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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Ebenezer Gay Houss is locsted in the villa~e of Sharon

0.0 th2 wes®t sida of .ain Strast., 1t faces the Town Cr2an and is near
the Romanesgqus Revivsl towi clock a*t tha intersection of main Streast
snd Route Y. It would be difficult to fird & wors co: ratisle setting
for eniistoric hous2 since neighborin- bu’lulu&s are of fine architasc-

ral quality, are well maintained, and n“"“ attractively landscaped
yuhas. I‘“edlakaly nort. of the Zay Housz 1s tha Romanszsque Revival
stone Totchiss la orlal Liorzry ou11q1n» (1“03) and zcross dain Strae
is tha »rick Con-regational Church (1524), a late Federal period de-
sigrn. In adiitio to thz Cay Tousz, 20 buildin~sdatin-~ fror the 13th
cen.ury and 3% dnatins fros the nineteenua century border sain and
Gav Strzets and are in a local historic district which will be nominated to the
Nat. ReGISEMYs gy liousz is approxi-ately 100 fast ezs: of sair Strast
ard facese west. 4n 1793 deed rsveals that the hous2 was part of a

proparty with a storz =0d barns, Today the property has baen

!
V]
<

49 acre
rcduced to sbout two acras and tihe ozld outbuiidings are a small one-
story brick r*]d ar southeast of the hous: and an aluninum store e
bu’ Tdiﬂ” (c. 1870) near thes resr (zacst) property line. The brick
au_bulldlng wnlcp is approximately sguars in plan and has a tyricidal
shaped rooz J bs con temyorary with the main hous=z,

The five- -hay, two-story brick rousz was arscted in 1775-

1776, It is 42 feo2t by 32 f22t and has a gable roof, now covared with
grzy asbestos shin~les. It hos z full c2llzr. obove the coursed rub-
bles foundztions thz wzlls are sal*o& colorad brick. Ths wsst (main)

and south wzlls z2rz2 la2id in Flemish hond while the ezst (rear) and
nortrh wells ars Auerican bond witr one hesader course to every five coursss
of stretchars i u\h-coublnusws balt cowvrszs 1s loca®tzsd batwssn the
first a..d szcond storiss. hove first-story OHGLLAES and szcond-story
wirdowe on tha ands arz jack e:ck,a. Windows ravzs 4/6 oudbla-~hung sash.
Wooden exterior trin 1s vaiutzd white, Tb° wide uvprer wmembar of ths
arc-itravas of tha first-story windows arse e.ballishad with horizontsl
groyvas., The buildin~'s cornics forrs tia apper part of the architraves
>f sacond-story front and rszar windows. 03 staciis of ths ‘nterior

end chim.2ys ware probsbly rebuilt about 1870. 4 third chimney rises

fror ths rear wsll.

The focal point of the main (wsst) facade is the antrance.
Trhe one-bay colurnar porch Jqd“*n“ from 1ts light yoroportions and
low-pitch :*hle roof, was “PD“&)AJ died b3twssn 1210-20. TFadaral period
porchas of this "“uv‘ﬁl t”"e nr fOUud 011 houses in Shzsro.: in such
quanhtitizss that they ars v loczlly as "unwx oL ST oors.™ =% the
On7 IThusa, colins winh '13in rafts rise fro ner stons stap
r-thar than fros tha stone lsnding Ths rorC;i gotablaturs with
dentil barnd, irorn sids rails, 2 o and wa;d Sidu benches. Tha
v2i: antrorce heos 2 six 11“ﬂ t~ zbove 2 -pz2n3l door.
Ir the jrcz arch ahove the a store buﬂ the dnte "1775."
A tvo—story fr ith gable roof LS attachzsd to the
center of thz reor (szst) s a Lrick house. This win: wit!
2/2 widnow szsh was procabl vout 1270, wzlls arg covered
with clapbonrds, nainted wh oue=-story frame lean-to addition

Shext 2
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7. Dascription
with shad roop sloryins Jovn 2t the souil odccupiss ths sounti: corner
batwsen tvz soin bloek and the 211 whils a framz one-story lean-to
213ition withk s-2d roof sloring down nt the north occurles the .orth
cornel. Trece smi1" zdditions have cloghonrd covared walls wiich :re
painted white. T 2y ware probably built in ths 20th century. The
nortr g s 2 sultipaned boy window whieh is elliptic:zl in plsin.
4 one-ciory frome siad sns boen attached o the raar (east) side of
the 211 since 1665, It i¢ an older tuilldin~ which was rovad to its

current loction,

The “ous2 nas a ceubral hall plan with two roows zat
sscrn side. Thraz of *+he rooms on btne first floor havs dispgonal
chimney wazlls but the southeast roons lacis a dlaganall/ set fire-
rlzce snd apparently nsvar had one since a door 000411°s part of
tha space which the fireplace would have occupled. nis roon apparent-

ly was the kitchen and had - zitchen fer‘lMco (now wane) iz its east

wall, snother house in Sharon, the Farez Cay Houss ( pullt in 1/7p 80

ard owned by Lbenezzr T:y s drothar) also has this wmusual srrangenent,
Interestins interior faaturzs of the Ebenezer Tay Houss

include L@ne1’°d bl replac= w2lls, cupbou l‘s, 2.d wilde verth 21 board
ranellinz., The house is unresstorad. Latar °egtur;s include an arched
open’ng Hrhwaza the southwact 2nd southeast rooms o the fl st floor,
thrz2 inch flooring, acd dDatnrsoms. o 174 tha uprer story of the
2]l was rewodalad to function as an ~yartrernt., Ceorpge rFredarick
Poatler wze =rc itect for t''s work.
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Cay hed mortzagsd his houss to Eleazar iiillar oL ..ew

Jork ultj wro sfter taving possassion sold it to austin warngr and o

Tsaze Tunt in 1793 At the time a store and calls were oL the prorerty
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in addition to ths Trick dwelling. The Tunt fa ily ]ivcd in Eae+bc

Fouse until 107%. Isasc Tunt's son Reuben (1o “4— 1874) resid

ongrar than eny other persol.

hont ’ bIh 1527 H;. and -rs. Frederick C. Curter purchased the house

Cartar,

Thair daurntar, «Lsc mary

lived thare with

a narhew
to A:ng oSherman “Ojt.

, Philip

b 1 1036 when sh sold the house
f?gg;gésinéaéﬁfitﬂldatuY wguieeto the Sharon Iistorical Soclety 15 1051,
‘ ) Durin- mosh of its slstory thz buildinz has sar"eg~a: Jost
a residence. At ye time it functionsd as 2 Losrding ! 9:"°éj‘%g25 ts/
to 1045 thz I'ivhtingasle Shops was Tocataed in the h?qu in a di i;n ¢
the Sharor Hictorical Socliety. Today the housa functlons as a cgsi_
‘iﬁtor" misenn and the upper story of its raar ell contcins & care
AKSTTS gogrtment.
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8. Significance

The Ebenezer Gay House has local architectural significance as one of the
earliest houses in a town center noted for its many distinguished buildings.
The house is typical of the transition between the 18th-century central-chimney
dwelling and the formal, elaborately-detailed Federal-period house. The Gay
House (as well as the very similar Pardee House on Route 41 in Sharon, built
several years later) is rather a plain house for a gentleman: the Flemish
bond of its brickwork is the only exterior ornament. The interior raised
paneling also hearkens back, although the paneling scheme is simpler and the
mantelshelf more prominent than the mid-18th-century norm. Yet the Ebenezer
Gay House also looks forward: its central hall plan and its brick construction
prefigure the formal interiors and stately exteriors characteristic of later
homes. Built in 1775, the Gay House is still very early for a brick dwelling:
before 1760 there were hardly any brick buildings in the state, and not until
after 1800 did they become frequent. By that time, brick houses (such as the
one, ¢.1800, facing the north end of Sharon's green) had become elaborate
affairs, often with Palladian windows, quoins, and prominent window lintels.
The Ebenezer Gay House is therefore a valuable illustration of the changes in
style and construction which occurred in the last quarter of the eighteenth
century.



