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FORM B - BUILDING

1 Town Wor cest er
Addr ess 50 Franklin Street

N The Bancroft Hotel
ane

Present use COltnaercial/apartments

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

Present owner_ | gy » Bil sconi

L 2 Wood Rd.
3. Description: Hopkington, Ma 01748
Date 1912-1913
Roll 26 Source dedication article

Syle Beaux Arts Classical

4. Map. Draw sketch of buildinglocation Architect Esenwein & Johnson of Buffalo
in relation to nearest cross streets and )
. other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric  brick

Outbuildings (describe) none
Othe features granite, iaarble and terra-

cotta trira, arcaded basement, pedi-

mented window frames, banding at top
two stories
rear wing added 19250
Altered entry awnings pate mid-20th
removed century
Moved no Date

CJTiM* 5. Lot size: Assessors' Bk. 3. Pg- 13
iq/Z/ba9<”/V (282560 16 33502 0. ft.

One acre or less 3 Over one acre

Approximate frontage -117"
Approximate distance of building from street
10]
6. Recorded by B.R> Pfeiffer
Organization Wore, Heritage Pres, Soce
Date December 1977

(over)

M-7-77



7. Original owner (if known) Bancroft Realty Company

Original use hotel

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates commercial/residential apartments, after 1964

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce - X Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian J
Community development X Political 2771 Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Built at theheight of Worcester's prosperity, theformer Bancroft
Hotel i s an opulent exaraple of Beaux Arts classical design. Thebuilding
s of steel-frame construction, nine stories high, rising froman arcaded
base of rusticatedmarble. Upper floors of thebuilding are faced with
brick andtrimmed with terracottablocks near thebuilding' s corners.
At thesecond storey are el aborate w ndowpedi nents on consoles. At the
eighth storey corner bays arefraned by consoles and segnental arches,
wi thin which axe single wi ndows set i nsurrounds with broken pedi nents
and garlands. Thebuilding's toptwo stories are banded withterracotta.
Finished elevations face Franklin Street (north) and Portland Street (east).
Uoon conpl etion thebuilding's Portland Street side extended approximtely
2/3 of itspresent length; 1t was enlarged southward i n1925 1 nthesanme
style astheoriginal part of thehotel.

The Bancroft Hotel, built between 1912 and 1913» was t hecity's nost
opul ent hotel, described by historian Charles Nutt as "one of the nost
representative institutions of thecity, originated by thepublic spirit
of a new generation of |eaders i ncity affairs,,, erected by Worcester
noney and conducted by Worcester nen,” Interest in buildinga luxury
hotel began i n1910 when Al fred Aiken "took the initial step by enlisting
the aid of Frsuik A, Dudl ey, president of theUnited Hotels Conpany, and
the cooperation of theBoard of Trade," Bancroft Realty GConpany was forned
in 1911 and pl ans were prepared for theconstruction of a hotel of 22" roons
which coiild |ater be expanded t o 320 roons. Before construction began,
the decision was nmade to construct thebuilding tothelarger size. The
construction was carried out by the conpany of CGeorge Bl ake Long of
10. B bliography and/ or references (such as |ocal histories, deeds, assessor's records, (cont,)

early naps, etc.)
The Worcester Magazine, vol, XVI, no, 10, Oct, 1913, PP« 301-3li<

(illustrated article)
Nutt, C, Hi storyof Wrcester, vol. I, pp, 1338 and 19kI-10k3



I NVENTARY  FORM GONTT NUATI ON SHET

Canmunity: Fom No:
MSSACLEETTS HSTAROL G>MSI O VJorcester 133750
Ofice of the Secretary, Boston
Property Name

Bsmcrof t Hotel

Indicate each item oninventory formwhich is being continued bel ow
9.
Chattanooga, Tennessee at a final cost of $1,270,000, An illustrated
article i nThe Wrcester Magazine at thetime of thebuilding' s dedication
shows the major public roons with their original fittings. Again
according toCharles Nutt, "the Bancroft Hotel since its openinghas

been the center of al | iii5)ortant social functions. |t has stimulated
social life and created a new interest i ndanting, receptions, and other
functions,”" Naned for George Bancroft, historian, thebuildingwas
operated as a hotel until 4.,

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



