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The Captain Josiah Locke House was built in 1803 on sparsely-settled farmland, but now

stands in a neighborhood of small houses on half-acre lots, with only a small tract of

land immediately to the north remaining undeveloped. A stone wall referred to in deeds
subsequent to the Probate Court's division of Locke's estate remains on the houselot as
does a 1931 garage which replaces Locke's bam.

The brick end house itself is a good example of the Federal style. It is 5bays wide,

2 stories high and has a central entrance. A flat portico si5)ported by 2 columns projects
from the entrance. Pilasters frame the door vdiich is topped by a fanlight. Windows

are double hung with 6/6 sash. The hipped roof has 4 tall end chimneys. Ells flank

the house to the east and west. The one on the west appears to have been original to the
house although a 20th century fire has left only the man framing intact. The east

ell, probably added between 1847 and 1850 IS a separate structure built against the
orlglnal house wall. . . .
Architectural investigation of the Captain Josiah Locke House shows substantial portions
of the building's early fabric surviving intact. On the exterior, all of the clapboards
on the front face and mogst of those on the rear elevation above window-will height sow
the scarfed joints characteristic of the Federal period. All sash in the rear of the
house and one set in an end wall appear original; remaining sash throughout the main  t
house and east ell sow a characteristic mid-nineteenth-century profile. Only in the
west ell are there later sash, probably installed in 1941 as part of a post-fire recon-
struction. The brick end walls of the house are laid in differentbonds: Flemishon »
the east end facing toward town, and caranon on the west.

Inside, a central hall bisects the main block, with pairs of rooms opening on either side.
The interiors show remarkably little change over time. The front half of the central
hall is covered with a Federal-period wallpaper; from the house's history of divided,
ownership after 1818, it is likely that this paper was applied in the first fifteen years
of the building's existence. Theliall woodwork appears wholly intact, including an elegant
pair of stairs which rise from the front and rear entrances to a cammm landing before
turning and continuing to the second floor. ' i-

The rooms to the left of the main hallway (west) were modernized with Greek Revival trim
and mantels. To the right of the hall (east), the front rooms retain mos of their original
detail, including a fine plaster comice in the first-floor room. The principal missing
elements are the shutters which once were hung in the splayed window reveals.

In the attic one of two octagonal kingposts supporting the roof bears the initials "JL"
stajgjed into the wood. While it is possible this is Josiah Locke's monogran, no documentary
sipport has thus far come to light.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Captain Josiah Locke House i s one of ahandful of structures which survive in
Wnchester frombefore tlie advent of the railroad i n 1833, and one of the few anywhere

to containa conplete roomof Federal-period wallpaper still insitu. Theentire building
contains ahi™ proportion of original fabric, nodifiedby sensitively-executed |ater
wor k, which together give aclear picture both of the house's original formandthe
effects of 175years of continuous use and change. The house i shistorically significant
for its association with the Locke famly, promnent early settlers, and has additional
local significance fromthe building' s associationwth a 20th century famly of

chanpi onshi p skat ers.

According to tax records eitlier Captain Josiah Locke (1779-1818) or his father, Josiah
b(1753-'1811230§f Vobum built the house, including the west wing and a now denol i shed
am 1 n 1803. S

The Locke fam |y were fanners andearly settlers i nV@bum which i s nowthe west part of
Wnchester. Captain Josiah, his father, andhis brotlier Asa, whose sl i ghth | ater

house and out bui | di ngs al so survive, all had extensive hol dings i nthe neighborhood. I n
addition to farmng, Josiah Locke was active i ntown affairs; the Vébum Town Meeting
appoi nted hi mboth a Hg Reeve and a Surveyor of H "ways. He was anenfcer andthe sixth
capt ai n-cormander of the VdbumMi|itia Cavalry, alargely cerenonial body draw ng nenbers
fromReading and Wl mngton as well as Vdbum

Locke drowned i n 1818, apparentlywhile taking abreak fromhaying to go swnmng. He
left awfe andeight daughters. The follow ng ﬁear the Probate Court divided the house
through the center of thehall, giving the east half to Locke's w dow as part of her
dower, andthe west to twodaugjiters. Thewest half was subsequently sold to a brot her-
in-law i n 1835-40; the Geek Re"vival interior renovations i nthat side of the house
undoubtedly date fromjust after tliat sale.

Wen Locke' s wi dow di ed i n 1840, her side of the house was bequeathed to three otlier
daughters, whoi ntumsold their interests t othe husband of a cousin i n 1847/48.

Al though he does not seemt o have nade substantial changes to the interior of the house,
he appears responsiblefor the east wing, which was apparently conpletedintine to be
included i nthe first assessnent of the newtown of Wnchester, forned i n 1850 fromparts
of Vdbum Medford and Vst Canbridge (now Arlington).

Little seens t o have happened t o change the house duringthe rest of the nineteenth
century. Thewest half passed to one of Captain Locke's grand-daughters, while the east
half remained i nthe sane ownership until it was sold in 1904 to Henry Hal | aday. Hal | aday
purchased the west endi n 1906 (altliough he appears not to have lived i ntlie house.
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it was united i nsingle owership for thefirst time since 1819.)

Hal | aday sold i n 1911t o Thonas Vi nson, a Boston banker and | awyer, whose famly
owned the house until Ms. Vinson's death i n1969. A fire i nApril 1941 badl y danaged
the west el |l and precipitated thenost recent najor round of work on t hehouse - the
el was reconstructed, structural stabilization undertaken i n thecellar, and other
work done. The fol lowing year, thehouse was deeded t o the Vinson's daughter,

Mari bel Vinson Qren.

Ms. Qnen was a skater, nine times wonen' s national figure skating chanpion and a
nentoer of three d K_np| C teans. After reti rl.n?, she coached bot h of her daughterst o
national chanpionships aswell. All werekilled in 1961 when the airplane carrying
tBhe Un|| ted States skating teamt otlie Prague worl d chanpi onship neet crashedi n
russel s. : "

Fol lowing Ms. Qnen's death, the house reverted toMs. Vinson, who |ived there until
her death i n 1969, after which the present owners acquired it .
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