid Shays Rebelion, Generd Shepard was called into
sarvice again, successfully repelling the rebels atack on the Springfield Arsend in 1786. In his later years,
Shepard wiass gppointed by the federad govemment to negotiate tresties with the Penobsoot Indians and the
Six Nations. (Lockwood, Voal. II, p. 38) Shepad is commemorated inthe Mechanic Strest Camatery with a
white marble tablet crowned with an um-and-willow motif (block G) and carved with an appropriately
patriotic epitaph: "He fought the battles of our Country, Aided in the councils of our Nation & Exemplified
the character of the Chrigtian. The righteous shdl be in Everlasting remembrance™ Although hardly the
"plain dab" scomed by Bartlett inhis 1835 account of "The Old Cemetery,” neither isthe Sonethe
grandiose monument one might expect. (Bartlett, column #12)

Another Revolutionary-era Westfidd resdent memoridized in the Mechanic Street Cameay is
Richard Faley, X. (1740-1808, block |; s photo # 14). According to family ories, Faley's father,
Richard S. (d. 1756, block 1) wes shanghdied as aboy and sold in Bogton. Falley worked off his indenture,
married Anna Lamb (d. 1758, block 1), and settled in Westfield. The younger Richard Falley's life gppears
to have been equdly colorful. He learned blacksmithing, and served in the French and Indian War a Fort
William Henry when only seventeen years old. Taken prisoner by the Indians, he was ransomed and
returned home. Although that would have been enough adventure for one lifetime for mogt people, Felley
st up agun manufactory & the foot of Mount Tekoa. During the Revolution, he not only provided ams to
the Continental Army, but served himsdlf, in the company of Ceptain Warham Parks Faley fought a
Bunker Hill before illness forced him to return home, where he continued supplying the Revolutionaries
with ams.

Faley and his parents are commemoraied with merkers & Mechanic Street. The three gravestones
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reflect changing fashions infunerary motifs from the mid-18" to the early 19" century. Both Anna and
Richard S. have ssndsone markers topped with round-faced soul effigies, symbolic of the soul rising
upward to heaven. Their epitgphs remind the visitor of mortdity and the afterlife. Richard J.'s heedgoneis
of the soft Berkshire marble that became easily obtainable and fashionable in the 19* century. Topped with
an urn carved inrelief Richard's done bearsasecular tributeto Richard's patriotism.

During the 18" century, Mechanic Strest Cameteary epitagphs reflected varying attitudestoward
desth. Many pointed to the grim inevitability of the grave. A popular reminder of mortality was the short
verse "Degth isaddat to Nature due /which | have paid & o mugt you," which occurs on severd graves,
including those of JoannaNoble (d. 1763, block A; sse photo # 7), and Thomas Resd (d. 1767, block B).
This varse pardds into the 19* century. Others, like the gravestone of Danid Mosdly (d. 1777, block H),
remind reeders of physica decay: "Undemeeth this gone lies mouldering to dugt the once amiable and Very
Dedrable Man Mr. Danid Mosdly."

Following Edward Taylor's more optimistic gpproach, other inscriptions concentrated on hopes for
sdvation in the next world. Severd, like Samud Mather's sone (d. 1789, south end block G; s photo #
10), point to Christ as humanity's hope for salvation, with the inscription "Life's uncertain. Degth is sure,
/Sin the wound, and Christ the cure” Others, like the Elisha Parks sone (d. 1778, block H), remind reeders
that earthly virtue isno shield againg desth, and combine wamings of mortality with hopesfor salvation
through Christ: "The grest the good, the wise, the just/ Mug al in time be turn'd to dust/ Then learn to quit
terrestrid ties/ That you may oar above the skies & There enjoy the blissful favour of Jesus Christ our
Lord & Saviour./ Hdt, pessanga—obsave The contents, regard the date and promise not on to-morrow."

While reminders of degth and decay remained prominent themesas the 18* century closed, an
increasing number of epitaphs bacame unresarvedly joyflil, like thet of Lydia Fowler (d. 1789), which
proclaims. "' Tiscome the glorious morn! the sscond birth of heaven and earth! awakening nature heersthe
new creating word, and gartsto life in every heightened form, from pain and degth forever free."

Some like the marker commemorating Margaret Shepard (d. 1769, block |; s photo # 6),'might
have been congidered dightly heretica to a Puritan church which emphasized predestination and salvation
of the dect, rather than salvation through good works and earthly virtue: "Many are the shgpes of degth &
many are the waysthat leed to hisgrim Cave al dreadfull! But virtue done assuresthat peecewhich age
nor deeth can ne€er destroy affords the mind alasting eess, and fills it with immortd joy." Margaret's Sone
isunique inthat it isthe only 18* century sonethat can be traced to anamed carver. Sgned "C.S" & the
bottom, the sone came from the workshop of C. Skes, amember of afamily of sonecutters who worked in
Wesem Massachusatts and Connecticut from around 1770 to 1820. Carved of greenish-gray quartzite, it
gands out among the sandgtone which dominates the earlier sections of the cemetery.

Throughout the cemetery, the large number of gravestones dedicated to children and young
mothers testifiesto the high rate of infant mortality and the dangers of childbearing. Epitaphs on children's
gravestones often include floral imagery, comparing the brevity of the child's life to the transient bloom of a
flower.

The common practice of assgning adeed child's nameto anew infant is documented in severd
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gones. For example, the two sonsof Jabez and Lydia Badwin memoridized in block C shared the name of
Thomas. Thefirst died & the age of three. The second survived to adulthood, only to die a sea a the age of
twenty-seven.

While many 18*-century sones advised acogptance and hopeful preparation for the grave, an
occasiond epitaph rebdled againg the crudty of early deeth. One ofthefew portrait gones in the cemetery,
which commemorates John Atwater'stwo wives and his infant daughter, poignantly describes the sorrow of
Atwater'striple loss (block G). Probably carved by a Granby stonecuitter, the Atwater heedstone
incorporates three crude femdefiguresrather then an abgtract soul effigy, in an atempt to portray the deed
women and child. The epitaph reeds " Each moment hes its sickel emulous of time's enormous scythe,
whose ample svep gtrikes Empires from the root. Each moment plays his little wegpon on the narrow
gohere of avest domestic comfort & cuts down the fairest bloom of sublunary Bliss. Degth greet proprietor
of al, itstineto Tread out Empires and to quench the gars. Insttiate archer, could not one suffice? Thy
sheft fliesthrice, & thricemy peecewas dain. | tremble & the blessing once 0 dear, & every pleesure pans
meto my heart."

Occasiondly, agravestone included biographical information, especialy when the cause of degth
was somewhat unusud. Degths by accident were particularly noteworthy. The Oliver (d. 1787) and Abigail
Ingersoll (d. 1802) gravestone (block 1) describes Abigail's particularly gruesome and unusud end: "Mrs.
/Abigail his[Oliver's] Consort /who in the absence /ofthe family by a/Fitt fell in the Fire& /expired.”

During the late 18* century, as native populations were suppressed and threets from the French
faded, Westfield grew quickly. By 1790, Westfield had more inhabitants than Springfield, its parent town
(Pitoniak, p. 1). By 1801, the town hed grown S0 much that resdents were once again planning for the
congtruction of anew meetinghouse. It took five yearsof discussion, debate, and planning before the new
meatinghouse was finally built and dedicated in 1806 (Lockwood, Vol. 11, pp. 230-240).

Theturn of the 19* century brought a number of other changes to Westfield's historic center,
which borders the Mechanic Srest Cametery. Following the pattem of many other New England
communities, Westfield'stown center developed around acommon (now known &s the "Green™). New
religious, civic, and commercid buildings were oriented toward the common rather than dong the old Main
Street corridor.

After alate 18*-century growth spurt, growth gtdled in Westfield during the first two decades of
the 19" century, with the population remaining sable a around twenty-one hundred residents. During most
of its early history, Westfied rdied primarily on agriculturefor its income. Historian John Lockwood
goeculates that the brief check in the town's growth may have been due to a shortege of new arable land
(Lockwood, Voal. II, pp. 246-247). Given the mountains hemming Westfield in to the west and eadt, much of
the best agricultural land was probably aready under tillage after nearly ahundred and fifty years of
SHtlement.

Recovery was not long in coming, however. In the eerly 19* century, Westfield began to change
from an agricultural community into an indudtrial one In the 18205 the industry that gave Westfield.its
nickname commenced anearly century-long boom, when D. L. Famham visited a Bagston whip factory and
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came back with notes about how he might meke amachine for plaiting whips. With Henry Douglas and
Samud Lindsay, Famham tried to duplicate the mechine held ssen in Boston. Hiram Hill, another Westfield
entrepreneur, followed auit in 1821, introducing an improved plaiting mechine from Providence, Rhode
Idand. By 1860, Westfield boagted dozens of whip-making factories, earning its reputation as the"Whip
City." Other lesther goods auch & hamesses and shoeswere d o produced in Westfidld factories.

Ancther mgjor industry was cigar manufacturing. Taking advantage of leaf tobacco produced in
the Connecticut River valley towns around Westfield, manufacturers soon were employing hundreds of
workers making cigars. These new indugtries hdped the town overcome its turn-of-the-century dump.
Population rose quickly.

Trangportation as well as manufacturing increesed Westfield's progperity. In 1822, Westfield's
citizens gpproved the congtruction of the Westfield portion of acand that would run from the Connecticut
River through Northampton, Easthampton, Southampton, Westfield, and Southwick, to Connecticut. The
proposad cand would link with aplanned cand from New Haven to Southwick. The Farmington Cand
project would cregte eighty miles of navigable inland waterways. (Lockwood, Vol. I, p. 283) In 1826,
congtruction began & the Northampton end. By 1829, the new cand was open from Westfield to New
Haven (Lockwood, Vol. I, p. 293). By 1835, the link betwean Westfield and Northampton was complete.
The new cand brought chegp transportation and gave Westfield adirect link to the ssa Cutting adiagond
path through Westfield'stown center, the cand ran betwean the old burial ground and ElIm Street.

During the congtruction ofthe cand, Westfield's population began to change: Irish immigrants
were brought in to do the heavy labor of digging and masonry work required for cand construction. Many
of them gtayed on to work in the new whip and cigar factories. From the 1820son, Westfield's population
would include more and more new ethnic groups (Lockwood, Vol. 11, p. 358).

The cand initiated a building boom in Westfield, with hotels, taverns, and warehouses condructed
in anticipation of the increased budnessthe cand would attract (Heyl & Hamberg, p. 9). Elm Street, which
was oriented north to south, parald to the cand, began to digdlace Main Street, which ran perpendicular to
the cand, s the focus of Westfield's busness activity. One of Westfield'smgjor indudtries, the H. B. Smith
& Company ironworks, was esablished dong one of the cand badns. Initially producing iron fencing "for
veranda and cametery work," (Dewey, "Authentic History of Westfield") H. B. Smith would later grow into
amajor producer of boilers and radiators, and eventudly becamethe first manufacturer to produce an
affordableresidential central heating system.

In spite of abrief flurry of initia profit, the new cand never achieved its expected sucoess It was
difficult to maintain, and quickly digplaced by the railroad,'which ussd some of the cand  beds and rights-of-
way. (Lockwood, Vol. II, pp. 294-298). By 1852, the Northampton and Westfield Railroad hed been
formed to build anew rail linedong the old cand right-of-way. By 1855, the Cand Railroad was
completed from New Haven to Westfield, dthough the Northampton branch had not yet been finished.
(Lockwood, Val. II, p. 317) While Westfidd's centrd busnessdistrict grew dong EIm Street, ahew
industrial bt of activity paralded the new railroad (Heyl & Hamberg, p. 9).
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While the town grew around it, the Mechanic Street Cametery was dso expanding. A committee
was formedin 1823 to find a dte for anew graveyard. The committee decided ingead to smply enlarge the
exising cemetery. (Dewey, Ancient Wedtfidd, p. 160) In 1827, the town acquired along strip of land on
the wetern border of the cemetery, nearly doubling its Sze (Lockwood, Voal. II, p. 265).

By the 1830s residentid deveopment around the old buria ground hed grown increesingly dense
In 1834, Mechanic Street wias opened, pardlding the cemetery's western boundary. Locd higtories claim
Mechanic Street as Westfied'sfirst resdentia subdivision, with the street crested solely for the purpose of
dividing new house lots, rather than primarily as an acoessroute. The new dregt became the cemetery's new
acoessroad; the entry to the burial ground was shifted from its south dde to itswest sde.

Asthe town grew, o, too, did its need for schools. One of Westfield's prominent early nineteenth-
century educationd ingtitutions was the Westfield Academy, esteblished by avote of the State L egidature
in 1793 "for the purpose of promoting piety, religion, and morality, and for the ingtruction of the youth in
uch langueges and such of the liberal arts and sciences as the trustees may direct.” A number of Westfield
resdents who sarved as trustees are buried in the Mechanic Strest Cemeatery, including Samud Mather,
Samud Fowler, Warham Parks, David Mosdey, Revarend Nosh Atwater, and Abel Whitney. Opened in
1800, the Academy continued in operation until 1867, when its functions were ebsorbed by Westfield High
School and Westfidd State Normal School. (Everts, p. 949) The Normal Schoal, now Westfield State
Callege, becamethe first sate-goonsored co-educationd teachers college in the United States

Ore of the Academy's indructors is commemorated in the Mechanic Strest Cemetery with a
marble gone carved by T. Adams of Hartford, Connecticut (block K; s photo #19). Eliza Bishop's
dedication to the cause of educating girlsand young wormen wes eulogized in her epitaph: "The five lagt
years of her /life were successfully /devoted to the interet of /Femde Education and Fiety, /& amidgt a
wide and extending /sphere of ussfulness, /died while Preceptress of the Westfield Academy, /April 26,
1839."

By the 1850s Mechanic Stret had becorme awel-devel oped residentia neighborhood, witli house
lots evenly gpaced on either dde of the road. According to Westfield's 1984 Historic Building Survey,
many of the street's new residents were Irish tenants who hed found employment building Westfield's
cands, railroads, and factories, and who later worked inthe mills their fathers and grandfathers had heped
build. (Heyl and Hamberg, Inventory Form #549) With the Irish potato famineof the late 1840s, the Seedy
trickle of Irish immigration into the community incressed, and would soon changethe religious and ethnic
mix in the predominantly Protestant Y ankee community.

Insde the cametery, dhanges in monument materids and design reflected the changesin the
surrounding community. As cands and railroads cut through Westfield, providing more efficient
connections with outlying communities, new meterids became available, not only for the congtruction of
buildings, but dso for grave markers. Quarries in the Berkshires tumed out soft white marble which could
be eadly and chegply transported great disances. White marble gppeered dongsde the red sandgtone
tablets that had dominated the cemetery during the 17* and 18* centuries Shgpes of heedgtones and
lettering became more sandardized.
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Decorative motifs dso changed, with willows and urns replacing the exuberant variety of soul
effigies which had dominated 18*-century stones The soul effigies disgppeared completdly by around
1810. While the decorative borders and distinctive faces, crowns, and wings of the soul effigies marked
each gone as the work of aparticular carver, the new ums and willows showed little individua variation.
Ore carver's gones often looked very much like another's.

At leett three 19*-century Connecticut carvers, T. Adams of Hartford, S S Batterson of
Wintonbury, and G. Viets of Eag Granby, |eft their mearks on white marble sones. All three ussd similar
decorative motifs. Two of the Batterson stones, that of Gad Pdmer (d. 1824, block D) and that of Lydia
King (d. 1809, block B), are diginguished by finely ddineated willow-and-urn motifs and medallions on
leafy beses surrounding the inscriptions. The Viets sones dso digplay willows and urns Some are
diginguished by severd words carved in Old English-Syle lettering. Viets gones include those for: Captain
Solomon Phelps(d. 1835, block L), Albert C. Sacket (d. 1836), William Sackett (d. 1836), Philendy Sackett
(d. 1837), and William C. Sackett (d. 1838; all the Sackett donesare located in block J; sse photo #20).

Although still common & the beginning of the 19* century, epitaphs declined in popularity & the
century progressed. Early 19*-century epitgphs presented romanticized and peaceful images of degth,
dthough the older images of decay and corruption prevaent in the eighteenth century can still be found.
Segp and rest became frequent metgphors for death.

A sentiment common to both 18*- and 19*-century epitaphs isthat of the afterlife as the ultimate
god of tempord exigence. Caroline Ann Parish'stombstone (d. 1838, block K) provides asuccinct version
of that theme "She lived to die /And died to live" Thames of resurrection and salvation, ong with
admonitions to survivorsto remain faithful and virtuous continued to be popular.

The eventud heavenly reunion of the living and the dead was another common theme in 19*-
century epitaphs. Olive Tuller's epitaph (d. 1837, block J) expressesthe popular and hopeful sentiment of a
reunion inthe afterlife: "Farewell my friendsa short farewell 'till we shall mest in heawen above"

By the 1820s epitaphs grew scarcer and briefer. While an occasond  lengthy poetic inscription
can be found, many later epitaphs condsed of one-sentence reminders of mortdity and/or salvation. The
briefest of all isthat of Sareh A. Day (d. 1830, block L), which smply says "Waiting."

More progperous families bought fashionable obelisks and pedesta monuments in marble and
granite. One of the more prominent obdisk monuments is dedicated to Colonel David Masdey (1798-1871,
block D; s photo # 17). Mosdley's grand sandstone monument is decorated with asickle and asheef of
grain. Activein town affairs, Mosdey sarved in both loca and gate govemment as a sdectman, assessor.
State Representative, and State Senator. Hismilitary title camefrom his sarvice as aleeder of theloca
militia. (Everts, p. 958)

Severd Victorian-erafamiliesddinesated their plots with ornate manufactured cast-iron fencing, es
the Morgan family did with their plot (block L; sse photo #16). Locd residents suggest that the H.B. Smith
Company, which was founded in Westfield in 1853, and manufactured cagt-iron fencing before specializing
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in radiators, boilers, and other hesting equipment, may have manufactured someof these fences. However,
makers marks are not readily gpparent. Fencing of this type was being manufactured and shipped by rail to
New England from many different places during the mid-19* century, 0 it isnot yet possible to determine
whether the fencing wes locally manufactured.

As the nature ofthe sones erected in the old graveyard changed, <0 too did idess ebout the nature
ofthe graveyard, reflecting changes in ceametery use and, indeed, the whole concept of the cemetery, that
were taking place in the United Statesduring the 1820s and 1830s During the 1820s, city dwellers grew
increesingly concerned about graveyards that were filled to capacity. At the sametime, Americans became
captivated by romantic idedls of picturesque landscaping that promoted avision of designed neture that was
tamed but not regimented. Thesetwo concams came together when Mount Auburn Cemetery opened in
Cambridge in 1831. While old "burying grounds' like the Mechanic Strest Cemetery were Smply
pragmeatic arangements of headgones the new "cemetery™ was to be adesigned landscgpe. Marked by

. rambling paths and picturesque vidas, this new cemetery doubled as a public park, providing a peaceful

oadsfrom city life, where visitors could remember their loved ones and contemplate their owrt mortality in
an idyllic setting. Stuated on the outskirtsof the city on ahuge parcd of land, the new cemetery dso solved
the problem of overcrowding in the city'sold graveyards

The desire for "rural cemeteries’ modded on Mount Auburn swept the country during the 1830s
and 1840s. In Westfidld, this ided wes redized with the opening of the new Fine Hill Cemetery in 1842,
Sited in openfiel dsaway from Westfie d'stown center, the new, larger ceametery had the rambling paths,
picturesque landscaping, and decorative monuments that the Mechanic Strest Cametery lacked. Not only
were mogt new burias located a Fine Hill, rather than Mechanic Street, but somefamilies even rdlocated
their relatives from the old-fashioned graveyard to the new rural cemetery.

Even 0. the old burial ground continued to be fairly well-used through much of the 19" century.
The number of new burialsremained congant until about 1875, when the number of burials dropped to only
one ortwo ayesr.

During the lagt half of the 19 century, development aong the dreetsto the west of the Mechanic
Street burid ground intensified. New homes filled in the gaps between older ones dong Mechanic and
Cherry Strest, and new greets were opened up to connect Mechanic Street with Elm Street. Between 1847
and 1860, Bartlett Street was opened up, and in 1862, Chapd Stregt wias extended. Mechanic Street's Irish
Catholic community got its own church in 1885 with the congtruction of Seint Mary'son the comer of
Mechanic and Bartlett Stregts. By 1898, the parish hed added a school. Closer to EIm Street, business and
industrial devedopmentflourished.It was only to the eedt, where the town brook till bordered the cemetery,
that land remained open. By 1870, someof that open land wes developed, not for residentia or busness
use, but for entertainment. By 1870, atrotting course had been congructed on Main Street, to the southeast
of the cemetery.

By the 1870s Westfield hed grown into abusy manufacturing community. Crossed by two major
railroad lines, the town boagted apopulation of around 8000 residents. Westfield's primary employerswere
its thirty-six whip manufacturers, twenty-eight cigar factories, and its pgper factories. The 1873 Westfield
Directory proudly proclaimed, "A large number of Sores representing diversities of trade, giveits busness
dregts acity agpect, and everything betokens thrift and enterprise” (p. 5)

(continued)
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Through the 18805 Westfield continued to grow. The 1880-81 Westfield Directory describes the
town in glowing terms;

The village isalively bustling and thriving plece, and weers an air of solid thrift and
subgtantiad comfort, while its broad, handsome and well sheded avenues—thickly adorned
with statdy ems, make it, epecidly in the mild seesons of the year, a delightfully
inviting retreet.

..Westfield is not surpasssd by any other village of its Sze in New England for naturd
beauty, budgness enterprise, and congenid sodety—adl of which combineto give promise
to abright and progperous future (p. 6).

Asthe 19* century dosed, Westfield's bright and progperous future was firmly grounded in
industry, rather than agriculture. In 1897, Westfield added bicycle-making to its industries, becoming home
. to Columbia Manufacturing Company.

During the 1880s the town sporadically spent money on the Mechanic Stregt Cemetery. Annua
reports are incondgtent in their description of cemetery expenditures, usudly lumping them under the
category of "Contingent Expenses” In 1883, the town established a specid trust fund for planting shede
trees and for the maintenance of the old buriad ground. The fund was fairly smdl, containing only $104.63
for cemetery expenses (Westfield Annud Town Reports, 1883, p. 53) Throughout the next severd decades,
reports make occasond references to the fund, but descriptions are gporadic and incondgtent. In 1894, the
town spent $358.65 to build anew iron gate a the entrance to the cemetery. (Annua Reports, 1894, p. 74;
e photo # 1) Unfortunately, the report does nat list the name of the manufacturer.

By the time the new gate was ingtalled, resdentid development completely surrounded the
Mechenic Streat Caemetery. Bartlett Strest.hed bean extended to Eadt Bartlett Street, which wrgpped around
the burid ground's northeastern boundaries, and a new road, White Stregt, hed been opened dong the
cemetery's eestern border. The old town meadow, which hed separated the cemetery from the Westfield
River, was now crisscrossed with new stregts By 1912, the lagt bit of open goece surrounding the cemetery
disgppeared as a subdivison wes laid out on the site of the old trotting grounds.

The cemetery's 19*-century neighbors were not strictly residentia, however. By 1855, the town
brook which bordered the graveyard had been dammed near the corner of Mechanic and Bartlett Stregts to
provide power for ashop owned by W. Dewey. Fifteen yeers later, the American Whip Company was using
the gte for one of its factories. An 1870 mep clearly shows the sream diverted to power the factory's
mechines. Later in the 19* century, the Ste became the home of the Noble Cigar Company's factory, which
remained until the 1920s

During the early 1900s, Westfidd began to s itself as acity rather than atown. By 1910, a
mixture of ethnic groups mede up the town's population, adding Czechs, Itaians, Lithuanians, and Poles, to
the Irish who hed settled in the first half of the 19 century. Westfield had grown increasingly urbanized
through the lagt half of the 19* century. The question of acity charter wes raised in 1906 and again in
1914, but these early efforts were unsuccessful, with citizens rgjecting a charter proposed by the date
legidature. Findly, in 1920, acharter committee successfully presented a proposa to Westfield voters, and
the town officially became acity. (Adams, JanesR. "Westfield History 1920-1940" in Janes pp. 304-305)

(continued)
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By the end of World Wear |, the indugtries which hed fostered Westfield's growth hed begun to
decline. The coming ofthe automobile made the whip industry obsolete; a the same time, cigar-making
adso declined (Heyl & Hamberg, p. 15). In the 20* century, new indugtries, like the Savege Arms Company
and toolmaker Sanley Home Products, eventudly replaced the 19*-century manufacturers. Industry till
mekes up a large proportion of the city's busness sector. New high-technology manufacturers, dong with a
few surviving 19*-century busnesses, like ColumbiaManufacturing and H. B. Smith, make up Westfield's
present industrial community.

While Westfield was becoming acity and assimilating new ethnic groups, the Mechanic Strest
Ceametery was nearing the end of its caresr as an actively ussd graveyard. By the tum of the 20* century,
new burials hed grown sporadic, with severd years bewean them. By the time Mary Noble Fox (1841 -
1934, block F) becamethe lag Westfield resident buried & Mechanic Street in 1934, there hed been no
burids inthe cemetery for over a decade

Vanddism and environmentd factors such as pollution and westhering have taken atoll on the
Mechanic Street Cemetery. A number of stones have disgppeared or have been broken snce inventories
were taken in 1915 and 1939. Severd remaining gones are 0 badly spdled or eroded that they ae nearly
illegible, and only one family plot retains al of its ornamenta iron fencing. In spite of the wear and tear the
cemetery has undergone, aremarkable number of markers, including a large number of footstones, remain
in good to excdlent condition, displaying an unusudly fine collection of artwork produced by 18*-century
Connecticut Valley donecutters. The cemetery's 18*-century sones provide subgtantid insight, not only
into the craftsmanship of their makers, but the religious beliefsthat inspired the symbols and epitaphs used,
while the 19*-century markers illustrate changes in technology, trangportation, and atitudes toward deeth.

While Westfield is fortunate in having a number of well-preserved 18*-century homes the city hes
no known surviving 17* century buildings.. Markers in the Mechanic Strest Cametery are the few survivors
from Westfie d'searly settlement period. None of Westfield's other early cemeteries dates as far back es
Mechanic Street does. The Mundae Parish Cametery on Granville Roed datesfrom circa 1835 to 1912; the
Middle Farms Cemetery & the north end of the city dates from 1790 to 1983, and the Owen District
Cametery & the northesst comer of the city dates from 1808 to 1977. The Mechanic Street Cemetery's
asociation with Westfield's pioneering familiesand with prominentfi guresfrom Westfield's 18 and 19*-
century higtory, gives it asignificant role in the city's built environment.

Archaeological Sgnificance

Since patterns of prehistoric settlement and subsisgence in Westfield are poorly understood, any surviving
gtes could be significant. Prehigtoric resources on the nominated property may contain datathet identifies
patterns of Native American landuse in atemperate forest riverine environment.  Important information may
be present indicating the role of stesaong tributary sreems ofthe Westfield River to larger core aress
dong the main branch of the Westfield and Connecticut rivers. Regiona and/or seesond variability may
a0 be present between Stes and secondary drainages. Information meay be presant a Sites on the property
that confribute to research topics focusing on lithic tool assamblages and chronologies, ceramic technology
and gyle and the andyd's of prehistoric exchange While the Connecticut River provided aregiona "
north/south corridor for trangportation and the movement of goods and idess, itstributaries including Town

(continued)
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Brook and the Westfield River may have played avital role in asimilar ftinction for an eest/west corridor
covering amuch smdler geographicd area

Historic archaeologica resources described above havethe potentid to contribute detailed information on
the socid, cultural and economic petterns thet cheracterize much of Westfield's.community history from the
17* through 20* centuries. The Mechanic Street Cemetery including its monuments, graves and overal
configuration represents an intact example of a graveyard typical of a 17 and 18" century town owned
neighborhood burial ground and one of the few surviving landscepe features assodiated with the town's
pioneering families. Additional historical research combined with archaeologica survey and testing can
help document the number of burias in the cemetery and changing buria practices during its period of use
The number of interments in the cametery is reported in the vicinity of 900, however, unmarked burials may
be as high &s 500. Archaeologica research can identify the range inburia types and their pattern of
distribution in the cemetery. Primary interments of single individuals containing aburia shaft, casket and
body may represent mog burias. Other burias may contain multiple individuas representing adullts,
children or combinationsthereof Some graves may be commemordive lacking agrave shaft and human
remains. Historical documentation also exigts that somefamilies rdocated rdatives from Mechanic Street
to the new rurd cemetery a Fine Hill after 1842, Archaeologica ressarch can hdp determine whether the
movement of graveswas symbolic or actualy included remova and reburid of the remains.

Archaeological testing can dso hdp determine the extent that the dignment and distribufion of gravesin the
cemetery representstheir actud placement.  Gravestones were often replaced a different locations after
being vandalized, moved during landscaping activities or as part of cametery restorations. Archaeological
research can dso help test the accuracy of exigting boundaries a the cemetery. These bounds may not
accuratdy represent the actua cemetery boundaries. Some buridss, possibly those of unknown persons
paupers or other indigent persons, may have intentionaly been buried outside the cemetery boundary.

Fence lines, congtructed years after the cemetery wes founded may have excduded the unmarked graves of
unknown persons, paupersor other indigent persons as wet as graveswith missing dones. Artifact
digtributions in the cemetery may aso contribute important information on religious beliefs of individuas
and the town as well as atitudes toward death and the afterlife. Important information may be gathered
from the stylistic attributes of gravestones and various types of artifacts associated with memoriad services
a the time of degth and afterwards.

Much of the above informafion can be obtained through unobtrusive archaeologica research. Thatis,
information can be obtained by mapping artifact concentrations, gravestones and the locations of fegtures
quch as grave shafts and pogt molds without disturbing actud skdletd remains. Remote sendng reseerch
techniques might also contribute useful information. Socia, cultural and economic information relating to
the 17* through 20* century Westfield settlement can eso be obtained in this maimer, however, more
detailed gudies can be implemented through the actua excavation of burias and their andyds.
Oseologicd gsudies of individuds interred a the buria ground havethe potentia to contribute awedlth of
information relating to the overall physical gopearance of thetown's inliabitants, their occupations,
nutrition, pethologies and cause of desth. Thisinformation cen dso hep determine the actuad number of
individuas interred & the burial ground. Osteologica sudies can contribute detailed informafion about the
inhabitants of the community during a period when written records are rare or non-exisent. The paucity of
written records is especidly true for minority members of the community including Native Americans,

(continued)



United States Degpartment of the Interior
Nationd Park Service

National Regiger of Higoric Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page M echanic street Cemetery
~~ ; Westfield (Hampden), MA

African Americans and other immigrant ethnic groups. The overdl context of the grave, including materia
culture remains, can provide important information on buria practices, religious beliefs, economic datus,
family structure and numerous other topics rdating to the individual, their socio/economic group, the
overdl settlement and early religious society.

(end)
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Note: Most of the land on which the Mechanic Streat Cametery sits hes beonged to the city of Westfield
snce settlement. Assessors records show no dead references for the property. Property description hes
been taken from assessors maps

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The Mechanic Strest Cemetary isthe property designated by the Westfield City Assessor as parcd #:
329/010.0-0072-0000.0.

Mechanic Street cemetery contains 398 acres of land bounded by the rear property lines of properties
located on Mechanic Street, East Bartlett Street, White Street, and Cherry Street. The boundary for the

. Mechanic Street cemetary begins a the southwestern corner of the property located a 45 Mechanic Strest,
which forms the border between the entrance way to the cemetary and the southern property lifie of 45
Mechanic Stregt. The line runs eest 186 feet dong the southern property line of 45 Mechanic Street to the
southeastern comer of 45 Mechanic Street. It then tums north and runs dong the eastern (rear) property
lines of 45, 49, 55, 57, 61, and 65 Mechanic Strest for gpproximately 435 feet, until it reechesthe
northwestern comer of the Mechanic Strest Cemetery. The boundary line then turns eest for ashort
distance, following the southem (rear) property line of 15 Eadt Bartlett Street. The boundary then turns
southeedt, running dong the southwest (rear) property lines of 17, 19,21, 23, 25, 25 1/2, and 29 Eat
Bartlett Street until it reechesthe southwestern corner of 29 Eadt Bartlett Street. The boundary linethen
runs south aong the western (rear) property lines of 84, 80-82, 78, and 60 White Stregt to the southeestern
corner of Mechanic Strest Cemetery.

The property lines then turns west and runs dong the northern (rear) property lines of 21, 23, and 25 Cherry
Street, gpproximately 230 feet to the southwestern corner of Mechanic Strest Cemetery. The boundary then
turns north and proceeds dong the eestern (rear) property lines of 25 Cherry Street and 33, 35, 37, 41, and
43 Mechanic Stredt, until it reaeches the northeestern comer of 43 Mechanic Street. The boundary turns
west, running 186.3 feet dong the northern property line of 43 Mechanic Stredt, until it reeches Mechanic
Street. The boundary then tums north, running adong the eastem side of Mechanic Street for 32 feet until it
reeches the point of beginning.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The boundaries of the property being nominated are identica with the property lines of the Mechanic Street
Cametery.

(end)
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Main gate, Mechanic Strest Cametery, facing west
Gengrd view of Mechanic Strest Cemetery, facing northeast
Abigail Sackett Noble (d. 1683) gravestone, block B, Mechanic Street Cemetery
view facing et
Nathanid Williams (d. 1711) gravestone, block |, view facing north
Quartermagter John Mosdey (d. 1752) and Hanneh Mosdey (d. 1763) gravestones, block A,
View facing eedt
Margaret Shepard (d. 1769) gravestone (C. Skes carver), block 1, view facing north
Ensgn Mahew Noble (d. 1771) and JoannaNoble (d. 1763) gravestones, block A, view facing
northeast
Reverend John Bdlantine (d. 1776) gravestone, block B, view facing east
Colond John Mosdey (d. 1780) gravestone, block G, view facing west
Major Samud Mather (d. 1789) gravestone, block G, view facing west
Danidl (d. 1800) and Elenor Fowler (d. 1791) gravestone, block G, view facing northwest
Azariah (d. 1790) and Mercy Modey (d. 1799) gravestones, block G, view facing eest
Bildad Fowler (d. 1809) gravestone, block C, view facing eest
Richard Faley, J. (d. 1808), Ann Fdley (d. 1758), and Richard Faley, . (D. 1756) gravestones,
block 1, view facing west
Reverend Noah Atwater (d. 1802) gravestone, block G, view facing northwest
Morgan family plot, block L, view facing south
Mosdey family monument, block D, view facing eest
Gengrd William Shepard (d. 1817) gravestone, block G, view facing eest
Eliza Bishop (d. 1839) gravestone (carved by T. Adams) and Reverend Josgph Mix (d. 1833)
gravestone, block K, view facing eest
Sacket family plot (gravestones carved by G. Viets), block J, view facing eest



MECHANIC STREET CEMETERY
WESTFIELD, HAMPDEN COUNTY, MASSACHUSETTS
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

C= contributing; S = dte;
S= dructure; O=object

M AP# HISTORIC NAME DESCRIPTION MATERIAL DATE STATUS TYPE
OF RESOURCE

1 Mechanic Stregt Cameay N/A 1677-1934 C S
Cemetay

2 Mechanic Sret Gae Cad iron 18A C S
Cemetay Gae

3 Abigail Sackett Noble Marker Sandgtone 1633 C 0
marker

4 Nathanid Williams Marker Sandgtone 1 C 0
marker

5 Quatermader John Marker Sanddone 1752 C 0
Mosdey marker

6 Hamnah Mosdey maker Marker Sandgtone 1763 C 0

7 Magaet Shepad make  Maker Quartzite 1769 C 0

8 Ensggn Mathew Noble Marker Sandgtone 17 C 0
marker

9 JoannaNoble marker Marker Sandgtone 1763 C 0

10 Reverend John Bdlantine Marker Sanddone 1776 C 0
marker
11 Colond John Mosdey Marker Sanddone 1780 C 0

marker
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M AP#

HISTORIC NAME

Major Samud Maher
marker

13 Danid and Elenor Fowler

B 8 R 8B BBRBERER

marker

Azarish Mosdey marker
Mercy Mosdey maker
Bildad Fowler marker
Richard Fdley, . maker
Ann Fdley maker
Richard Fdley, S.
marker

Reverend Noah Atwater
marker

Morgan family plot, iron
fencing

Archippas Morgan
marker

Mosdey family
monument

DESCRIPTION

Marker
Marker
Marker
Marker
Marker
Marker
Marker
Marker
Marker
Fendng
Marker

Marker

MATERIAL

Sanddone
Sanddone
Sanddone
Sanddone
Sanddone
Granite
Sanddone
Sanddone
Sanddone
Catiron
Sanddone

Sanddone

Pege 2 of 3

MECHANIC STREET CEMETERY
WESTFIELD, HAMPDEN COUNTY, MASSACHUSETTS
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

DATE

1789
1791-;800

1790
1799
1809
1808

C= contributing; S = dte;
S= dructure; 0=object

STATUS TYPE

O O O O 000000 O O

OF RESOURCE

[oNeoNeoNoNoNe (@)

(@)



M AP#

24

8 B

30

31

WESTFIELD, HAMPDEN COUNTY, MASSACHUSETTS
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

HISTORIC NAME

Gengrd William Shepad
marker

Eliza Bishop marker
Reverend Josgph Mix
marker

Hagpole

Revolutionary War
Veeaans Memorid
French and Indian War
Memorid

Mechanic Strest
Cametery Higtorica
Marker

Gengd William Shepad
Memoria Fague

MECHANIC STREET CEMETERY

DESCRIPTION

Marker

Marker
Marker

Hagpole
Marker
Marker

Marker

Marker

MATERIAL

Granite

Granite
Sanddone

Granite

Gante®

Granite

Granite

DATE

1939

STATUS

NC

NC

NC

NC

NC

C=contributing; S = gte;
St= dructure; O=object

TYPE
OF RESOURCE

0

0
0

0

NOTE: There are more than 1,000 hesdstones and footstones in the Mechanic Strest Cemetery; all are contributing resources
However, itis not feasbleto list all of them. The District Data Sheet lists objects and sructures other than gravestones, ad severd
representative markers, which are illustrated in the nomination.

Poe 3 of 3



HII,TOKIC:AL' MAI- OF UESTFII-LD
Copyrighicd. 1)06

Deney, Louis Marinus " Hidorical Mg of the Orignd Satlemant.” 1906,









S O. Youuit

IAIH SRET.
. W H Koot«&Co
W. icJ:. O. Gibta
J| H||n|p|fD NMioual Haak
\ LeouHnJ ic hawit
|A.J. SUrr&CV)
" (A rirxton & Co
1 H.fiiUer
,tU.1}. Hem
*}J.1'. BWiIl
SHI) SRE
2 Show Rliiar
3 1). W. KHOWIM

Beers, FW. BeersAtlas of Hampden County. New York: Beas Ellis & Soule, 1870.

fwW G BaUl
: .Soow V HilLbard
1}.W. Coalloo

$ M. E. (Jbuifh
41 H. LonuiiA
Mnt. IhelgEi
Oweu Sc Saoknit
°iB Holcomb
#JI gl_t btftockbrl Ipe

E.
I FJTtt)NCa>{|onaI ilur. i
\ UUldL S tjterciu

| K. Moore
Huhango Block | Lconaixi £ |.pnau
0,K&10; || a k|Lr11ncr
ithey
O Drux

FALE ly-«lj

| Flttch*3 A Norton

IT/N R llarvc}-
, « o HILTI.N-y

i.tr. SuHirE @

| SuMN:Li 4: Marvin

IS{ M V iinir
iLi'. AL lirovsr
fCr Il. Modcr
.ia, 11 itCalorr
C. B. iiimwell
| EtuikKn ” I'bclpa
ti/r.1i. \ndi<wa
W«to Lewis & Co
I Dr. F. -Viilden
[01d Fcllowa HnU
iC. K. Ulinbaon
r.t M. ijodrleh



Atlas of Surveys - Hampden County, Massachusetts Springfield, Massaechusetts L .J.*
Richards & Co., 18%4.



Atlas of Hampden County, Massachusatts.  Springfield, Massachusatts  Richards Map
Co., 1912. X



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT - THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL RE@ STER - HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI QN RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY Mechanic Street

NAME :

MULTI PLE
NAME :

Cemetery

STATE & GONTY: NMASSACHUSETTS, Hanpden

DATE RECEI VED. A/30/02
DATE G- 16TH DAY: 6/ 01/ 02
DATE G- VEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE  NUMBER 02000632

REASONS FAR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N
O'HER Y PDIL: N
REQUEST: N SAWLE N

GOMMENT WAL VER N
y ACCEPT RETURN
ABSTRACT/ SUMWARY COMMENTS

RECOM./CRITERIA_
REVIEWER PatkA Ar~dlUA

TELEPHONE

DATE G- PENDI NG LI ST:
DATE (F 45TH DAY:

5/ 16/ 02
6/ 14/ 02

LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
PER CD N PROGRAM UNGPPROVED. N
SLR DRAFT: NATI ONAL: N
REJECT  (Qji*"0)- DATE

DI SCI PLINE  JiVMicrr)ch

DATE {CIVAXMX

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLRY/N






























































































































Me e hapie S

i
/é‘:‘J T SSE LD //7 A ¥
7










—

E.

MECHANIC STREET CEMETERY

‘_‘ BLOCK PLAN—— © ESTABLISHED 1995

PREPARED BY : o
WESTFIELD PARK DEPARTMENT  9/12/95 - ‘
SCALE 1" = 60 ' 1 =




Mechanic Street Cemetery

i

100 4 0 100 200 300 " 400 500 Feet

Map Created by City of Westfield Engineering Department, April 2000
Circled numbers indicate photograph locations.



The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

April 10, 2002

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed please find the following nomination form:
Mechanic Street Cemetery, Westfield (Hampden), M A

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC: Lawrence Brady, Westem Hampden Historical Society
Michele Plourde-Barker, consultant
Richard K. Sullivan, ., Mayor, City of Westfidd
Hugh Lamb, Westfield Historical Commisson
Westfield Planning Board
Ann Marie Heiser, Westfleld Parks& Recreation Dept.

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470. Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



