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Wyer-Pearce House

AND/OR COMMON
Wyer-Pearce House

LOCATION
STREET & NUMBER
201 Mill Street __NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Excelsior —— VICINITY OF Fifth
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
Minnesota 27 Hennepin 053
CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY - OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC X occupieo __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
X_BUILDING(S) X PRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL  XPRIVATE RESIDENCE
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS
__OBJECT __IN PROCESS X YES: RESTRICTED —_GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
_—NO —MILITARY __OTHER:
OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME

F.A, Pearce Corporation (Fred A, Pearce)
STREET & NUMBER B )
241 Mill Street

CITY, TOWN STATE
Excelsior —___ VICINITY OF : : : Minnesota

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE. -

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC.  Ragistry of Deeds/Hennepin County Government Center
STREET & NUMBER

Fifth Street at Third Avenue South

CITY. TOWN STATE
—_— Minneapolis Minnesota
I REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
Statewide Historic Sites Survey
DATE
1972 _FEDERAL _XSTATE _COUNTY _ LOCAL
DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS Minnesota Historical Society - Building 25, Fort Snelling
CITY, TOWN STATE

St. Paul , Minnesota




DESCRIPTION

. CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—_EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED X unaLTerep (exterior) ormiGinaLsiTE X
Xaoop __RUINS X aLTerep (interior) __moveo DATE
_FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Wyer~-Pearce House is situated on a prominent one and one-half acre
triangular site at the intersection of Mill and Lake Streets in Excelsior, The
elevation of the site is such that an excellent view is provided from the house
of St, Albans Bay of Lake Minnetonka; prior to the construction of Lake Street,
the original property was uninterrupted to the beach.

The house is a well-preserved example of the Eastlake mode of Victorian
residential architecture, It is two storeys in height with full basement and
attic, Massing is irregular, enhaunced by full-front wrap-around porch, multiple
gables, and projecting bays. The structure is of wood frame sheathed in narrow-
lap clapboard, Shingles, stickwork, and occasional spindlework decorate major
as well as dormer gables,

The primary focus of the design is oriented toward the Mill/Lake street
intersection, It is this facade which boasts a full front bracketed and spindled
open porch on the first floor with a smaller porch of similar design on the second.
floor (off of the master bedroom), Columns are lathe-turned; affixed to these
are scroll-sawn brackets with turned pendents, Portiers of spindlework adorn
the entire length of both porches. The corner of this facade is accentuated by
a rectangular tower which rises through two storeys to be terminated in a dormered
pyramidal roof.

The entire exterior of the Wyer-Pearce House is now painted a monochrome
white; however early photographic evidence indicates an original complex poly-
chromatic treatment.

The interior of the house has been slightly altered to provide for conversion
to a duplex early in the century when the house ceased to function as a summer
"cottage'". Most radical of these alterations prior to conversion to a duplex)
is the removal of a major section of a triangular fireplace arrangement in the
hall~parlor-sitting room wall (only the fireplace in the parlor remains)., The
original hall has been sealed-off from the first floor to provide access to the
second floor apartment, The second floor, however, has retained original room
arrangement and decorative treatment in floors and mouldings,




K} SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—.1400-1499 _ ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —_CONSERVATION —LAW . —_SCIENCE
- —1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE — ECONOMICS — LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1800-1699 X_ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION ——MILITARY —_SOCIALZHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 __ART __ENGINEERING —Music __THEATER
l(‘l 800-1899 _ COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT — PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES ca, 1880 BUILDER/ARCHITECT  Unknown

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wyer-Pearce House is significant as the largest and best preserved of
the ca.1880 summer cottages in the Excelsior area to be executed in the East-
lake mode. It is representative of the late nineteenth century orientation of
upper-class residents of the Minneapolis-Saint Paul area to weekend and summer
leisure in the nearby lakes region to the west of the cities. The house has been
recognized as a local "landmark'" by the Excelsior-Lake Minnetonka Historical

Society,
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Lot 13 of Galpin's Addition to Excelsior (Southeast corner of Mill Street and Lake Street)
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STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
[B1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE

Charles W. Nelson,Architectural Historian/ Kari Rice, Corresponding Secretary
ORGANIZATION DATE

Minnesota Historical Society/Exceldior-Lake Minpetonka 10 September 1976

STREET & NUMBER Historical Society  '--EPHONE
Building 25, Fort Snelling/ pox 305

612-726-1171
CITY OR TOWN STATE
St, Paul /Excelsior Minnesota

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ____ STATE___ LocaL _X

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Servige.
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Hennepin County, MN
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Reference Number: 77000735

State: MN

County: Hennepin

Resource Name (Historic):  Wyer, Allemarinda and James, House
Location, Street & Number: 201 Mill Street, Excelsior

Comments: This is the correct historic name.
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