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INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

Mass. 
C O U N T Y : 

N o r r n l k - S u f f o l k 
FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

! . N A M E 
DEC 11 '9^ 

C O M M O N : 

Pau l ' s Br idge 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

H\ibbard' s Br idge 

2. LOCATION Cong. D i s t r i c t 11 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Neponset Valley Parkway across Neponset River, 100 feet west of Brush 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

H L l l Rd. 

Milton - Boston (Readville) 

Massachusetts 
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C O U N T Y : 
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CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g 

• "•Site ^ St ruc ture 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

[ 3 P u b l i c 

• P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

1 I In P rocess 

I I B e i n g Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

H Occup ied 

1 I U noccup ied 

I I P rese rva t i on work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

^ U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I 1 A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I I Commerc io l 

I I E d u c a t i o n a l 

I i En te r ta inment 

1 I Government 

[ 1 I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

[ I Museum 

• Park 

I I P r i v o t e Res idence 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

1 I S c i e n t i f i c 

[Xl Transportation [Zl Comments 

• Other (Specify) 

f 4. OWN E R O F P ROP E RT Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts -
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

M e t r o p o l i t a n n i c j t T - i r n T n m i gg- j p n 

20 Somerset S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
5 . L O C A T I O N O F L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts - Metropolitan D i s t r i c t Commission 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

20 Somerset Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
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T l T L . E O F S U R V E Y : 

Inventory of the Hist o r i c Assets of the Commonwealth 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1972 • Federa l State • Coun ty • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Mass. H i s t o r i c a l Commission, Office of the Secretary 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston Mass. JXi5-
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17. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Chec* One; 

• E x c e l l e n t [ X Good • Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

S A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved E Or i g i na l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Paul's Bridge, extending approximately 88 feet, carriesthe Neponset Valley 
Parkway across the Neponset River between the town of Milton and the Readville 
section of Boston. As b u i l t i n 1849, the three arch bridge was 23 feet wide 
and constructed of unmortared stone, coursed between the spandrels and f i l l e 3 
with rubble at the embankments. Each ro\ind arch measures 20 feet at the 
springline. The rough cut voussoirs were unmortared blocks which rose to 
the heavy rectangular coping. A fence of wooden s i d e r a i l s with iro n stanchibns 
extended from the coping of each elevation. 

Between 1932y6nd 1935, the bridge was widened and, before completion of 
the project, s o l i d stone parapets were constructed to replace the fence. Thje 
north face of the bridge was kept i n t a c t , i t s j o i n t s pointed and raked. 
This face was reinforced with a concrete backing; i t s coping was removed and 
reset with smaller blocks. The south elevation was r e b u i l t approximately 17 
feet to the south using the same blocks. Sidewalks were added to each side. 
No further alterations have been made. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

U 

OC 

lU 

lU 

«/1 

PERIOD ("check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P re -Co lumb ian ' d l 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Centu ry 

18th Century 

19fh Century 

• 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATElsl (If Applicable and Known) 1849 
AREAS OF SIGNI FIC ANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i no l 

( I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

I 1 A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I I Commerce 

I 1 C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

[ I E d u c a t i o n 

I I Eng inee r ing 

I I I ndus t r y 

1 1 I nven t i on 

l y ] L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

losophy 

1 I Sc ience 

I 1 Scu lp tu re 

1 I Socio 1/Human-

i t a r i a n 

• Thea te r 

IXi T r o n s p o r t a t i o n 

I I Urban P lann ing 

• Other f S p e c / / y ; 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Paul's Bridge i s the t h i r d bridge to stand on t h i s s i t e , one of the 
three Milton crossings over the Neponset River i n the 18th century and 
at that time, the only l i n k between the towns of Milton and Dedham. 

The bridge i s located w i t h i n the Neponset River Reservation which 
forms an essential green l i n k between the Stoney Brook and Blue H i l l s 
Reservations, planned and developed by 0]£tistedĵ  Ousted and El the 
famous ar c h i t e c t u r a l fiinn_f9und.ed_ by Frederick Law Olmsted. The 
Neponset Valley Parkway, running over the bridge, was designed to 
connect these two reservations. 

The redesign of the bridge i n 1932-5 was made by Arthur A. S h u r c l i f f , 
FASLA and founder of the AIP. He studied and wored i n the o f f i c e of 
Oimsted Brothers u n t i l 1905 and was the chief landscape consultant 
to the Metropolitan Parks (District)' Commission and landscape architec 
for the Restoration of Williamsburg from 1928-1944. 

Although the present bridge was constructed i n 1849, an early bridge, 
known as "Hubbard's bridge" was located here p r i o r to 1759, at which 
time i t was r e b u i l t , the cost to be met i n proportion to the province 
tax of each town. I t served as an early r i v e r crossing for l o c a l farmers. 
By i t s 1807 reconstruction, the bridge had been renamed "Paul's bridge 
for the owner of the adjacent land i n Dedham. 
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Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
40 Beacon Street, Boston, 02108 

Mr. Jerry Rogers 
Chief of Registration 
The National Register 
National Park Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
1100 L Street 
Washington, D. C. 20005 

November 13, 1972 

Dear Jerry, 

Herewith submitted i s the National Registerform for Paul's Bridge, 
Milton-Boston, Mass. 

May we urge that immediate attention be given t h i s s\ibmission? One 
of two alternatives f o r a federally aided highway threatens the structure 
i t s e l f . The h i s t o r i c a l statements, which w i l l be included i n the d r a f t 
environmental impact statement, indicate that the structure w i l l be 
submitted to the National Register. 

Sincerely yours. 

/aw 
Encs. 

Anne R. Wardwell 
Acting Survey Director 
Mass. H i s t o r i c a l Commission 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE -MMSfil 

Date Entered DEC 1 1 ̂ ^̂ ^ 

Ncune Location 

Paal*« Bridge Milton - Boston (Keadhrllla) 
Norfolk - Suffolk Conntlos 

Also Notified 

Hon. Bdwrd M. Kennedy 

Bon. Bdwsrd IT. Brooke 
Bon. JosMS A. Burke 

Director, Northeast Region 

PHR NRowland:Tran 12/11/72 

Stat* Liaison Officer 
Hon. John F. X. Davfnren 
Secretary of the OnflBMnraalth 
Chairoan, Massactuisatts Historical 
Coiwl ssion ; 

40 Beacon Street 
Boston, Massachasetts O2108 



SITE PLANNING FOR INDUSTRY • INSTITUTIONS • RECREATION AREAS • RESIDENCES • TOWN PLANNING • LAND SUBDIVISION • CONSULTATION • SUPERVISION 

S H U R C L I F F . M E R R I L L 8c F O O T I T 
L A N D S C A P E A R C H I T E C T S 

45 BROMFIELD STREET • BOSTON • MASSACHUSETTS 02108 • (61?) 542-7080 

SIDNEY N, SHURCLIFF, FASLA. AIP 

VINCENT N. MERRILL, FASLA 

DOUGLAS B. FOOTIT. ASLA December 29, 1972 

Mr. William Murtagh 
Keeper, National Register 
801 19th Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear B i l l : 

Just a l i n e to l e t you know that our group here i s delighted to learn 
that Paul's Bridge has been placed on the National Register. Fortunately t h i s 
comes af t e r Governor Sargent cancelled the proposed extension of Route 1-95 
d i r e c t l y through the bridge so that we w i l l not be charged with having obstructed 
the highway construction. Even though that, i n part, i s what we were t r y i n g to 
do. 

Mrs. John Houghton, who was instrvimental i n having the application 
f i l e d with you, wants you to know that i t was Mrs. Preston Parish (Anne) who 
inspired her to s t a r t the proceedings. Apparently i t w i l l mean a l o t to^Mrs. 
Parish i f you w i l l congratulate her for her part i n i t . 

We have rented a house "Afterglow" next to the Plantation Inn 
January 13th through 31st and w i l l ask Arthur Finney i f we have any chance of 
seeing you there. 

Happy New Year. 

Your a sincerely. 

Sidney N. S h u r c l i f f 

SNS/MJ 


