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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Ebenezer Gay House is located in tha village of Sharon 
on the weot side of Xain Street. it faces the Town Grean and is near 
the Romanesque Revival town clock at the intersection of nain Straat 
and Route *f. It would be difficult to find a more co.rpatible setting 
for an historic house since neighboring buildings are of fine architec­ 
tural quality, are well maintained, and have attractively landscaped 
yards. Immediately nort, of the Gay Eousa is tha Romanesque Revival 
stone notcHiss namorial Library building (1693) and across nain Straat 
is the brick Congregational Church. (1^2^), a late Federal period de­ 
sign. In addition to tha Gay House, 20 buildinr.s datirr* frorr the 13th 
cen'.ury and 3 lf dating from the nineteenth century border nain and 
Gav Streets and are in a local historic district which win be nominated to the 
Nat. Regist*^ Qay Housa is approximately 100 feet east of i-iain Straat 
and faces wast. An 1793 dead raveals that tha house was part of a 
*fO acre property with a store and barns. Today tha property has baen 
reduced to about two acres and the only outbuildings are a small one- 
story brick build'', n.r southeast of tha ho us 3 and an aluminum storage 
bu'lding (c. 1970) near tha rear (east) property line. The brick 
outbuilding which, is approximately square in plan and has a pyrinidal 
shaped rooi may be contemporary with the main house.

The five-hay, two-story brick house was erected in 1775- 
1776. It is *f2 feat by 32 fa at and has a gable roof, now covered with 
gray asbestos s^inrles. It has a full cellar. Ao.ove the coursed rub­ 
ble foundations tha walls are salmon colored brick. Tha wast (main) 
and south walls are laid in Flemish bond while the east (rear) and 
north walls are American bond with one header course to every five courses 
of stretchers. A non-continuous belt course is located between the 
first and second storias. Abo^a first-story openings and sacond-story 
wi.odows: on th-a ends are jack a re has. 
Wooden exterior trim is pai.utad white. ^^^ *^^ ^ i:
architraves of tha first-story windows are embellished with horizontal 
grooves. The building's cornice forrs the upper part of the architrav 
:.f second-story front and rear windows. Tha stacks of tha -'nterior 
end chimneys ware probably rebuilt about 1870. A third chimney rises 
fron: the raar wall.

The focal point of tha main (wast) facade

r.ava 5/6 double-hung sasn. 
wide upper member of tha

s the entrance.
Tha one-bay columnar porch, .'. judging from its light proportions and
low-pitch rable roof, was probably added between 1J1Q-20. Federal period
porchas of this general type ara found on houses in Sharo.i in such
quantities that they are known locally as "Shauon stoops." At the
Cay i: visa, col'n-ns with rlai.i shafts risa fro- the upper stone step
r .ether than from tha stone lanolin?. Tha porch has an 6nt-bls.tura with
dentil band, iron side rails, and iron and wood side benches. The
,7sir, entrance has a six li^ht transo: above a wide four-parnal door.
Iri the OP.C> arch, above the~doorway is a stone bearing the date "1775."

A tvo-story frame all with gable roof is attachad to the 
canter of the rear (aast) sids of tha brick house. This win:; with

1-L70. Its walls are covered2/2 widnow ss.sh was
^T

probably ad-ed about
;j. P DO-' n s frame 1 to addition

'onti -uation ^neat 2
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6 . Representa +:ion in Existin~ D urveys

Colonial Dames Series: Old Houses of Connecticut 
1^65 State 
Connecticut State Library 
Hartford, CT.

Works Projects Administration: Connecticut survey 
1930's State 
Connecticut State Library 
Hartford, CT.

"Report" Sharon Historic District Study Committee
March 1975 Local
Sharon Historic District Committee
Sharon, CT.

Guide to A Bicentennial i-;ap of the Town of Sharon, CT.
1976 Local
Map Committee of Sharon Heritage '76
Sharon, CT.
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7. Da scription

with shed roop slovinr dovn at the soutl occupies the sor:tii corner 
bet.v-.erj the irairi block and the ell while a fraaie one-story lean-to 
addition with shed roof sloping down at the north occupies the ^orth 
corner. These smoT1 . cdditi^ns have clopbonrd cohered walls which are 
nainted whitel T: ey were probably built in the 20th century. The 
north ine h'.s a .^ultipaned bay window which is elliptical in plan. 
A -me-rrtory frr-ne si.ed has bien attached to the rear (east) side of 
the ell since 1965. It is an older huildin- which was cloved to its 
c ur r e n t 1 o c \ 11 ori.

The 'iouse has a central hall plan with two rooms at 
35cr: side. Three of tl:e rooms on the first floor ha^e diagonal 
chimney walls but the southeast roo<:;.s lacks a diagonally set fire- 
plrce .^nd apparently never had one since a door occupies part of 
the space which the" fireplace would have occupied. This roon: apparent­ 
ly was the kitchen and had •-- kitchen fireplace (now gone) in its e,ast 
wall, another..house in Sharori, the Ferez Gay House ( built in 1776-80 
and owned by Ebenezer Gay's brother) also has this ui usual a r range r^ent.

Interesting interior features of the Ebenezer Cay House 
include panelled f ! .replace walls, cupboards, and wide vertical board 
panel lin;-. The house is unrestored. Latar features include an arched 
opening between the southwart and southeast roo^is on the first floor, 
three inch flooring, ar^d bathrooms. In 1S7'^ the upper story of the 
ell was remodeled to function ns an apartment. George Frederick 
Poe':ler Wj£ architect for t k 's work.



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
—PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499

— 1500-1599 

_1600-1699

—X1 700-1799 

^X1 800-1899

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC

_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC

_AGRICULTURE

^ARCHITECTURE

_ART

—COMMERCE

_COMMUNICATIONS

_COMMUNITY PLANNING

—CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS

_EDUCATION

_ENGINEERING

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW

—LITERATURE 

^MILITARY

—MUSIC

_PHILOSOPHY

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

—THEATER

_TRANSPORTATION

—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES 1775.76 l?ter additio9^ LDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This two-story brick hous was om of Sbenezer Cay (17^6-
1/c7), a loc-rl politician and Revolutionary War soldier who commanded 
the Sharon militia. His hjuse, constructed in 17/5-76; has a columnar 
Federal period porch probably added i:-:: VJ10-20 and. several later addi­ 
tions. The gable roofed dwellin^ with end chimneys has a central hall- 

The fact that the Gay House is open to the public sets it apart
fro"1 other similar and more elaborate examples of 10th century archi­ 
tecture in Sharon.

Ebenezer Gay was one of the eleven children of John Gay, who 
settled in Sharon in 1771+ soon after the first settlers arrived there 
in 1739. Ebenezer, a. merchant, was active in local affairs, serving 
as tax-collector and as represents 1:ive for the town at nine sessions 
of legislature. Gay married twice. He had four children by his first 
wife who died in 176*f; and seven by his second wife who he married in 
1765. Probably due to the expanding size of his family, in 17/5-77 he 
built the large brick house.

Gay was made an ensign in the liorth Company or Trainband of
Sharo... in 17^3- -°> played an active r^^tar^.role 

-;rv War. BY 1783 he was Lieutenant-colonel 01
Revolu-

the county w.b
Vet

probably he personally subsidized army purchases, for he died in­ 

solvent iu 1787. r;, ort!Ta(. 9d his house to Eleazar Pillar of :!ev,

Ti theIsaac u

ionrer than any ?£« P"^,^. 7rsdsrick C. Carter purchased the Chouse.
m , . . .,,in ";! 1;;; w a^rV.^ i lv9d th9ra wit'i a M phew, Phiup

history museum and tne upper s.or,/ o. ILO i-ct. . 
taKe'r f s apartment.
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8. Significance

The Ebenezer Gay House has local architectural significance as one of the 
earliest houses in a town center noted for its many distinguished buildings. 
The house is typical of the transition between the 18th-century central-chimney 
dwelling and the formal, elaborately-detailed Federal-period house. The Gay 
House (as well as the very similar Pardee House on Route 41 in Sharon, built 
several years later) is rather a plain house for a gentleman: the Flemish 
bond of its brickwork is the only exterior ornament. The interior raised 
paneling also hearkens back, although the paneling scheme is simpler and the 
mantelshelf more prominent than the mid-18th-century norm. Yet the Ebenezer 
Gay House also looks forward: its central hall plan and its brick construction 
prefigure the formal interiors and stately exteriors characteristic of later 
homes. Built in 1775, the Gay House is still very early for a brick dwelling: 
before 1760 there were hardly any brick buildings in the state, and not until 
after 1800 did they become frequent. By that time, brick houses (such as the 
one, c.1800, facing the north end of Sharon f s green) had become elaborate 
affairs, often with Palladian windows, quoins, and prominent window lintels. 
The Ebenezer Gay House is therefore a valuable illustration of the changes in 
style and construction which occurred in the last quarter of the eighteenth 
century.


