


NITOW. REGSTER (R TER A STAIEMENT (i appl i cabl e)

The Al den/ Del ahanty Block, i ssignl'?i*ant; for it sassociation withthe
town's industrial expansion, thegrowth of the Globe Village, andthe

el aboration of commercial building late i nthecentury. |t meets
National Register criteria A and C at thelocal level and retains
integrity of location® materiaiSj workmanship, design, feeling and
association. The boundaries indicated on theattached assessors map

are those of current ownership.

ARCHTECTURAL SGNIHCANCE Dextribe important ar chitectural features ad evaluate in tems of
other buildings within the community.

This high style Victorian comrercial brick block i samong t he nost outstandi ng comerci al
buildings i nSouthbridge. Beautifully articulated with ornamental brickwork i na variety of
patterns and trimmed with rusticated and carved granite, i ti sof extremely high quality desigr
and construction. Typical of comercial buildings of the1880's, i ti sdark i ncolor and

bl ocky in"shape with a flat roof. Vertical accents at thecenter of t hefacade arecounter-
bal anced by horizontal stone coursing i ncontrasting light colored stone at thelevel of the
wi ndow heads and wi ndow sills of thesame material. Also typical arethestone-trimed seg-
mented and round arched wi ndows and heavy brick corbelling at theroofline. Except for the
removal of thecorbelled gabled upper portion of theroof parapets on thefront and side, t he
structure i salmost entirely intact and unchanged fromits original state. Although the glaziv.
pattern of thedisplay wi ndows has.been slightly altered, all theoriginal cast iron display
wi ndow piers arestill i nplace. Unique for its excellent state of preservation, theAlden-
Del ahanty Block i s-anunusually fine exanple of sone of thebest comercial architectureto
appear i nSouthbridge during thelate-19th century.

HISTORCAL SGNIHCANCE Explain the role omas played In local or state history and hw the
building relates to the devel opnent of the conmunity.

The only large brick commercial block ever built i nGAobe Village, theAlden-Delahanty Block
was erected by Wlliam E Alden, who operated a dry goods and grocery store.there. The build-
ing contained three stores on theground floor, rental space on thesecond floor And a meeting
hall on thethird. 1 n1888'it housed a grocery store, drygoods store, furniture store, a
milliner, a barber and a dentist. At one time the nmeeting hall was known as Hi bernina Hall
and was apparently thenmeeting place of thelocal chapter of t heAncient Qrder of Hibernians,
an Irish fraternal organization.

The bl ock was purchased i n 1899 by John J. Del ahanty, theowner of a successful furniture store
and thesole tenant of thebuilding at thetime. Delahanty had begun his business on a smal |
scale i n1875, selling books and picture frames froma small store which he soon outgrew on
Main Street. | n 1884 he expanded hi s variety of nerchandi se when he bought out the furniture
busi ness of J. and W Booth. About 1889 he took his brother, M chael, as half owner of the
business, which was known as J. J. Del ahanty & Conpany. By 1898 their furniture business had
grown t ooccupy all three floors of the building, thebasement and an additional storehouse.
At that time another brother, P. F Delahanty was enployed as a sal esman and a sister, Margaret
Del ahanty, di dt hebookkeeping. The business remained i nthehands of theDelahanty famly
until 1977 when they sold it ot a long-time enpl oyee who has continued t ooperate it at the
sane location under theoriginal firm nane.

Al t hough d obe Vil | age di d have a nunber of storeduringthelate 19thand early 20th century,
it never devel oped a concentrated commercial center. Aroundthe turnof the century, the r

Bl BLI CG, ?APHY and/ or REFERENCES corit. SheM-t)

maps, atlases, directories
Burns, Brian. Footsteps Through History. Southbridge: Wrcester County Newspapers,

1980, p. 35.

. Souvenir of Southbridge 1898. Southbridge(?): Ceorge Grant-
Press Print, 1898, pp. 57-60.

8/ 85



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Qrmunity: . - FormMi- -

MASAOUETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSON SQUTHBR DGE, M\ Al48
jQ.ffi.cMaL .the-Secretary, Bodgn
Property Nane: Al den/ Cel ahanty Bl oc

Indicate each item on inventory formviiidi is being continued becw.

Historical Sipni“cance Con't.

connnercial buildings were the twostory brick Greek Revival style Union Bl ock
at Main andHamlton Streets andthe Al den-Del ahanty Block. Some village
stores occupied the ground floor of residential buildings anda fewsmall

one story stores were built. dobe Village businesses were |ocated on

Main Street between Ham |ton and Pl easant Streets andon the southernnost

end of Pleasant Street.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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