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Sacred Heart Parish Complex
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.)
private building(s)
public - Local district
public - State site
public - Federal structure

object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

RELIGION/church, church-related residences
EDUCATION/secondary schools

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

U\TE VICTORIAN/Romanesque
LATE 19" & 20" CENTURY REVIVALS/Colonial
Revival, Late Gothic Revival

Category of Property

Essex County, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

5 ' buildings
sites

1 structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)
RELIGION/church, church-related residence
DOMESTIC/multiple dwelling

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation: CONCRETE, STONE, BRICK

walls: BRICK, STONE, STUCCO

roof: ~ SLATE, SYNTHETICS

other:
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Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing resources
if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as

its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

[Note: A Certified Rehabilitation project was completed for three of the five buildings on the site (the Convert,
1899 Schoal, and 1925 Schooal) in 2010. The descriptions below represent the buildings as they gppeared after the
rehabilitation work was completed. Any features described beow as "recent” were ingtaled as part of the
Certified Rehabilitation project and were gpproved by the Nationa Park Service]

The Sacred Heart Parish property is located in the South Lawrence neighborhood, an areaof mixed residentid,
industrial, and commercid uses. The lot on which the complex dits isgenerdly flat and contains 85,000 square
feet of land that isbounded by South Broadway to the east, Groton Street to the north, and Hawley Street to the
south. Residentid |ots border the parish property to the west.  South Broadway, originally part of the
Londonderry Tumpikefrom Boston to Concord, New Hampshire, is dominated by commercia uses, dthough
there are multifamily residentia buildingsinterspersed among the retail and office buildings. Secondary dregts in
the vicinity of the parish complex are dmost exclusively residentia (built largely in the late 19* and early 20*
centuries), and are lined predominantly with duplexes and triple deckers. The resources collected on the site
include a church, rectory, convent, two schools, and a historic gonegrotto (all of which were built during the
period of significanceand are considered contributing resources).  The church occupies the northeest comer of
the lot and faces South Broadway, while the older of the two schools and the convent face Groton Street, and the
newer school fronts on Hawley Street. The rectory has main entrances from both South Broadway and Hawley
Street. Much of the lat, near the center, is occupied by apaved parking area. A paved playground islocated in
the southwest comer of the lot (see atached dte plan). The following is achronologica description of eech
building on the site.

Narrative Description

1899 School (Photos 5 & 6): The oldest building on the ste isthe 1899 School, athree-story brick smcture
designed in the Romanesgue Revival style (eight bayswide and fourteen baysdeep). Its faBade (north devation)
and eedt devation are highly omamented, using contrasting colored brick to form arched window and door heeds
keygones, pilagters, and voussoir. At thesetwo devations, the first floor is st off by brick mstication. Dressed
granite isusad for sillsand belt courses Window openings hold recent duminum sash. The faBade islaid out
symmetricaly around acentra pavilion, whichrisesfrom a projecting entry enclosure to a shdlow gable with an
open pediment that breeks up the roofline. A medallion neer the top of the pavilion bearsthe congmction deate of
"1899." At all devations, the rooflineis defined by a bracketed wood comice abovebrick corbelling. A st of
granite gepsleadsto the main entry, which holds arecent st of wood double doors that metch the originals. The
main entry was originallyflankedby two secondary doorways. The west entry was blocked with brick, and the
goop removed to make way for a smal modem garage (ca. 1960s), which was recently removed, and the former
doorway replaced by awindow. The et entry a the facade was recently restored and now holds panded wood
doors to match the originals. The building's eest eevation was desgned around acentral gabled pavilion. Like
the falade, this eevation features arched windowsa the third floor. Thisdevation isfurther digtinguished by
two occuli that originaly lit the stairhalls. The rear (south) and west devations are far less omamented, having
smplewindow openings with very shalow segmentd-arched heedsand granite sills. An arched entry a the eet

(continued)
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end of the rear devation holdswood doors to match those a the facade. The single-story €ell off the rear of the
building is part of the original constmction, and features recent horizontal siding to duplicate the gopearance of
the original cdgpboards. The interior has undergone fairly significant dteration over the years but the overdl
historic character remains. Thefirst floor has undergone the most change. It was originally constmcted for use a8
alarge chapd for the parish, prior to constmction of the adjacent church building. The stairhalswere located on
the east Sde of the building, while the remainder of the first floor was an open worship goace filled with pews.
Therear €ll contained the dtar and two flanking vestry rooms. There were decorative windows dong the eest
wall of the chapd gpace (no longer extant). After church sarvices were moved from the building in 1916, the
origina worship goece was divided into smaler rooms for use by the school (exact date unknown). One of the
vestry rooms was converted to abathroom. The other was enlarged for sorage. A library was built in the
northwest comer. The origina staircaseswere replaced prior to the recent rehabilitation (ca. 1970s), but corridors
a thetwo upperfloorsretained historic doors and trim, which were retained as part of the recent renovation.
Classroom gpaces remained largaly intact, until being subdivided into residentia gpartments as part of the recent
Certified Rehabilitation. Although the dassrooms were subdivided, mogt of the historicfinisheswereretained,
including window and door trim, tin ceilings, and some historic doors. Each gpartment unit aso features a section
of the historic chakboard.

Convent (1920; Photos 7 & 8): The convent isathree-gtory stucco building, rising from araised cobblestone
foundation to aflat roof. It extends five bays in width and three bays in depth. Theroofline is defined by degp
eaves and atall covefrieze. Comers of the building are acoentuated by flush quoins. A stucco belt course
sparates the first and second floors. Windows are arranged individually and in pairs, and are st withinsimple,
unadomed openings. Most window openings retain the historic 1/1, wood, double-hung sseh that recently were
retrofitted to acoept double-glazing. The main entry is centered on the fafade (north eevation), and is recessed
within a ssgmentd-arched opening. The entry is sheltered by a smdl porch with a pedimented gable and Tuscan
columns. The entry includes a smplerectangular transom above a st of recent wood double doors. A concrete
goop with modem metal hand railings leedsto the main entry. Above the main entry, two dender pilagters frame
the centra bay andriseto asmall, pedimented gable projecting ebove the roofline. There are d0 two entries a
the eest devation: one centered onthe main block, and another leading to aone-gtory rear ell (an origina
feature). Each of these entries is shdtered by a smple porch with a gone bese and Tuscan columns. Both porch
beses obscure an additional doorway a the basement level. Thefirst-floor entry to the main block features a
recent glazed wood door, as does the basement entry benegth it. The entries into the ell were recently modified to
cregte a handicgp-accessible doorway. Work included constmction of a ramp to the basement door and
reconstmcting the porch base The original door remains a the first floor. TTie ell extends acrossthe reer
devation, and includes aband of windows that was recently installed to make weathertight what was formerly an
endosed porch a the center of the elevation. The building was recently converted to gpartment use as part of the
Certified Rehabilitation project and many of the historic interiorfini shesremain, among them trim, doors,

intema windows, and tin ceilings. The historic chapd goace remains intact and is ussd as gathering goecefor the
resdents. Thefirst floor was originally designed with offices and parlors dong the front (north side) and
common rooms along the back, including akitchen, dining room, and chapel. The sscond floor originally hdd a
library, community room, infirmary, and three bedchambers for the higher-ranking nuns and guests. The third
floor was originally designed with alarge, centra linen room, surrounded by adormitory that was divided into 21
smdl bedchambers Thetwo historic Sarcasesremain in use, and the man corridors a the first and ssoond
floors were restored as part of the recent rehabilitation, retaining trim, tin ceilings, doors, and intemal windows.
The new residentia unitsfeature historic trim, flooring, and somedoors. Samples of the historic cabinetry were
a0 retained for reuse.

Rectory (1924; Photos 3 & 4): The Colonia Reviva-style rectory islocated a the southeest comer of thelat,
and hes primary devations facing South Broadway and Hawley Street. The building is congmected of red brick,
and hes atwo-gtory main block that isrectangular in plan (five bay by ninebay). The main block isendossd by

(continued)
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adate-covered hip roof, which features a gabled dormer a each elevation. Therooflineis defined by abracketed
wood comice. Window openings have gone sills and splayed lintelswith keystones, except a the reer devations
(north face of north wing and a portion of the north face of the main block), where there are no keystones A
cat-gone belt course sgparates thefirst and second floors. The only other omamentation congsts of two
decorative cag-gtone pands above the south entry (Hawley Street). There are principal entries a both the eet
and south elevations. The eadt entry holds a st of glazed and panded historic wood doors, while the south entry
hes asingle historic wood door (with glazing and pands)flankedby partia siddightswith panded besss This
door is obscured by amodem auminum storm door. These entries are shdtered by small porches with
pedimented gables. Access to eech entry isby means of abrick stoop. Segpsa the south entry have brick sde
wallswith concrete caps, while the Sgpsat the eedt entry gpopear to have been modified with the addition of
concrete treads and modem, metal hand railings. The porch a the south falade is supported on brick piers, while
the one a the eedt fabade has modem metd pods. A two-story wing extends from the building to the north, ad
aopears to be an origina feature. This brick wing hes aflat roof framed by alow, brick pargpet. A sngle-story,
endosed porch projects from the west side of the north wing. A second brick wing, which gppearsto be origind,
extends from the west elevation. Thisone-story section hes aflat roof trimmed with a bracketed wood comice.
Theinterior of the building has been modified over time, primarily with the reconfiguring of rooms. Halways
generdly remainin the historic configurations, and retain mogt of their historic features (wood basgboards,.
picture molding, doors, and door casings). The first floor of the main block was originally designed with four
offices a the eest end, and allibrary, dining room, and sunroom &t the west end. The north wing contains a
kitchen, pantry, and office. This plan reamains generdly intact. When originally constmcted, the sscond floor hed
sven bedrooms, aprayer room, a common bathroom, and alarge sorage closet. Thefloor plan was modified
somewhat <0 that the prayer room and Sorage closet were converted to bathrooms. Two additiona bathrooms
were ingalled, 0 that today there are only six bedrooms. At thethird floor, roomsremainin their original
configuration and condg<t of three bedrooms and a common bathroom. Historicfini sheswithin the main block are
largely intact and generdly consstent throughout (high wood bassboards, picture moldings, and window and
door casings). Nearly all doorways retain the historic, panded wood doors. The building continuesto sarve asa
residence, occupied today by aDominican chapter. (This building was not affected by the Certified
Rehabilitation project.)

1925 School (Photos 9 & 10): Thetwo-story brick school from 1925 islocated in the southwest comer of the lot.
This Colonial Reviva-style building hes principal eevations facing eedt (toward the parking areg) and south
(onto Hawley Street). The building rests on araised concrete foundation and isendosed by aflat roof The roof
is circumscribed by alow, brick pargpet that replaced the original sepped pargpet. At the Hawley Stregt (south)
devation, the faBade is divided by brick pilagters with cast-stone besss and cgps At eech devation, bands of
windows are topped by cagt-stone label molds. Cagt-gone isdso used for the windowsills. There are two
principa enfries, one a both the eest and south facades. Each of the entries is centered on the devation ad
shetered by a smadl gabled porch that replaced the original (date unknown). The Hawley Street porchis
supported on brick columns, and features cag-stone pilasters framing the doorway, while the eest entry hes
recent, paintedfiberglasscolumns. These enfries hold recent panded wood doors that match the originds. There
aetwo secondary entries a the et dlevation, located a ground leve in eech of the end bays. The northern
entry is contained within asmple brick enclosure with a ssgmenta-arched roof, and holds a panded door to
meatch the configuration of the original. The south entry was originally identical to the north, but was recently
modified to creaste ahandicap-accessible doorway, resulting in removd of the door, constmction of asmple
ramp, and adding anew gair to access an intemal door. Another sscondary entry, centered on the west evation,
holds a sat of recent wood double doors to meatch the originals, and is sheltered by a gabled hood that replaced the
origina porch (date unknown). The origina floor plans andfinishesof the fust and second floorswere largdy
undtered a the time of the recent Certified Rehabilitation and the hallways underwent only minor modification
as part of the project. Today, both the first and sscond floorshave awide cenfra corridor with terrazzo
bessboards and flooring. Other finishesinclude tongue-and-groove wainscoting, smple, flat door casings, picture

(continued)
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rails, and glazed pand doors with multipane transoms. Similarfinishesare carried into the two historic Saircasss,
which remain in use today. There were originally five dassroomsa the first floor and six a the sscond floor. Al
were designed inasimilar manner with identical finishes,including high wood bassboards, picture rails, wood
chdk rails, flat wood window and door casings, and two-panel doors. The building was recently converted to
goartment use but retains many historic interior features and finishes, including the historic trim, doors, and
flooring. Remnants of the historic chakboards and coat dosetswere retained in eech unit.

Church (1916/1934-1936; Photos 1 & 2): While the vast majority of Sacred Heart Church was built between
1934 and 1936, the ground level was congtmcted in 1916 as aone-gory brick stmcture, which was later
incorporated into the larger church. The existing Gothic Revival-style church is constmcted of polychromatic,
random granite ashlar. Sde devations are separated into baysby narrow wall buttresses. The church follows a
traditional cmciform plan, and hes asingle stair/bell tower in the northeast comer. The tower is decorated with
Gothic lancet windows and topped by comer pinnacles with crockets. The plan islaid out with itsfranseptat the
west end and the narthex a the eest end. Two-story aidesflank the three-story nave. Theroof isacomplex
arangement of gable and shed roofs, all of which are finished with date shingles and copper flashing. Windows
of the two lower levds are set within rectangular openings, while the tall windows of the sanctuary are st within
pointed arches. Most window openings have shalow hoodmolds and tracery work. Windows a ground level
hold ssgmentd-arched, double-hung sash. The aides have tripartite windowswith tracery, while the derestory
leve islit by large Gothic tracery windows. (The historic sained glass was removed by the Archdiocese when
they sold the property.) Accessto the three main enfries a the eest (South Broadway) eevation is by means of
wide granite sgps with sde walls of granite ashlar. The three main entries are st within Gothic arches and
contain modem auminum double doors, each st beneeth a carved tympanum. The entries are located withina
proj ectingfronti spiecethat holds amonumenta stained-glasswindow a the upper level and terminates & a steep,
gabled pargpet abovethe roofline. Two secondary enfriesa each of the Sde devations hold modem, duminum
double doors. Thexzenfriesare st in Gothic arch openings and havefracerywindowsin thefransoms. At the
northwest comer isthe only remaining original door, asix-pand wood door withfraceryin the upper pands ad
fransom. Theinterior has af raditional plan, with two-story sanctuary,fransept,and nave gpaces, dong with
snglegtory aides. A chair loft, located a the clerestory level a the east end of the nave, once held alarge organ,
which was removed by the Archdiocese, dong with portions of the dtar, Satuary, pews, dained glass ad all
other items bearing religious iconography, when they sold the property severd years ego. The building is
currently being used by a Dominican chapter, who haverestored the dtar, pews, and some Satuary.

Grotto (likely early 20* century; built by 1950-Photo 11): A sone grotto sands between the convent and old
schoal. The grotto is congmcted entirely offieldstoneand consists of abroad centra niche, now void of dauary,
flanked by low, sepped knee walls.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American sites are known on the Sacred Heart Parish Complex property, it is possible
that dtesare present. Nineancient stes are recorded in the generd area(within one mile); all located on riverine
terraces bordering the Merrimack and Shawsheen rivers. Environmenta characterigtics of the nominated
property represent somelocationa criteria(dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorable for the
presence of Native sites. The Parish Complex is located on ardatively flat lot in an areadesgnated as urban
land where s0ils have been dtered or obscured by urban works and smctures. Buildings, industrial arees, paved
aress, and railroad yards cover more than 75% of the land surface. Nearby soil types insimilar environmenta
sattings are well drained and formed inglacial till; however, on the Parish Complex property, natura soil
characterigtics have been desfroyed. The proximity of the Parish Complex to wetland resources is another
unfavorable locationa characterigtic of the nominated property. No wetland resources are known within 1,000
feet of the complex. Given the information presented above, the sze of the property (1.95 acres), congmction of

(continued)
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an earlier convent/rectory (ca 1899/1908), and the existing church, rectory, convent, two schools, aamdl garege,
and gonegrotto, nearly all of which have basement levels and cover mogt of the lot, alow potentia exigts for
locating significant ancient Native American resources on the Sacred Heart Parish Complex property. Any
ancient resources located on the property were likely destroyed by constmction of the smctures listed above
begiiming in 1899.

A low potential aso exigts for locating significant historic archaeologica resources on the Sacred Heart Parish
Complex property. While an earlier convent/rectory (ca. 1899/1908) was built & the dte of the existing rectory,
archaeologicd evidence of the earlier convent/rectory was likely desfroyed by congtmction of the existing rectory
which hes abasament. All of the existing smctures located on the Parish Complex property cover nearly the
entire nominated parcel. No additional smctures or occupationd-rdated features (frash pits, privies, wells)
assodated with the complex or earlier are known on the nominated property. No historic land use hes been
identified for the property prior to congmction of the schoal building in 1899.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
{Mark "x" in one or more hoxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

Property is associated with events that have made a

significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

° Property Is associated with the lives of persons
significant In our past.

0 Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of atype, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
{Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
X purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C ahirthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (judtification)

(Expires 5/31/2012)

Essex County, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from Instructions.)

ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
RELIGION

Period of Significance

1899-1961

Significant Dates
1899 (school): 1920 (convent); 1924 (rectory);
1925 (school); 1934 (church)

Significant Person
(Complete only If Criterion B Is marked above.)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Simeon Lavoie, Joseph G. Morissette, Walter F.

Fontaine

The period of significance begins with the date of the earliest congmction on the site by the parish (constmction of the
first schoal in 1899), and endsat the 50-year cut off for the listing of properties in the National Regigter. The significant
dates listed represent the constmction date for each of the five confributing buildings on the site.
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Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and
applicable criteria.)

The Sacred Heart Parish Complex possesses integrity of design, location, setting, materids, workmanship, feding, and
asociation. The property is significant for its associationswith the French Canadian community of Lawrence, who
worshipped and were educated there for over 100 years (1900-2005). With its church and two schoals, the parish sarved
a6 the focus of religious and educationd life for numerous arearesidents. It was one of two French parishes and fourteen
Catholic churchesin the city. The complex is dso significant architecturally as an intact collection of functionaly rdaed
gmcturesthat document the history of the parish. The well-preserved buildings include fine examples of Renaissance
Revival, Colonid Revival, and Gothic Reviva-style design. Jointly, they form an important landmark for the community.
The property isof loca significance, and meats Criteria A and Cfor listing in the National Register of Historic Flaces.
Asaproperty still partialy in use for religious purposes, the Sacred Heart Parish complex aso medts Criteria
Condderation A.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

Development of Lawrence

Lawrence was founded as aplanned industrial community in 1845 by the Essex Company. |t was the last and mogt
ambitious of the New England textile cities plaimed and developed by Boston enfrepreneurs. The Essex Compary, a
group of industridists led by Abbott Lawrence, was granted a charter for the purpose of building adam and cands onthe
Merrimack River, specifically to provide waterpower for textile mills. Abbott Lawrence was an American manufacturer
and diplomat who was ingmmental in the development of the New England textile industry, and later represented those
interestsin the U.S. Congress The first sonefor the dam was laid Sgptember 19, 1845, and work was completed
approximatdy threeyearslater (the Great Slone Dam ws listed in the National Regigter in 1977). In the 1840s the Essex
Company purchased gpproximately 4,000 acres of landflanlcingthe Merrimack River in the tovms of Methuen and
Andover as the location for their manufacturing community. The town itself would be located on the north sde of the
Merrimack River, where the Essex Company had acquired about 3,000 acresin the town of Methuen. An additional
1,000 acresin Andover, on the south side of theriver, were acquired and st agdefor fliture development. Charles
Storrow was gppointed the chief engineer and agent for the Essex Company. Beginningin 1845, Storrow oversaw
creation of an indusfrial town of 30,000 residents, atask that took roughly three yearsto complete. Storrow devised a
plan by which specific zones were established for industrial, commercid, indtitutional, and residential uses. Directly
adjacent to the Merrimack River was the indusfrial zone, with large brick mills lining the river and cands. North of this
were the company-owned employee housing, then the commercia zone, followed by the institutional center surrounding
the large Common, and finally the residential lots beyond. At the heart of Storrow's plan was the Common, an areaof
about saventeen acres where the city's mogt prominent civic and ingtitutional buildingswould be located, including the
City Hall (1848, NRDIS) and Essex County Courthouse (1858, NRDIS). Restrictions were placed on lots facing the
Common to prohibit commercia and manufacturing uses. Lotswere even donated to religious organizations to
encourage them to build churches dong the perimeter of the Common.

By the summer of 1848, mgjor congtmction work was completed in Lawrence and the factories had begun operation. By
that time, the town could boast three major factories and a population of 6,000 people. Public serviceswere well
established, with three grammar schoals, alibrary, frain station, police and fue departments, a gas works, two banks,
eight churches, and a high school. The city grew rapidly, o that by 1855, two years after Lawrence was incorporated s a
city, the population had reached 16,000. Manufacturing of cotton cloth and woolens sugtained the local economy. By

(continued)
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1890, Lawrence manufacturers were producing awide range of goods, including carpeting, seam engines, bailers, mill
machinery, coaches, sawing machines, hats, clothing, tinware, belting, and boxes. A substantid paper mill had dso bean
established in the city. The largest factoriesin Lawrence included the Washington Mills and Atlantic Mills (both buih in
1846, both NRDIS), Pacific Mills and Pemberton Mills (1852, both NRDIS), Lavrence Duck Comparny (1859, NRDIS),
Everett Mills (1860, NRDIS), Lawrence Woolen Company (1864), Arlington Mills (1865, NRDIS), and the Wright
Manufacturing Company (1873). By 1830 the city's population stood a over 39,000, surpassing the Essex Company's
initial goal of 30,000 people.

The Catholic Church in Lawrence

The introduction of Catholicism to Lawrence coincides with the cregtion of the city by the Essex Company in 1845. The
first documented Massin Lawrence was held in that yeer a the home of one Michael Murphy, whose house was located
where 7 Newton Stregt now sandsin South Lawrence. Rev. James T. McDermott (then pastor of &. Pafrick'sin Lowell)
would occasiondly visit Catholic resdents of Lawrence (the large majority of them frish immigrants) to cdebrate Mass
but thosewishing to attend church servicesregularly were forced to travel to Lowell, sncetherewas no Catholic church
in Lawrence until 1846. Under the direction of Rev. CharlesFfrench [sic], an Irish immigrant himsdlf, the first Catholic
church in Lawrence was erected on Chestnut Sfreet neer White Sfreet, just northwest of the Common. This smdl wood
gmcture was the first building of severd that would serve the Immeaculate Conception parish (none extant - parish later
merged with &. Mary's). With the opening of three magjor mills in Lawrence between 1845 and 1852, the number of
resdentsgrew dramaticaly in avery short period, as frish immigrants and residents of Y ankee farm townsflockedto the
city seeking employment. By 1848, Irish immigrants made up roughly 35% of the population of Lawrence. 1n 1848, a
second Irish church, St Mary's, was erected near the intersection of Haverhill & Hampshire Streets (later replaced by the
current 1866 building). By that time a Catholic school was a0 in operation. The Lawrence Courier (January 8, 1848)
reported that "The frish have, during the past seeson, maintained quite alarge school, and we are informed that itisthe
determination of that portion of our population to continue the instmction of their children and youth in schoals of thefr
own, 0 far as they may be adleto support them." In 1861, the Augustinian order madeits gopearance in Lawrence,
assuming confrol of &. Mary's church. In 1875, they were assigned to the Immeaculate Conception Church, which hed
originally been overseen by a diocesan priest. The need to accommodate the growing frish community in Lawrence
resulted in the establishment of two additiona churchesin the late 19* century. Constmction begen on St. Patrick's
Church on South Broadway in 1869 (replaced by the current church in 1881), followed by . Laurence O'Toole Church
in the eestem part of the city, near the intersection of East Haverhill and Newbury Streets, in 1873 (replaced by the
exiging 1903 church), and St. Augusting's in the westem part of Lawrence in 1878 (Doyle and Water Sfreets). The
Augudtinians were responsble for serving both . Laurence O'Toole and &. Augustine's, in addition to a German
chapd. Church of the Assumption, which was built in 1888 a Park and Lanvrence Sfreets inthe city center. & Patrick's,
the first Catholic parish on the south sde of the Merrimack River, was adiocesan parish, and not associated with the
Augustinians. Asthe number of mills increaesed steadily through the late 19* century, grester numbers of foreign workers
were drawn to the city. Much of thisimmigrant population was Catholic, and it included people from arange of ethnic
backgrounds, the largest groups being the frish, French Canadians, Germans, Polish, and Itdlians. By the late 19th
century, roughly 45% of the city's population was foreign bom. By 1910, Lawrence led all cities in the Commonweeith
in the relative sze of its foreign-bom population.

By 1880, therewere roughly 13,000 practicing Catholics in Lawrence, and approximately 1,000 students atending
parochid schools Of the 28 churchesin Lawrence in 1880, five were Catholic. This changed dramatically a the end of
the 19* century and intothe early 20* century when increasing numbersof Catholics, largely from Canadaand Europe,
settled in Lawrence, 0 that by 1920, fourteen of the city's 22 churcheswere Catholic. Among them were severd Irish
churches, two French Canadian parishes, and othersfor the Polish, German, Italian, Syrian, Lithuanian, and Portuguese
communities.

(continued)
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The French Canadian Community in Lawrence

A young but rapidly growing textile city, Lawrence began atfracting French Canadian immigrantsin the late 1860s
Approximately 400 French Canadianswere living in Lawrence in 1896. Many of the French Canadianswho cameto
Lawrence were from mral aressof Quebec, where life for farmers had become increasingly difficult, and financial
hardship prompted residents to look dsawhere for ameans to support their families. Thiswas the beginning of a massive
migration that brought half amillion people from mral Quebec to the mill cities and towns of New England. By 1900,
nearly half of thesewere living in Massachusetts, where they comprised roughly one-quarter of the Catholicsin the date.
By 1890, French Canedians accounted for one-fifth of the immigrant population of Lawrence, numbering 8500 by 1900.
Aswastypical of many immigrant populations, the French Canadians maintained their ethnic identity, settling in
neighborhoods where the French language was usad and their cultural heritage was preserved through socid, religious,
and educationa avenues. In New England these immigrants rapidly grew impatient with Catholic parishes ministered by
English-spesking frish priests, and moved to create their own places of worship. The Commonwedth's first French-
goesking Catholic parish was established in 1867 in Pittsfield. The following year, the Archdiocese of Bogton cregted its
first French parish in Lowell, where the largest number of French Canadian immigrants had settled. Subsequent parishes
were established for other French Canadian conununities across the statein Holyoke, Southbridge, and Worcester in
1869; followed by Webgter, Marlborough, and Fall River in 1870; Lavrence and Haverhill in 1871; and Sdem in 1873.

In Lawrence, the French Canadiansinitially settled in the northem part of the city (north of the Merrimack River), inthe
arearoughly bounded by Essex, Franklin, Haverhill, and Amesbury Sfregts. In 1871, the city's first French Canadian
parish,-S. Anne's, was established. Under the dfrection of the Marist Fathers, masses were held in rented or borrowed
dtesfor the first few years, until a church building was congtmcted on Haverhill Sfreet (completed for occupancy in
1876, dedicated in 1883). At thetimethe first Mass was cdebrated in 1876, the church had roughly 4,000 membears By
the late 1880s they hed dso built a school and rectory & . Anne's. Meanwhile, the French Canadian community in
Lawrence was growing both in number and spatialy, with asubgtantid French Canadian neighborhood emerging in
South Lawrence in the late 19* century. Overcrowding a St. Anne's and the inconvenience for resdents of South
Lawrence resulted in the establishment of amission, or branch church, of St. Anne's in South Lawrence on South
Broadway in 1899. Mission churches to . Anne's were later established in the nearby town pf Methuen as well.

Saored Heart Parish

The first dmcture erected for the South Lawrence mission church was the brick building that currently faces on Groton
Street (the 1899 Schooal), built as a combination chape/school. The worship goece was located on the first floor, while
the ssoond floor held six dassooms and the third floor was unfinished. Masswes first cdebrated on March 11, 1900.
Parochia education was extremey important in French Canadian communities, where it was deamed essentid to
preserving language and faith. The responsibility for educating the parish youth was put in the handsof French rdigious
orders. When Sacred Heart school opened in September of 1900, some 200 sudents attended, taught by the Sigter
Sarvants of the Immeaculate Heart (ak.a. Sgtersof the Good Shepherd) from S Anne's parish, who were sucoseded in
1905 by the Sgtersof the Holy Union, who continued to run the school for nearly 100years. The Holy Union sgters
camefrom France in 1836 to teach in Fall River, Massachusetts, and were subsequently assigned to parochia schools
throughout New England. Classss were conducted in French until 1920, after which French was taught as asingle subject
to sudentsin gradesfour through eight. When Sacred Heart became a sgparate parish in 1905, under the direction of the
Marist Fathers, it had roughly 400 member families and gpproximatdy 250 sudents attending the school. TheMarigt
order, or Society of Mary, like other religious orders based in France in the late 19* century, had become increasingly
uncomfortable with the anti-clerical amogphere there. Asareault, the Marists sought new opportunities among the
French-gpeaking Catholics of North America. After being granted control of one parish in Louisiana, the Marists were

(continued)
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assgnedto S Anne's in Lawrence, their second establishment in North America The first pastor of Sacred Heart, Rev.
Etienne Vinas, served until 1911, and was distinguished for having established a cemetery in the neighboring town of
Andover for al the Marigt parishesin theregion.

At about the same time the 1899 Schoal building was constmcted, a Quean Anne-style residence was built in the
outheest comer of the lot (in the present location of the rectory) to be used as a convent. By 1908, a wood-frame
gmcture had been built adjoining the convent, to be used as arectory. The current Convent on Groton Street was
congmcted in 1920, following designs of Smeon Lavoie, who islisted in the 1920 city directory as a carpenter living
with hiswife, Emerilda, & 35 Fowler Sfreet (the same addresslisted on the original drawings for the building).
Parishioners raised $62,000 to cover the cogt of building the convent. The existing Rectory was constmcted in place of
the origina convent/rectory in 1924. It served not only as aresidence for the parish priests, but could dso accommodate
the Marigt Fathersfor their annud refreat. By 1922, there were 750 member familiesin the Sacred Heart parish and 625
gudents attending the school. A second school (1925 School), containing 11 dassrooms, was built in the southwest
comer of the dite in 1925. By thistime over, 850 sudentswere atending Sacred Heart Schoal. Eiu-olhnent reeched its
pesk in 1935. By 1970, the number of sudents in grades one through eight had dropped to 569. High school dasses for
girls commenced in 1928 in the hall of the 1899 Schoal; the high schoaol continued to operate until 1978. The Sdersof
the Holy Union continued to instmct sudents a Sacred Heart until 1998, by which time only three nunsremained.
Thenceforth, lay teechers staffed the schools. Congtmction of the Rectory and 1925 School were funded by donations
totaling $300,000. Both were desgned by Lawrence architect Joseph G. Morissette, who was raised in the parish ad
dudied a Wentworth Ingtitutein Boston. Morissette maintained an officein the MeigsBuilding (575 Essex Stredt) in
Lawrence. He desgned numerous churchesin the state, including Immeaculate Conception (ca. 1920) and the Polish
Nationa Catholic Church (1925) in Lawrence, and Sacred Heart Church and School (Amesbury, 1928), &. Theresa
Church (Methuen, 1935), and a Catholic church in Wilmington. The Sacred Heart congregation grew rapidly, so that by
1911 therewere 750 member families. Masses were held in the origina school/chapd building until 1916, when the
parish completed aone-gtory brick stmcture, designed by local architect William P. Regan, in the northeast comer of the
lot to sarve as thefr new worship goace. The intention was that this sngle-story smcture would ultimately sarveasthe
lower level of amuch larger church. Tothat end, constmction on the existing grand Church building commenced in
1934, and was completed in 1936. The design of the enlarged church was thejoint effort of Josgph G. Morissette and
Walter F. Fontaine & Sons of Woonsocket, Rhode Idand. Walter Fontaine (1871-1938) was bom to French Canadian
parentsin Woonsocket, where he later became that city's most renowned architect. Fontaine received histraining in the
office of prominent Woonsocket architect Willard Kent and furthered his education in Europe, returning to Americain
1893. Heworked until 1903 in the Providence, Rhode Idand, office of Slone, Carpenter & Wilson, after which he
retumed to Woonsocket to open his own practice. Fontaine enjoyed along and successful career, specidizing in
ecclesagtic design for the Romen Catholic church throughout Southern New England. His works included a number of
buildings in Massachusetts, among them the St Joseph's Church in Everett (1917), S Louisde France Church in Lowdll
(1917), Sacred Heart Parochid Schoal in North Attleboro (1923), and S. Josegph's French Canadian Church in Attleboro
(1928). Aswas originally intended, the enlarged Sacred Heart church in Lawrence was buih on top of the 1916 besg,
which was faced with soneto match the upper levels. Embelishment of the church continued for severa years efter the
new edifice was dedicated on November 21, 1936, and included oek Sations of the Crosscarved in Horence, Italy.
Between 1937 and 1943, the stained-glass windows were ingtalled, among them arose window from Munich, Germany.
The lower church was subsequently ussd as aparish hall and cafeteriafor the sudents.

Throughout mogt of the 20* century, the population of Lawrence was adle to support fourteen Catholic churches,
including the two French churches Sacred Heart parish was the focal point for alarge ethnic community for mogt of the
20* century. As late as 1980, more than half of the Sacred Heart mambers were descended from the origina French
immigrants who atended the parish. The closing of Lawrence's textile mills in the 1950s began a period of decline for
the city, which affected the parish. Poswar suburbanization, urban renewd, and reaction to the influx of new Latino

(continued)
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immigrantsall contributed to agradud decline from the 1950s through the 1980s A wave of new immigrants from
Quebecin the 1960sdid breathe some new life into the parish, and restored some of its French character. Neverthdess,
the forces of decline, coupled with a shortage of priests, resulted in the closing of half the parishesin Lawrence,
including . Anne's in 1991. Beginningin 2004, the seven Catholic churchesremaining in Lawrence were consolidated
into three parishes, resulting in the closing of Sacred Heart parish, which a the time still maintained a membership of 700
families. The closngs were undertaken as part of alarger restmcturing program by the Archdiocese of Boston, which
closed 82 churchesin 2004 and 2005. Sacred Heart school closed in June of 2004, and the last Mass was held on April 3,
2005, ending 106 yearsof worship in the parish. After severd yearsof vacancy, the entire parish complex was purchased
by Sagrado Corazon LLC, the current owner. The church and rectory are currently leesed to and occupied by a
Dominican chapter. Thetwo schools and convent are part of along-term ground leeseto BC Sacred Heart LLC, who
converted the buildings to gpartment use (completed 2010) using federal and sate historic tax credits. (State and federd
historic tax credits were awarded to BC Sacred Heart LLC for work on the two schools and convent only. Buildings
leesed by the Dominican brothers were not included in the historic tax credit awards, and the two lessees are unrdated
entities.)

The adaptive reuse project included removad of asmall single-story garage that good just northwest of the rectory. The
garage was gpparently built dlong with the rectory or shortly thereafter (ca 1925). Rising from a concrete foundation, the
garage was enclosed by adate-covered hip roof. A modem overhead door filled mogt of the south elevation, whilea
pedestrian entry was located a the eedt elevation. The only other fenesfration was a single window centered on the north
devation. The garagewas removed in 2010 to create additional soecefor parking. Also removed from the Ste was a short
concrete tuimd (partially above grade) that was added tojoin the 1899 School and the 1925 School. Located aop the
tunnel stmcture were aconcrete Soop (serving an entry into the 1899 school) and two setsof concrete seps (providing
accessfrom the parking ot to the convent). Thetunnel, soop, and seps were removed in 2010 to alow for barrier-free
aocess between the parking lot and the former convent building.

(end)
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preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been > State Historic Preservation Office

requested) Other State agency

previously listed in the National Register .. Federal agency

previously determined eligible by the National Register Local government

designated a National Historic Landmari< University

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # Other

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository: Massachusetts Historical Commission

recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Historic Resources Survey Number (if

; . MHC # LAW.712 - 111, HRCA #19623
assigned):

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  Less than one acre
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.)

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 19 323124 4728633 3 19 323028 4728506
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2 19 322988 4728582 4 19 323155 4728657
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

The boundaries of the Sacred Heart Parish Complex are ddlineated on the attached Lawrence assessors mgos
(Lawrence Assessaors Parcd Map 98 Lot 1). Theboundary isoutlined on the atached magp sheets 97, 98, 117.

Boundary Justification (Explain vihy the boundaries were selected.)

The boundaries have been drawn to include al land historically associated with the Sacred Heart Parish, from the
time of its establishment as amission in 1839 to the present.

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle  Christine Beard, Tremont Preservation Services, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date October, 2011
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone 617-727-8470
city or town  Boston state MA zip code 02125
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Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

(Expires 5/31/2012)

Essex County, MA
County and State

e Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all

photographs to this map.

¢« Continuation Sheets

e Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch)

or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: Sacred Heart Parish Complex

City or Vicinity: Lawrence

County:  Essex State: MA

Photographer:  Christine Beard

Date Photographed: 7/15/11 (Photos 1-4)
1/3/2011 (Photos 5-11)

1/3/2011 (Photos 5-11)

Description of Photograph(s) and number:

Photo # Image Name

1of 11 MA_Lawrence (Essex County) Sacred Hearti .tif

2 of 11 MA_Lawrence (Essex County) Sacred Heart2.tif

3of 11 MA_Lawrence (Essex County) Sacred Heart3.tif

4 0of 11 MA_Lawrence (Essex County) Sacred Heart4.tif

50f 11 MA_Lawrence (Essex County) Sacred Heart5.tif

6 of 11 MA_Lawrence (Essex County) Sacred Heart6.tif

Description

Church-view northwest showing fafade (east elevation
- on right) and south elevation (on left),

Church-view southwest showing main worship space

Rectory-view southwest showing fa?ade (east elevation

- on left) and north elevation (right)
Rectory-first floor-view east showing main entry hall

1899 School-view southwest showing facade (north
elevation)

1899 School-view east in northwest unit at third floor

showing typical unit
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7 of 11 MA_Lawrence (Essex County) Sacred Heart?7.tif Convent-view southeast showing fafade (north
elevation)

8 of 11 MA_Lawrence (Essex County) Sacred Heart8.tif Convent-view south in former chapel along west wall at
first floor

9 of 11 MA_Lawrence (Essex County) Sacred Heart9.tif 1925 School-view north showing fa?ade (south
elevation)

10 of 11 MA_Lawrence (Essex County) Sacred Hearti O.tif 1925 School-view southwest at second floor of west
staircase

11 of 11 MA_Lawrence (Essex County) Sacred Hearti 1 .tif Grotto-view north showing south face of grotto

Property Owner:
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Sagrado Corizon LLC
street & number c/o ETC Development Corp. 630 Tremont Street telephone 617-412-3300
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02118

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This Information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing
Instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this forni to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, N\N, VVashington, DC.
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Sacred Heart Parish Complex
Lawrence (Essex), MA

Data Shet
NAME DATE STYLE MATERIAL STATUS PHOTO ARCHITECT
School building 1899 Romanesque Reviva brick BC 56
Convent 1920 stucco BC 78 Smon Lavoie
Rectory 1924 Colonia Reviva brick BC 34 Josgph G. Morissette
School 1925 Colonial Reviva brick BC 9 10 Josph G. Morisette
Church 1916/1934-36  Gothic Reviva granite BC 12 Morisette/Walter F.

Fontaine & Sons

Grotto ealy 20* c. fieldstone ST/IC 1

TOTALS 5 contributing buildings, 1 contributing structure
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L'ancien Presbyt“re La Premiere Chapeile-Ecole

The Old Rectory
(original convent with
rectory attached at left)

The First Chapel-School

La Chapelle dii Couvent
The Chapel of the Convent

L'ancien Soubassemeni
The Old Base (or basement-built 1916, intended as base for future church)

(photos C.I 950)






Le Couvent

The Convent
(photo c. 1950)



Sacred Heart Church (photo c. 1950)






M assachusetts Historical Commisson Photo Submisson Form

Please submit oneform for each group of digital images

About your digital files:
Nikon D40 (photos 1-4)
Camera Used (make, mode!): Nikon D50 (photos 5-11)

Resolution of original image capture (camera setting including resolution andfil eformat):

3008x2000 (photos 1-4); 4000x3000 (photos 5-11)  JFEG

File nameg(s) (attach additional sheatsif necessary) check here C] torefer to atached photo log:

MA_Lawrence (Essex County)_Sacred Hearti tif MA_Lawrence (Essex County) Sacred Heart8.tif
MA_Lawrence (Essex County)_Sacred Heart2 tif MA_Lawrence (Essex County) Sacred Heart9.tif

MA_Lawrence (Essex County) Sacred Heart3.tif
MA_Lawrence (Essex County)_Sacred Heart10.tif

MA_Lawrence (Essex County)_Sacred Heart4.tif MA_Lawrence (Essex County)_Sacred Heart11.tif

MA_Lawrence (Essex County) Sacred Heart5.tif

MA_Lawrence (Essex County) Sacred Heart6.tif

MA_Lawrence (Essex County) Sacred Heart7.tif

About your prints:

Printer make and model: Epson Sylus Phato 1400

Paper: brand & type (i.e., Epson Premium Glossy Photo)
Epson Premium Gossy Phato

Ink: Epson ClaiaHigh Definition Ink

Sgnature: (By signing below you agreethat the information provided here istrue and accurate.)

Sgnatur{; _ J>VMMS{OMWX- Date "Nz W
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NRIS Reference Number: 11000853 Date Listed: 11/29/2011

Property Name Sacred Heart Parish Complex

Muhiple Name:

County: Essex Sate Massachusetts

This property islisted in the National Register of Historic Flacesin accordance with the atached
nomination documentation subject to the following exceptions, exclusons, or amendments,

notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included in the nomination
documentation.
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Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

Amended Itemsin Nomination:

This SLR isissued to correct the acreegefi gurecontained in Section 10 of theform
(which ligtsless than one acre). The form notesthat the nominated areaincludes 85,000 square
feet, which equas 195 acres The form isamended to include this corrected figure.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetlts-JiamfMyiM

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

October?, 2011

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief

National Regigter of Historic Faces
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8" floor
Woashington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosed please find the foll owing nomination form:
Sacred Heart Parish Complex, 321 South Broadway, Lawrence (Essex), MA

The nomination has been voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been Sgned by the
Sae Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were natified of pending State
Review Board condgderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Enclosure

cC. GnaMatinez, Segrado Corazon LLC, ETC Devdagpmant Corp.
William Lantigua, Mayor, City of Lanvrence
Jones Sundza, Lawrence Higtoricd Commisson
Chridine Beard, Tremont Presavation Savices
Normen Nimmo, Lavrence Flanning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617)727-8470 « Fax:(617) 727-5128
www. state, ma. us/sec/mhc



