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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Wyer-Pearce House is situated on a prominent one and one-haIf acre 
triangular site at the intersection of Mill and Lake Streets in Excelsior. The 
elevation of the site is such that an excellent view is provided from the house 
of St. Albans Bay of Lake Minnetonka; prior to the construction of Lake Street, 
the original property was uninterrupted to the beach.

The house is a well-preserved example of the Eastlake mode of Victorian 
residential architecture. It is two storeys in height with full basement and 
attic. Massing is irregular, enhanced by full-front wrap-around porch, multiple 
gables, and projecting bays. The structure is of wood frame sheathed in narrow- 
lap clapboard. Shingles, stickwork, and occasional spindlework decorate major 
as well as dormer gables.

The primary focus of the design is oriented toward the Mill/Lake street 
intersection. It is this facade which boasts a full front bracketed and spindled 
open porch on the first floor with a smaller porch of similar design on the second 
floor (off of the master bedroom). Columns are lathe-turned; affixed to these 
are scroll-sawn brackets with turned pendents. Portiers of spindlework adorn 
the entire length of both porches. The corner of this facade is accentuated by 
a rectangular tower which rises through two storeys to be terminated in a dormered 
pyramidal roof.

The entire exterior of the Wyer-Pearce House is now painted a monochrome 
white; however early photographic evidence indicates an original complex poly­ 
chromatic treatment.

The interior of the house has been slightly altered to provide for conversion 
to a duplex early in the century when the house ceased to function as a summer 
"cottage". Most radical of these alterations prior to conversion to a duplex) 
is the removal of a major section of a triangular fireplace arrangement in the 
hall-parlor-sitting room wall (only the fireplace in the parlor remains). The 
original hall has been sealed-off from the first floor to provide access to the 
second floor apartment. The second floor, however, has retained original room 
arrangement and decorative treatment in floors and mouldings.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wyer-Pearce House is significant as the largest and best preserved of 
the ca.1880 summer cottages in the Excelsior area to be executed in the East- 
lake mode. It is representative of the late nineteenth century orientation of 
upper-class residents of the Minneapolis-Saint Paul area to weekend and summer 
leisure in the nearby lakes region to the west of the cities. The house has been 
recognized as a local "landmark" by the Excelsior-Lake Minnetonka Historical 
Society.
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