Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
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NATIONAL REGISTER OFHISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM
(Type all entries —complete applicable  sections)
1. NAME
C OMMON:
Paul's Bridge
AND/OR HISTORIC:
H\ibbard' s Bridge
2 LCCATI AN
STREET AND NUMBER:
Neponset Valley Parkway across Neponset
CITY OR TOWN:
Milton - Boston (Readville)
cou
Massachusetts 025
[3 CLASStFICATION
CATEGORY
OWNERSHIP
(Check One)
District . Building [3 Public Public Acquisition:
"eSite ~ Structure Private 11 In Process
Object Both I | Being Considered
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I 1 Agricultural 1 1 Government Park

I I Commerciol [ 1 Industrial I | Privote Residence

| | Educational Military | | Religious

[ I Museum 11

i Entertainment

f4. OWNEROF PROPERTY

OWNER'S NAME:

Scientific

Commonweal th of Mssachusetts

STREET AND NUMBER:

~ Metropol

20 Somerset Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL
COURTHOUSE,

Commonweal th of Massachusetts - Metropol
STREET AND NUMBER:

20 Soner set

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston

DESCRIPTION
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Street

ftEPRESeNTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITL.EOF SURVEY:

Inventory of theHistoric Assets of t he
DATE OF SURVEY: 1972

DEPOSITORY FORSURVEY RECORDS:

Federal

Mass. Historical

STREET AND NUMBER:

Comm ssion, Office of t

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston

M ass.
COUNTY:
Norrnlk - Suffolk
FOR NPSUSE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER

CEC 11 '9”

Cong. District 11

River, 100feet west of Brush .|| Rd.
NTY:
Norfolk - Suffolk

ACCESSIBLE

STATUS
TO THE PUBLIC
H Occupied Yes:
Restricted

1 1 Unoccupied

| 1 Preservation work Unrestricted

in progress No
[XI' Transportation [ZI  Comments
Other  (Specify)
i tan nicjtT-i rnTnmi gg-jpn m i
01
o
itan District Conm ssion
hi"t H
lei <
Q ee
STATE
M ass. 025
Comonweal t h &
State . County . Local

he Secretary

Mass. JIXi5-



17. DESCRIPTION

(Chec* One;
Excellent [X Good . Fair Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
S Altered . Unaltered Moved E Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Paul 's Bridge,

extending approximately 88 feet, carriesthe Neponset Valley

Parkway across t heNeponset River between t hetown of Milton and t he Readville
section of Boston. As built i n1849, thethree arch bridge was 23 feet wi de
and constructed of unmortared stone, coursed between t he spandrels and fille3

with rubble at t he enbanknents.
springline.
the heavy rectangul ar coping.

Each rolind arch nmeasures 20 feet at the

The rough cut voussoirs were unmortared blocks which roseto

extended from the coping of each elevation.

Bet ween 1932y6nd 1935, t hebridge was wi dened and, before conpletion of

the project,
north face of thebridge was kept

solid stone parapets were constructed t oreplace thefence. The
intact, itsjoints pointed and raked.

This face was reinforced with a concrete backing; it scoping was renoved and

reset with smaller blocks.
feet tothesouth using t he sane bl ocks.

No further

alterations have been made.

The south elevationwas rebuilt approximtely 17

Si dewal ks were added t o each side.

A fence of wooden siderails with iron stanchibns

335
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SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (‘check One or More as Appropriate)

I | Pre-Columbian ' dl 16th Century 18th Century . 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century 19fh Century
SPECIFIC DATEIs| (If Applicable and Known) 1849
AREAS OF SIGNI FIC ANCE  (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginol [ | Education . Political I 1 Urban Planning
(I Prehistoric I | Engineering «  Religion/Phi. «  Other fSpec/ly;
Historic I 1 Industry losophy
I | Agriculture 1 1 Invention 1 | Science
I 1 Architecture ly] Landscape I 1 Sculpture
Art Architecture 1 | Socio 1/Human-
I 1 Commerce I | Literature itarian
I 1 Communications Military . Theater
I I Conservation Music IXi  Tronsportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Paul's Bridge i sthethird bridge tostand onthis site, one of the
three Milton crossings over t heNeponset River i nthel8th century and
at that time, theonly link between t hetowns of M Iton and Dedham

The bridge i slocated within t heNeponset River Reservation which
forms an essential green link between t he Stoney Brook and Blue Hills
Reservations, planned and devel oped by O ftistedj” Oust ed and El t he
fanous architectural fiinn_f9und.ed by Frederick Law O msted. The
Neponset Valley Parkway, running over t hebridge, was designedt o
connect these tworeservations.

oC

The redesign of thebridge i n1932-5 was nade by Arthur A Shurcliff,
FASLA and founder of theAlP. He studied and wored i ntheoffice of
O nmsted Brothers until 1905 and was t hechief |andscape consultant

to theMetropolitan Parks (District)' Conmi ssion and | andscape architec
for theRestoration of Wlliamshurg from 1928-1944.

Al'though the present bridge was constructed i n1849, an early bridge,
known as "Hubbard's bridge" was located here prior t o 1759, at which
time i twas rebuilt, thecost tobe met inproportiontothe province

tax of each town. |t served as an early river crossing for local farmers.

By it s1807 reconstruction, thebridge had been renaned "Paul's bridge
for t heowner of theadjacent land i n Dedham
























Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
40 Beacon Street, Boston, 02108

Novenber 13, 1972

M. Jerry Rogers

Chief of Registration

The National Register
National Park Service
Departnment of the Interior
1100 L Street
Washington, D C 20005

Dear Jerry,

Herewith submitted is the National Registerform for Paul's Bridge,
M Iton-Boston, Mass.

My we urge that immediate attention be given this s\ibmission? Qe
of two alternatives for a federally aided highway threatens the structure
itself. The historical statements, which will be included inthe draft
environmental inmpact statement, indicate that the structure will be
submtted to the National Register.

Sincerely yours.

Anne R Wardwel |

Acting Survey Director
[aw Mass. Historical Conm ssion
Encs.



ENTR ES | N THE NATI ONAL REQ STER
Date Entered DEC 11 MWW

Nue Locati on

Paal *« Bri dge MIlton - Boston (Keadhrllla)
Norfol k - Suffolk Conntl os

Al'so Notified
Fon. Bdwd M Kennedy Stat* Liaison Officer
Fon. John F. X Davfnren
Bon. Bdwsrd IT. Brooke Secretary of the Onfl Bvraalth
Bon. JosMs A Burke Chai roan, Massactuisatts Historical
Coiwl ssion :

40 Beacon Street

Director, Northeast Regi on
g Bost on, Massachasetts (2108

AR Nowand: Tran 12/ 11/ 72



SITE PLANNING FOR INDUSTRY « INSTITUTIONS « RECREATION AREAS « RESIDENCES « TOWN PLANNING « LAND SUBDIVISION « CONSULTATION « SUPERVISION

SHURCLIFF. MERRILL 8& FOOTIT
L ANDSTCATPE AR CHITETCTS
45 BROMFIELD STREET « BOSTON ¢ MASSACHUSETTS 02108 + (617?) 542-7080

SIDNEY N, SHURCLIFF, FASLA. AIP
VINCENT N. MERRILL, FASLA

DOUGLAS B. FOOTIT. ASLA Decenber 29, 1972

M. WIliam Murtagh
Keeper, National Register
801 19th Street, N W
Washington, D C

Dear Bill:

Just aline toletyouknowthat our group here i sdelighted t olearn
that Paul's Bridge has been placed on t heNational Register. Fortunately this
cones after Governor Sargent cancelled theproposed extension of Route 1-95

directly through thebridge so that we will not be charged with having obstructed
the highway construction. Even though that, in part, is what we were tryingto
do.

Ms. John Houghton, who was instrvimental i n having t he application
filed with you, wants yout oknowthat i twas Ms. Preston Parish (Anne) who
inspired her t ostart theproceedings. Apparently i twill mean al ot to*Ms.
Parish i f youwill congratulate her for her part i nit.

V¢ have rented a house "Afterglow' next tothePlantation I nn
January 13th through 31st and will ask Arthur Finney i f we have any chance of
seeing you there.

Happy New Year.

Your a sincerely.

Sidney N Shurcliff

SNE M



