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The Gilbert M. Simmons Memorial Library was donated to the city of Kenosha
by Z. G. Simmons, an important nineteenth century Kenosha businessman, as
a memorial to his deceased son after whom it was named. It is situated

in Library Park near the Kenosha County Soldiers Monument, also donated

by Z. G. Simmons. Both the Soldiers Monument and the Memorial Library
were designed by the Chicago architect, Daniel Hudson Burnham. They

are Burnham's only known commissions in Wisconsin. The Memorial Library
structure cost $150,000 at the time of its construction and was dedicated
on May 30, 1900,

The plan of the library is a Greek-cross on a raised basement. The
building is constructed of Bedford limestone and decorated with marble,
bronze, mosaics, and frescos. Crowning the center of the cross is a

dome raised on a drum decorated with an elegant running-swag design. The
roof corners are ornamented with acanthus acroteria, and the bands of
windows are ornamented with simple pilasters and are raised high above
the ground.

The main entrance to the library is at the top of a low group of steps.
The pedimented portico is supported by two Ionic columns and covers a
pair of monumental bronze doors through which one enters into a foyer
faced with dark-veined, light-gray Italian marble. Through an arch one
enters the library's most elaborately-decorated room, the rotunda,

which is faced with Italian marble. Four doors lead to the other rooms
in the library and have architraves supported by Ionic columns. The drum
of the dome is enhanced by eight red, blue and gold mosaic panels above
which runs a rail molding of gold-leafed acanthus acroteria. The dome
itself is painted a pale, sky-blue. The floor of the rotunda is also
decorated. Its outer border is inlaid with red Italian marble in a

fret pattern interspersed with plaques of bronze and embossed with
classical motifs. The inner border is in a fret pattern of green marble.

To the left of the rotunda is a large reading room with a facing of
yellow marble, and to the right and rear of the rotunda are the library
stacks. There are meeting rooms and a bindery in the library's basement.

The Kenosha County Soldiers Monument, honoring Kenosha County men who
died in the Civil War, was also designed by Burnham and was executed by
the Italian sculptor Decco. It is a massive seventy-five-foot, fluted,
gray-granite Corinthian column on a stepped, circular base with a six-
foot-square capital topped by a winged victory.
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commissions in Wisconsin.

The Gilbert M. Simmons Memorial Library and the Kenosha County
Soldiers Monument are Daniel Hudson Burnham's only known

The elegant library is one of the

finest Neo-Classical Revival buildings in Kenosha, and perhaps

in the state, and it is certainly one of the most richly decorated.
The Kenosha County Soldiers Monument was intended as an integral
part of the approach to the library on its site in LibraryPark,
and is a significant Neo-Classical Revival work in its own right.
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